
U. S. S. COONTZ ( DLG-9) 
FLEET POST OFFICE 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 96601 

From: Commanding Officer, ]SS COOXTZ (DLG--9) 
To: Director of Nava.l Eistory (CP--09.139) 

DLG9 /RC:l'; rs z 
5750 
Ser 1 7 / 

~1 MAR1989 

Subj; USS coo:1JT?.: (DLG-·9) Command llistory for 1968 (GP:.,:Av Report 
Symbol 5750-1) 

EncJ.: 

(a) OPNAVIl~ST 5750 ,12/\ 
(h) COHCRUDT~SF/CIHST 5COO. 3.J ~ 1\rticle A-3109 

(1) Chronology of Ei.r,hlights 
(2) 11asic. ·:\farrative 
(3) Documentary Annexes 

1. Reference (a) directs t~1at the annual Cor:imand History be submitted 
by 1 lfarcll. f'.nclosures (1) through (3) 2re submittt::d !Jere.with, 

2. The requ:Lrer.:ient of reference (L) that .a copy of the ship's Com.manJ 
Fis tory be fo:r.,,:iardecl to Cfr·,'iCJTDESTAC is satisfied by a copy of this 
let tcr 2nd enclosure::; thereto. 

Copy to: 
CI r.<P ;, CPLT 
COUC?T.1Df;'~~A.C 

CG\JCRUDEST'LOT 11 
COI-·:IT~:; F.C:? 17 

1lNO•SHtPS-521G/111 (REY. 3•6,tJ 
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1 JAN 

2 JAN 

5 JAN 

6 JA"! 

7 JAN - 11 JA:.~ 

12 JAN - 15 JNl 

13 JAN 

16 JA!,J - 18 JAN 

19 JN'1 - 23 JAN 

23 JAll 

24 JP.11 - 26 Ji1N 

27 JAN 

28 JAN - 1 FEB 

2 FE!l 

3 FEE - 7 FEB 

8 FED 

9 FEB - 27 FEB 

28 Fl:'B 

29 FEH - 17 MAR 

18 HAR - 21 1'1.AR 

22 ?si:AJ{ - 25 '!AR 

26 J'.1AP ·- 27 >f.AR 

28 ':JAR -· 11, ,!AY 

Cl1RO}JOLOGY OF I-UGBLIGHTS 

Inport Subic Eay, Philippi.ne Islands 

Underway for Sydney, Australia 

Entered realm of Neptunis Rex 

Refuel at ~Janus Island, Admiralty Isl.ands 

Enroute Sydney, Australia 

Inport Sydney, Australia 

USS COONTZ nominated for TEAMS Installation 

Enroute He.llington ~ 1';ew Zealand 

Inport l,Jell.ington, New Zealand 

Shi.fted Operntional Control to CO!ffIRSTFLT ns part of 
Tl: 15, 9, 3 

Enroute Pago Pago~ American Samoa 

Refuel at Pago Pago~ American Samoa 

Enroute Pearl Harbor 

Re.fuel at Pearl Harbor 

Enroute San Diego 

1\rri ve San Diego 

Inport, San Diego 

Admirals HYLN\D, CINCPACFLT, Admi ra.1 \<TESCHLER, DX, DXG, 
Project C:oordinator, and Ldm.in-Jl PRJ'..El-1.AN, COHCRUDESPAC 
visited the USS COONTZ (DLC--9) 

Inport) San Diego 

Unden.-1ay for PMR with SECNA ·p guests 

Inport San Diego 

Unden,_ray for local operation~, in SOCAL operations are.a 

Inpor t San Die.go;. TL!1J:is system installed 

Enclosun(l) 
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15 MAY -- 16 MAY 

17 l'iAY - 19 !:1AY 

20 ':ciAY - 23 :VfAY 

24 HAY - 26 HAY 

27 :~fi\Y - 28 MJ\Y 

29 >L\Y 

30 iJ./i.Y 

30 H1\Y - 9 JUN 

10 JU:'J - 14 JUt·,~ 

15 JUTi - 16 Jnl} 

17 JUN 21 JC~\'. 

22 JU?~ - 23 Jr>J 

2lf JL:";{ 26 Jl_;]':.; 

27 Jm, -- 28 Jrr:-

29 ~Hm - 30 JG, 

l Jl1L -- 5 JUL 

6 Jl'L - 8 JCL 

9 JUL - 11 JUL 

12 J\.'L 19 J1JL 

2C .JUL .. 21, JCL 

2S JUL 

1 AHC - 30 AVG 

2 !\lJG 

Underway for Seal Beach 

Inport San Diego 

Underuay for P~·,fR with SECNJ,_V guests 

Inport San Diego 

Underway for local operations in SOCAL operations area 
iiTEA:·1S HATCH' 1 )JOVIE FILM.ED 

In.port Se.al Heach 

rnden,Jay for San Diego 

Inport San Diego (7 June TC 10 .1 formed)~ en:barked 
!i3 i-fidshiprnen 

Unden,-1ay for locaJ. O})erations in SOC/\l, operations area 
a.s pa.rt of PA.G·:!IDTP1\R.Oi';r_68 

Inports San Diego 

Unden·.:ny for .local o·:)erations i.n SOCAL ope.r2ti.ons area 
as part of PAC>TJTJTR\H.Of-T--6 cl 

Inport~ San Diegc. 

Fnderway for San Fr~ncisco as part of Pi\CHlDT~.ZARC.lLJ-68 
via Pl-m 

Inport San ?.ro.ncisco 

1,inden-.ray for ~.'.eattle~ ':.Jashington as part of PA.CHIDTR.ARON-68 

lnport Seattle~ \·~ashington 

l)nden-.i-ay for San Diego 

Inport Sa.n Diego 

Inport s~m niego (TC 10.l di~>solves l i\ugust 1968.) 

Debarke.d. Li.3 >Ji<lship:11211 
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18 ACG 

l SEP - 2 SEP 

3 SEP - 7 SEP 

7 SEF 16 SEP 

16 S):~p - 20 SU? 

20 SEP - 30 SEP 

l OCT - 9 OCT 

lO OCT - 14 OCT 

14 OCT 

16 OCT 

17 OCT - 6 NOV 

6 NOV 

6 NOV -- 7 KOV 

7 1-'0V 

7 EOV - 15 ,rnv 

15 NOV 

15 NOV -- 21 NOV 

21 ~-rov - 24 NOV 

24 NOV - 3 DCC 

1 DEC 

3 DEC 

3 DEC - 8 DEC 

8 DEC - 14 DEC 

14 DEC - 17 m:c 

17 DEC 

Inport San ])i.ego 

Unden,:ray for loca} operations area in SOC/tL 

Inport ~;cm Diep;o 

l'nden,.ray for local opera.tions in 50CAL operations area 

Inport .San Die.go 

Unden.,,a.y for local operations in SOCAL O)Jerati.ons area 
as part of Exercise 11Beat Cadence:: TC 177 .8 

Inport San Diego 

Unden·:ay for local operations in SOCAL operations area 

Inport Seal Beach, underway enroute Long HeacQ 

Inport Long Bea.ch J\aval Shipyard 

Unden.,;ay enroute Seal Beach 

Inport Seal I:each 

Enroute Se.n Diero 

Inport Sar. Diego 

Underway as part of TP 15.8.2 deploying to \ 1ESTPAC 

Enroute Pearl lTarbor 

Inport Pearl Har1.Jor 

Enroute Guam 

Sbi.fted Operational Control to CONSE.VENTHFLT as part 
of TU 70.D.2 

Refuel at Guam 

Enroute Subic Bay~ r.I. 

Inport Subic Bay, P.I. 

Underway, enroute to Yankee Station 

Underway at Yankee Station as part of TC 77. 7 (USS 
cc:~S1'ELLATION CVL-64) 
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19 DEC 

21 DEC 

25 DEC 

26 DEC 

26 DEC - 27 DEC 

28 DEC 

29 DEC - 31 DEC 

Hayer Currants visit a.hoard COONTZ - 110peration Thanks n 

Embarked llelo Detachment fror:i EC-7 DET 109/Undenvay 
at Yankee Station as part of TG 77.8 (USS RANGER CVA-61) 

Detached .from TG 77 .8 enroute Danang Republic of South 
'Vietnam 

Inport Danang Republic of South Vietnam, SAR Brief 

Underway for SJ\R Fork.up Training in Local OP .Areas 
off Danang 

En.route South SAR Station as part of TU 70.S.3 

South SAR Station, Tonkin Gulf. Relieved USS WORDEN 
(DLG-18) 29 December on South SAR Station. 
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BJISIC NARRATIVE 

Early on the morning of 2 January 1968, COONTZ departed Suhic Bay 
in company 'i~d th the USS FRA:,JK KNOX (DDR-7li,2) and set course. southward 
for Sydney, Jlus tral.ia. On the 6th of J anuarv a hrief stop was made 
to refuel· ~t Manus Island, an Australian Prot:".ectorate in the Admiralty 
Islands. The cruise south 1,~ras made without incident despite the fact 
the ships were passing through some of tbe most hazardous and poorly
charted waters in the 'i.vorld. 

On the 12tli of Januarv COONTZ entered Sydney, riew South \vales, 
Australia while the FRAN!'. KNOX stopped in Newcastle, about 6() miles 
north of Sydney. The reception in Sydney was exhi lerat:Lng. The 
first day Commodore BROWN and Captain GEIGER made calls of; the Chief 
Commissioner of Sydney; on '{AD!·1 T.K. M:ORRISON, C.B.E, D.S.C., the 
Flag Officer in Charge Eastern Australia; and on P.ADM R. I. PEEK, 0.13.E., 
D.S.C., the Flag Officer Commanding~ Australian Fleet. That evening 
the Australian~~American Association hosted a large <lance for 100 members 
of the crew, and a cocktail party for the officers. Despite the 
unusual rainy \·Jeather for that tin:e of the year in Sydney, most men 
'l·Jere able to see a good part of the city and the surrounding area 
during the four day stay. In addition many persona1 invitations to 
dinner or sightseeing trips were accepted by members of the crew ·which 
enabled them to see firsthand how Australians live. GeneraJ. visiting 
was conduc.teC al--,oard ship on Saturday and Sunday~ 13 and ]A Jnnuary. 
Over 9,50() people tourecl C:OONTZ in that period despite rainy ,~rent.her. 
/1. contribution of Sl.20.nO wris made hy the crew to the Austra1:i.an Legacy 
Fund, and 28 volunteers stepped. fon·lard es blood dona rs. On the final 
evening COONTZ anc1 rn!,!PPSPO>I 17 Staff Officc.0;rs held an informal reception 
ashore as a srnal1 token of thanks for the h'arm and frtendly hospitality 
extended to every t"l.en aboard. nn the morni.ng.of J.f January~ COONTZ 
departed Sydney for i:elli.ng_ton} Uehr ZeaJ.and and FRANJ( KNGX departed 
1':ew Castle to join rendezvous vtth IOO~~TZ at sea. All hands agreed 
j_t hnd been an especially e.njoyah.le stay. The tr.:1nsit across the 
Tasman Sea. to Ne,.,7 7ea1and was rnade 1.,dthout i.ncident and hoth shi;1s 
t100:ed at the nverscas Terminal in \7el.1ington nt 0800 on i'r:iday .the 19th 
of January. Fere the friendship and hospi taJ.t ty extended to each member 
of the crew 'das also outstanding. On the morning of the 19th Commodore 
B!:?_nVN c:1nd Captain GEIGER made ca11s on American Ambassador, ?,fr. J.I-'. 
FENN ING; C1 1a:trman of the \·Jelling ton H;..1.rbour Board~ Nr. B. A. BARTo?·JGI!'~GEE; 
and the Hayor of \.Jelling:ton, Sir Francis Kitts. The officers of hoth 
ships ·\\1ere entertained on tbe 19th by the. ~-Tew Zealand Navy Officers 
of the Hakefield \'fass at a noontime reception in the l\":avy Department 
Building dm·mtm,.rn 1.,Jellington. That evening, the }Jew Zealand-American 
Association hosted a cocktaJ1 party in honor of the officers~ Meam-,rhiJ.e 
the crew was enjoying outstanding liberty in h1ellington and the surroun
ding area. A great number of personal invitati.ons to nearby homes tvere 
received. and they were quickly accepted by eager r.1embers of the crew. 

On both Saturday the 20th and Hon day the 22nd, over 200 officers 
and men from hoth ships were invi. ted to watch the V-iellington Cup Eorse 
Races at the Hellinp.ton Racing Club. This was an exciting and colorful 
event whic.h will 1ong be. remembered~ 
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Monday, the 22nd of January is Anniversary Day in Wellington commemo
rating the first establishnent of Wellington as an organized community. 
For this event both COONTZ and FRANK KNOX full dressed ship which 
included flying the national flag of New ZealanC from the foremast. 
General visiting was permitted on four afternoons and over 5,000 
visitors toured the sbips. The COONTZ Popular Music Group played on 
four diffe.rent occasions, for an orphanage, a wayward boys home, a 
hospital and the general rublic. A party was he],, aboard ship for 
10 orphans from the ;}ellington Orphans Home which conSisted of a tour 
of the ship, the showing of two cartoon films~ and finally enj oyi.ng 
some cake, ice cream and soft drinks on the mess decks. The sh:i.p 
also provided the Royal Wellington Hospital with 11 blood donars. 
Both the COO:ITZ and the PRANK KNOX baseball and basketball teams 
played local 1:·Iellington teams. On the 23rd~ the last evening inport, 
COMDESRON 17 Staff, FRANK KNOX and COONTZ officers held a reception 
i.n the Overseas Terminal hui.lding in appreciation to all those tJl10 

had made the fi.ve-day stay such an enjoyable one. new Zealand) and 
specifically \·h~llington, 1,rns an extremely hos pi table and friendly 
stop. 

On January the 24th, COONTZ anC FRANK KXOX set a northerly course 
on the long 16 day tri_p to San Di.ego. Immediately after gettini 
unden·:ray, both sh:i.rs shifted ope.rational control from COMSEVENTHFLT to 
COMI<'IRSTFLT. A short stop Fas r:iade at Pago Pago in American Samoa to 
refuel on t}:e 27th of January. The ships next headed nearly due ec.st 
on the final leg for San Diego. Upon arrival in San Di.ego on the 8th 
of February 19h8, r,ooNTZ cornpletecl her fifth t-mSTPAC Deployment. 

From 8 l?ehruary until 17 ;\1arch, COONTZ lV2S inport San Diego taking 
advantage of a i:,n2.ll. deserved leave and upkeep period. 

On 18 March, COONTZ Has t.mdcn\1 ay for the fam.iltar Pacific ?"-":issile 
Range to demonstrate the capability of our missile system to tbe SECNAV 
guests who were ohserving the shi.p. 

The 11eriod of 22 March unt:i.l 19 £\fay 1_.Jas spent mostly in port San 
Diego ·with the exception of the. period 2G to 27 }iarch where COONTZ 
was underway for local ope.rations in the Southern California Operations 
Area. 

Once again on 20 :\\1y CfV)NTZ t •. ;,as unden,;ay for operations on the 
Pacific ]"·/issiJ.e Range with gnests of the Secretary of the Navy aboard. 
A.fter spending from 24 Hay to 26 Hay fnport San Diego 

1 
the ship got 

unden'1ay for local operations on 2 7 I<ay. 
The period of 30 Hay until 9 June was spent in port San Diego in 

preparation for the forthco:'"ling :Midshipmen Cruise. 
On 7 June 43 Midshipmen reported aboard the ship for their summer 

cruise. The thirty-five Third Class Midshipmen were from campuses all 
across the United Stat es, and the ei_rrh t First Class Midshipmen also 
had a good representation of various campuses throughout the country. 
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A rigorous and extensive training program \,1as set up for the 
l-fidshipme.n in order to educ.ate and train them in general areas such 
as; tleapons, operations, supply, engineering and navigation. More 
specifically the midshipmen uere encouraged to learn rnorse code, EC£'".: 
detection, to stand various watches, conn the sbip, and to learn as 
much as possible on various responsibilities re(]uired of an officer. 

The period of 10 June through 23 June was spent in the Southern 
California Ope.rations Area undergoing various exercises and drills 
for midshipmen training, with weekends spent in San Diego. 

Finally on 24 June the entire task group of sixteen ships got 
underway for San Francisco, via the Pacific Mi.ssile Range. '\:lhile on 
PMR the guided missi]e ships put on a display of the surface-to-air 
missile capabilities of the present day Navy. 

The COONTZ spent a short two day period in San Francisco which gave 
all hands a chance to visit that fascinating and historical city. 

Then on 29 June the s11ir \,.1as unden\1ay for Senttle, Hashington for 
a five day visit, .c\fter arriving in Seattle on the 1st of July and 
being greeted by a large welcoming committee~ the sailors and midship
men proceeded to explore the city. Such points of interest visited 
were the Space ~Jeedle, a result of the 1965 \ 1orld Fair, and Victoria, 
British Columbia, a quaint, quiet little village in British Columbia, 
Canada, 

General visiting was allowed during the entire stay in Seattle and 
on the fourth of July, over 1600 visi tiers crossed the COONTZ brow. 

Fortunately for the sailors and r:1idshipmen of the COONTZ the 
friendly citizens of Seattle scheduled dances at the YMCA with enter
tainment provided hy the lovely young women of Seattle. 

Finally on the 6th of .July the ship departed Seattle for San Diego 
·where the units of TC 10 .1 would spend a fe1\' days before. the transit 
to nauaLi. 

The period of 9 thru 11 July T,;rere. spent in San •Hego ;:m<l on 12 July 
the. Ta.sk Group was underway for Pearl Farhor. 'i.-JhLle i.n trans.it the 
various ships of P.i\CHI!YfR/i.J~Ol!--68 received plenty of training in sh:i.p-
hanclli.np,: screen forr.wtions, underway re.fueling and other excercises. 

The task group arrived off the shores of Oahu and en the morning 
of 20 July, ;;.Jith the ships in formed colurnn, rails manned, passed in 
review in honor of the President of the lfuited States. 

The days .fror:1 20 July to 24 July were S'.)ent in the tropical sun 
with the ere~ enjoying the athletic facil.ities, sights and attractions 
a.vailahle in Fa·,vaii ~ 

F1-nal.1y ~ on 25 July the guided missile ships of TC JO .1 were under-
·1..ray early for the Bark.in~. Scmds ;,1issile Test i\rea., Hawai.i~ to partici
pate in a Surface to 1\ir ~r:Lssj le rxercise. 

P,fter completing the SAt..,fEX on 26 July tlit:'. .~uided m:i.hsile ships joined 
up 1'-d.th the rest of the task group and set easterly courses for San 
Diego. After a six day transit ci1e shins to TG 1n.1 entered San Diego 
harbour on tbe nornin!! of 1 1\ugust anJ at that tir.1e. TG 10.1 1,.1as disbanded. 

The period of 1 Aup;ust thru 2 Septe.ml,er was spent on a ~·;:re.Jl earned 
upkeep period in San Diego. On 3 Sept.ember C00NTZ i:;ot unden,.ray for 
a week of exercises in the SOCAL 0P ARE,\ wh:i.ch included ECH and ASV 
exe.rci.ses and an AS"!-":OC shoot, COONTZ returned to San Diego for the 
San Diego for the period of 7-15 September but \-.Yas undcnvay again on 16 
September for more exercises in the SC.1CAL OP AREA, returning to San Diego 
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'iyi(-7 
i·~,i: on th · 20th of Sep teml,er, 
1;F F ·om 20 :;ep.tember until 1 October the ship remained in San Di.e., go 
•::,t for u ,keep. Early on 1 October COONTZ got underway for Operation 
tJf neat 'adence a comp le>: series of exercises and operations in the $0CAL 
}lior Ar ·a lastln,; until 10 October deRigned as a workup for WES'l'PAG: 
.iici deplc, ·ment, Included were AWEX Is, Anti-PT Boat training and Plan~ 
:Ji Guarcl operat lons, COPNTZ was back in San Diego for a brief thre,,

1 

day 
'/,{:;' peric I from 11 - 13 October then returned to local SOCAL ! OP A,:ea,,1 for 
,·,ti gener ,.1 trahing of shipboard personnel, ,! 

•:'!':· 0, 16 Octoher COOl!TZ pulled into Seal neach to offload amrnun 1.t:ion 
{ prior to ent•,rinr, the U,S, Naval Shipyard at Long Beach, 1 CalHorn~a,1 

)!.;:, on 17 October for n 2P day yard period, 
:ji) r· 6 .Nov ,mber the ship got underway from the yard at Long Beach and 
'i~:\proce· ded directly to Seal Jleach to tai,e on ammunition for th,, f,,rth

"i"( comin WESTP \C d"pl.oyr:ient, Remaining in Seal Beach only overnig\t on ,:t: the 6 11 COONTZ .Pulled into San Di.ego on the 7th of November f,,r .1
1 

TAV, ii 
'J;;( perio of 8 fays with the USS GONPERS (AD-3 7) , 1 ! · 

,i)!', 0 the rrorning of 15 November COONTZ sailors bid goodbye to family ; , 
,:,;, and f lends as the ship got underway for her 6th regular WESTPAC · i: 
,/' deplo men t, The ship deployed a member of TU 15, 8 ,2 under the command . ! ',' 
I"' 7 f I I I, 'i , '•}, o; CO nllSRON 1 ,,,hose flag flew from our halyard, The period o · ! •, 'I :, 
I-"<' l;,-2] 'loveml; er, 5.n trnnsi t to Pearl Harbor, was spent in general .training,, I 
':::,;;1 r ·ONTZ a 1d TH 15 ,n ,2, stopped in Pearl Harbor from the 21 to th~ , . i;- 'I: 
}); 211th f Uove nber for fuel, provisions, upkeep, and three clays of liblet'ty [.)Ii 
:;,};: for t e ere,·, ' : I 1 , 
ifi <' the 2'ith of November COONTZ along with the other elements of 11 !!) 
•'}TU 15 3,2 ckoartccl Penrl Harbor enroute to Subic nay, P,l. AEte•· I ' 
J:/( J.oos1 g a. dn1 J.n the 1·ealm of the Golden Dragon on 28 November, the I if i 
;(; ship hanged operational commands to Seventh Fleet on 1 December and ' i' 
\,i;Fbccan a men,l1er of TU 70,0,2, A hrif six hour stop was made at Guam: iii' 

,'.1:J/.)on 3 'ecember for refueling, and at that time COMDESRON Seventeen ' i
1
) ·. 

'l<{i'l took eave of the COOl'TZ, After leaving Guam that evening COONn a

1

n.d ·.1.· 
:',J\,j1other rm men·',crs of the Task Unit were fortunate in obtaining th•1 ' ::,: 
1'.\')!'s,:,rvj cs of USS PANIEJ, BOONE (SSB(N) 629) for a few hours of ASW tr,in, ing i'.','. 

1 H! ,ibefor contl ,min". cnroute, 
fe :'.11~ I ' ' I ', ti'., <' 8 Der ember after a crossii1g marked by its continuous training i;:,; 
/'1 ! ef for , COOi TZ arrived in Subic Bay for TAV, The ship's stay in Subic 
{ ·l nay t,· c. cut short and on the 14th of Decemher the ship was under ray i I 

)j' for Y .nkee f'tation, Pn 17 December COONTZ joined up with TG 77,71 aljd i 

. Ub a~sun cl plar1 e guard duties for USS CONSTELLATION, ! !'' 
,l,i:!I, 01 the l'lth of Decemher the Honorable Frank E, CURR/IN, Mayor of ' · !, 
'1;]:( San D ·r,o, c.,lifornia nnd memhers of his staff boarded COONTZ vin heli~ 
':,'!./ copte, to eY.l:end to the members of the crew the best wishes of t1'e , ! 
'rJ.i./citiz, 19 of ::an Diego, California, A film entitled "Operation Thanks": 
;,,i;;iwas sl11•wn to all hands and videotaped interviews of crew members werf ! 

?(made for sho· ,ing in the San Diego area, , 
'it1/[ The 21st of necemhcr turned out to be a busy day as COONTZ receiyed 
h'lher f:t\R helo. detachment cross deck from USS Mount.Katami and shifted to 

i;{J;c 77 .. 8 ,r ·'' eume pl~n(! :~uard duties ffr uss, RANC'R;, . : ':: .·· j i:, 
)iii r ! i r , . , ' ! 'i 
,-;_ ;) ~. a , I , '. ,1 ! f 
;, § '~ ._. :j ;·, I 

',\::. ' · ','' 4 · :tn•.lo, ure' (2/ 
"Jt": ', ·1- --
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0n 25 'Jeccmber the ship Ce.parted Yankee Station c1nd proceeded 
directly to Danang, South Vi.etnam arrivins early on the morninp, of 
the 2Gth.. 0ur port calJ. in Danang was a Lrief ten hours duri.ng 
which key personnel were p,iven SAR Briefings. The eve.nin~ of the 
26th found COONTZ underway for SAR workup training in local T\::mang 
OP Areas. 1:.Jorkup exercises included a SAR pickup rnission and two 
nights of Anti-PT Doat trai.ning. 

The COON"TZ proceeded enroute to Southern SJ\R stat ion on 28 
Dece.mhcr in company with LYMAN K. S1:.JENSON as a member of Task Uni.t 
70.8 .. 3. On 29 December C00'.'JTZ relJeved the u~-;s WORDEN on SSAR station 
and assumed SAR duties for the remainder of the year. 

111roughout the course of 1968 ope.rations another important !'first'~ 
took place involving LTSS C:OONTZ and her cre\,J. This t.._Tas the installation 
ancl evalw.1 tion of the ·1TEAHS i: (Test Evaluation and Honi tori.ng System) 
aboard C0()1'.J'f Z. 

COONTZ hTas nominated for the initial evaluation of the TEA.MS 
sys tern in early Fehruary 1968. The system -i:,rns designed to monitor 
and evaluate. tlie electronic circuitry of the. AN/SPS-10 and AN/SPG-53 
Radar systems, providing conti.nuous programed checkout of operating 
levels and indicating in a di.splayed form problem areas for shipboard 
technicians to troubleshoot and repair. 

Installation of the TEA'!S system was carried out during a RAV 
period (1 April - 12 !fay) in San Diego, California by the National 
Steel Company (NASCO). · 

Follm,Ting installati.on intensive system c!1eckout and evaluation 
was initiated by both Navy personnel and a group from NOP.THRO? Nor
tronics, the TEA.NS design and manufacturing agency. Technicnl eval
uation using \·~O"R.TlTROP >Jortronics personnel nm from 1 June to 23 /\Ugus t, 
Operational e.valuation hy s'.lipl;oaxd personnel comrncnce.d on 2!+ August 
and has been extended for continuation into Calendar 1969. 

Durinr, the <.:,_ieek of 27 ".·Jnv 2. 12 ninute. coJor docun1cnt,c1p,- fiJrn 
c.ntitleC 1 'The. Teams 1.·!atch" ,,1as taken a.1~oard USS COONTZ for the purpose 
of illustrating operational usage of the teai1:s c::ystev. 

1-,.ran:-7 shipi,oar<l personnel tourcc1 the. ~,:m:THROP Nortronics plant in 
AnaheJ.Ti1~ California cluri.n.r,; Octoher 1968 to have. exnlained firsthand 
the design and manufacture of this monitoring system. 
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