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BASIC HISTORY AND NARRATIVE

Command Organization.

1. Commanding Officer: Captain John M. Tierney, USN. Relieved by
Captain Harry E. Gerhard, USN, on 9 January 1971. Captain J.D. Ward,
USN, assumed command 28 September 1971.
2. Embarked Staffs: Commander Carrier Division Three: 10-14 December 1971
3. Homeport: Bremerton, Washington until April, 1971. Homeport changed
to San Diego, California, at the conclusion of the overhaul period.
4. Mission: To engage in Naval air operations against enemy shipé, in-

stallations, and aircraft in all weather conditions in order to carry

out assignments by higher command.

5. Composition of Command:

(a) Embarked Attack Carrier Air Wing Nine from 27 August 1971 to 31

December 1971.
(b) End of year complement:
Officers: 339
Enlisted: 4019

B. Chronolegy of Significant Events.

January

1-31 Overhaul, Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (PSNS), Bremerton, Washington
9 Change of Command: USS CONSTELLATION - Capt. GERHARD/Capt. TIERNEY

February

1-28 Overhaul, PSNS, Bremerton
27-28 Fast Cruise

March

1-28 Overhaul, PSNS, Bremerton
6-8 Sea Trials
29-31 Overhaul, PSNS Bremerton

April

1 Overhaul, PSNS, Bremerton

2-5 Independent Steaming Exercise, Puget Sound

5-12 Overnaul, PSNS, Bremerton

12-15 Enroute San Diego

15-26 In port San Diego, Naval Air Station, North Island
26-30 Type training, Southern California
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1-3  In port San Diego

4-20 Refresher Training, Southern California

21-31 In port San Diego

28 Change of Command: Commander, Naval Air”Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet

1-4  Independent Steaming Exercise, Refresher Training
4-14 In port San Diego

14-21 Carrier Qualifications, Southern California

22-28 In port San Diego

28-30 Carrier Qualifications

1-2 Carrier Qualifications

2-12 1In port San Diego

12-19 Carrier Qualifications

19-24 In port, restricted availability
25-31 Inspection and survey

August

Tn nort San ﬂipgh ’
6 Underway for air operations, Southern California
8 In port San Dlego
9-20 Underway for air operations, 50uthern Ca]1forn1a
21-24 1n port San Diego
27 Embark Carrier Air Wing Nine
25-31 Underway for Operational Readiness Inspection

!
2-
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September

1-3  Underway for Operational Readiness Inspection
4-30 In port for Planned Operational Maintenance
28 Change of Command: USS CONSTELLATION - Capt. WARD/Capt. GERHARD

Octeber

1-6 Enroute Pearl Harbor

6-10 Air operations, Hawaii Operational Area
11 In port Pearl Harbor

12-13 Operational Readiness Exercise

14-15 In port Pearl Harbor

16-27 Enroute Subic Bay

22 Joined the Seventh Fleet

28-29 In port Subic Bay

30 Enroute Yankee Station
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Novemter

1-2 Enroute Yankee Station

3-21 Special Operations on Yankee Station
22-23 Enroute Subic Bay

24-27 In port Subic Bay

28~-29 Enroute Yankee Station

30 Special Operations on Yankee Station

December §

1-31 Special Operations on Yankee Station
C. Monthly Narrative.

JANUARY

The new year found CONSTELLATION still at Puget Sound Naval Ship-
yard, Bremerton, Washington, under going a ten-month overhaul. Significant
aspects of the overhaul during 1971 included remodeling of dental spaces,
renovation of guided missile spaces and conversion to Navy Distillate Fuel.
On the 9th, Capt. Harry E. Gerhard relieved Capt. John M. Tierney in cere-
monies held on board. Two crew members died while ashore during the holi-
days, one of smoke inhalation, the other of pneumonia. Services were held
T Lhelr menory on 11 Jdanuary.

FEBRUARY

CONSTELLATION remained in the Bremerton yards, getting underway for
a two-day shakedown cruise on 27 February. The cruise brought to 1ight some
defects but generally reflected a successful overhaul. On 11 February, BM3
Robert M. Stroud was married to Miss Mary Ann Martin in CONSTELLATION's fore-
castle. The ceremony was performed by Cdr. Calvin F. Schmid, ship's chaplain.
Guests included Capt. H. L. Halleland, Executive Officer.

MARCH

The ship remained in the yards for most of the month of March while
completing her overhaul. She was underway for three days, 6 through 8 March,
for a successful period of Sea Trials. On 29 March, CONSTELLATION was pro-
nounced ready to sail.

APRIL

On 2 April, CONSTELLATION embarked on a three-day steaming exercise off
the coast of Washington. Returning on the 5th, the ship began preparing
for her return to San Diego. On the 8th, members of the ship's company be-
gan to load personal baggage, household goods, and automobiles in preparaticn
for the transit to San Diego. On-load was completed by the afternoon of the
11th. Despite demonstrations by dissidents and a bomb threat, CONSTELLATION
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sailed for the warmer waters of-San Diego on the morning of the 12th, with
nearly 600 dependents, 200 vehicles, and mere than 100 pets aboard. A full
schedule of entertainment - from television and movies to basketball and
dancing in the hangar bay - helped to pass the three-day transit. In a more
constructive line, the Dental Department conducted a clinic of preventive
dentistry during the entire cruise. Traveling with the dependents were
seventeen Waves dn one of the first such embarkations ever.

Arriving in San Diego on the 15th, the ship spent ten days in port
to allow CONSTELLATION's families time to settle. The last five days of the
month were spent underway in type training off the coast of Southern
Califernia. On the 29th, the Yeapons department successfully tested the
Terrier Missile System with nine missiles fired on the Pacific Missile Range.

FAY

CONSTELLATION returned to port on the first of May and on the 3rd
of the month hosted an open house celebrating the 60th Anniversary of Naval
Aviation. Some 1200 guests came aboard to view a presentation on the mission
of carriers and flight deck displays of weapons, equipment and aircraft.
From the 4th to the 20th, the ship was once agdin underway off the coast of
Southern California, this time for Refresher Training. CONSTELLATION scored
well throughout the exhausting schedule of training exercises, nighlighted
by Damage Control's record-setting score of 93. On the 12th, during REFTRA,
CONSTELLATION effected & rescue at sea. Mr. Arthur D. Conliffe. a vachtgman
enroute from San Diege te Panaiia, was found adrift, with the pump of his 22-
toot craft broken. CONSTELLATION brought Mr. Conliffe aboard and towed his
yacht benind until a Coast Guard vessel.arrived to carry both to shore. The
ship spent the rest of the month in San Diego, and in ceremonies held on
board on the 28th, YAdm. Thomas J. Waiker, CONSTELLATION's first commanding
officer, relievaed VAdm. W{lliam F. Bringle as Commander Naval Air Force,
United States Pacific Fleet.

JUNE

CONSTELLATION spent the first four days of June underway on an in-
dependent steaming exercise. Joining her for this cruise were seventeen
midshipmen who would stay aboard until July 10th on a summer training cruise.
Returning to port on the 4th, CONSTELLATION spent the next six weeks alter-
nately in and out of port while engaging in carrier qualifications. On
the 5th of June, Randall K. Bishop, a dental technician, was killed in the
crash of the private aircraft he was piloting. On the 30th, Lt. Warren B,
Christie made the first fully automatic landing of an A-7 Corsair aboard
;hig. And on thessame day, Lcdr. Gene Tucker took the first F-4 in, "ng

ands". '

JULY

In port 2-12 July, CONSTELLATION acted as host to the Australian
carrier HMAS SYDNEY. The two ships exchanged yisits and parties for three
days. On the 9th, Captain Harry E. Gerhard and Mr. Robert Murphy, president
of the San Diego chapter of the Navy League, presented 21



medals and awards . a ceremony héld aboard. Capt. tGerhard administered re-
entistment oaths to six men and Mr. Murphy briefly addressed the 1800 men
gathered on the flight deck. On the following day, the ship weathered a

- fire in the number. four machinery room. The fire broke out after midnight
as the ship lay moored to the quay wall at Naval Air Station, North Island.
Quick action by firefighters restricted the damage to a minimum but six per-
'sons required treatment for smoke inhalation. On 10 July, 50 Sea Cadets -
25 Americans and 25 Canadian - came aboard for a week of orientation. After
that week they exchanged places with a group of similar composition which
had been assigned to the Naval Training Center, San Diego. . The results of
the two-week project were gratifying, both for the Navy and for Canadian-
American relations. On the 19th, CONSTELLATION began a five-day period of
restricted availability in preparation for a visit by the Board of Inspection
and Survey. The ship got underway for 36 hours to inspect each piece of
equipment under operational conditions. The results: CONNIE scored high
and was ready for duty. ;

AUGUST

Throughout the month of August, CONSTELLATION continued carrier
qualifications. On an annual ADMAT inspection, held 3-5 August, the Supply
department scored 92.5% for a rating of excellent and in a followup check
on sanitation, CONSTELLATION was tabbed the "best of the carriers inspected".
On the 28th, CONSTELLATION replenished a destroyer, the USS DECATUR (DDG-31),
underway. This UNREP was significant for two reasons: it was the first
CONSTELLATION to DD UNREP 1in over a year and the first to transfer Navy
Distillate Fuel. Also, on the 28th, Cdr. "Manny" Sousa, commanding officer
of the "Blue Niamondc" of VA_146 mado tha 117 000th landing aboard CORNNIE.
The end of the month found CONSTELLATION underway for an Operational Read-
iness Inspection, the final pre-deployment training exercise.

SEPTEMBER

The ORI was completed on the 2nd of September and CONSTELLATION re-
turned to port for a month of planned operational maintenarce. Early-after-
noon liberty became policy as the crew took advantage of the recreational
aspects of San Diego to relax before deployment. More than one-third of
ship's company took leave to visit loved ones at home.

Meanwhile, "Constellation Vote", a local anti-war group, launched a
series of demonstrations culminating in a vote to determine whether or not
the ship should sail on schedule. (See enclosure 2) A movie company, Riviera
Productions Inc., filmed sequences for a forthcoming movie - “Tigers in the
Sky" ~ aboard CONSTELLATION. The movie, expected to premier in 1972, will
star John Gavin, Richard Egan, and selected CONSTELLATION personnel. As
activity increased, pointed toward the ship's departure date of 1 October,
Capt. Gerhard became 111, was hospitalized with a gastric ailment and on
24 September, the Executive Officer, Cdr. Thomas Overdorf, became the
commanding officer due to Capt. Gerhard's incapacitation. On 28 September



- Capt.J. D. Ward, assumed command.in informal ceremonies held on the flight
deck. That same day, Attack Carrier Air Wing Nine, led by Cdr. Lowell F.
"Gus" Eggert, came aboard for the deployment.

_OCTOBER

CONSTELLATION steamed out of San Diego for deployment to the Western
Pacific on October first, leaving behind 9 dissenters whose desertion
gnerated much publicity in opposition to the Vietnam war. Planned anti-war
demonstrations did not materialize and the only send off the ship received
was from supporters and loved ones. After a six-day transit and five days
of air:operations, the ship entered Pearl Harbor. The Operational Readiness
Exercise - the final checkout before combat - took place on the 12th. Al-
though physically and mentally drained by the grind of predeployment test-
ing, CONSTELLATION's men performed well and were deemed qualified for combat.
The 14th and 15th were spent in Pearl Harber, a mixture of business and
pleasure. CONSTELLATION left Pearl on the 16th, arriving in Subic Bay, the
Philippines, on the 28th for two days prior to departure for Yankee Station.
On the 27th, CONSTELLATION marked her 10th birthday; the celebration was
deferred until operational commitments would permit. Also on the 27th, IC]
Art Spencer, the disc jockey for KCON Radio, emerged from his studio with
an AFRTS record of 77 consecutive hours on the air. His marathon had "earned"
over $2400 in contributions for the Combined Federal Campaign.

NOVEMBER _

CONSTELLATION arrived on Yankee Station on the 2nd and commenced
operations on 3 November. Two days later Lt. J. F. Olsen made the 119,000th
landing aboard in an F-4 owned by the Silverkings of VF-92. On the 20th, Lt.
Joe Hembree of VAW-116 caught the wire in an E-2 Hawkeye to record the
120,000th landing aboard. CONNIE performed well throughout the first line
period and her pilots rolled up impressive statistics in the air. On the
22nd, LCdr. Bob Hanson launched his flight-deck shoes from the catapult, sig-
nifying the end of his tour aboard, and CONSTELLATION steamed for Subic Bay
and Thanksgiving ashore. Rainy weather did not dampen spirits as CONSTELLATION
men alternated Christmas shopping with celebrations of the return to port.
Too quickly the five days passed and CONSTELLATION spent a day in training
exercises before returning to the firing line. On the 30th, CVW-2's planes
lifted from the flight deck to begin the second period of special operations
on the firing line.

DECEMBER

During the entire month of December, CONSTELLATION remained on Yankee
Station. On the sixth, Lt. Ken Meyer of VA-146 landed his A-7 for the
121,000th landing on CONSTELLATION. The following day, a standdown, found
m3ny of CONSTELLATION's men in Hangar Bay One. Here the ship's boxers de-
feated those of the USS CARPENTER (DD-825), eight bouts to four. On December
8th, CONSTELLATIGN and USS WICHITA (AOR-8) hooked up in the first STREAM
(Standard Tensioned Replenishment Alongside Method) by a big-deck carrier in
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‘the Western Pacific.

On December 17, Lt.(J

.g.) R. L.
-122,000th landing in an A-7 owned by the Jasons.

Marquis of VA-147 tallied the
The next day Commander

R. L. Thomas and the Engineering Department celebrated the first anniversary
of CONSTELLATION's conversion to Navy Distillate Fuel with a party in Num-

ber One Main Machinery Room.

Strindberg of VAW-116 made the 123,000th landing in his E-2 "Hummer".

And on the last day of 1971,

ceremony was scheduled for the new year.

D. Special Information.

1. Flight Information.
(a) Launches 1971: 9,555
(b) Recoveries 1971: 9,801

2. Underway Replenishments.
(a) Receiving: 42
(b) Delivering: 7
(c) Vertical replenishments: 10

3. Medical Information.
(a) Total Outpatient Visits 25,215
{5) Admission refervals 175
(c) Flight physicals 207
(d) Other complete physicals 1,468
(e) Limited services 5,033
(f) Refractions < 678
(g) Glasses ordered 1:371
(h) Prescriptions filled 21,725
(i) Laboratory tests done 8,822
(3) X-rays processed 2,920
(k) Gonorrhea 228
(1) nsu 438
(m) Minor injuries 365

4. Ordnance Repoﬁt.
(a) Ordnance received: 6698.2 tons
(b) Ordnance expended: 6527.0 tons

E. Chaplain's Report.

Lt. Bruce S.
The

During 1971 CONSTELLATION's Chaplains held memorial services on

board for three crewmen and officiated in four burials at sea.

Chaplain

C. F. Schmid conducted four weddings, including one in the ship's forecastle.
The Chaplains sponsored many bake sales in the hangar bay, among them bene-

fit sales for the Central Kitsap High School Drill Team

, Enlisted Wives Club,

Mary Alice Retarded Children's Club, and the Officers' Wives of Subic Bay.



On April 11, the Chaplain's hosted an onboard musical program by
the Lute Singers of Qur Saviour's Lutheran Church. Later in the month,
Chaplain Schmid organized the nursery and conducted group discussions of
marital préblems during the transit to San Diego. In May, the Chaplains
presented a musical program, by a folk group from Naval Air Station North
Island Chapel, in the hangar bay. The following month both Cdr. Schmid and
Ledr. Holland participated in memoridl services held for the USS YORKTOWN
Association on board CONSTELLATION.

Chaplain Schmid served as Chairman for the Combined Federal Campaign.
CONSTELLATION's contribution amounted to $17,679.75. Throughout the cruise,
the Chaplains provided spiritual guidance, not only to CONSTELLATION, but
also to ships in company, frequently traveling by helicopter to perform
religious sarvices at sea.

F. Guests.

A variety of guests visited CONSTELLATION during 1971. The ship
served as host for a Navy League Orientation Cruise during an independent
steaming exercise, 2-4 April. Forty-two guests from the entire Pacific
Northwest were treated to three days of insight into the carrier Navy.
During the transit to San Diego, April 12-15, CONSTELLATION was the scene
of another type of guest's cruise as the ship-carried some 600 dependents
and 800 vehicles free of charge.

Cungressman Ronald Dellums (D-Cal) visited CONSTELLATICN on 16 April.
Mr. Dellums toured the ship, interviewed Captain Gernard, and tallked at
length with several of the crewmen.

On the first of July, some 80 membars of the American Ordnance
Association joined CONSTELLATION underway by helicopter for a two-day cruise.
On returning to port, the ship served as host to the visiting Australian
carrier HMAS SYDNEY, 2-9 July. SYDNEY's visit in San Diego was highlighted
by CONSTELLATION's wardroom party, SYDNEY's reciprocal entertainment, and an
all-hands party at Admiral Baker Field.

On 2 August, Miss Betty Peach, a reporter for the San Diego Evening
Tribune, rode the ship during carrier qualifications to write a story: "A
Day in the Life of a Fighter Piloi".

Senator Sam J. Ervin (D-N.C.) of the Senate Armed Forces Committee,
visited the ship in September as did Deputy Under-Secretary of the Navy
Daniel A. Grimes.

The first of October found CONSTELLATION underway for the western
Pacific with twenty guests from as far away as Michigan embarked for a Sec-
retary of the Navy Guest Cruise. On 9 October twenty more auests, Navy
Leaguers from Hawaii, fiew out for a one-day ride. CONSTELLATION concluded
her role as hostess enroute with a visit by fourteen senior officers from
the staff of CINCPACFLT.
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. On Yankee Station, CONSTELLATION hosted numerous news representatives.

Mr. James Giggans of ABC-TV came aboard 6-8 November to film stories on the
"Holy Helo", blacks aboard ship, and the San Diego dissenters. Ltjg "Chip"
White, Public Affairs Officer, Subic Bay Detachment, embarked November 8-11

to shoot still pictures for release to hometown newspapers. On 14 November,
Mr. William Plante, CBS-TV, embarked for two days to film a special program
on the air war. Mg, Terry Reynolds, a free-lance photographer, arrived on
the 17th, also for a feature on air operations.

: On 30 November, the four members of the Dean-Davis Company visited
CONSTELLATION to entertain. Two shows held in the Hangar Bay were very
well received by an audience of more than 2500,

Mr. Henry Aronson, a free-lance journalist, arrived on 2 December
to write a story on military justice at sea. Mr. David Butler, Playboy
Magazine, arrived at the same time to obtain material for an article on
"Impressions of the War."

On 4 December, Mrs. Nancy Peterson, a photographer for the New York
Times, came aboard for photo coverage of air operations.

And on 9 December, CONSTELLATION received two guests. Janie Lewis,
the "Weather Girl" from American Forces Vietnam Network, came aboard to
visit with members of the crew. She delivered several weather broadcasts
over the shin's felevision and vicited many of the ship's centers of activity,
including ready rooms, engineering spaces, bridge, hospital ward, and, of
course, the weather office. Mr. Ennio lacobucci, a journalist from Inter-
hational Press, also came aboard for two days for a story on life aboard an
aircraft carrier. On 11 December, Mr. Craig. Whitney, Saigon bureau chief
for the New York Times, arrived for a day aboard. Mr. Whitney covered a
story on changing attitudes among Navy pilots.

- With his usual last-minute timing, Santa Claus arrived on board late
the afternoon of 24 December. Eschewing his customary sleigh and eight, the
old gent caught the first wire in Phantom 204, piloted by Lt. Curt Dosé of
VF-92. He visited briefly on the flight deck before disappearing intc the
Silverkings' ready room. Santa's visit was upstaged the next day when
Admiral Bernard A. Clarey, CINCPACFLT, came aboard by helicopter Christmas
Day. Admiral Clarey stayed only a few hours but spoke to the entire ship
over KCON-TV and to all squadron commanders in person.

Among other visitors to CONSTELLATION during 1971 were the North
County Law Enforcement Supervisors; candidates for Miss Kitsap County; the
99's, an association of women pilots; Sea World workers; the American Society
of Welding Engineers; the Armed Forces Communications and Electronics
Association; Tecolote Little League, Granite Hills High School Choir; the
Guy's and Dolls, a high school musical troupe; the Bakersfield High School
Symphony; the City Managers of San Diego; a host of groups from various
schools, scout troops, and service organizations; and some 1200 visitors who
came to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of Naval Aviation.
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SPECIAL PROBLEMS

A, Dissident Activities
1. GENERAL

CONSTELLATION encountered a series of problems of dissident reaction
during 1971. MWithin this general area, several specific difficulties a-
rose: distribution of subversive literature to the members of the crew
through the mails; an organization known as the Nonviolent Action Committee
which attempted to persuade private citizens and military alike to prevent
CONSTELLATION from deploying on schedule; and a group of sailors who sought
sanctuary in a San Diego church, missing the ship's movement.

2. CONCERNED OFFICERS' MOVEMENT (com)

The problem of dissident factions interested in CONSTELLATION first
made itself known during the overhaul in Bremerton, Washington. Conditions
during the ten months in the yards were ripe for the formation of dissident
groups. Several political causes of the "New Left" were very much alive;
Angela Davis and Lt. William Calley were both on trial for crimes acainst
. society, and the accidental shooting of a CONNIE sailor by a Marine senti-
nel recalled the recent shootings at Kent State. The waye of campus pro-
tests was only beginning to subside and in the military as elsewhere through-
out the nation, young npeaple ware aspiring to gracp the rains of politica)
power,

The beginnings of the Concerned Officers™ Movement (COM) on board
CONSTELLATION are somewhat obscured, The.name is not peculiar to the ship,
the area of the country, or the Navy, as there are several such groups
throughout the nation, with as many objectives as there are groups. The
CONSTELLATION group was apparently the brainchild of two or three individ-
uals and a determined propaganda campaign, best seen in posters and leaflets
distributed throughout the ship.

Members recruited for this movement began to gather weekly in private
homes. Meetings, publicized in the "Lewis-McChord Free Press” (an under-
ground military newspaper to which several members of COM contributed), also
drew occasional visitors from Ft. Lewis, McChord AFB, and Bremerton Naval
Hospitai. The greatest number estimated to have attended any one of these
meetings is 25, and estimates of "active" COM members aboard range from 15
to 30.

Purposes of these meetings and the objectives of COM in general varied.
While generally centered around opposition to the war, they also stressed
racial prejudice within the service and promoted the dignity of the service-
man. Beyond merely discussing these sentiments, COM had two purpcses: to
enlist support for their viewpoint, often covertly, and to make this view-
point known in as visible and voluble a way as possible.

(L]
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In pursuit of the first objective, the group passed out issues of the
Free Press aboard ship and held "rap sessions" on board. Moreover, to make
~a point, groups of up to fifty called the ship's "action 1ine" to demonstrate

solidarity in opposition to ship's policies.

The second objective - public display - took the form of a mass demon-
stration the day before CONSTELLATION departed Bremerton. The theme of the
demonstration was "Connie Stay Home for Peace" and some 300 demonstrators
marched in a chilly rain. Local television coverage was received.

3. NON-VIOLENT ACTION (NVA)
(a) MAIL

A group known as Non-Violent Action (NVA) first appeared in the form
of some 2500 Tetters mailed to the ship in Bremerton in early April. These
letters contained a lengthy discourse on the nature of the war in Asia and
CONSTELLATION's role in that war. The letters concluded with an exhortation
to ship's company to take a stand against the war.

Though a few of these letters were addressed to individuals by name
(and these were delivered), the bulk of the letters were addressed to "Member"
as "Member, OE Division." One interpretation of Postal Regulations was that
these Tetters fell into the category of undeliverable mail, containing an
incomplete address; the command declined to distribute them. Also, an inter-
pretation of Curvenl Navy reyuiatiions deemed that the Commanding Otfficer 1s
THE primary member of every ship's division, and the letters were all deliv-
ered to him as the addressee. The letters were retained on board until the
ship's arrival in San Diego where, after consulting with a San Diego postal
official, a ship's postal official destroyed them.

The destruction of these letters - which were mailed first-class -
was raised by NVA as a case of tampering with the U.S. Mails. The Post-
master of San Diego stated his belief that no improper action had been taken.
The Postmaster General, however, reversed this decision, ruling that since
the letters were first-class mail and bore a return address, postal laws
required their return to that address. NVA made known its intention to
prosecute Captain Gerhard in this matter., but nothing has come of this dec-
laration. Later mailings by NVA were addressed to individuals by name and
were so delivered.

After the ship's arrival in San Diego, NVA launched a very active
anti-CONSTELLATION campaign. This program began with a highly publicized
visit by anti-war Congressman Ronald V. Dellums (Demo-Berkeley), who inter-
viewed Captain Gerhard on board. It quickly became apparent that Congress-
man Dellums' visit was calculated, not to determine the extent of unrest on
the ship, but to incite unrest. Having accomplished his objective to a 1im-
ited extent, Dellums departed enroute to a press conference at which he de-
cried the continuation of the war and the use of the aircraft in perpetuating
this international violence.
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(b) CONSTELLATION VOTE

The next action of NVA was the project known as "Constellation
Vote". The objective of this "Vote" was to keep "the USS CONSTELLATION
and -other aircraft carriers home for peace." Such at Teast was the stated
-objective: whether the dissenters held any real hopes of keeping the ship
home or whether the entire project was designed to publicize antiwar senti-
ment - apparently by acting within the system - cannot be determined. At
any rate NVA proceeded as though its only intent was an actual vote to prove
that the ship did not have the support of the public at large in carrying
out its orders. NVA handouts and flyers suggested an intent to persuade
. every crewmember of CONSTELLATION to refuse to sail.

The members of NVA were a diverse group. Several of the members
of COM were NVA members as well, including junior officers from the ship
and Lt. Ron VandenBossche from the Naval Hospital in Bremerton. A number
of the wives of CONSTELLATION crew members worked for NVA. A number of San
Diego residents, including several recently-separated Naval officers, rounded
out the nucleus of the NVA.

Leadership from outside San Diego comes from several well-known
persons. Dr. Will Watson, professor of history at MIT and visiting profes-
sor at the University of California at San Diego became research cocordinator.
David Harris, known as a convicted draft-dodger and the husband of folk-
singer Joan Baez, arrived to lend vocal support. And Miss Baez came to pro-
vide vocal assistance of a more substantial nature; she gave several fund-
raising eoncerts in addition to contributing her charismatic presceice.

The funds expended in the "Constellation Vote" campaign were managed
in a highly professional manner and reflected sound financial backing. Es-
timates of the expenditures run at $27,000. In addition to contributions
and the funds raised by Mr. Harris and Miss Baez, NVA received support from
another side. A troupe of entertainers headed by several big names - Donald
Sutherland, Jane Fonda, and Dick Gregory - had been invited via a petition
allegedly signed by some 1000 crew members to perform their antiwar show a-
board CONSTELLATION. Only one copy of the petition with 32 names was ever
seen by the Commanding Officer. When the troupe was refused permission to
perform aboard, they held a benefit performance in San Diego and devoted
the profits to NVA.

The funds spent by NVA were used in various means of publicity.
Approximately ten different Tleaflets, professionally printed, were circulated
throughout Coronado. (See attached) Each morning volunteers would shove
the leaflets into the open windows of cars entering the Naval Air Station,
North Island. Bumper stickers were also a popular means of publicity. On
weekends an airplane flew over San Diégo's tourist attractions., towing the
sign, "Constellation stay home for peace." An extensive booklet of research,
opinions, and conclusions - the "Constellation Papers" - was printed as part
of this campaign. One copy of this -book was mailed to each member of
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" CONSTELLATION's crew, and countless othars to chosen individuals. NVYA also
purchased time for 30 ten-second spots on local television. An aspect of
publicity which accrued as-a result of NYA's efforts was an appearance oR
"Telepulse", a late-night television show featuring debate and the tabulation
.0f viewers' opinions. Two retired Naval officers volunteered to represent
the Navy and engaged David Harris and Dr. Watson on the subject of the vote,

As the time for the balloting drew near, NVA stepped up the schedule
of activity. Picnics, cookouts, dances in the street, and sing-alongs in-
creased in number and in volume.

Finally, the balloting took place. The turnout of a reported 55,000
votes reflected a 5-1 balance in favor of CONSTELLATION's remaining in San
Diego. The results were guestionable due to the unlimited voting franchise,
lack of control of voting (voters were on their honor to vote only once), and
due to the fact that an abstention was touted as a vote for the status quo,
Thus, every citizen who failed to vote theoretically cast his ballot against
the resoclution that CONSTELLATION should stay home.

After the voting, David Harris and Joan Baez left San Diego and the
movement was largely spent. Some thirty persons participated in an all-
night "vigil for peace" and two or three boats were on hand to escort
CONSTELLATION out of the bay as an "armada for peace"., But cool weather
and the U.S. Coast Guard, respectively, discouraged these two demonstrations.
The ship left for the Western Pacific without incident.

Throughout the entire summer leading up to the vote, the Navy main-
tained a dual posture toward the dissidents, The activity of the dissenters
was consistently ignored by ranking officers of CONSTELLATION, COMNAVAIRPAC,
and COMFIRSTFLT, By refusing to grant the dissidents any official recogni-
tion - including permission to come onte the ship or the base - the Navy
denied them status or credibility while contributing nothing to NVA's pub-
Ticity campaigns. The crew of CONSTELLATION - exposed as 1ittle as pessible
to NVA - adopted Captain Gerhard's attitude and were "amused™ by the project.

Wnile taking no official notice of NYA's activities, the Navy was
quietly working within to identify whose who might contribute to unrest.
Those members of COM whose active duty was not soon to expire were processed
with transfers, early discharges, or administrative discharges, depending
on the nature of participation. As those immediately involved with NYA
were weeded out, interest in the vote dwindled to an academic curiosity.

(¢) DESERTERS

The effects of the vote might have been forgotten soon after the
ship's deployment had not a further development occurred. The day before
CONSTELLATION's deployment six members of ship's company sought “sanctuary
in a Roman Catholic Church. The next morning they were joined by three
others and the nine remained in the church until the ship was we{] out from
San Diego. The men had apparently been told by NYA that they would have &

iy

4



defense team of 20 lawyers if brought to trial. The actions of these nine
men served to emphasize one of the rather alarming objectives of NVA/COM;
to persuade the crew of CONSTELLATION to refuse to sail.

The "Constellation Nine" surrendered to Naval Investigative Seryice
Officers hours after CONSTELLATION had sailed, and were flown to the carrier
at sea to await legal action. Again the ship followed the policy of minimal
publicity. Rather than trying to make an example of the nine - thereby
giving them the exposure they sought - Captain Ward elected to mete out non-
judicial punishment. The advantages of this action were several: punish-
ment was certain; justice was swift and inexpensive; the men were retained
on the ship and as Correctional Custody prisoners, they were isolated from
the press who might tend to publicize the case.

By 1 December all but one, who chose to finish his service in the
Navy, had been transferred from CONSTELLATION. This was accomplished with
minimum public reaction and almost negative reaction among the crew.

The lasting effects of dissident action - from Bremerton through
CONSTELLATION's depioyment - are minimal. The dissidents gone, the ship
has largely forgotten. The extent to which the command strategy worked
appears obvious in the ship's departure from Pearl Harbor, less than a month
atter "the vote" and the deployment from San Diego. Despite the efforts of
a group in Honolulu to carry off a "Harbor Project II", attemﬁting to pre-
vent CONSTELLATION from sailing through mass desertion, the ship sailed on

+ime with not nane man micecina nn unauthavrized ahcanca
e Wn not o ane man mrecihad nn QRattndriZad QEenCs

B. Conversion to Navy Distillate Fuel

1. At 1146 on 23 December 1971, CONSTELLATION completed the first year
of operation on ND fuel. CONSTELLATION was the first, and continues to be
the only attack carrier with a 1200 psi steam plant which is operating on
ND fuel. The following is a summary of the probiems faced and action taken
by the command:

(a) Background problems and action:

DATE PROBLEM/ACTION

5 June 1870 Regular overhaul at NSY Bremertion for a sched-
uled 9 and 1/4 months; the length of the overhaul
was extended to 10 months due to a number of sig-
nificant increases in the work package.

August 1970 The shipyard was authorized by NAVSHIPS and
COMNAVAIRPAC to complete the ND conversion on
CONSTELLATION.

Command Action: LCDR C.E. ZIMMERMAN was des-
ignated as the ND Project Manager for the ship.
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© DATE

November 1970
23 December 1970

January 1971

February 1971

March 1971

PROBLEM/ACTION

After a thorough review of all available infor-
mation on the conversion, the Command issued a
summary report on anticipated problems and con-

-cerns; these consisted of training, operating

procedures, and fire fighting requirements.

The ship commenced training of propulsion person-
nel for ND 1ight-offs; one week of instruction
by NAVSECPHILADIV Distillate Advisory Team (DAT)
members supplemented the ship's program.

At 1146 on this date, ND fires were first light-
ed in number one Main Machinery Room.

Light-offs in all main machinery spaces were
realized; however, a number of fuel o0il service=:
pumps failed during this period.

Command Action: Key Engineering personnel worked
closely with shipyard and CHNAVMAT personnel to
define ND problems, causes, and modifications
necessary to assure reliable operation.

Trial and interim changes were made in the fuel
0il system to accommodate the operational vari-
aticns unique to ND fuel when utilized in a 1200
psi CVA.

Command Action: A11 BT personnel were briefed
on the ND variations and re-indoctrinated on the
physical changes in the fuel o0il service piping.
This indoctrination is a continuing requirement
as the changes introduced -additional situations
which could result in the overboard discharge

of fuel.

The ship successfully conducted a three day post-
repair Sea Trial; however, difficulties were
still experienced with fuel o1l service pump
failures and open piping vents.

Command f/iction: Detailed reviews with the ship-
yard and CNM personnel revealed that pump fail-
ures were being caused by the carry over of
residue NSFO (Taden with solid particulate) from
the fuel oil tanks. The shipyard emptied and
cleaned all 16 fuel o0il service tanks before the
ship departed for San Diego. 1In addition the
last remaining NSFO was off-loaded from storage
tanks. :




April 1971

May-Jdune 1971

10 July 1971

Aug-Sept 1971

PROBLEN/ACTION

The ship successfully accomplished a four hour

-full power trial and six hour economy trial

using ND fuel.

The BT personnel were required to inspect all
fuel oil flanges, manifold valves, and piping

to locate leaks which began to appear as the ND
fuel dissolved the years of accumulation of NSFO
coatings.

Command Action: Leak repairs beyond the capabil-
ity of ship's force were completed by industrial
assistance in San Diego. Utilizing new valves
provided by COMNAVAIRPAC, the 011 Lab personnel
reactivated the fuel tank stripping systems
throughout the engineering spaces.

A major fire occurred in Number 4 Main Machinery
Room due to ignition-of ND fuel film by a hot,
uniagged steam line in the bilges. There were

no personnel casualties and damage was 1imited

to Tagging, insulation, electric cabling, and
burned paint.

Command Action: The ship continued to meet its
operational commitments by getting underway two
days after the fire using only three engines.
Ship's force and contractor personnel continued
the repair and restoration work during the next
three weeks, -underway and inport.

The in-port fire party was augmented with addition-
al personrel and frozen in four section liberty.
The Repair Division made up special hose rigs and
Tocated them in the large Aqueous Film Forming
Fluoride (AFFF) conflaaration stations io provide
AFFF foam in the event of a subsequent machinery
space fire; this interim arrangement. will be
replaced by a permanent aiteration in 1972.

Numerous pump failures began occurring again as
the result of contamination from the tanks.
Comnand Action: The ship, together with indus-
trial assistance, re-cleaned all 16 service tanks
and started on storage tanks as time permitted
during the POM period. The fuel oil service
return oil piping to the service tanks was changed
by separating it from the stripping system and
installing permanent piping into the service

tanks at a height of 6-7 feet.




DATE
October 1971

November 1971

December 1971

-

PROBLEM/ACTION

During the transit to Hawaii the failure of ser-

" vice pumps in Number 3 Main Machinery Room

continued.

Command Action: The ship together with Pearl
Harbor NSY personnel repaired the pumps, cleaned
the 4 service tanks in 3 Main Machinery Room, and
started cleaning additional storage tanks. PHNSY
personnel and their tank cleaning unit accompanied
the ship on the transit to Subic, cleaning tanks
enroute.

Subic Bay Repair Facility personnel and the

ship continued cleaning storage tanks inport and
underway; of the 159 total storage tanks, only 13
tanks remain which have not been cleaned.

Operations have been very successful now that
tanks are clean and replenishment ships continue
to provide relatively clean ND fuel.



