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Bf\SIC HISTORY AND NARRATIVE 

·. A. G0mmand Organization. 

1. Commanding Officer: Captain John M. Tierney, USN. 
Captain Harry E. Gerhard, USN, on 9 January 197'1. 
USN, assumed command 28 September 1971. 

Relieved by 
Captain J.D . Ward, 

2. Embarked Staffs: Comma nder Carrier Division Three: 10-14 December 1971 

3. Homeport: Bremerton, Washington until April, 1971. Homeport changed 
to San Diego, California, at the conclusion of the overhaul period. 

4. Mission: To engage in Naval air operations against enemy ships , in­
stallatfons, and aircraft in all weather conditions in order to carry 
out assignments by higher command. 

5. Composit ion of Comma nd: 

(a) 

(b) 

Embarked Attack Carrier Air Wing Nine from 27 August 1971 to 31 
December 1971. 
End of year compl ement: 

Officers: 339 
Enlisted: 4019 

B. Chronology of Significant Events . 

January 

1-3'1 Overhaul, Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (PSNS), Bremerton, Washington 
9 Change of Command: USS CONSTELLATION - Capt. GERHARD/Capt. TIERNEY 

Februarv 

1-28 Overhaul, PSNS, Bremerton 
27-28 Fast Cruise 

tiia rcl1 

1-28 Overhaul, PSNS, Bremerton 
6-8 Sea Trials 
29-31 Overhaul , PSNS Bremerton 

1 Overhaul, PSNS, Bremerton 
2-5 Independent Steaming Exercise, Puget Sound 
5-12 Overhaul , PSNS, Bremerton 
12-1 5 Enroute San Diego 
15-26 In port San Diego, Naval Air Station, North Island 
26-30 Type training, Southern California 
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1-3 In port San Diego 
4-20 Refresher Training, Southern California 
21-31 In port San Diego 

( 

28 Change of Corm1and: Commander, Naval Air'Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

June 

1-4 Independent Steaming Exercise, Refresher Training 
4-14 In port San Diego 
14-21 Carrier Qual ifications, Southern California 
22-28 In port San D1ego 
28-30 Carrier Quali fications 

Carrier Qualifications 
In port San Diego 
Carrier Qualifications 

~ 

1-2 
2-12 
12-19 
19-24 
25-31 

In port, restricted availability 
Inspection and survey 

August 

1 Tn nnrt ~rln niPnn 
I • • - .J 

2-6 
7-8 
9-20 
21-24 
27 
25-31 

Underway for air operations, Southern Ca l ifornia 
In port San Diego 
Underway for air operations, Southern Ca l ifornia 
ln port San Diego 
Embark Carrier Air Wing Nine 
Underway for Operational Readiness Inspection 

September 

1-3 Underway for Operational Readiness Inspection 
4-30 In port for Planned Operational Maintenance 
28 Change of Command: USS CONSTELLATION - Capt. WARD/Capt. GERHARD 

October 

1-6 Enroute Pearl Harbor 
6-10 Air operations, Hawaii Operational Area 
11 In port Pearl Harbor 
12-13 Operational Readiness Exercise 
14-15 In port Pearl Harbor 
16-27 Enroute Subic Bay 
22 Joined the Seventh Fleet 
28-29 In port Subic Bay 
30 Enroute Yankee Station 
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November 

1-2 
'3-21 
22-23 
24-27 
28-29 
30 

Enroute Yankee Station 
Special Operations on Yankee 
Enroute Subic Bay 
In port Subic Bay 
Enroute Yankee Station 
Special Operations on Yankee 

December , . 

Station 

Station 

1-31 Special Operations on Yankee Station 

C. Monthly Narrative. 

JANUARY 

( 

The new year found CONSTELLATION sti ll at Puget Sound Nava l Ship­
yard, Bremerton, Wash ington , under going a ten-month overhaul . Significant 
aspects of the overhaul during 1971 i ncluded remodeling of den ta 1 spaces , 
renovation of guided missi le spaces and conversion to Navy Dis tillate Fuel. 
On t he 9th, Capt. Harry E. Gerhard relieved Capt. John M. Tierney in cere­
monies hel d on board . Two crew members died whi l e ashore during the holi­
days , one of smoke inhalation , the other of pneumonia. Services were held 
1;-. ti1f:: i ,. 111e111ury on 1 i January. 

FEBRUARY 

CONSTELLATION rema ined in the Bremerton yards, getting underway for 
a t\'iO -day shakedown cruise on 27 February. The cruise brought to 1 ight some 
defects but general ly reflected a successful overhaul. On il February, BM3 
Robert M. Stroud was married to Miss Mary Ann Martin in CONSTELLATION's fore ­
castle . The ceremony was performed by Cdr . Ca l vin F. Schmid, ship 1 s chaplain . 
Guests incl uded Capt . H. L. Ha ll el and, Execut ive Officer . 

MARCH 

The ship remained in the yards for most of the month of March while 
completing her overhaul . She was underway for three days, 6 through 8 March, 
for a successful period of Sea Tria l s . On 29 March, CONSTELLATION was pro­
nounced ready to sail. 

APRI L 

On 2 April, CONSTELLATION embarked on a three-day steaming exercise off 
the coast of Washington. Returning on the 5th , the ship began preparing 
for her return to San Diego . On the 8th, members of the ship 1 s company be­
gan to load personal baggage , household goods , and automobiles in preparation 
for the transit to San Diego . On- l oad was completed by the afternoon of the 
11th. Despite demonstrations by dissidents and a bomb threat , CONSTELLATION 
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saiYed for the warmer waters of·San Diego on the morning of t he 12th , with 
nearly 600 dependents, 800 vehicles, and mo re than 100 pets aboard . A fu ll 
schedule of entertainment - from television and movies to basketba l l and 
danc i ng in the hangar bay - hel ped to pas s the three-day transit. In a more 
co nstructive line , the Dental Depa rtment conducted a clinic of preventive 
dentistry during the ent ire cruise . Travel ing \.'Jith t he dependents were 
seventeen Waves dn one of the firs t such embarkations ever . 

Ar riving in San Diego on the 15th, the shi p spent ten days in port 
to all ow CO NSTELLATION's fam i l ies time to settl e . The last f i ve days of the 
mo nth were spent underway in type training off the coast of Southern 
Cal ifornia. On the 29th, the Weapons department successfully tested the 
Terrier Missi l e System with nine mi'ssiles Hred on th.e Pacif i c Missi.1 e Range .. 

MAY 

CONSTELLATION returned to port on the first of May and on t he 3rd 
of t he month hosted an open house cel ebrating t he 60th Anniversary of Naval 
Avi at ion. Some 1200 guests came aboard to view a presentation on the mission 
of car riers and flight deck displays of weapons , equipment and aircraft . 
From the 4th to ths 20th, the ship was once ag~in underway off t he coast of 
Southern Ca liforni a , this time for Refresher Training. CO:lSTELLATION scored 
weil · throughout the exhausting schedule of t raining exercises , highlighted 
by Damage Contro·11 s record-setting score. of 93 . On the 12th, dur i ng REFTRA, 
COMSTELL /\TION effected c: rescue at sea . Mr . Arthur D. Conliffe . a y;irht<;~;!", 
enro ute from Sri!'"! Dicsc tc ;'.:,,.,:;;"ii.::. , r1.a~ found adrift, ·,1 ~th the pump of hi s 22-. 
foot craft broken . consTELL.O.TION orouaht Mr . Conl Hfe aboard and towed his 
yacht behind until a Coast Guard vessel. arrived to carry both to shore . The. 
ship spent the rest of the month in San Di ego, and in ceremonies held on 
board on the 28th, VAdm . Thomas J. Walker; CONSTELLATION'S f irst commandi ng 
off i cer, relieved VAdm . Wi l liam f . Br i ngl e as Commander Naval Air force. , 
United States Pacific Fl eet . 

JUNE 

CONSTELLATION spent the f i rst four days of June under~.!a,y on an i n­
dependent s t eaming exerci se . Joi:ni ng her for this crui_se were seventeen 
midshipmen \I/ho would ?tay aboa rd unti l July 10th on a summer t;·a ini.ny cruise. 
Returning to port on t he 4th, CONSTELLATION spent the next six weeks alter­
nately i n and out of port while engaging in carrier qua l ifications . On 
the 5th of June , Randall K. Bishop, a dental technic i an , wa s ki lled in the 
cras h of the private aircraft he was piloting . On t he 30th, Lt . Warren B! 
Chr i stie made the f irst tully automatic landing of an A-7 Corsai_r aboard 
ship . J\nd on t he ;same day, Lcdr . Gene Tucker t ook the ftrst f -4 in, "no 
hands" . 

JULY 

In port 2-12 July, CONSTELLATION acted as host to the Austral ian 
carrier HMAS SYDNEY . The tl-lO shi.ps. exch.anged visits and parties for three 
days. On the 9th, Capta in Harry E. Gerhard and Mr ._ Robert Murphy , pres"ldent 
of the San Diego chapter of the Na vy League, presented 21 
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·meJals and ciwards ::1 a ceremony held at.oa rd. Capt. (;;erhard admini st ered re­
eni istment oaths to s ix men and Mr. Murphy briefly addressed the lSCO men 
gather~d on the f l ight deck. On the fol l owing day, the ship weathered a 
fire in the number four machinerv room. The fire broke out after midn ight 
as the ship lay moored to the quay wa ll at Naval Ai r Stati on, North Is .land. 
Quick ac tion by f i refighters restricted the damage to a minimum but six per­
·sons requ ired treatment for s:i1oke inhalation._ On 10 July , 50 Sea Cadets -
25 Americans and 25 Canadian - came aboard for a week of orientat ion. After 
that week they exchanged places with a group of similar composition which 
had been assigned to the Naval Tratning Center, San Diego . . The results of 
the two-\teek project were gra tifying, both for the Navy and for Canadian­
Amertcan relat ions. On the 19th, CONSTELLATION began a f i ve-day period of 
restricted avai l ab ility in preparation for a vis i t by the Board of Inspection 
and Survey. The ship got underway for 36 hours to i nspec t each pi ece of 
equi pment under operational conditions . The results: CONNIE scored high 
and was ready for duty. 

AUGUST 

Throughout the month of August, CONSTELLATION co ntinued carrier 
qualifications. On an annual ADMAT inspection , held 3-5 August , the Supply 
department scored 92.5% for a rating of excell ent and in a followup check 
on sanitation, CONSTELLATION was tabbed the 11 best of the carriers ins pected 11

• 

On the 28th, CONSTELLATION replenished a destroyer, the USS DECATUR (DDG-31) , 
underway. This UNREP was significant for t wo reasons: it was the first 
CONSTELLATION to DD UNREP in over a year and t he fir st to transfer Na vy 
Dis ti 11 ate Fuel . Also , on the 28th , Cdr. "Manny 11 Sousa, commandi ng officer 
of the 11

Rl11P n'f ,rn10ncls" 0-F V.11.-14':: , ~~d() th~ 117,DCCth 1.:. ~di .. ;; &t; .::; z,;- C: CC~i~:I[. 
The end of the month found CONSTELLATION underway for an Operational Read­
iness Inspection, the final pre-deployme~t t raining exercise. 

SEPTEMBER 

The ORI was completed on the 2nd of September and CONSTELLATION re­
turned to port for a month cif pl anned operational · maintenance . Early-after­
noon liberty became po l icy as the crew too k advantage of the recreational 
aspects of San Di ego to rel ax before deployment. More than one-third of 
ship's company took leave to visit loved ones at home . 

Meam'lhile, 11 Constellation Vote", a loca l anti-1..;ar group , l aunched a 
series of demonstrations cul minating in a vote to determine whether or not 
th.e ship should sai l on schedule, (See enclosu re 2) A mov ie company, Riviera 
Productions Inc., fi l med sequences for a forthcoming movie - "Tigers in the 
Sky 11 

- aboard CONSTELLATION . The movie, expected to premi er in 1972, will 
star John Gavin, Richard Ega n, and selected CONSTELLATION personnel. As 
activity increased, po inted towa rd the ship 's departure da t e of 1 October, 
Capt. Gerhard became ill, was hospitalized with a gastric ailment and on 
24 September , the Executive Officer, Cdr. Thomas Overdorf , became the 
conm1anding officer d1Je to Capt. Gerhard's incapacitation . On 28 September 
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Capt. ·J. D. l4ard, assumed command.in informal ceremonies held on the flight 
deck. That same day, Attack Carrier Air l~ing Nine, led by Cdr . Lowell F. 
11 Gus 11 Eggert, came aboard for the deployment . 

. OCTOBER 

CONSTELLATION steamed out of San Diego for deployment to t he Western 
Pacific on October first, leaving behind 9 dissenters whose deser t i on 
gnerated much publicity in opposition to the Vietnam war. Planned an ti-wa r 
demonstrations did not materialize and the only send off the sh i p received 
was from supporters and loved ones. After a six-day transit and fi've days 
of air ~operations, the ship entered Pearl Harbor. The Operational Readiness 
Exerctse - the final checkout before comba t - took place on the 12th . . Al­
t hough physically and mentally drained by the grind of predeployment t est­
ing, CONSTELLATIOWs men performed well and were deemed qualif i ed for combat. 
The 14th and 15th were spent in Pearl Harbor, a mixture of business and 
pl easure . CONSTELLATION left Pearl on the 16th, arriving in Subi c Bay , t he 
Phili ppines, on the 28th for two days pri or to departure for Yankee Stat ion . 
On t he 27th, CONSTELLATION marked her 10th birthday; the celebration was 
def erred until operational commitments \':ould permit. Al so on the 27th , !Cl 
Art Spencer, the disc jockey for KCON Rad io, emerged from his s tudio wi th 
an AFRTS record of 77 consecutive hours on the air . His marathon had 11 earned 11 

over $2400 i n contributions for the Combined Federa l Campa i gn . 

NOVEMBER 

CONSTELLATION arrived on Yankee Station on the 2nd and commenced 
operat1ons on 3 November. Two days late~ Lt . J . F. Ol sen made the 119,000th 
l anding aboard in an F-4 owned by the Si l verkings of VF-92. On t he 20th , Lt. 
Joe Hembree of VAW-116 caught the wi re in an E-2 Ha1,:keye to record the 
120 ,000th l anding aboard. CONNIE performed well throughout the fi rst li ne 
period and her pilots rolled up impressive statistics in the ai r . On t he 
22nd, LCdr . Bob Hanson launched hi s fl i ght-deck shoes from the catapult , si g­
nifyi ng. the end of his tour aboard, and CONSTELLATION steamed fo r Subi c Bay 
and Thanksgivi ng ashore. Rai ny weather did not dampen spirits as CONSTELLAT ION 
men al ternated Christmas shopping with celebrations of the retu rn to port . 
Too quickly the f i ve days passed and CONSTELLATION spent a day in t ra ining 
exercises before returning to the firing line. On the 30th, CVW-9 1 s pl anes 
lifted from the flight deck to beg in the second peri od of spec ial opera tions 
on t he firing li ne. 

DECEMBER 

Duri ng t he en t ire month of December, CONSTELLATION rema ined on Yankee 
Stati on. On the sixth, Lt . Ken Meyer of VA- 146 landed hi s A-7 for t he 
121 ,OOOth l anding on CONSTELLATION. The fol l owing day, a s tanddown , found 
many of CONSTELLATION 1 s men in Hangar Bay One . Here the ship 1 s boxers de­
fea t ed those of the USS CARPENTER (DD-825), eight bouts to fo ur . On December 
8th , CONSTELLATION and USS WICHITA (AOR-8) hooked up in the firs t STREAM 
(Standard Tensioned Replenishment Alongside Method ) by a big-deck carri er in 

/ f 

6 



(' 

.the Western Pacific. 

On December 17, Lt.( j.g . ) R. L. Marqu is of VA-147 tallied the 
122,000th landing in an A-7· owned by the Jasons . The next day Commander 
R. L: · Thomas and the Engineering Department cel ebrated the first anniversary 
bf CONSTELUHI0N 1 s conversion to Navy Distillate Fuel with a party in Num­
ber One Ma in Machinery Room . And on the 1ast day of 1971 , Lt. Bruce S. 
Strindberg of VA~/-116 made the 123,000th l anding in his E-2 11 Hummer 11

• The 
ceremony was scheduled for the new year. 

D. Spec ial Informa tion . 

1. Fli ght Informa tion . 

(a) Launches 1971: 9,555 
( b) Recoveries 1 971 : 9 ,801 

2. Underway Replenishments. 

(a) Receiving: 42 
(b) Deli vering: 7 
(c) Vert ical replenishments: 10 

3. Medica l Information. 

(a) Total Outpatient Visits 
,~. \ l\,J - :--:-- ___ .c _. •. • _ , _ 
\ IJ / nu111 I.:,.:, I U 11 I C: I C: I I 0. I ::> 

(c) Flight physica ls 
(d) Other complete physicals 
(e) Li mi ted serv ices 
(f) Refractions 
{g) Glasses ordered 
(h) Prescripti ons fil l ed 
(i) Laboratory tests done 
{j) X-rays processed 
(k) Gonorrhea 
( 1 ) NSU 
(m) Minor injuries 

4. Ordnance Report. 

(a) Ordnance received: 6698.2 tons 
(b) Ordnance expended: 6527 .0 tons 

E. Chaplain's Report. 

25,215 
--. ~ 
I / ';) 

207 
1 ,468 
5,033 

678 
1 ,371 

21,725 
8,822 
2,920 

228 
438. 
365 

During 1971 CONSTE LLATION 1 s Chaplains held memorial serv ices on 
board for three crewmen and officiat ed i n fou r buria l s at sea . Chaplain 
C. F. Schmid conducted four weddings , i nc luding one in the sh ip's foreca stle . 
The Chaplains sponsored many bake sal es in t he hangar bay , among them bene­
fit sa l es for the Central Kitsap High School Drill Team , Enlisted Wives Club, 
Mary Al ice Rett1rded Children ' s Club, and the Officers• \-J-ives of Subic Bay . 
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qn April 11, the Chaplain ' s hos ted an onboard musical program by 

the L~tc Sing~rs of Our Sa viour's Luthefan Church. Later in the month, 
Chap ·1 a in Schmid organized the nursery and conducted 9ro up discuss i ans of 
marit~l pr6blems during the transi t to San Diego. In May , the Chaplains 
presented a musica l program, by a folk group from Na val Air Stati on Nor t h 
Island Chapel, in the hangar bay. The following month both Cdr. Schmid and 
Lcdr . Holland participated in memori~l services held for the USS YORKTOWN 
Association on board CONSTELLATION. 

Chaplain Schmid served as Chairman for the Combined federa l Campaign. 
CONSTELLATI ON 's contribution amounted to $17,679 . 75 . Throughout the cruise, 
t he Chaplains pro vided spirituil guidance , not only to CONSTELLATION, but 
also to ships in company , f requently traveli ng by helicopter to perfo rm 
reli gious servi ces at sea. 

F. Guests. 

A variety of guests visited CONSTELL ATION during 1971. The ship 
served as host for a Navy League Orientation Crui se rluring an independent 
steam-tng exercise, 2-4 Apr il. Forty- two guests from t he entire Pacific 
Northwest were treated to three days of insi gh t into t he carrier Navy. 
Duri ng the t rans i t to San Diego, April 12-15 , CONSTELLATION was the scene 
of another type of guest ' s cru ise as the ship · carried some 600 dependents 
and 300 vehicles free of charge . 

Cu1,~·,·c:;s.-:.ur1 R:)!~:~1d f)P llums (D-Cal ) ·Visited CONS:FELLATION on 16 April . 
Mr. Dellums toured the ship , intervie1·1ed Captain f.jerilard, cu,d t2.1!~~:! ~t 
1 ength with severa 1 of the cr e1vmen. 

On the first of July, some 80 members of the American Ordnance 
Association joined CONSTELLATION unden1ay by helicopter for a two -day cru ·ise. 
On returning to port , the sh ip served as host to the visi t ing Austr al ian 
carrier HMAS SYDNEY, 2-9 \July . SYDNEY' s vi sit in San Diego wa s highli ghted 
by CO NSTELL ATION ' s wardroom party , SYDNEY's reciprocal entertainment, and an 
all-hands party at Admira l Baker Field. 

On 2 August , Miss Betty Peac h, a reporter for the San Di ego Evening 
Tri bune, rode the shi p duri ng carrier qualifications to write a story: "A 
Day in the Life of a Fighter P i1 ot''. 

Senator Sam J. Ervi n (D-N.C.) of the Senate Armed Forces Commi ttee , 
vi sited the ship in September as did Deputy Under-Secretary of the Navy 
Daniel A. Grimes. 

The first of October foun d CONSTELLATION underway for the wes t ern 
Pacifi c with twenty guests from as far away as Michi gan emba rked for a Sec­
retary of the Navy Guest Crui se . On 9 October twenty more gues ts, Na vy 
Leaguers from Hawa ii, flew out for a one-day ride . CONSTELLATION concluded 
her role as hos t ess enroute with a visit by fourteen senior officers from 
the staff of CINCPACFLT. 
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. On Yankee Station, CONSTELLATION ho sted numerous news representatives. 
Mr. James Gi ggans of ABC-TV· came aboard 6-8 November to film stories on the 

· !
1Holy -Helo 11

, bl acks aboard ship, and the San Diego dissenters. Ltjg 11 Chip 11 

White, Public Affairs Officer, Subic Bay Detachment, embarked November 8-11 
to shoot st ill pictures for re1ease to hometo0n newspapers. On 14 November, 
Mr. William Plante, CBS-TV, embarked for two days to film a special program 
on the air \'iar. Mr.. Terry Reynolds, a free-lance photographer, arrived on 
the 17th, also for a feature on air operations. 

On 30 November, the four members of the Dean-Davis Company visited 
CONSTELLATION to entertain. Two shows held in the Hangar Bay were very 
well received by an audience of more than 2500. 

Mr. Henry Aronson, a free-lance journaltst, arrived on 2 December 
t o write a story on military justice at sea. Mr. David Butler , Playboy 
Magazine, arrived at the same time to obtain material for an article on 
11 Impressions of the lfar. 11 

On 4 December, Mrs. Nancy Peterson, a photographer for t he New York 
Times, came aboard for photo coverage of air operations. 

And on 9 December, CONSTELLATION received two guestsi Janie Lewis, 
t he 11Weather Girl 11 from American Forces Vietnam Network, came aboard to 
visit with members of the crew. She delivered several weather broadcasts 
over thP ,hip' s t ele\1i s i0r ~nd '/i s ited !~~ ~}' 8f th~ :hip'::; :c~:c~$ of u.cti'/it_y, 
including ready rooms, engineering spaces, bridge, hospital ward, and, of 
course, the weather office. Mr. Ennio Iacobucci, a journalist from Inter­
national Press, also came aboard for two ·days for a story on life aboard an 
ai rcraft carrier. On 11 December, Mr . Craig . \~hitney; Saigon bureau chief 
for the New York Times, arrived for a day aboard . Mr . Whitney covered a 
story on changing attitudes among Navy pilots. 

· Wi th his usual last-minute timing, Santa Claus arrived on board l ate 
the afternoon of 24 December. Eschewing his customary sleigh and eight, the 
ol d gent caught the first wire in Phantom 204, piloted by Lt . Curt Dos~ of 
VF-92. He visited briefly on the flight deck before disappearing into the 
Sil verkings 1 ready room. Santa 1 s vis i t was upstaged the next day when 
Admiral Bernard A. Clarey, crnCPACFLT, came aboard by helicopter Christmas 
Day. Admiral Clarey stayed only a few hours but spoke to the entire ship 
over KCON-TV and to al l squadron commanders in person. 

Among other visitors to CONSTELLATION during 1971 were the North 
Co unty Law Enforcement Supervisors; candidates for Miss Kitsap County; the 
99 1 s, an association of 1-mmen pilots; Sea World workers; the American Soc i ety 
of Welding Engineers; the Armed Forces Communications and El ectronics 
Association; Tecolote Little Leag~e, Gran i te Hil l s High School Choir ; the 
Guy's and Dolls, a high school musical troupe; the Bakersfield High School 
Symphony; the City Managers of San Diego; a host of groups from various 
schools, scout troops, and service organizations; and some 1200 visitors who 
came to cel ebr~te the 60th Anniversary of Naval Aviation. 
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A. 9issident Activities 

l. GENERAL 

. DECLASS\f \EO ( 

SPECIAL PROBLEMS 

CONSTELLATION encountered a series of probl ems of dissident reaction 
du ring 1971. Within this general area, severa l specific diff iculties a­
rose: distribution of subversive literature to the members of the crew 
through the mails ; an organization known as the Nonviol ent Action Committee 
which attemp ted to persuade private citizens and military alike to prevent 
CONSTELLATION from deploying on schedule; and a group of sai lors who sought 
sanctuary in a San Diego church, missing the ship's movement . 

2. CO NC ERNED OFFICERS' MOVEMENT (COM) 

The problem of dissident factions interested_ in CO NSTELLATION first 
made itself knm·m during the overhaul in Bremerton , ~-Jashingto n . Conditi ons 
during the ten months in the yards were ripe for the formation of dissident 
groups . Several political causes of the "New Left" were very much alive: 
Angela Davis and Lt. Wi lli am Calley were both on trial for crimes against 
society, and the accidental shooting of a CONNIE sailor by a Mar ine sent\-
nel r ecal 1 ed the recent shooti'ngs at Kent State . The. ~,aye. of campus pro­
tests \'tas only beginning to subside and in th..e. military as el se•,,zhe.re. through-
out· the nntion VOIJn n nPnnl P 1,1i:,rc. ;ic:.-niv,inrt +n rt"':>'"""' +ho """;"'~ "'+ '""" 1 ~+;~~ 1 

• : ..,, _, r _ - r . - . - . - -. .... ,- , . , , , :, ......... ~ , - ..,. t" v l, - . "-- , , . .J y f ( v • ' · v ~""' u. t 

power. 

Th.e beginnings of the Concerned Officers 1' Movement CCOM) on Board 
CONSTELLATION are some1-1ha t obscured , The . narae is not pecul i,ar to the shi,p, 
the area of the country, or the Navy, as there are severa 1 such.. groups 
throug hout the nation, with as many objectives as there are.. groups. The. 
CO NSTELLATION group was apparently the bra inchiJd of t\'{O or three indivi.d­
uals and a determined propaganda campaign, best seen \n paste.rs_ and leaflets 
distri buted throughout the ship. . 

Members recruited for tnts movement began to gather weeRlr, i n pr i vate 
homes. Meetings, pub l 'ic i zed in the 11 Le\.'1is-McChord free. Press' Can under­
ground mil Hary newspaper to 1>1hlch. several members of COM contributed), also 
drew occastonal visitors from Ft. Lewis, McChord AFB , and Bremerton Naval 
Hos pital. The greatest number estimated to have attended any one of these 
meetings is 25, and estimates of "active" COM members aboard ra nge from 15 
to 30 . 

Purposes of these meetings and the o5jectives of COM in general varied. 
While generally centered around oppos i.t\on to th.e. war , they al so s tre.~se.d 
racial prejudice within the servke and promoted the dignity of the service­
man. Beyond merely disc ussing these sentiments, COM had two purposes : to 
enli st support for their viewpoint, often covertly, and to make this vtev{­
point known in as vi s ible and voluble a way as possible . 

' .. 
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In pursuit of the fir s t objective , the grour passed out issues of the 
Free Press aboard ship and .held "rap sess ions" on board. Mo reover, to make 
a point, groups of up to fifty called the ship's "action line" to demonstrate 
soli da rity in opposition to ship's policies. 

The second objective - public display - took the form of a mass demon­
stration the day before CONSTELLATION departed Bremerton. The theme of the 
demonstration was "Connie Stay Home for Peace 11 and some 300 demonstrators 
marched in a chilly rain. Local television coverage was recetved. 

3. NON-VIOLENT ACJION (NVA) 

(a) MAI L 

A group known as No n-Violent Action (NVA) first appeared in the form 
of some 2500 letters mailed to the ship in Bre~erton in early Apri l. These 
letters contained a lengthy discours~ on the nature of the war in Asia and 
CONSTELLAT I0N 1 s role in t ha t war. The letters c.oncluded with an exhortation 
to ship's company to take a stand against the war. 

Though a few of these letters were addressed to individuals by name 
(and these were delivered), the bulk of the 1 etters were addressed to 11 Member 11 

as 11 Member, OE Division. 11 One interpretati on of Postal Regulations was that 
these l etters fel 1 into the category of undel ivera51 e ma il, containing an 
incomp l ete address ; the command declined to distribute th.em. Also, an inter­
pt2t atio;-, of Cun··12nL i10.vy ,-e~u1 o. Liu ns ueerneci thctt the Commanding Officer is 
THE prima ry member of every ship's divisi on, and the letters were all deli.v-. 
ered to him as the addressee. The letters were retained on board until the 
ship's arrival in San Diego Where, after consulting with a San Diego postal 
official, a ship's· postal official destroyed them. 

The destruction of these letters - whtch were mailed flrst-class -
was raised by NVA as a case of tampering with the U.S. Mails, The Post­
master of San Diego stated his belief that no improper actl'on had been taken. 
The Postma ster General, however, revers ed this decision, ruling that since 
the letters were first-class mail and bore a return address, postal laws 
required their return to that address . NVA made known its intention to 
prosecute Captain Gerhard in this matter , but nothing has come of this dec­
laration . Later ma ilings by NVA were addressed to individuals by name and 
were so delivered. 

After the ship's arrival in San Diego, NVA launched a very active 
anti-CONSTELLATION campaign. This program began with a highly publicized 
visit by anti-v1ar Congressman Rona ld V. Dellums (Demo-Berkeley), who inter­
viewed Captain Gerhard on board. It quickly became apparent that Congress­
man Dellums 1 visit was calculated , not to ·determine the extent of unrest on 
the ship, but to incite unrest . Having accomplished his objective to a lim­
ited extent, Dellums departed enroute to a press conference at which he de­
cried the continuation of the wa r and the use of the aircraft in perpetuating 
this international violence. 
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(b) CONSTELLATION VOTE 

The next action of NVA was the project known as 11 Constell ation 
Vote 11

• The obj ective of this "Vote 11 was to keep "the USS CONSTELLATION 
and ·Other aircraft carriers home for peace." Such at least was the stated 

· objective: whether the dissenters held any real hopes of keep ing the ship 
home or whether the ent ire project was desig~ed to publicize antiwar senti­
ment - apparently by acting within the system - cannot be determined . At 
any rate NVA proceeded as though its only intent was an actual vote to prove 
that the ship did not have the support of the public at large in carrying 
out i ts orders. NVA handouts and flyers suggested an intent to persuade 
every crewmember of CONSTELLATION to refuse to sail. 

The members of NVA were a diverse group. Several of the members 
of COM were NVA members as well, including junior off icers from the ship 
and Lt. Ron VandenBossche from the Naval Hospital in Bremerton . A number 
of the wives of CONSTELLATION crew members worked for NVA. A number of San 
Di ego residents , i ncluding several recently-separated Nava l off i cers, rounded 
out the nucleus of the NVA . 

Leadership from outside San Diego comes from several well- known 
persons. Dr. Hi ll \~atson , professor of history at MIT and vis iting profes­
sor at the University of California a t San Diego became research coordinator . 
David Harris, known as a convicted draft-dodger and the husband of fol k­
singer Joan Baez, arrived to lend vocal support. And Miss Baez came to pro­
vide vocal assistance of a more substantial nature; she gave several fund­
r~i sin9 rnncerts in addition to contributi~g her ch~rism~tic pr~~c~~ce . 

The funds expended in the 11Constellati on Vote 11 campaign v1ere managed 
in a highly professional manner and reflected sound financial backing. Es­
timates of the expenditures run at $27,000. In addition to contributions 
and the funds raised by Mr. Harris and Miss Baez, NVA received support frorn 
ano ther side. A troupe of entertainers headed by severa l big names - Donald 
Sutherland, Jane Fonda , and Dick Gregory - had been invited via a petition 
all egedly signed by some 1000 crew members to perform their anti war s hm\l a­
board CONSTELLATION. Only one copy of the petition \•Jith 32 names was ever 
seen by the Co mma nding Officer . ~Jhen the troupe was refused permiss ion to 
perfo rm aboard, they held a benefit performance in San Diego and devoted 
the profits to NVA. 

The funds spent by NVA \I/ere used in various means of publicity . 
Approxi mately ten different leaflets, professionally printed~ were ci rculated 
throughout Coronado . (See attached ) Each mo rning volunteers would shove 
the l eafl ets into the open windows of cars entering the Naval Air Station, 
North Island . Bumper stickers were also a popular means of publi ci ty . On 
weekends an airpl ane flew over San Ditgo ' s tourist attractions , towing the 
si'gn , "Constellation stay home for peace . 11 An extensive bookl et of research , 
opinions, and· conclusions - the 11 Constell ation Papers" - was printed as part 
of thi s campa i gn . One copy of this book was mai l ed to each member of 
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' CONSTELLATION 1 s crew , and countl es5 others to chosen individuals. NVA also 
purchased time fo r 30 ten-second spots on l oca l tel evision. An aspect of 
publicity which accrued as · a result of Nl,/A I s efforts was an appea ranee ori 
11 Tel epulse, a late - night televi s ion show fea turi_ng debate and the tabu1ati_on 

.of v1ewers 1 opinions . Two retired Naval officers volunteered to represent 
the Navy and engaged Davi'd Hards and Dr. Hatson on t h.e subject of th.e vote.~ 

As the time for the bal l oti ng drew near, NVA s t epped up the schedule 
of acti,vity . Picnic s, cookouts, dances in the stt!eet, and ·sing~alongs in­
creased in number and i n volume. 

Fina11y, the ba ll oting took place. The turnout of a reported 55,000 
votes refl ected a 5-1 ba lance in favor of CONSTELLATION1 s remaining in San 
Diego. The results were questionable due to the unlimi ted 1ot ing franchise, 
lac k of control of voti ng (voters were on their honor to vote onl y once}, and 
due to the f ac t that an abstention was tou ted as a vote for the status quo, 
Thus, every citizen v1ho failed to vote theoreticall y cast hi s ballot against 
the resoluti on that CONSTELLATION shou ld stay home. 

After the vo ting, Dav id Harris and Joan Baez left San Diego and the 
movement wa s l argely spent . Some thirty persons participated in an an-­
night 11 vi gil for peace 11 and two or three. boats we.re on hahd to e.scort 
CONSTELLATION out of the bay a-s a n 11 armada for peace.11 

•• But cool \'{ea th.er 
and the U. S. Coast Guard, respecttvely, discourage.cl these two denJonstra.ti_ons._ 
The ship l eft for the Western Pac i.f tc w_i t hout inci,dent . 

Throughout the enti.re summer 1 eading up to the vote., tF1.e · N.avy ma in­
t ained a. dual pos t ure tov(ard the dis~idents. The acti,vi_ty of th.e dis.senters 
was co ns i stent1y ignored by ra nking offic e.rs of CONSTELLATION, CQMNAVAlRPAC, 
and COMFIRSTFLT. By refusing to grant th.e. dtss i,dents · any off i,cial recogni-· 
ti.on - i.ncludi ng perm1'ss i_o n to come onto th.e shi_p or t[1e. ba se. - the. Nav.y 
denied them status or credi5ility wl1i'le contrtbuting notfling to NVP\ 1

~ pub­
licity campa i gns. The crew of CONSTELLATI ON - e.xpo~ed as: little. a~ pos~~.ble. 
t o NVA - adopted Capta in Gerhard 1·s a tti"tude and were 11 amused 11 by tlte proJect . 

While taking no off icial notice of NVA 1 s ac ttviti"es, tAe Navy was 
quietly working within to identify whose \•{ho mi_gh.t contribute to unre.~ t. 
Those members of COM whose active duty 1•1as not soon to expire were processed 
with transfers, early discharges, or administrative di scharges, depending 
on t he natu,e of participation. As those immed iately invol ved wtt h. NVA 
\I/e re weeded out, interest tn the vote dwtnd l ed to an academic curtos;i.ty. 

(c) DESERTERS 

Th.e effects of the vote mi ght have been forgotten soon after the 
shi p 1 s deployment had not a further development occurred. Ttte day before 
CO NSTELLATI0N 1 s deployment six members of shi.p 1 s company sought 11 sa nctuary 
in a Roman Catholic Church, The next mo rni.ng t hey 'I/ere joined by three 
others and the nine remained in the church. unti.l the s h.i p was we 11 out froJTJ 
San Diego. The men had apparently been told by NYA th~.t they w.ould h9,

1
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defense team of 20 lawyers if brou.ght to trial. The actions of these nine 
r1en served to emphas i ze one of the rather alarming objectives of NVA/COM: 
to persuade the crew of CONSTELLATION to refuse to satl. 

The "Constellation r~ine 11 surrendered to Naval Investigative. Service 
Officers hours after CONSTEL6ATI0N had sailed, and were flown to the carrter 
at sea to await legal action. Again the ship followed the poli cy of minimal 
publicity. Rather than trying to make an example of the nine - thereby 
giving them the exposure they sought - Captain Ward elected to mete out no n­
judicial punishment . The advantages of this action were several: punish­
ment was certain; justice was swift and inexpensive; the men were retained 
on the ship and as Correctiona l Custody prisoners, they were iso l ated from 
the press who might tend to publicize the case. 

By 1 December all bu t one, v,1ho chose to finish_ hi.s serv i_ce. in the 
Navy , had been transferred from CONSTELLATION . Th-is was accon~p 1 i shed \x_ith 
minimum public reac tion and almost negative reaction among the crew, 

The l asting effects of dissident act i.on ·- from Bremerton through 
CONSTELLATI ON's deployment - are minimal. The dissidents gone , th.e. ship 
has l argely forgotten . The extent to which the command strategy worked 
appears obvious in the ship's departure from Pearl Harbor, less than a month 
after "the vote" and the deployment from San Diego~ Despite the efforts of 
a group in Honolulu to carry off a 11 Haroor Project II", attemp ting to pre.­
vent CONSTELLATION from sai ling througH mass desertion, the sbjp sailed on 
ti mP 1,1ith nf'lt nno m.:,n mic:c::inn nn 11n.:,11thr,v-i?orl .:,hc::~nro 
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B. Conversion to Navy Di sti llate Fuel 

1 . At 1146 on 23 December 1971, CONSTELLATION completed t he fi rst year 
of operation on ND fuel. CONSTELLATION was the first, and continues to be 
the only attack carrier with a 1200 psi steam plant which is operating on 
ND fuel. The fo ll owing is a summary of t he problems faced and ac tion taken 
by the command : 

(a) Background probl ems and act ion: 

DATE 

5 Ju ne 1970 

August 1970 

PROBLEM/ACTION 

Regular overhaul at NSY Bremerton for a sched­
ul ed 9 and 1/4 months; the l ength of t he overhau l 
was ~xtended to 10 months due to a number of sig­
nificant i ncreases in the wo r k package. 

The shipyard was authorized by NAVSH IPS and 
COMNAVAIRPAC to complete the ND conversion on 
CO NSTELLATION. 
Command Acti on: LCDR C. E. ZIMMERt/J\N was des ­
ignated as t he ND Project Manager for the shi p. 
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DATE 
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PROBL~M/ At.:TION 
After a thorough review of all ava il able infor­
mation on the conversion, the Command issued a 
summary report on anticipated prob l ems and con­

. cerns; these consisted of training, operating 
procedures, and fire fighting requirements . 

November 1970 The ship commenced training of propu1sion person­
nel for ND light-offs; one week of instruction 
by NAVSECPHILADIV Distillate Advisory Team (DAT) 
members supplemented the ship's.program . 

23 December 1970 At 1146 on this date, ND fires were first light­
ed in number one Main Machinery Room . 

January 1971 Light-offs in all main mach inery spaces were 
realized; however, a number of fuel oil service~ 
pumps failed during this period. 
Command Action: Key Engineering personnel worked 
closely with shipyard and CHNAVMAT personnel to 
define ND problems, eauses, and modifications 
necessary to assure reliable operation. 

February 1971 Trial and interim changes were made in the fuel 
oil system to accommodate the operational vari­
ations unique to ND fuel when utilized in a 1200 
psi CVA. 
Command Action: All BT personnel were briefP.d 
on the ND varfations and· re-indoctrinated on the 
physical changes in the fuel oil service piping. 
This indoctrination is a continuing requirement 
as the changes introduced ·additional situations 
which could result in the overboard discharge 
of fuel . 

March 1971 The ship successfully conducted a three day post­
repair Sea Trial; however, difficulties were 
still experienced with fuel oil service pump 
fa il ures and open piping vents. 
Command ~ction: Detailed reviews with the ship­
yard and CNM personnel revealed that pump fail­
ures were being caused by the carry over of 
residue NSFO (laden with solid particulate) from 
the fuel oil tanks . The shipyard emptied and 
cl eaned all 16 fuel oil serv ice tanks before the 
ship departed for Sa n Diego. In addition the 
last remaining NSFO was off-loaded from storage 
tanks. 
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DATE 

Apri1 1971 

May-June 1971 

10 July 1971 

Aug-Sept 1971-

r. 

PROBLEt:/ACTION 

The sh{p successfully accomplished a four hour 
. full power tr ia l and six hour economy trial 
using ND fuel. 

The BT personnel were required to inspect all 
fuel oi l f l anges , ma ni fold valves, and pip ing 
to l ocate leaks which began to appear as the ND 
fuel dis sol ved the years of accumulation of NSFO 
coati ngs. 
Comma nd Action: Leak repairs beyond the capabil­
ity of shi p 1 s force were completed by industrial 
assis tance in Sa n Diego . Utili zing new va lves 
provi ded by COMNAVAIRPAC , t he Oi l Lab personnel 
react i vated the fue l tank stri pp ing systems 
throughout the eng ineer ing spaces. 

A major fire occurred in Number 4 Main Mach inery 
Room due to ignition-of ND fuel fi l m by a ho t, 
unl agged steam· l i ne in the bil ges . There were 
no personnel casua lti es and damage was limited 
to lagging, insulation, electric cabling, and 
burned pa int. 
Command Ac t ion : The ship continued to meet its 
operati onal commitments by getti ng underway t\'/o 
days after the fire usinq on l v three enoines . 
Ship's force and contractor personnel continued 
the repair and restoration work during t he next 
three weeks, ·underway and inport . 
The in-port fire pa rty \':as augmented with add ition­
a1 personnel arid frozen in four section liberty. 
The Repa ir Di vision made up special hose rigs and 
located them in the l arge Agueous Film Forming 
Fluoride (AFFF) conflagra tion stations to provide 
AFFF fo am in the event of a subsequent machinery 
space f ire ; this int erim arrangement .· will be 
replaced by a permanent al teration in 1972. 

Numerous pump failures began occurring ag~~n as 
the r esult of contamination from the tanks . 
Comma nd Ac tion: The sh ip, together with i ndus­
trial ass istance, re-cleaned all 16 service tanks 
and started on storage tanks as time permitted 
during the POM period . The fuel oil service 
return oil piping to the service tanks was changed 
by separating it from the strippi ng system and 
installing permanent piping into the service 
tanks at a height of 6-7 feet. 
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DATE 

October 1971 

November 1971 

December 1971 

( 

PR08LEM/ !\CT ION 

During the transit to Hawaii the failure of ser-
. vice pumps in Number 3 Main Machinery Room 

continued. 
Command Action : The ship together with Pearl 
Harbor NSY person~el repaired the pumps, cleaned 
the 4 service tanks in 3 Main Mac hinery Room, and 
started cleaning additional storage tanks. PHNSY 
personnel and their tank cleaning unit accompanied 
the ship on the transit to Subic, cleaning tanks 
enroute. 

Subic Bay Repair Facility personnel and the 
ship continued cleanir.g storage tanks inport and 
underway; of the 159 total storage tanks, only 13 
tanks remain which have not been cleaned. 

Operations have been very successful now that 
tanks are clean and replenishment ships continue 
to provide relatively clean ND fue l. 
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