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The i‘:u 8% wealk cf Jaﬁuar,,r saw BE»}E ‘: anl her eraw J.n Vung Tau,
Republic of Vietnan for repairs, During the o week restricted avail-
ability, RBE.IVIAT had three AC generabors installed while alongsicde the
USS TUTUILA. The limited tender B.Vullaﬂl..l.._'bj at Vung Tau was the f:u.'-s*b
Liberty port for the bEIGEWAd crew in eight monthse :

- BENEMAH got underway from Vung Tau back to *lme operating area 12
January. Commander River Assault Flotilla OiE (CTF 117) and Comnander.
Second prigade and svaffs embarked at Do . Tam after spending four weeks
aboard WESTCEESTER comm. R - =

Dur:w the | f:rst three wecks of Januar;,r, DENZ{AL operated in an area
between Dong Tam and My Thos Duriag this tine BEZHEAA was visited by several
dlB'tlDb"L.lsneO. peopies lajor General ECKYART, Semior Advisor IV Corps, and
Major Gencral O’CO.L\..;Ol Comtanding Genesral fb fnrontry Division came asoard
for Meobile Riverine borce operations wriefin- .  The following Congressional
Representatives visitod BENEWAE to talk bto constituents: EDNMUNDSO: of
Oklahoma, FOLEY and 1BEDS from Washington and [JUPFERAN from Hew York.

On 25 ang 26 Jamary, BEMEJAH transited fvon Vinh Long to Ben ire and
then from Ben Tre o an ancharage 9 miles east of 1y Tho, a total of 60
miles in the treachcrous rivers of the iekong Delta. Then on the 27th
back tc Vich Long (31 miles) for a three Cm,y total of over 90 miles; a
loblle Rivorine Force record. :

Ja:rmc.xy saw livele actlon from the Vet Conge During the itransit fren
Ben Tre to Iy J.‘ 0 on the 26%h, BIIEVAI cun crews fired on the south bank
at Dong Tam i‘ practice exponding LhE rowids of L and 31 rou.o.as of
34/50, - ihe eneire Tiring run lasted aboub 20 miimtes. _

On the 20th of Jamory BEGEWAD celobrated her lst aniversary of
recommissioniyg. (iboard for the occastion were Vice pdumiral Sir Alan
MeNICOLL, Chief of Staff of ‘the Royal Australian Navy and Major Geucral ‘
A, D. WcDOMALD, Prospoctive Comsdander Avstrelicn Forces, Vietnam. L

On The 3lsv of January, the Teb Truce was cancelled and embarked roops
of the }m Infoaray DJ.V:LSJ.on reswied search nd dustroy opcrau.ons. ,

FEBRUI L

The mont.. of Februory began with BEE‘IE?H-.EE ant the IRF being rushed to
My Tho to supoort aliled troops battling an cstiinted force of 500 Vieb
Cong for coatrol of that city, Luter 'ol °’:, s day, DB .rﬂ_; transibed tack
to the Donf L0 anchoraze. | - : - :

o the Lym of ifebru, :ry the :&F put on anotier demcustration of its.
ability to react rapidly to awy cont:u.n‘_,eac,y, moving into its fourth ‘
operating arsa in 5 days, Shll‘tln&, from the v:.c;.mty of Cai La.y :Ln'bo the
area swr omlc.h.hu he enoattl v C:Ltv' of Vioh I or1,~,.. : Lo




From the begimding of the Tet 0ffonsive untidl 000L on 6 February, tie
MRF with its 9ta Infantery Division troops accounbted for 189 VC killed,
163 cetainces, wiile sustaining only 7 U.S. killed and $7 wounded «

on whe Sth of February BENEWAY transitced back to its old anchorage at
Dong Tam from Vin Long. Upon returning, BEIEJAX was visited by r etired
Ary Goneool, Bruce CLARKE and former Congressuan HOLT, both recelving &
brifeing on tihe MRF o vaticuns .nd rccent Tet Cffensive. -

The 12ta of February saw BENEHAH and the (AP on the first leg of the
longest transii since arriving in country. The first anchorage was located
almost 60 wmiles up river from Dong Tanm aid 25 miles northwest of Sa Dece
During the second leg of the jowrnty, the uRF tronsited the Vam Cao crossover
which commects tie iekong and Bassac Rivers and is 20 miles from the
Cambodian borde., On the 13th of Februer the IRF comple ted the 111 mile
transit from Dong Tam to Can Tho at 1300 and began operabions on the Bassac
River for tiec first time. The MRF was now located farther south than ever
bafore in its one~year history of operaticns in the Delta. Can Tho is located
about 30 miles southwest of Dong Tam and 85 miles southwest of Saigon.

The BENIAT logsed her 5000th hele landing 16 February since arriving
in Vietnon a Little less than 10 momther ogo. Coumodore SALZER was aboard
the Armed Huey when it touched down and was grecbed by Lieutenant Commander
SAUCIER, BEWEAH!s Comnanding Officor.

On 17 February the &RF completed its first campaign in operation
CORCHADO XT.

Februroy 206h saw a farewell lucnheon hostud by the BENEIAH for Hajor
Gencral OICOMNOR who was leaving Vietnam afteor & nine month tour as

Commander of the Jth Infantry Division.

on the 2lst of February the VAF was fratured as the unit of the day on
the Armed Forces Radio Station in Scizon. The five minute broadcast dis-
cussed the five ships of the lMobile Riverine 3ase (MRB) and the four major
types of assowlt cralt.

On February 274h Lieutenant Commander SAUCIZR, Comaanding Officor of .
SENRMAH was rolieved Dy Licubcnant Commender STCJEIL with a colorful ceremony
on REHEWAI's flight deck. s

The mont.: of February ended with a visit to BRNEWAH by Charles DBREREARDE,
Dircetor of the For Tost Durcau of Voice of fLnerica and Chris BECONORAL, a
war correshondent for WEikones®, en iilustratod weckly magazine published
in Athens, Grecces Zobth men werc briefed aboard DENEWAH on MAF opcrations
and toured miver Assavdt croft alongside BEIGIAN.

MARCH

March sbarbed by sceing BEEWAN and ¥RF coupleting the longest single
day tronsit in its history. On ierch 3rd, DEERELD completed a 106 wile
trip from Can Tho %o Dong Tam in 12 hours., During this transit,BENEWAH
destroyed four Viet Cong bunkers with its 3u/50 and LOIGi guns.

On Larch 5th, River Division 111 moved onboard BENEJAH to assuue
responsibility for iR3 defensce.



kWarch Oth sow the BDEINIADL conducting the longest firing rum of whe Jear,
a three nowr bombexdment of the soutn bank ov vong Tams During the firing
run, BEEEWLY was credited with destroying ¢ Viet Cong bunkors, 3 huts and
da.rhgiﬂb 3 nore vunkers. BRI IHIA. expenuec lOl rounds of 31/50 and 1hLO
TOUNGS o*" L\On_ wi"lll’]:l.clo.l. : B A T

BE m;‘m.z: went to Cuﬂtl‘ﬂl Guarters lrci 9th when she came under atback | Y

at the ¥y Tho u..‘lChO'“"‘ REMEIIi 'S rescue ond assistance detall were .
instrunental in ox ;bm.g-‘.,alv an amamdbion fire aboard an artillery support
borge. The five was coused by & direct hit duiring the VC motar atteaci,
"Leter the some doy 2EUNLE returned to Doy Tam and was visited by Gunural
BESS01, COazln..-a.Lng Go.zurJ of L g U.S. Axiy ;g.m,r:.a.l Coriand,.

On Fexch 22nd BEERH received 'bhu severest aotack in its h:.story. It
was eardy Fridey mcrning, lorch 22nd, wihen the Yiet Cong opened up with
rocket and wmotar younds off the south banlt at the ify Tho anchoraie. DA
suffercd noderabe damaze when it tock twe 7530 recoiless rifle healt rounds
on the pori side forard. Three other rownds cxploded close to the ship on
the starboard s:u-c. Fortunately, nc per somel casvaliices resulted Ifrom She
attack. One u.i. tae rockets penetrated the bulkhead on the forward uess

decks, rupturing a steam line and air veut, damaging a fan room and spraying

the arce witi sizecble picces of shrapnel., A second rockeb struck just .
forward of tlhe port accomudation ladder aboubt one foob below the wabteiline,
This blast opened a nele 10 inches in dlameter and ruptured two ballast
tanks, causiny mineor flooding. The ship was listed five degrees o stare
board to facilitate repairs. Ship!s forces guickly welded a permanent
patch over Liie hole, Simmdtancous with the abback, DENZWAR strafed the
south bawi with 39/50 and LOwi fire with wikaow results. March ended wita
visite - DENEWADL b Coptaia DUHCAS, Prospective Comandoy Lancing Sn:l.p
Flotille O.E, bota were r:|.*un,u urn.of:[.h 5 on IRF upcrabions.

AFRIL

On April lst, Z.HEWANL took uncer fn.rc and Gestroyed extemlve bunker.
coaplexes oa wic bhank of Tien Giany River uwest of Dong Tail. :

: A;pr:i_l end, 3/b7 Infantry Jattalion emborked aboard BENEWAN as 3/00
Tafantry Battalion de; Ju.r’oec. to asaune de&ellub of Don._, Tari '

Several distinguished visitors came asoard .'.s.:m:‘ué'llz-l for briefin:s of
tactical operatious in early April. iojor Gemeral THAMM, Commending General
of IV Corms aceo nm mled by dicjor General RECIART and Hajor Gcn\,ral '-M. s
Deputy Co:L anciag (;ene:cl II Fleld Eorces, were or:.'.efod. :

‘A S )uClu.l csber Se_.“‘V':LCe as nczl(l aboord JAIEHAH for a televa.s:.un
progream uo be s_' AT ora] .4;_5 ucr Smlc.o.;y' m tiwe Dm.u..d States,

T ire Poudl BUHOD IDS Rospectlve “lew Zeg.lam Iu.w"”ador to Vlet,n_.x Was
briefed oy Capbala ‘LLJ.JLM on MRF operaticns on & Lpril.

On 15 April u.n.c YRF came under the uost intense Viet Comy attack since
its conception, Tizhtcen ﬂavy and Arsy porscanel were Wi u_ndec. in the '
intense recoiliess rifle attack ab the ily The anchorage. DIHEWAR received
3 rocketd hits in the sudden atbock at lhO?, all the hits ware above the
waterline and no serious damage was done, Eloven perscnnel aocord DEIEIAL
were wounded duriig 'b_le attack, Destwoyed was & converted ICh~6 which had

L




been confisured to serve as o refueler for ihe assault boats. It was

struck by a round while alongside LENEWAD and was immcdietcely cast off as

it burst into flames and later sank, DEANAN rapidly responded with LOWM,
3u/50-a5¢ machdne pun fire within three minutes of the initial attack.

The accuracy of bhe fire quickly suppressec the enemy attack and successfully
covered the withdrawel of the USS TOH GRESH COUMY (LSTL159) which was loaded
with aummrltion and had #lso been hit by VC fire. BEMIWAN later transited
back to Dong Tail.

Durirg the next week BENEWAE had some very distinguished visitors aboard
for briefinge Congressman Waldie (D-Calif) and hurphy (D-N.Y.) visited
with constituenis. General JOHNSON, Chief of Sbaff, U.S.Army and member
of Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Vice Admiral DUNCAN, Chief of Haval Persomncl
presented awerds aboard BENEWAL and were given briefings on MRF operationSe

On the 22nd of pApril, Army and Wavy persomnel ewbarked in BENEWAER were
treated to an afuernocon of folk music cuplimentary of USO in Saijona

The 23rd of Arpll saw the DENEVAH visibted by Gencral wWilliam WESTHORLAND,
Military Assistance Comandury Vietnam. He was briofed on past and prescit
MRF operetions by Comnodore Salgur and Colonel COLLIN, USMC.

The rest of the ronth was hi-lighted by several distinguished visitors
aboard DE:T5IAH, LT Goneral Forrie WALT, Assistont Commadant off the Morine
Corps, was biricfed by Commodore SALZER on MRF operations. General WALT was
ziven a demonstration of the fire power of the assault boats alongside
BENEWAN and :iven a byicefing on the MRF mission in the Delta.

MAY
May sterted out with a severe rocket abtack from the south bank at the
Dong Tam znchorage. Dospite the severness of it, thiere were no hits or
casualties. An estimated 25 rounds were fired ab the MRF between 0200~
0215, . the MRF quickly suppressed the attack.

Admirel John ETLAID, Commancer in Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet visited the
BENEWAH for lunch and bricfing on MRF operations. Later the Admirel presented
awards to Flotilla personnel, Various river asscult division persomncl were
awarded 33 Purple Hearts for wounds received in recent action.

Early Iy saw manmy visiters come to DEHEIAN for briefings on IRF
operations, Some of the more prominent visitors were: lMajor General COFFIN,
Deputy Conmnnder of the Armyts Research and Development Program and Major
General PRICKE™?, Vice Divector of Operations for the Joint Chiefs of Staff,

On 17 imy, DLHEARN departed Dong Tam and completed the 62 mile trip to
the vieimity of Cua Soirap and Song Vam Co which necessitated the MRD enter-
ing the South China Sca for the first time since Hovember 1967.

While in this anchorage several more Cistinguished visitors came to
BENEWAX to be briefed on MRF operations. Iajor General GARRISON, U.S. Army
Inspector General, Recl Adwiral J§, V. SMITH, Prospective COMPHIBPAC,
conducted an inspection of BENRWAK with the Comaanding Officcr and spent
the night. '



The rest of bhe month was spent 1.1outlj in trg.veln.nb tnc rlv\,rs RESEOARS
betwec.n .)on\, Tam am 3en Tre. e . : L

Tne 28th :£' Hay, Colonel Robert ARCIIR ‘.ssm;,r‘ comaand of 2nd .3'1"1’ ade
9th Infantry Division, rel:x.e.v:.m Colonel UINID m a colorful ccrnon;sr on
Bhﬂmls f}.:r.bn'b deck. R R : R S

. - JUIE |
 Barly June saw Rear Admiral G.- B, CRARL , Cosmiander of the Austraﬂ,ian'
Fleet, and lMajor General A. C., HCDOMALD, Comuander of the Australian »
Forces, Vietnam visit the BJ.:LEFAL"I for 1:11}? b; :Lc:L:Lng ana a tour of the o
agsault cra ‘L alont,s:Lde. S . S

R:Lvar Assc.ul'o Dn.va.s:,on 91 e arked BB:LJM* to assume base defe&.se 3 Juncs

MiC Junc saw the BENEWAH's Medical Departrent concluc’o a IEDGAP Cdl"l.ﬂ(_,
which approximately 200 peoplc, were trca‘bcd

June oh the BENEWAH was visited by General Croighhon LERAYMS who
recently succeacded Genei‘f‘l‘TfESSﬁ?v‘iORELAIm s was briefed on IRF operations Ly -~
Commodore SALZER and Colonel ARCHIR,. i o

On the 23rd of June DBRENEWAH transited from Can Tho back to Dong Taii,
DENEWAH played a PSYOPS tape during the transit explaining the MRF's presence
in the arca for the benefit of lx.stcners e.shore as the sha.p's were pass:.nd ‘
through ’one vau u,.o Crossowr. S

Junc enced with a visit from LT Cemrc.l _JLLDLRT s US4, Deputy Ass:.s'can’o
Secretary of Defense, and Major Ceneral BIRG, Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Militexy Personnel, The party was riefod on Force operations to date
and talked at rondem with enlisted perso;_ael refwdln per.;onal aifa:l.rs,
tour leago’ao :3..10. pro:aot:x.ona. : o : : o :

JULY

The oeg:.m‘u.nf of July saw the B.:sifuu‘m zain located at Vem Co Lnd
Soirap Rivers about 15 miles south of Saigon, While in this anchorage
an Army spoivter plane discovered a comlc:: of VC bu.nkers wh:.ch the - S
COLLETON and BENEHK destroyed with 3#/50 f:.re. S

The Lth of July was not celebrated this yoar for BENEHAN gﬁiﬁ il The
T

Hedical Departicent, however did concuct a ({W0CAP, Lieutenan
the shiwts doctor, and Licutepant the shipts dentist, treated over
L50 Viconanese in the city of Go Conge B T

The DENEULL pob underway for Dong Tem on 7 July. Upon arriving, BENEJAHT
was visited Ly combai artist, R, J. SUITH, who spent 3 days aboard. Mr.
SMITH was sponsored by the O0ffice of the CHO. Ir. SHITH is a merber of a
two artist team which is cruat.l.ng, series of works depiciting Navy - .
operations in V‘ﬂe'bna.n. L R e L




On July 19th DEHEAN spent 7 hours in transit while relocating from
Dong Tai b0 an anchorage on the Song Co Chien, 6 miles southwest of ife
Cay. Until tidis tronsit, the Co Chien was the ornly major branch of the
Mekong River wirich the MR3B had not traveled, During the transit, BENIWAL
destroyed o bunker ond house from which snipers hod been operating,

Another MEDCAP was held by the DENEIA Medical Demrtment on 12 July
south of o Caye. MApproximately 300 persons were treated by the medicel
teame. lir. Lawrence Pickering, Special Assistant to the U.S. Ambassador to
Vietnam also visived DEWEWAH on the 12%i for a briefing and tour of assauld
boats clongside,

General Andrew J, GOODPASTER, Deputy Comnander, U.S. Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam, got a briefing from Comnodore SALZER and
Colonel ARCHUR on IRF objectives and operations aboard DEUEWAHR July 20th.
This woas General GOODPASTIR's first visit since General KBRAMS took over
for General JESTHCITLAND,

Another EDCAP/DENTCAP for a, proximately 150 patients was held on
July 25the, Dr. I -»d Dr. Il vcre rcally busy in the month of
July with HO¥e than 600 patients treated. DEIEHAL is very proud of the
Medical Departmont and the part it has been playing in establishing good
relations with the Vicbnamese,

AUGUST

The monti of August was rather slow. Obther than many ftransits between
Dong Tan, My Tho and Zen Tre, it was a ravicr tirescme month. However,
BENEY . was visited by several distinguished people. On 12 Lugust,
Adwiral Thomas I, MOMRIER, Chiel of Havel Oporations, rcceived & briefing
of MRF operavicns aboard BEIEWAE and presented five bronze stars curing his
one hour visite

GIHGCH Delbert D. BLACK, Master Chief Peltbty Officer of the Navy visited
BEMTWAL on 16 Auguste Chief FLACK visited with cnlisted personnel to
discuss their problems and fubtures in the lovel Service.

August 25th sow Admiral HYLAND, Comaander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet,
visit DENGIAT for awards ceremony and luncheon, Adimiral HYLAID toured the
ship with DBIHAHR's Coammanding Officer and met with ship!s company in the
wardroom for an informal discussion on MIF operations in the Delta.

SEPTEDER

The first of September marked a change of command ceremony aboard
BENEWAE. Captain T, F, DOOKER relieved Captain R, W, ALLEN as Chief
Staff Officer for the Flotilla.

The nexs several wesks were unevaentful for DUIEWAH, operations being
limited to transits hetween Dong Tam and Iy Tho.

On the 13th of Sept DENEWAI was visited by Admiral V. A, SMITH, Chicef
of Stafi of the iloyal Australian Havy. e was briefed on MRF operations
by Commocore SALZIR. Admiral SMITH lunched abocrd BEREWAH and tourced
assault craft alongside,



Admidal John S, MOCAIN, Comuander in Chief, U,S. Forces in the Pacific,
and Read Aciniral VETH, COMMAVFORV, visited BENEJAI and were briefed on MRF
operations by Comnodore SALZER. In acdition to ecting lunch on the BENEWAH,
the Admirels conducted an extensive tour of asso.ult boats along,sme a.nd
presented three medals to RIVRON 9 personnel, ' U

The rest of September was spent traveling the Mekong Delta R:.vers a.nd =
conducting harrassment and Interdiction (RI) fire. , :

The last two weeks of September quite a few distinguished visitors
come aboard DEHEWAY, Several of the guests were: Rear Admiral PRAIT,
Commander Amphibious Training Comnand PiCIFIC, Commodore Iran Van Chony
who is the highest ranking officer in the Jletﬂaacse Navy, equivelent to
CNO, Vice Admiral Elmo ZUMWALT, Prospective COMNAVFORV. AlL visitors were
given operation briefings and tours of assauvlt craft alongside. Admiral
ZUMWALT was given a f:n.rln(, demonstration of assault craft on the soum banl;
at Dong Tam. o : B :

(OCTOBER

DERENAN was visited October 6th by tie Secretary of the Navy, the
Honorable Pawl R, IGHATUIS, The Secretary was accompainied by Vice Acuiral
ZUMWALT, COMAVFQ:V, and Rear Admiral HAR.JISH. Tue Secretary and Admirals
were briefed on MRF operatlons anc 51ven a fz.r:.ah dcnonstrat:.on by assault »
boats aloiygsides S : : v A

On October 15, LRENEWAH moved alone approximately 17 kilometers east of
Dong Tam to ive support to operations taking place. While at this new area,
DENEWLH was a.[,c.n.n visited by Vice Admiral ZUMdLLT who a.ppra:l.Scd the act:.on
taking place and was bricfed on objectives of the recent missions o

The 15th of Octooer was a historic ocassion aboard LEL\ENIL:I. She
recorded ner l0,000t‘x helicopter landin; with ©the arrival of an Army
uglickh carrying Colonel ILAND, Captain DOCRiR, Vietnamese Mejor, Nguyen
Duc-in and 2nd srizade Sargeant Major I The helo was greeted by
LCDR Marshall L, STOWELL, DEUEWAH's Commcnding Officer. The passengers
were presenved with plaques in recogniticn oi‘ viac historic event, o

Vice pr cs:.cenu:.zﬂ. candidate, Generel Curtis LeMAY (USAF, RET) 5 forner
Air Force Chicf of Staff, visited DEMEWAH. The Gencral was on a fact '
finding touwr of Vietnam and was br:.efcd on RF missions and objectives
by Coumiodore SAL&m.

BEIBWAI Went to General Quarters 21 October at 0300 wiien watch persoinel
observed rocket fire passing between 50 and 200 feet overhead, Fired fronm
the soutlh: banlt of the Song My Tho, the rockets were apparently not intended
for the sh:.ps, but were directed at Dong Tame The DEMEUAH took the enewmy
positions under fire with her LOMM and 3“/50 guns. suppressing the rocket
fire inarccord vime of 3 minutes after sounding GQ.

Captain Dale SCiIERMERHORN, Prospective Co:wander River Assault Flotilla
OME, arrived omboard 30 October. Captain SCHBIRHORN is due to ;c.liuve :
Commodore SALZ'*’t on 3 Novunbc,r aboard Dﬂ.lﬁﬂm. _ .




o NOViEGER

On tue lst of Hov.umber, at 0322, the WESTCISTER COUNTY was mined
by 2 larze explosive devices approximately LOO 1bs apiece, There were 2
explosions on the starboard side admid ships betwecn the bulkhead and the
armi pontoons along side., The explosions left two holes, both more than
twenty feet in ddameter. 4 first class peiby officer compartment and Arsy
bunkroom were tlhe hardest hit, but there were also casualtics on the
pontoon and o RIVOIV 111l beats tics up alongside. The ship took on waber,
but rapid reaction by damage conbrol parties quickly controlled tie [hooding
and the shilp was never in danger of sinking, Wounded men were rushed to
DENTWAH by assault boats during the early morniog hours, the more severely
injurec were im.ediately evacuabed from NENEJANY to Dong Tam hospitol.

The entire shipts office forece was killed and DENSWAH sent a team of
personncimen to btie LST to straighten up the necessary paperwork involved
in notifying next of kin, processing of the deceased records and othor
reporiSe The WESTCHESTER COUNTY lost 17 shipts company or 13% of its
crew, a total of 25 men were lost altogebher,

Shoertly after the cexplosion, Admiral ZWMWALT landed on DENEWAHN and
took a boat to WESTCHISTER COUNTY to geba first hand report of the situation,

On Novesber 3rd, Captain SCHER;EREORN relicved Captain SALZER as
Commander Task Force 117 in change of comsand ceremordes on the BENEWAH
flight decks. The ceremony was attended by high ranking officers from all
over tic Delic, The ceremonies featured the presentation to Captain
SALZER of the Republic of Victnamt!s two iighest individual awards, the
Vietnamese Cross of Gallentry with Crossed Palms, acnd the Viebnamese
Netional Ordier licdol. Featured speaker was Adudrol ZUMWALT , COMIAVFORV.

The DENEWLE was visited by Ernie BANKS of tie Chicago Cubs and Potco
RICKERT, a pitcher for the Daltimore Grioles on November 15th, The two
baseball players cunducted a2 hand sheking tour aboard and met several
hundred norsonel on the middle mess declis.

Later the same day-at 2200, while anchored in the Ham Long River
approximately two miles south of Ben Tre, TLLC~L was sunk, This casuality
wiich cost e 1ives of two people and wounded nine was caused by a Vieb
Cong swimmer planting charges on her stern, the craft sunk in 30 seconds.
BENEWAH rcceoived her entire crew. Personnel froi YULC-h were provided
quarters and glven clothing and all nccesssary tollet articles.

The LEUEMAL was visited by LT General Vinh Loc, ARV, Commandant of
the Nationcl Defense College and 20 students on Novuiber 22nds The group
received a bricfing of mobile riverine tactics and operations and toured
several tyoes of assault crafttied alongside.

The Medical Departuwnt wes busy in overber with two MEDCAP!s/DENTCAPYS.
Approximateiy 500 pationts were treated by DENEIMI's medical team,

Senator Ralph YarLorough (D-Texas) visibed SENZWAE fo talk to constituents
on Noverrioer 25t



DENEWALYs Bxecutive Officor, Lieutenant 3. J. WILSON, USa\E, was relieved
by Lleu'uoncnt M. IZ.w"LIFFITHS USI\T on Hovesbrer 20th,. : o -

DECELBIR
The monti of December was a rather slow moitth.
EEINRAL as usuval had a large number of distinguished visitors,

Admiral ZUMHALT camo aboard for awards presentation on the 2hth of
Decenber,

The MRD obsexrved cease fire in accordance with truce on the 24th =nd
25th of Deconber,

General WALLWIOUGI, USA, Commanding Gencral Contincntal frmy Command
and Major Goneral EHELL nsrc.eu DENEWLY on Deceiber 26th for a tour of the afloat
units and several fire support bases.

A Christnas »rogram given by Dob IIopc, was heldld in Dong Tam on the 27th
of Dembember, A“Jfo:‘:lmtely ong half of shipnts company were able tHo atbend
the show.

The last dey of 1968 was uneventful for DENEWAN. The past year has
been profitablce for DENEWAM and all things taken into conslucratlon, it
was a prox:.mgle Jear aralnst thc. Vict Con‘,. : :




. DECEMBER

- On 7 Decenber VADM ZUMWALIL, Corwmander Naval Forces Vietnam visited
BENFWAH and spoke to the entire crew, reviewing the progress of the war -
throughout the Republic of Vietnam, congratulating the BENEWAH on hexr exw
tensive role in the success of operations in the Delta, and assuring the
crevw that there would be a continuing requirement for BENEWAH's services
for many months to come. While Barrier operations on the Grand Canal were
suceegsful and largely uneventful throughout the month, BENEWAH's calm days
were disrupted only by an accidental explosion on the base defense boat
that put it out of comuission, and a particularly pleasant afternoon on
the 31st being entertained by a USC sponsored singing group on the [light
deck. e T _ |






