USS ALBATROSS (MSC z&s)
FPO SAN FRANGISCO 96601

OPNAV RoPORT 5750.1

From: Commanding Officer, USS ALBATROSS (ISC 289)
- Toe— —Chisf of Naval Uperations (0P-01989) -

Subj: USY ALBATROSS (i8C 209) Command Mlstory = 19566; submission of
Ref: {a) OPHAVINST 5750.12 |

el (1) USS ALBAYROSS (USC 2B9) Commend History - 1956

i. In compliance with refersnce {a), snclosure {1) is hereith sulmitt
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Fnclosurs (1)

i. CHRONOLLGY OF iﬁ@fiLIGIi?S

a. il Jamuary - 21 Februsry 1966; Assigned as a MARKET TINE.
petrol uidi under the oi:sratian@l control. of hﬂ Cozstal Survelll
ance Force, Vistnam,

be 21 March - 29 March 1966: Interim B?ydaéking, Sassbo, Japsn

. 4 April - 15 April 1956: Mine Countermeasurss Refresher Teal
ing conducted bty Commender Mine Flotills OHE at Sasebo, Japsn.

d. 23 April . 27 April 1566: BROK/US MINEY B85 at Chinhas Mar,
Korea with ;:ﬁm’bins& units of Mine Squadron THIRTI.CHE, RCEE and Hins
Flotilla ONE, USH.

. e. 29 April » 3 Msy 1966: Port visii, Eure, Jepsn with COMINFL

OHE embarked.

fo 29 May - 9 July 1966: Assigned as a MARKET TIME patrol unit
under the operatiomal conirel of Commander Uoastal Surveillance Force,
Vietnan,

g 12 July = 16 July 1966: Port vwisit, Sinpapore.

he 22 July = 25 July 4966: Port visit, Hong Tong, B.C.C,

i. 27 Seplember - 7 Hovember 1966: Assigned as a MARKET TINE
patrol unit under the sperstionsl contrel of Commender Coastal Surveill
snes Foroce, Vieinam,

Js 19 Decesber - 21 Dsosmber 1566: Annusi Hanagement snd Feine

tensnoe Inspeotion end NEY Food Service Tnepection administered by Come

mancer Mine Squadron THREE.
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k. 29 December - 31 December 1966: Mnroute to Comstal Survaill
ance Patrol, Vietnam.
2, BASIC ﬁMTIVEs
o Comend Organizetion and Relaticns:
(1) Commending Officer, 1 Jamuary = 31 Decerber 1966 w LT
Fletcher Jemes BARNES, III, 635483/1100, USH.
{2) Homsport - Sasebo, Japan
{3) Missgion and Fumction =
{a) To msintain 2 high state of training and material
readiness in the area of minecountermessures.
{b) To function as a patrol wniht of Commander Coastal
Survelllence Foves, Vietnsm eliminating North Vietnamsse infiltration
of men, arms, and supplies into South Vietnan hy sea.
{i) Compostion of Commend w
{a) 4s of 31 Docember 1966 there were five (5) officers
end thirtye-five (35) enlisted on bosrd ALBATROSS. 4 detailsd roster of
persommsl is astiached,
be Operstions and Activities during 1966:
Upon completion of & six wesk leave and upkesp period in
Sasebo, Japan, ALBATROS.) sailed M@p@ﬁd@f&my on § Jenuary 1965 for the
firet of three MARKET TIME deployments during the calendsr vear. Pause
ing briefly for fuel and provisions in Xaohsiung, Taiwan on 9 Jenuary,
she resched her patrel stetion south of Vung ’E@.ﬁg RVH on the South Vet
namess cosst on the fourteenth of the month., The first patrol was high
lighted by the loss of 1B Main Engine which remained inoperative until
rapaivs énuld be effectad by SRD Ssseho in March end heevy winds and ss
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Enclosure (1)
resuliing from the prevailing Northeast monscon.

ALBATROSS, with USS “ARELER (MSC 206) in company.
changed operational contrel from Commander Coastel Surveillance Force,

Vietnam to Commandsr Seventh Fleelt on 22 February and departed for

homeport via & twenty-four hour stop in Kachsiungs Arriving in Ssssbo

on 5 March, the remainder of ths month wes designated an Upkesp Period,
with the 21s% to 29th spent resting on Keslhlocks in U. 5. Hawy Drye
Dock 2 during Interim Drydocking.

April could be témd Mine Countermsasures Monih
i566% for ALBATROSS for it afforded the scle opportunity for the ship
to train for her primary mission, Comsender Mins Figtilla ONE dispatche

an inspection perty of ome officer and two enlisted persomnel to sdmind:

ter MCH Refrasher Trainin

z on board. For two wesks, 415 April, veriow
minegweeping end minshunting evelubions were conducted. The resulis are
to be found in the finel grede of GOOD (80.75) and in the invelusble
expordence galned by &1 hends,

On 21 April, ALBATROSS sailed with USS EPPING FUREST
(MCS 7) (COMINFLOT ONE embarked), USS “ARDLSR (I5C 208) and USS P_ACOCK
(MSC 198} for Chinhas, Korea and the ROK/US MILX 4-65. The 22nd was
spent in Chinhae with the day belng devoied to pre-sxsreise confersncas
and liberty. 7The following day the U.5, units were underwsy with mine.
cowntermeasures ships of Mine Sguadvon THIRTY.OHE, ROKN for a mutually
beneficial five day exercige.

ALBATROSS and VARBLER weve dstached on 27 Aprdl and

spsnt the next thiviy.six hours trangiting Shimonoseki Straits and ihs

sconic Japenese Inland Saa enroube to a four day port visit to Zure,

Japan.
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" Enclosurs (i
Upen arrivel on the 29th of April, COMINFLOT CHE broke his pennent in
ALBATROGS, Generel wisliing was conducted on 30 Apedl and locel Boy
. and Girl Scoubs toured on the lst of May. The Scouts reciprecated wiil
fé band concert on the plsr, OSpeeisl services tours were conducted for
personnel to Hiroshima and Miyejims., Crowmembers donated to the Hiroe
shime Hlocd Dank. Commanding Officer, 0SS ALBATROSS (ISC 203) made
official ealls on Kﬁré Eegie?gl Cormandant, Japsnesse Haritime Seif
Dafense Force and Cgmmaﬁﬁg? ﬁiﬁ@ Fletiles ONE, JUSDF, The officlel ez
vere returned on board ALS&&Q@&&E

F?éwé@glamenﬁ“pfeparatimgs wore the cenber of activi
during the =19 Hay.upkeep pericd in Sssebo. Un 20 May ALBATROSS, wik
WARELER ones agein in eccmpany, left howme for asnother South Chine Sea
patrol. After stépping in Haohsiung for the rayuired refueling on the
2hth, she came ﬁhdar the operationsl control of COMCOSURFORV on 29 lay
For her sscond MARKET TIME deployment of the y@ayﬂlﬁLﬁﬁTﬁﬁSS was egsig
a station off the tip of the Ca Mau penminsuls. The wabers were calmer
then those previously encountered, but the local jumk traffic was spsr
Major efforts were exnended scquiring pertinent informetion from msreh
veszels fransiling ths ares.

7 After being relievad of her surveillance patrol dutis
on 9 July, ALBATROSS sailed due scuth for & port visit to the mew isle
gountry of Singapors. The 1216 July wisit fo 2 land net oft-frsguent
by WESTPAC vessels was & welcome bresk for all as the officers and men

of WS DARTINGTOYN excelled in the role of genial hosts. The long btrar
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back to Saseho was broken by a brief stay, 22.25 July in everybody's
fayorite Liberty pori, Hong Kong.

The inport Sasebo peried from 30 July to 18 Septembep
was highlighted ty the sxtended vwisit of four technleal representative:

from Haval Ships Eng

insering Command, Philsdelphis Division. Upwards
of & month was devebted to mathemstlcol computations and on board ine
strumentation culsdinating in underway engine overlosd tests conducted «
the Ist and Jrd of September. Independent typs training was conducted
the éniy time during the ysar on 7.9 Syptember in the Saszebo avea. Ths
three days were ubtilized to stresm and megger the msgnetic tail, adjus’
thes Orpess miﬁgswsépiag gear, sgercise the crew ab general deills, am
swing Ehip.

The ninotsenth of Seplembsr zrrived and ALBATROSS, wit
USE WURELIR {MBC 208) and USS PUACOCK (15C 198) in company, dsparied
Szsebo for her third deployment of the year undey the operationsl eonii
of Commender Coastal Survelllance Forece, Vietnem, A few hours on 23
September were allotbed to refusling end provisions in Kachsouling. ?ﬁ&%
Upon finegd, confirmation of ares essipnment, ALBATROSS sssumsd her pats
stetion im the vicinity of the Phu Quoe islands. Through her efforis !
the investigation, bosrding, and search of local junk traffie, justifi
tion was esteblished for the perminent assigument of s swrvelllanece um
in this coastal section of the Gull of Theilend, The nowly installed
eir condiifoning systom was an asseb to orew morals during this cruiss

ALBATROSS was rolievsd by USS WHIPPOORWILL {MSC 207)

onn 7 Hovember. Eorcubts to her homeport she vémained in Xeohsulng 13-1
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Inclasure (1)
Hovember to offect repairs on the inoperative alr compressor systesm
which had hindersd mensuverability throughout & greater portl n of the
deployment,
| Seen after ALBATEOSS® return home on 1B November., word

was racilved that the symusl Mansgewent and Meintensnce Inspection woul
be conducted less thesn s momth henca. Satisfactory degaussing check
ranging on 22 Noverber was followed by a2 concerted shipwide effort to
ready the cormmand®s materisl and intermal administrative sppearance.
The results reflected these offorts. COHINROL TIREE swerded ALBATRG:
a grads of TICELLINT {91.55) at the conclusion of his 19.21 December
M. The somuzl surprise KEY Food Serviee Inspection ﬁas{gémiﬁistef&é
on 20 December.

An abbrsviated helidsy ssasen wos sujoyed by the
eroy from 22 to 38 December., On the afterncon of 29 December 1966,
numereus dependents, friends and MINROY THAZY contemporcyles assesbled
at Berth No. 9, fndisz Besin, Fleet Activitlies, Sassho, Japan to view
USS ALBAIROSS (M5C 289) as she cast off her linss enroute for the fourt
tims in 1966 to coastal surveillance patrol in the South Chinu Sea.

¢ Speuial Topliss:
{1) Opsrationel Statishice 1066 .

{=} E%ys nderways 191.9

{b} Days uwnder OPCON Commander Casstel Surveillance For
Vietnam: 123.0

{¢} Underway Replenishmenits: 356
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Paolosurs (1)
{d} Junks Dotected, OPCON COMCOSURFORV: 823
{g) Junks Boarded, OPCON COUCOSURFORY: 28O
(2} Commmnieations
The excessive volume of communications fraflic was
handgled in a professional manner as two rediowsn strikers becpms guali-
fied to copy the ons oporator OW broadeast. However, completion of the
proposed automated communlcations installation will expsdite msssage
handling and serve to allevists remsining comanleation problem arsas.
{3} supply end logistics
fpproxinmately sixty (60) days wors spent in o CASIEPT
status in Sszsbo dus iﬁ lack of enginssring supply suppori. ILsad time
for repsir parts, on & ?@Qﬁigiiiﬁﬁ priovity scele, ren as follows, with
the majoriiy of items reyuiring near the moclmm amouwnd of time noted

to resch ALBATROSS,

PRIORITY HINTIOH MAXTHD
0= 2 wssks ' 7 wmont
05 3 wasks 6 mond
iz 2 monihs 12 mem

LY Persornel -
{a} Beenlistments:
FIRST TERY » 7 eligibls; 3 resnlisted on boawrd;
forty-thres percent (83%)
CAEEIR » 3 eligible: 3 rzesnliszted on boazd; ons

hundred pevesat (1006}

TOTALE . 10 ligible: 4 pesulisted on boszd: sixly

T
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(b)) Commanding 0fPicer’s HonwJudicial Punishownt:
RAT.D OFFZNDURS o Seven (7)
HON-HATED OFFENDLRS «» Hine (9)
TOTAL €05 MAST CaseS - .imtesn (16)

(o} Ixlisted Advencements:
FEBRUCHY 1966 1 !&ﬁgmst o ADVAHUEMGET BLAMINATIIEE
Candidates: Sixteen {16): Pessing Gradess Twelve
{12): Advanced: Ten {10}
FUGUST 1966 NAVEIDE ADVANCSMENT oL vIHATIONS -
Candidates: Fight (B): Passing Grades: Fouwr (&)
Advanced: Thrae (3}
1966 SHIPBOARD ADMINISTURED EXAMINATIONS FOR /DVAX
HLHT T0 PAY GRADE B3 -
Cendidates: Four (4); Passing Grades: Four {(4):
Advanced: Foux (4.
1966 ADVAICE-:NT TUTALS - Candidates: Twontyesight

por cent (61

2]
o
wh

Advanced: Seventesn {17); Sixly.on

s

{5) lwards and Comecendatlicns =
{a) COMNMAVFORY 1tr 1850 sor 006 of 18 Juns 1986 como
Commanding Officer, USS ALBATROSS (M5C 289) for performance of duly on

MARKET TIME petrol duidng the peried 18 Japwary 1986 to 21 Fsbruary 19

fxtracts of this lebiter were made ths puclevs of commendstory rammls

&,..

placed in the service vecord of all persormel gssipnsd to ALBATHUSS du

ing subject periecd,

~fa




(b} In Hoverber 19556, ALBATROSS was authordzed to
displey the Hepublic of Vietelan Campeign Ribbon Bae with Device
{60~ ) for her suoporiing operations in Viet.Nam. This brought to

s tobal of three campaign ribbons worn by ALBATROS. The others

correspond to the Hatiounal Defvnse Servics Medel and the Armed Forces

Bxpeditionary Hadsl,

5

G. LESECHS LIABHSD, CONCLUSIONS, G RIC

RHDATIONS

as The nonsvailebility of enginsering supply suppord continues o
impair ALBATROSS® condition of cperstionsl readiness. Conbinuved pure
susl of basie preblem remedies by 21l echslons of commsnd, as woll as
repeated Dollow-ups on individuel requl itions by ALBATROSS zemain as
reyuired actions Tor the fuburs,

e  fvery opportuniiy {opr on-the-job mine counbermessures tralning
must bo wbilized, consistent with operationsl comeliments end ovew fall
que,

&, DOCUMESTARY AMHEE.

w!

g, & vopy of the guster »oil and yester of officers as of 31 Dscos

v Enoiosurs



