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COMMAND COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION

USS VALLEY FORGE IS THE FOURTH SHIP OF THE TICONDEROGA (CG 47) CLASS OF
AEGIS GUIDED MISSILE CRUISERS, DESIGNED TO LEAD THE SURFACE FORCES OF THE
UNITED STATES NAVY WELL INTO THE 21ST CENTURY. THESE SHIPS ARE TRULY
MULTIPURPOSE; POSSESSING SIGNIFICANT ANTI-AIR, ANTI-SURFACE AND ANTI-SUBMARINE
WARFARE CAPABILITIES. THE MK 7 AEGIS WEAPONS SYSTEM, THE WORLD'S MOST CAPAELE
SHIPBOARD AIR DEFENSE RADAR AND MISSILE SYSTEM, ENABLES VALLEY FORGE TO
PROVIDE PROTECTION FOR UNITS OF A CARRIER BATTLE GROUP IN EXTREME THREAT
ENVIRONMENTS. HOSTILE TARGETS MAY BE ENGAGED WITH A VARIETY OF WEAPONS:
SURFACE-TO-AIR AND SURFACE-TQO SURFACE MISSILES, SHIP AND AIR-LAUNCHED
TORPEDOES USING THE EMBARKED LAMPS MK III HELICOPTER, ANTI-SUBMARINE ROCKETS,
GUNS, RAPID-FIRE CLOSE-IN WEAPONS, ELECTRONIC JAMMERS AND DECOYS. VALLEY
FORGE IS WELI ABLE TO COUNTER ALL CURRENT AND PROJECTED THREATS.

UsSS VALLEY FORGE, HOMEPORTED IN SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, WAS ASSIGNED TO
CRUISER DESTROYER GROUP THREE UNDER COMMANDER, NAVAL SURFACE FORCE, UNITED
STATES PACIFIC FLEET DURING 1991. THE COMMANDING OFFICER WAS CAPTAIN ERNEST
F. TEDESCHI JR. FRCM 12 MAY 1990 UNTIL 14 SEPTEMBER 1991, WHEN HE WAS RELIEVED
BY CAPTAIN BILLY CORNETT II. THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER WAS LIEUTENANT CCMMANDER
J. P. WISECUP. SHIPS COMPANY CONSISTED OF 30 OFFICERS AND 365 CREW MEMBERS
DIVIDED INTO FOUR DEPARTMENTS: OPERATIONS, ENGINEERING, COMBAT SYSTEMS, AND
SUPPLY. FOR THE AIR DEPARTMENT, THE SCORPIONS OF HSL 49 WERE EMBARKED FROM
18TH TO THE 30TH OF JULY 1991 FOR LEOPS AND HSL-47'S DETACHMENT TWO, COMMANDED
BY LIEUTENANT COMMANDER DON HIESER WAS EMBARKED THROUGH WORKUPS IN 1990 UNTIL
THE 8TH OF JUNE 1991 WHEN THE SHIP RETURNED FROM DEPLOYMENT. DETACHMENT TWO
CONSISTED OF TWO LAMPS MK III HELICOPTERS, SABERHAWK 71 AND 74, 6 PILOTS AND
16 ENLISTED CREWMEMBERS.

DURING OPERATION DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM, USS VALLEY FORGE WAS UNDER THE
OPERATIONAL AND TACTICAL CONTROL OF COMMANDER, CRUISER DESTROYER GROUP THREE
AS PART OF BATTLE GROUP ECHO. BATTLE GROUP ECHO CONSISTED OF USS VALLEY FORGE
(CG 50), USS RANGER (CV 61), USS CHOSIN (CG 62), USS KINKAID (DD 965), USS
KIRK (FF 1087), USS WABASH (AOR 5), AND USS MAUNA KEA (AOE 22). VALLEY FORGE
SERVED AS BATTLE GROUP AND ARABIAN GULF ANTI-AIR WARFARE COMMANDER AND LINK 11
COORDINATOR.



NARRATIVE

VALLEY FORGE STARTED 1991 CELEBRATING THE NEW YEAR AT US NAVAL BASE
SUBIC BAY PHILIPPINES. IT WAS THE FIRST STOP OF THE DEPLOYMENT WHICH BEGAN OR
THE 8TH OF DECEMBER 1990, AND A 12,000 MILE, 39 DAY TRANSIT OF THE PACIFIC AND
INDIAN OCEANS TO THE ARABIAN GULF. THE STOP AT SUBIC BAY WAS TO ALLOW THE
SHIP TO TAKE ON SUPPLIES AND CONDUCT MAINTENANCE PRIOR TO REPORTING FOR DUTY
IN THE ARABIAN GULF IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION DESERT SHIELD. SUBIC BAY,
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES WAS THE LAST PORT VISIT FOR VALLEY FORGE FOR 76
DAYS.

FOLLOWING A HIGH SPEED TRANSIT, VALLEY FORGE AS PART OF BATTLE GROUP
ECHO, ENTERED THE ARABIAN GULF VIA THE STRAITS OF HORMUZ 1% JANUARY 1991, IN
SUPPORT OF OPERATION DESERT SHIELD. THERE, WE JOINED THE CARRIER, USS MIDWAY,
BATTLE FORCE ZULU AND OTHER MULTI-NATIONAL FORCES IN THE GULF. THIS MARKED
THE FIRST TIME TWO CARRIERS OPERATED IN THE ARABIAN GULF SIMULTANEOUSLY.
OTHER COALITION NAVAL FORCES PRESENT REPRESENTED GREAT BRITAIN, CANADA,
AUSTRALIA, FRANCE, THE NETHERLANDS, ITALY, ARGENTINA, SPAIN, NORWAY, DENMARK,
GREECE AND BELGIUM, IN ADDITION TO THE NAVAL FORCES OF SAUDI ARABIA AND FREE
KUWAIT. WHILE IN THE ARABIAN GULF, THE FIRST MISSION OF VALLEY FORGE WAS
CLOSE-IN AIR DEFENSE OF RANGER. BASICALLY, IT WAS OUR JOB TO ENSURE THAT
ATRCRAFT DEPARTING, RETURNING AND QPERATING OVER THE BATTLE FCRCE WERE IN FACT
OUR OWN, THUS PROTECTING THEM FROM BEING ENGAGED BY FRIENDLY FORCES AND TO
PREVENT IRAQI ATIRCRAFT FROM ATTEMPTING TO CARRY OUT SNEAK ATTACKS ON OUR
SHIPS. WITH THE ARRIVAL OF TWO ADDITIONAL CARRIERS (ROOSEVELT AND AMERICA)
AT THE END OF JANUARY, THE AIR CAMPAIGN AGAINST IRAQ SHIFTED INTO HIGH GEAR.

VALLEY FORGE RECEIVED ORDERS ON THE 15TH OF FEBRUARY TO DETACH FROM
RANGER AND PRCCEED TO THE NORTHERN GULF TO A NEW PATROL STATION OFF THE
KUWAITI COAST. WE WERE TASKED WITH PROVIDING AIR DEFENSE AND EARLY WARNING
FOR U.S. AND BRITISH NAVAL UNITS INVOLVED IN MINE COUNTERMEASURES AND NAVAL
GUNFIRE SUPPORT OPERATIONS. VALLEY FORGE FOUND MINES IN EVERY PATROL AREA
WHICH SHE WAS ASSIGNED, SIGHTING AND DESTROYING A TOTAL OF FIVE MINES BEFORE
LEAVING THE GULF. VALLEY FORGE MADE A SECOND MOVE FURTHER NORTH ON THE 19TH
OF FEBRUARY, THE DAY AFTER USS PRINCETON AND USS TRIPOLI WERE DAMAGED BY IRAQI
MINES. AS THE ONLY OTHER AEGIS CRUISER IN THE AREA, VALLEY FORGE REPLACED
PRINCETON, ASSUMING HER DUTIES AS PRIMARY AIR CONTROLLER IN THE NORTHERN GULF.
IT WAS IN THIS MINE INFESTED PATROL AREA THAT VALLEY FORGE SPENT MOST OF HER
TIME WHILE IN THE NCRTHERN ARABIAN GULF. DURING THIS PERIOD, VALLEY FORGE AIR
CONTROLLERS GUIDED HUNDREDS OF U.S. AND ALLIED STRIKE AIRCRAFT TO AND FROM
THEIR TARGET IN IRAQ AND OCCUPIED KUWAIT. WE ALSO CONTINUED AGGRESSIVE
DECONFLICTION OF NORTHERN GULF AIRSPACE. VALLEY FORGE WAS ALSO ACTIVE IN
DIRECTING AIR STRIKES AGAINST IRAQI NAVAL SURFACE CONTACTS WHICH RESULTED IN
THE DESTRUCTION OR DAMAGE TC OVER A DOZEN IRARQI NAVAL UNITS. THE OVERWHELMING
AIR AND NAVAL SUPERIORITY ESTABLISHED BY COALITION FORCES DENIED THE IRARQI’'S
THE ABILITY TO EFFECTIVELY GATHER TARGETING DATA ON ALLIED UNITS, ESSENTIALLY
FORCING THEM TO BLINDLY FIRE THEIR MOBILE SILKWORMS. ON THE NIGHT OF 25
FEBRUARY 1991, A BRITISH ROYAL NAVY DESTROYER, HMS GLOUCESTER, SHOT DOWN A
SILKWORM FIRED BY THE IRAQI’S FROM OCCUPIED KUWAIT. ON THE 28TH OF FEBRUARY,
VALLEY FORGE MOVED NORTH FOR THE THIRD AND FINAL TIME. WE WERE THEN
RESPONSIBLE FOR AIR DEFENSE COORDINATION OVER THE NORTHERN ARABIAN GULF AND
PARTICULARLY IN SUPPORT OF AMPHIBIOQOUS FORCES OPERATING IN AND AROUND KUWAIT
AND IRAQ. IT WAS IN THIS AREA THAT VALLEY FORGE MONITORED IRAQI AIRSPACE IN
SUPPORT OF THE SUBSEQUENT CEASE-FIRE.

ON THE 5TH OF MARCH WE WERE RELIEVED ON STATION AND PROCEEDED SCUTH TO
REJOIN RANGER IN THE CENTRAL GULF. BY THE BEGINNING OF APRIL, RANGER AND
BATTLE GROUP ECHO WERE THE ONLY REMAINING BATTLE GROUP IN THE GULF, FOLLOWING
THE DRAW DOWN OF U.S. FORCES. AFTER TWO WELL DESERVED PORT VISITS IN ABU
DHAEI AND DUBAI, WE WERE RELIEVED BY THE USS NIMITZ BATTLE GROUP ON 17 APRIL.
BATTLE GROUP ECHO DEPARTED THE ARABIAN GULF AND COMMENCED A HOMEWARD TRANSIT,
MAKING STOPS ENROUTE AT PHATTAYA BEACH, THAILAND, HONG KONG, SUBIC BAY,
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES AND PEARL HARBOR, HAWAIT.



UPON RETURNING TO SAN DIEGO, VALLEY FORGE ENJOYED A 5 WEEK UFPKEEP AND
STANDDOWN PERIOD. VALLEY FORGE DEPARTED FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS FROM
18 ~ 30 JULY 1991. THE SCORPIONS OF HELICOPTER SQUADRON LIGHT 49 AND A COAST
GUARD DETACHMENT WERE EMBARKED. DURING THAT UNDERWAY PERIOD, THE SHIP ALSO
PARTICIPATED IN A CNO PROJECT FOR JOINT ELECTRO MAGNETIC INTERFERENCE TESTING.
SEVERAL MIDSHIPMEN WERE ALSO EMBARKED FOR A ONE MONTH TRAINING SESSION. THE
EARLY PART OF AUGUST FOUND THE SHIP UNDERWAY IN THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CPERATING AREAS MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR THE UPCOMING OPPE 28 - 29 AUGUST 1991.
UNDERWAY PERIODS IN SEPTEMBER ENTAILED UNDERGOING MORE TRAINING, WITH THE SHIP
CONDUCTING GUNNERY QUALIFICATIONS ON THE SAN CLEMENTE ISLAND NGFS RANGE AND
PEGGING OUT AN OUTSTANDING SCORE OF 100.5. THE SHIP ASW TEAM FOLLOWED UP THIS
EFFORT WITH SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE ON THE SOAR RANGE, FIRING TORPEDOES AND
ANTISUBMARINE ROCKETS AT MINI MOBILE TARGETS.

VALLEY FORGE HAS ALWAYS BEEN PROUD OF SHOWING OFF THE SHIP. ON THE 03
SEPTEMBER WE WERE VISITED BY RADM COADY, COMMANDER CRUISER DESTROYER GROUP 5.
THIS WAS HIS FIRST VISIT TO THE SHIP SINCE HE RETURNED TC SAN DIEGO. HE TOOK
THE OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE CREW AND TALK ON SEVERAL PRESSING MATTERS. HE
WAS THE COMMISSIONING COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE USS ANTIETAM. JUST & DAYS
LATER ON THE 11TH OF SEPTEMBER, WE WERE VISITED BY RADM QUAST COMMANDER
CRUISER DESTROYER GROUP THREE.

SHORTLY AFTER, A CHANGE OF COMMAND WAS HELD. COMMAND OF USS VALLEY
FORGE CHANGED HANDS ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 WHEN CAPTAIN BILLY CORNETT II
RELIEVED CARPTAIN (RADM SELECT) ERNEST F. TEDESCHI JR. THE CEREMONY WAS HELD
AT 10 AM AT PIER 2 AT THE 32ND STREET NAVAL STATION SAN DIEGO. REAR ADMIRAL
ZLATOPER, COMMANDER CARRIER GROUP SEVEN, WAS THE SCHEDULED GUEST SFPEAKER.
CAPTAIN TEDESCHI'S NEXT ASSIGNMENT WAS TO BE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR PLANS
AND POLICY, SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER ATLANTIC. THE SHIP ENJOYED A SHORT GET
AWAY SHORTLY AFTERWARD TO SAN FRANCISCO WITH OUR GUEST OF THE NAVY MR. MIKE
URES, MR RAYMOND FRIESECRE AND MR. ROBERT SUBER. A SOLEMN AND FORMAL BURIAL
AT SEA WAS ALSO CONDUCTED FOR CHIEF PETTY OFFICER HUBERT BUTTS WHILE ENROUTE
TO SAN FRANCISCO. ON THE RETURN TRIP, VALLEY ¥FORGE STOPPED AT SEAL BEACH
NAVAL WEAPON STATION FOR A WEAPONS OFFLOAD IN PREPARATION FOR THE UPCOMING
SELECTED RESTRICTED AVAILABILITY (SRA). ON THE 28TH OF THE MONTH, VALLEY
FORGE SPONSORED THE REUNION OF THE CREW FROM THE USS FRANKFORD, DD497. THEY
WERE ALL TREATED TO A WARM WELCCOME AND A TOUR OF THE SHIP. 54 FORMER
CREWMEMBERS AND THEIR SPOUSES WERE HOSTED. THE USS FRANKFORD SERVED IN WORLD
WAR II IN BOTH THE PACIFIC AND ATLANTIC THEATERS, AND WAS THE FLAG SHIP OF THE
SHIPS SCREENING THE D-DAY INVASION OF NORMANDY.

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW FISCAL YEAR, VALLEY FORGE STARTED ITS TEN
WEEK SELECTED RESTRICTED AVAILABILITY. THE CREW, COMNAVSURFPAC, SUPSHIP'S AND
THE PRIVATE CONTRACTOR WERE ABLE TO MANAGE A SUCCESSFUL AND COST EFFICIENT
MAINTENANCE PERICD AND DEPART THE ACTIVITY ONE WEEK EARLIER THAN SCHEDULED.
THE SHIP ALSO UNDERWENT A VIGORQUS TRAINING CYCLE THAT DID NOT END UNTIL MID
DECEMBER. THE SHIP'S CREW PARTICIPATED IN SPECIFIC WARFARE TRAINING, TARGET
MOTION ANALYSIS TRAINERS, INTERMEDIATE AND ADVANCED MULTI-THREAT TEAM TRAINERS
AND COMBAT SYSTEMS OPERATORS TRAINING. THE ENSUING FAST CRUISE AND SEA TRIALS
AFTER THE YARD PERIOD WENT OFF WITHOUT A HITCH AND THE SHIP SETYTLED INTO ITS
CHRISTMAS VACATION AND LEAVE PERIOD.

THE SHIP FINALLY GOT SOME EXTRA TIME TO BECCOME MORE ACTIVE IN COMMUNITY
RELATIONS. VALLEY FORGE STARTED SPONSORING THE JEAN FARB'S MIDDLE SCHOOL.
FOR OUR FIRST EXCURSION, WE HAD 3 BUSLOADS OF CHILDREN TOUR THE SHIP AND
INTERVIEW SAILORS AS SUBJECTS OF A SPECIAL CLASS PROJECT. ABOUT 40
CREWMEMBERS SPONSORED FROM 3-5 SCHOOL CHILDREN EACH AS ESCORTS FOR A DAY.
DURING THIS TIME PERIOD, SOME CREWMEMBERS VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME TO GO TO THE
SCHOGL TO TUTOR CHILDREN WITH PROBLEM SUBJECTS. THIS CONTINUED INTERACTION
HAD ALSO ENCOURRGED A FEW CREWMEMBERS TO SPONSOR SOME OF THE CHILDREN AS BIG
BROTHERS. THUS ALLOWING THEM TO ENJOY ACTIVITIES, EVENTS AND A RELATIONSHIP
EXTERNAL TO THE SHIP AND THE SCHOOIL SETTING. THESE CLOSING EVENTS FINISHED
OUT A DEMANDING AND REWARDING CALENDAR YEAR.
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CHRONOLOGY

Inport - Subic Bay, Philippines

Underway — Enroute Gulf of Oman

Underway - Transit Straits of Mallacca

Underway - Enroute MIDWAY CVBG in Arabian Gulf
Transit Straits of Hormuz Operation Desert Shield
Underway - Operation Desert Storm

Underway - VADM Arthur (COMUSNAVCENT) arrives
Underway - BLACK HISTORY MONTH PRESENTATION
Underway - Operation Desert Storm

Inport - Abu Dhabi

Underway - Enroute Battle Force Zulu Operations
Underway - RADM Zlatoper (COMCARGRU SEVEN) arrives
Inport - Dubai, UARE for USS MCKEE TAV

Underway — Transit to Phattaya

ARRIVE KING NEPTUNE'S DOMAIN

Inport = Phattaya

Underway - Transit to Hong Kong

Inport - Hong Kong

Underway Transit to Subic Bay

Inport - Subic Bay for Maintenance

Underway ~ Transit to Pearl Harbor

RADM Zlatoper (COMCARGRU SEVEN), CAPT Forbes,
CAPT Campbell arrive

Inport - Pearl Harbor

Underway - Transit to San Diego

Inport - San Diego, CA for Post Deployment leave UPKEEP
Underway ~ LEOPS, SOCAL

Inport - San Diego, CA

Underway — SOCAL

Inport - San Diego, CA

Underway - SOCAL

Inport - San Diego, CA

Underway - OPPE, SOCAL

Inport - San Piego, CA

RADM Coady (COMCRUDESGRU FIVE) visits

Underway - SOCARL (NGFS, ASW)

Inport - San Diego, CA

RADM Quast (COMCRUDESGRU THREE) visits

Change of Command Ceremony (CAPT CORNETT RELIEVES CAPT
TEDESCHI) Guest speaker: RADM Zlatoper (COMCARGRU
SEVEN)

Underway —~ Enroute San Francisco, CA (Guest of the Navy)
Burial at Sea

Inport - San Francisco, CA

Underway - Enroute Seal Beach

Inport - Seal Beach (Offload)

Underway - Enroute/arrive San Diego, CA

Inport - San Diego, CA

USS FRANKFORD (DD 497) visits

Inport — SRA (Continental Marine)

Fast Cruise (AGENDA SEPCOR)

Underway - Sea Trials

Inport -~ San Diego, CA

PAATPAC visit YN/PN/DK Ratings

Underway - Burlal at Sea

Inport - San biego, CA

Jean Farb School visits

RADM Fitzgerald (COMCRUDESGRU THREE) visits



SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

(1) WELCOME ABOARD PAMPHLET

{2) COMMANDING OFFICER‘’S PICTURE

(3) COMMANDING OFFICER’S BIOGRAPHY

{4) EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S BIOGRAPHY

(5) NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION AWARDED TO "ARABIAN GULF BATTLE FORCE"

{(6) VALLEY FORGE 1991 ASSN OF OLD CROWS (OAC) EW AWARD NOMINATIONS

(7) COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA "RESULTS OF BATTLE EFFICIENCY AND WARFARE
EXCELLENCE COMPETITION"

(8) COMCARGRU SEVEN "BATTLE EFFICIENCY AND WARFARE EXCELLENCE RESULTS"

(9) COMUSNAVCENT "BATTLE EFFICIENCY"

(10) COMCARGRU SEVEN ltr of 28 May 91

(11) COMDESRON SEVEN "BRAVO IULU"

(12) COMCRUDESGRU THREE "1991 NEY MEMORIAL AWARDS PROGRAM"

(13) COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA "SHIP TOUR FOR REUNION GROUP"

(14) COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA LTR "COMMANDER NAVAL SURFACE FORCE
PACIFIC SHIP SAFETY AWARD"

(15) COMNAVBASE SAN FRANCISCO CA "GUEST OF NAVY CRUISES"

(16) USS VALLEY FORGE "PARKING AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS SUPPORT FOR SHIP
TOUR"

(17) COMCRUDESGRU THREE "SCIENTIST TQ SEA/SUBMARINER AT SEA" (U)

(18) USS VALLEY FORGE "TAC D AND E PLANNING AND SUPPORT" (U)

{19) COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA "PUBLIC AFFAIRS--MEDIA VISIT
(KITFIELD)"

(20) COMCRUDESGRU THREE "COMMUNICATIONS IMPROVEMENT"

(21) COMNAVSURFPAC SAN DIEGO CA "COMNAVSURFPAC 1992 NEY AWARD
NOMINEES™

(22) COMCRUDESGRU THREE "JUNIOR OFFICER SHIPHANDLING COMPETITION"

(23) USS VALLEY FORGE "LAMPS SHIP SAFETY AWARD INPUTS"

(24) USS VALLEY FORGE "COMSEVENTHFLT AAW EXCELLENCE AWARD"

(25) COMCRUDESGRU THREE "TAC D AND E PLANNING AND SUPPORT" (U)

(26) USS VALLEY FORGE "BATTLE GROUP WARFARE COMMANDER COURSE
REVIEW"

(27) USS VALLEY FORGE "FY 92 Q-1 HISTORICAL SCHEDULE" (U)

{28) COMCRUDESGRU THREE "COMNAVSURFPAC SILVER ANCHOR AWARD WINNER"





