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From: Commacciing Officer, USS TRENTON (LPD-14) 
To : Direczsr of Naval History 'OP-09BH), ilashingtcx Navy Yard, 

Washi~~con, DC 20374-0571 

Subj: 1994 CSNMAND HISTORY 

Ref: (a) S'NAVINST 5150.12E 

-. Enci: '1) L2:;ograph and Biography cf Captain Gerard 7 .  Lencon, 
Id>-< 

'2) 1324 Chronology 
3 ) 1234 Command Narrat177e 

-. In accor5znce with reference a), _he fcllowing is submltz2d: 

a. Backsround: USS TRENTON 'LPD 14), ar amphibio-a transpor: 
dock, Is names for the capital ~f the state zf New Jersey. 

The prese-c USS TRENTON is :he third Unized States ?.varship -3 
bear the name. The first was a steam sloop of war co~nissionea 
in 1884. The second was a light zruiser, CL-11 commissioned I n  
1924, which served with the Asiatic, 2aribbean and So~zhwest 
Pacific Fleets during World War II. The keel for the >resent 
TRENTON was lzid on 8 August 1966. She was christenea cn 3 
August 1968 ky Mrs. Richard J. Rughes, wife of the governor cf 
New Jersey. TXENTON was commissioned 5 March 1971. The 
amphibious transport dock (LPD) Is a very versatile amphibious 
ship. TRENTZN can transport, l snd and suppcrt a Marine force sn 
a hostile shcre. TRENTON is capable of carrying over 3 9 0  trsops 
plus their v~?icles, eq~~ipment, T.veapons, ammunition, zzd 
supplies. Ske also carries landing craft such as LCUs and AAVs 

, . 
(amphibious assault vehicles) I n  ner floodable well deck. Her 
flight deck allows her =o operate all Navy and Marine Zsrps 
heiicopcers 2nd VTOL aircraft (Earriers) . 

TRENTON ~arizicipated in the 1283 3iberat:on of Grscada, xas a 
member zf the aultinat~onai force ~ f f  the coast of Be~r-~t, 
Lebanon in 1233-84, and was a carriclpant in Operatiox 2rayizg 
Mantis in Apr:l 1988 during a six month depioyment to =he ?ers;an 
Gulf. 

TRENTON played a supporting role in the presidential summit 
at Malta in Cecember 1989, participated in Operation just Cause 
in Panama in June 1990, and deployed on short notice to the 
Middle East as a member of the amphibious task force daring 
Operation Desert Shield (January 1991) and Operation Sesert Storm 
(January - April 1991). In 1992 TRENTON participated in 
Operation Prcxyide Promise as the sea and air rescue platform for 
humanitarian -2lief flights into zhe former Yugoslavia. 
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TRENTON was deployed in January 1994 back to the 
Mediterranean Sea in support of Operati~n Continue Hope off the 
coast of Somaiia (February - Narch 1954). After only 10 days 
post deploy men^, TRENTON was called upsn again to deploy in 
support of Operation Support Democrac:~ cff the cast of Haiti for 
six weeks (July - August 1994). 

b. TRENTCN has developed and now s?erates under the 
following Mission, Vision, and Guidixg 2rinci~ies: 

OUR MISSION: 

To conduct sustained amphibious combaz and special operations 
safely and efficiently. 

OUR VISI3N: 

- "RENTON "lcoks good" and does e~.rerything with class 

- TRENTON personnel are q-~alifiea 2nd trained to perform sach 
mission assigned and have modern, well-3.aintainea equipment ss 
perfor3 such ~issions. 

- TXENTON is maintained as a cleaL, safe, ana healthy ship in 
which LO live and work. 

- TTENTON naintains the highest szz=e of ~perational and 
damage control readiness and is unsurpassed in the support cf 
landing force mits. 

- TRENTON personnel achieve and are rewarded for personal 
excellence in an atmosphere of trust, zzoperacion, and equality. 

- TTENTON promotes continuous imprz-:ement chrough stron9 
~ o s i t i ~ ~ e  leadership, intelligent Inno.,-azion, and enthusiastlc 
teamwor~ . 

- Zffectlve ccmmunications up and 2zwn the chain of command. 

- Individual value and growth 

- Integrity, noral courage, and responsibility at all levels. 

- Preservation of assets. 

- Safety. 

- Quality assurance and innovation. 



Subj: 1994 COMMAND HISTORY 

- Positive leadership. 

- Reward f ~ r  good performance. 

- Family Involvement. 

c. Commarding Officers: Captain Larry C. Baucom, TSN, 8 
September 1992 through 9 February 1994; Captzin Serarc T. Lenrcz, 
USN, 9 February througul December 1994. 

Norf ~ l k ,  Virginia. 

94Feb-34Jun: Zammander Amphibious Spadron F Z X /  
Z~mmander Sixth Xeet. 

94Jul-34Aug: Zammander Amphibious Sq~adron T?:Z/Commaneer 
Second Fleet. 

94Sep-34Dec: "mmander Arnphibiaus Grmp TWO. 

(1) xediterranean Sea, 05 Ganuary tc 24 June l394. 

g. Exercises and Zperations: "Operation Zontinue :apeu, 
"Operation Eyes Over Y~gadishu'~, "Alexander rie Great, "Operatizn 
3ynamic Impacr", "Opera~ion Restcre Denocracy." 

. Zmbaried Units: 

(a) YS3G 24 

(b) ACT 2 

(c) om 2 

(dl Clr>.ptotech 2etachment 

(e) CAD I1 

(f) Special Boat Unit 20 

(g) Seal Team 2, "G"  Platcon 

(h) Explosive Grdinance Disposai Team 

3 
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i. Statistics: 

(1) Fuel consumed: 4,227,015 gallons 

'2) Refueling at sea: 38. 

-7- / 3 )  ~ 1 - 5  aviation fuel receive=: 123,606 gallons 

!4) YOGAS delivered: 58,000 gallons. 

(5 ) Underway replenisknents : 3 2 .  

:6) Aircraft landings: 2720 

Life time total landings: 33460 

7) IS94 Budget: Xepair  arts - $ 587,539.30 
Zonsumables - $ 937,748.30 

j. 3iography and photo cf Commancizg Officer as ezclosure 
. 

k. Zhronclogy attached 5s  enclosure ( 2 ) .  

1. Narra~ive attached as 



CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS FOR 1994 

94JANO1 Inport Norfolk, Virginia. 

94 JLYG 5 Set sail -or Morehead City, North Carolina in 
zompany "rith USS INCHON, USS TORTLAND, 2nd USS 
SPARTANELXG COUNTY to onioad :#ISSG- 24 f s z  
Yediterranean deployment. 

94ZmG8 Deploy wizh SARATOGA Battle Grsup to Me5iterranean 
Sea. 

94 JAY1 3 Transit =he Straits of Gibralrar. 

94 JAY2 5 
- .  

Transit zke Suez Canal, Zed Sez zo Soma-:a. 

94FE3C2 Arrive az zhe cperational area cff of ):zgadishu, 
Somalia; acart of Operation "Czntinue Espe." 

94FE32 5 Zaptain ;. T. Lennon relieves Zaptain 1. C .  Baucom 
as Commaziing Officer. 

3 4 ~ ~ 2 ~  t Zommodore S .  H. Ries, CCMPHIB?3N FOUR, -:lsited the 
ship. 

3.S. Army Logistics Support Gr-up from Zsrmany 
-7isited ship. 

94MA-Xl l -?ADM Perkins, COMPHIEGRU THREE, vlsitec zhe ship. 

4MFF.725 2epart f r ~ m  Mogadishu operaticnai area; 2nd of 
3peratioz "Continue Hope." 

S4ML?25 Zrsssing =he Equator, Sheilback ceremocy. 

4AFXi-03 Transit 3.15 Sea enroute zs Porz Siad. 

- .  
94AFXC4 Transit zke  Suez Canai into Meslterranean Sea 

94AFXCS-12 Tort visiz Xaifa, Israel 

94APXl: VADM Pruener, COMSIXTHFLT, vis~ced the ship. 

94AF215-22 Zonduct z5e Greek PHIBLEX "Alexander TP-2 Great," 
in the Volos operational area. 

94APR19 VADM Prueher revisited the ship. 

94AP225-MAY05 'ort visiz Naples, Italy; IMAV with USS 
SHENANDOAFI . 

Encl ( 2 )  



Crew nembers travel to Vatican to meet Pope John 
Paul XI. 

Begin 3peration "Dynamic ImpactN off the coast of 
Sardizia, Italy; INCHON ARG wirh multi national 
force 3f British, Italian, Greek, Dutch, Belgian, 
Spanish ships. 

R A D M  ;.;right, Commander SAFATOC-A BG, visited the 
ship. 

34MAY20-24 Port -,-isit Brinaisi, Italy. 

94MAY24-Z'UNOl Port -.-isit Corf-2, Greece. 

35JUNO5 Trans:= the Straits of Gibralzar. 

Port -.-:sit R o K ~ ,  Spain. Zelekrace the 33th 
Anniversary of 3-Day. 

Depart ?.ota, Spain enrouKe to :,!orehead City, North 
Carolina. 

TurnoTvT2r with ;'JAM ARG. 

R A D M  :;right resrisited the shi;. 

Commar5er, Amphibious Squadroc FOUR, revisited =he 
ship. 

Arrive Yorehead City, Norch Carolina; debark MSSG- 
24, erbark 200 Tiger Cruise members. 

Tiger Zruise enrcute to Xorfolk, Virginia. 

34JUN24 Returz zc home port of Norfolk, Virginia; end 
depl~l-.ent . 

34ZUL36 Depar; Norfolk enroute Morehea5 City, North 
Caroiixa to onioad MSSG-24 for Operaticn "Uphold 
Democrzcy" in Xaiti . 

Embark MSSG-24, depart Forehead City, North 
Carollza . 

ADM Bcgrda, Chief Naval Cperacions and Master 
Chief zf Navy, ETCM(SW) Xagan visited the ship. 

94JULll Arrive in the operationai area off Haiti coast 

94JULll-AUG14 Conduc; Operation "Uphola Democracy." 



General Mundy, Commandant of Marine Corps, visited 
the ship. 

Port Visit Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico. 

Continue sperations in the operational area off 
the coasE 3f  Haiti. 

Turnover with TLJASP ARG and depart for Mcrehead 
City, Norzh Carolina. 

Arrive Moreheaa City, North Carcllna; off load 
YSSG-24. Depart for home port. 

54AUC-1': Xeturn tc home port of Sorfolk, -1lrginla. 

340CTC5-ZEC31 DPMA Metzs Machine, Norfolk, Virginia. 

. , 

34NOVT 3 m M  Picczte, 20MPHIBGR'U' TWO, -.-=:zed the ship. 

34DEC13 ? A D M  Picc~ze revisited the ship. 



COMMAND NARRATIVE 1994 

The new year started GEL on a -7ery busy note. All hazas made 
last minute preparaticzs prior to leaving Norfolk for a six month 
deployment. The ship set sail 9n the fifth of Januar.;; first 
stop was Morehead City, North Carolina where NSSG-24 would 
embark. On the eighth cf January, TRENTON embarked sn an eleven- 
5ay voyage across the -=-rlantic Ocean. Turnover with :he outgoing 
amphibious ready group -,6zas brief and TRENTON continue4 her voyage 
chrough the Mediterranean Sea toward Port Siad and tk? Suez 
Canal. On the twenty-sixth of January, TRENTON passe4 through 
che Suez Canal and ints  he Red Sea. Finally, on the second of 
"bruary, TRENTON reacced its sperational area off t?-5 coast cf 
:4ogadishu, Somalia. 

Zuring the two-month szay, in support of Operztion "Csn~inue 
Xope," TRENTON provide< Marine support ashore and parrici-pated 
in Operation "Eyes Over ?4ogadishu" a helicopter surverllance 
 pera at ion. TRENTON received on board Commodore S. H. Xies, 
Zommander Amphibious Sq~adron ?OUR, U.S. Army Logistlzs Support 
Croup from Germany, F3GY Perkizs, Commander Amphibiocs Sroup 
THREE, and the Commanaizg Officer, USS DULUTH iLPD 41 iuring =his 
rime frame. 3n the ni-zh of 'ebruary, Captain Gerard T. Lennon 
relieved Captain Larry Z .  Bauccn as Commanding Officer, USS 
TXENTCN, becoming TRENT3N1s 14th Commanding Officer. 

TENTCN departed the Scxalia cperation area cn 25 Marz-, headed 
southward toward the Eqdator and crossed the Equator s n  the 26th. 
This gave the crew an spportuni~y to initiate new merkers into 
=he Shellback community, those who have crossed the Eq~ator on 
koard a Navy vessel. TXENTON :hen headed back throuak the Suez - 
Canal zn passage to its first zort visit iz Haifa, Isrzei, 
srrivizg 05 April. Aftzr a seven-day visit, she deparzed for 
','olos, Sreece-to partic-pate wich the Grecian amphibizus fleer, :n 
the PEIBLEX "Alexander The Grea~," 15-22 April. On t 5 e  19th of 
-April, VADM Prueher, CCYSIXTHFLT visited to observe p 3 r ~  of the 
5xerc:se. 

Zn the 22nd cf April, :?.ENTON departed for a four-day :ransit zo 
n e r  second port call 1x Naples, Ztaly from 25 April-C5 Nay. 
luring chis time, some zf the crew members sot a chance to go co 
Zome and the Vatican te meet Pcpe John Paul II. 

TRENTCN departed Naples 2 5  May zo participate in the last 
operation, "Dynamic Impact," from 06-18 May. This exercise 
involved the INCHON ARG (USS INCHON, USS TRENTON, USS PORTLAND, 
and USS SPARTANBURG COUNTY) along with ships from the United 
Kingdom, Italy, Greece, The Netherlands, Belgium, and Spain. 
This was an enjoyable cpportunity for the ARG to praczice multi- 
national amphibious operations. 9uring the exercise, 3 A D M  

Encl ( 3 )  



Wright, Zommander SARATCGA Battle Group, visited to observe this 
integration. 

The thir5 port call commenced on the 20th of May in Brindisi, 
Italy. The crew had foxr days to tour around before TRENTON 
departes for the next port call in Corfu, Greece, which started 
on the 24th of May. The last week of May was spent in Corfu, 
allowi~s the crew time Z D  unwind and begin preparations for the 
nearing return voyage ksme. On 01 June, TRENTON departed for its 
final psrt call to Rota, Spain. She spent four 5ays In Rota, 
getting 3 wash down of embarked Marine equipment, and final 
preparazions were made for the voyage across the Atlantic. 
During rhe four-day stc?, TRENTON was created to special 
festivlz~es in conjunctlm with the 50th Anniversary celebrating 
the D-ra;~ invasion of rcrthern France I n  Normandy. 

June 1 2 ~ -  marked the besinning of the 13-day tracsit wlth che 
INCHON .I.-iG turning over -,vith zhe GUAM A?.G on =he 11th. During 
the tracs-Atlantic cruise, RACM Wright and CAPT Zies, COMPHIBRON 
FOUR), rlvisited the shi?. TRENTON arrived in ?orehead City, 
North Czolina on the 23rd of June and beqan debarkinq MSSG-24 
and embarking 200 Tiger Zruise participants. TRENTON made her 
final szzp of the deplcyinent on the 23r5 of June, arri-ring in - 

Norfolk, :Jirginia on the 24th. 

After cxly twelve days :nto che post deployment inpor~ period, 
TRENTON -.qas called upon ro set sail in support of Operation 
"Restore 3emocracy." She onloaded MSSG-24 agaic :n Morehead 
City, Ncr~h Carolina and spent five days transizing to the 
operaticcal area off of Xaiti, arriving 11 July L395. On the 9th 
of July, TRENTON hosted .DM Boorda, Chief of Naval Operations and 
ETCM(SWI Xagan, Master Chief cf the Navy. This visit was 
followee hy a visit frc?, General Mundy, Commandant of the Marine 
Corps, zx 12 July. Afttr eighteen days, TRENTON left the 
operaticxal area for a ?art cail at Roosevelt Roaas, 2uerto Rico. 
After a rhree-day visi~, TRENTON departed 03 August, returning to 
the Haiz: operational area. Prior to the invasicn in late 
August, rie INCHON ARG -,gas relieved by =he WASP .UIG on zhe 14th. 
TRENTON :hen pointed her bow North and returned k r  Marlnes back 
to Morekzad City on the 16th and ended :er 43-day deplcyne~t on 
the 17tk with a long-awa~ted return to family an6 loved ones in 
Norfolk, Virginia. 

After zrrlval in Norfolk, TRENTON finished the cost deployment in 
port perlsd from 19 Aug7<st to 19 September. On C3 October, 
TRENTON affloaded her ammo at Yorktown Weapons Station in 
preparaE2on of her upcoming yard period. TRENTON entered Metro 
Shipyards in Norfolk on 06 October and spent the remainder of 
1994 in ~rydock. During that period, she spent an estimated 45 
days in 3rydock and hosted two visits from RADM Ficotte, 
COMPHIBGXU TWO: one on =he 8th of November and the second on 13 
December. 


