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Biography o f  Captain R. N. Nutwel l ,  USN 
Photograph and biography of Captain J. A. Cu r t i s ,  USN 
1989 Chronology 
1989 Command Na r ra t i ve  
1989 Plan of t h e  Day 
TRENTON Welcome Aboard Pamphlet 
Photograph o f  USS TRENTON 
Change o f  Command Program 
President Bush l e t t e r  dated 31 January 1990 
L e t t e r  o f  Commendation 
Copies o f  1989 Press Releases 

1. I n  response t o  re ference (a) , enclosuresi ( 1  through (11) a re  
submit ted i n  accordance w i t h  re ference (b) .  

a. Background: USS TRENTON (LPD 14) ,  an amphibious t ranspor t  
dock, i s  named f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c a p i t a l  of  New Jersey t h a t  was 
founded by an 18th century sh ip  owner and b~rsinessman, Colonel 
Wi l l i am Trent. The present USS TRENTON i s  t h e  t h i r d  U.S. vessel 
t o  bear t h e  name. The f i r s t  was a steam sloop o f  war commissioned 
i n  1874. The second was a l i g h t  c r u i s e r ,  EL-111, commissioned i n  
1924, which served w i t h  A s i a t i c ,  Carribean and Southeast P a c i f i c  
F l ee t s  dur ing  World War 11. The keel  f o r  t h e  present TRENTON was 
l a i d  on 8 August 1966. She was chr is tened on 3 August 1968 by Mrs. 
Richard J. Hughes, w i f e  o f  t h e  then governor o f  New Jersey. 
TRENTON'S mission i s  t o  t ranspor t ,  land, and support marine fo rces  
on a h o s t i l e  shore. The Amphibious Transport Dock (LPD) i s  a very 
ve r sa t i  l e  c l ass  o f  amphibious ship.  TRENTON can c a r r y  over 900 
t roops p l ~ r s  t h e i r  veh ic les ,  equipment, weapons ammunition and 
suppl ies.  She a l so  c a r r i e s  land ing  c r a f t  i n  her f l oodab le  we l l  
deck and tops ide,  and she can operate he1 i cop te r s  and VTOL a i r c r a f t  
from her f l i g h t  deck. TRENTON p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t he  1983 l i b e r a t i o n  
of Grenada, was a member of  t he  m ~ i l t i n a t i o n a l  f o r c e  o f f  t he  coast 
of E e r u i t ,  Lebanon i n  1983-1984, and was a p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  Operation 
I 1  . i FKAYING MANTIS" i n  A p r i l  1988 wh i l e  deployed t o  t he  Persian G u l f .  
I n  1989 she p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t he  h i s t o r i c  P res i den t i a l  Summit o f f  
t h e  coast o f  Malta. 



Sub j : 1989 COMMAND HISTORY 

b. Commandi ng O f f i ce r :  

1 )  Captain Robert M. Nutwel l ,  USN, 1 Jan - 18 Aug 1989 

2) Captain James A. Cu r t i s ,  USN, 18 Aug - 31 Dec 1989 

c. Homeport: Nor fo l k ,  V i r g i n i a  

d. Chronology: Attached as enclosure ( 3 ) .  

e. Nar ra t ive :  Attached a5 enclosure ( 4 ) .  

f S t a t i s t i c s :  

1) Navigat ion: M i l es  t r ave l ed  f o r  1989: 20,897. 

2) A i r ;  Landings - 2753 f o r  CY 1989. 29047 i n  s h i p ' s  
h i s t o r y .  

3) Engineering: Sh ip ' s  f u e l  consumed - 3,552,191 gal lons.  

4) Supply: Number o f  underway replenishments - 3. 

5 )  Weapons: Large c a l i b e r  ammunition expended - 168 
rounds. CIWS ammunition expended - 1874 rounds. 

g. Awards received 1989: The f 01 lowing departmental awards 
were received i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  b a t t l e  e f f i c i e n c y  award: 

1) M o b i l i t y  Propuls ion Award (Engineering 'E '  

2) Damage Contro l  Award 

3) E lec t r on i cs  Warfare Award 

4) Command, Contro l  and Communications Award 

5 )  Amphi b ious  Seamanship Award 



1 - 29 JAN 

19 JAN 

30 JAN - 3 FEE 

4 FEB - 26 FEE 

6 FEB 

7 FEB 

27 FEB - 3 MAR 

4 - S MAR 

6 - 10 MAR 

11 - 19 MAR 

20 - 24 MAR 

25 - 26 MAR 

28 - 29 MAR 

28 MAR 

30 MAR - 9 APR 

10 - 14 APR 

15 - 24 APR 

25 - 27 APR 

28 APR - 3 MAY 

4 - 20 MAY 

21 MAY - 11 JUN 

12 - 16 JUN 

17 - 18 JUN 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

AV IAT ION CERTIFICATION INSPECTION 

MTT/ETST VACAPES OPAREAS 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

MOGAS IMPROVEMENT PROORAM INSPECTION 

NAVALSAFETY CENTERSAFETY INSPECTION 

MTT VACAPES OPAREAS 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

RRC OPS/DLQ QUALS CHEASAPEAKE BAY 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

CSLTT/DCLTT/DLQ QUALS OPAREAS 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

82ND AIRBORNE COMPLETED 375 DECK 
LANDING QUALIFICATIONS 

F I R S T  AH-64 NIGHT SHIPBOARD 
HELICOPTERS LANDING COMPLETED 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

INSURV VACAPES OPAREAS 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

U.S. ARMY/MARINE DLQS VACAPES OPAREAS 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

SOLID SHIELD CARIBBEN OPAREAS 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

DLQ QUALS VACAPES OPAREAS 

INPOHT NORFOLK, VA 

Encl ('3) 



1Y - 23 JUN TYCOM AMPHIB OPS CHESABAY 

24 - 2 5  JUN 

2 6  - 29 JUN 

30 JUN 

1 - 30 JUL 

31 JUL - 8 AUG 

9 - 13 AUG 

14 - 15 AUG 

1 6  - 21 AUG 

18 AUG 

22 AUG - 12 SEP 

22 AUG 

23 AUG 

2 3  - 25 AUG 

2 6  AUG - 1 SEP 

2 SEF' 

3 - 5 SEP 

6 -. 1Ct SEP 

11 SEP 

12 SEP - 1 0  OCT 

11 OCT - 31 DEC 

11 QCT 

12 OCT 

12 - 2 4  OCT 

25 OCT - 4 NOV 

INF'ORT NORFOLK, VA 

PHIB LTT CHESAPEAKE BAY 

DEPENDENTS CRUISE CHESAEAY 

INF'ORT NORFOLK, VA 

TYCOMF AMPHIB OF'S WLANT 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

AMMUNITIONS ONLOAD YORKTOWN, VA 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

CHANGE OF COMMAND 

FLEETEX 4-89 

TRANSIT TO MOREHEAD CITY, NC 

24TH MEU MAR I NE ONLOAD MOREHEAD C I TY , 
NC 

TRANSIT WLANT 

AMPHIB OPS VIEQUES, PR 

INPORT ROOSEVELT ROADS, PR 

TRANSIT WLANT 

AMPHIB OPS ONSLOW BAY, NC 

MARINE DEBARKATION MOHEHEAD CITY, NC 

INPORT NORFOLK, VA 

MEDITERRANEAN DEPLOYMENT MARG 1-90 

TRANSIT 

MARINE ONLOAD MOREHEAD CITY, NC 

TRANSLANT 

INPORT ROTA, SPAIN 



5 - 14 NOV 

15 - 21 NOV 

22 - 24 NOV 

29 - 26 NOV 

27 - 29 NOV 

30 NOV - 4 DEC 

5 DEC 

6 - 8 DEC 

9 DEC 

10 - 19 DEC 

15 - 16 DEC 

20 DEC 

21 - 31 DEC 

SPANISH P H I B L E X  S IERRA DEL R A T I N ,  
SPA I N  

INPORT PLAMA DE MALLORCA, S P A I N  

TRANSIT  WMED 

INPORT MARSEILLES,  FRANCE 

TRONSIT WMED 

P R E S I D E N T I A L  SUMMIT, MALTA 

T R A N S I T  WMED 

QNCHORED NAPLES, I T A L Y  

TRANSIT  WMED 

T U N I S I A N  P H I B L E X  

COMPLETED81 T U N I S I A N  ARMY P I L O T  DECK 
LANDING Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  

TRANSIT  WMED 

ANCHORED NAPLES, I T A L Y  



COMMAND NARRATIVE 

The year 1989 proved t o  be a  most successful  one f o r  TRENTON. 

Beginning w i t h  her above average performance dur ing  Apr i  1  ' s  Board o f  
Inspect ion  and Survey, a  precedence o f  excel lence was es tab l ished t h a t  
was not  t o  be tarn ished.  

I n  May, TRENTON shone i n  her f i r s t  opera t iona l  t e s t ,  amphibioits 
exerc ise  "So l i d  Shield.  " f i f t e r  a few add i t i ona l  t r a i n i n g  evo lu t i ons  i n  
p o r t  and a t  sea, t he  sh ip  s t a r t e d  prepar ing  f o r  her f a l l  deployment t o  
t he  Mediterranean i n  earnest. Completing her f i n a l  work: up operat ions 
on o r  ahead o f  schedule o f f  t he  coast Vieques, F.R., TRENTON departed 
Hoosevelt Roads w i t h  t he  t i t l e  o f  "Top Gator" f o r  Mediterranean 
Amphi b i  ous Ready Group 1-90. With F l  eete): 4-89 behind her, TRENTON 
entered a  leave and upkeep i n  September as a  l a s t  breather  p r i o r  t o  
depl oyment . 

TRENTON'S v i s i t  t o  Rota, Spain f o r  INCHOP t o  S i x t h  F l ee t  was 
repeatedly  beset by adverse weather. She was i n i t a l l y  delayed from 
en te r ing  p o r t  due t o  h igh  winds. Th is  d i d  no t  dampen s p i r i t s ,  however, 
and prepara t ions  went forward f o r  t he  f i r s t  Mediterranean exerc ise,  t h e  
Spanish F'hible:.: a t  S i e r r a  del  Ret in.  TRENTON proved her v e r s a t i l i t y  and 
pro fess iona l  ism as operat ions du r ing  t h i s  exerc ise  went wi thout  a  h i t c h  
desp i te  harsh sea cond i t ions ,  h i gh  winds and h igh  su r f .  The exerc ise  
wrapped up i n  6C) C::not winds t h a t  l e d  t o  t he  des t r uc t i on  o f  one o f  the  
s h i p ' s  anchor windlasses. She got underway however and met her next 
commitment thanks t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i nnova t i ve  b i t  o f  seamanship by deck 
department. 

As t he  ho l i day  season approached, TRENTON'S s a i l o r s  and embarked 
marines were t r ea ted  t o  a  pre-Thanksgiving dinner hosted by the  Navy 
League o f  Palma de Ma1 lo rca .  Thanksgiving i t s e l f  was spent a t  sea w i t h  
a  feas t  prepared by TRENTON'S own mess spec ia l  i sts .  

Whi 1  e  i n Marsei 11 es, France, TRENTON hosted Norf 01 k 1 ocal  t e l  evs i  on 
s t a t i o n  WVECJs news team f o r  a  "Christmas i n  t h e  Med" spec ia l .  La te  
November found TRENTON tasked w i t h  p rov i d i ng  s ~ ~ p p o r t  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
Summit between Pres ident  George Bush and Soviet  Premier M i  khai  1  
Gorbachev a t  Malta. B a t t l i n g  t he  worst storm o f f  t he  Maltese coast i n  
e i gh t y  years, t he  embarked Marines o f  A Company ELT 1/8 provided r i g i d  
r a i d e r  c r a f t  support and TRENTON'S boat crews prov ided escor t  and 
s e c u r i t y  se rv i ce  f o r  the  d ip lomat i c  corps. 

A f t e r  a  sho r t  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Naples, I t a l y ,  TRENTON was o f f  t o  
Tun is ia  f o r  a  j o i n t  exerc ise  w i t h  t he  marines o f  t h a t  country. The sh ip  
once again proved she was Top Gator ma te r ia l ,  accomplishing her tasks 
i n  a  t ime l y  and pro fess iona l  manner. TRENTON a l s o  provided f l i g h t  deck 
serv ices  f o r  the  Tunis ian Army f o r  Deck Landing Wual i f  i ca t i ons .  

The c lose  o f  1989 found TRENTON en joy ing  Christmas and New Year 's 
Hol idays i n  Naples, I t a l y .  

Encl ( 4 )  


