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Encl: (1) Photogrcq:h and biograpiy of Ca~ain, R. J. Reader, Ual 
(2) Photogrcq:h and biograpiy 0£ Captain, R. M. Nutwell, u~ 
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(5) 'l'REN'IW ltr dtd 16 January 1989 

5750 
Ser/All4 t/C~ 

2 8 Stp 1989 

(6) 'l'REN'IlE ltr 5000 Ser 084 dtd 28 February 1989 
(7) Rakow, w. M., CDL, USK:, "l1arines in the Gulf - 1988", Ma.rines 

Corgs Gazette, December 1988 · 
( 8) Inhoff, R. G. , .! OU'!', tJSl.C, "HH:.A-167 Presence in the Persian 

Gulf" 
(9) Diagran of Topside Weap>ns :Locations on board USS 'l!UN'lm during 

Persian Gulf Depl'!{ment J~-Jm, 1988 
(lO)Plan of the Day · 
(ll)'l'REN'IW GMURGRAMS dtd 
(12) 'mENi'OO Weloome Aboard Pampuet 
(13)Photograpi of USS 'l!UN'lm 

1. Subnitted in aooordance with refeI!ence (a). 

a. W\CKGWJND: USS 'l!UN'RE (LPD 14), an ampu.bious transp>rt oock, is 
named for the ·historic ca.pita!· of New :JerEEy that was founded ty an 18th 
century ship:>wner and tusinessman, C'Dlcnel William Trent. 'lhe present USS 
'l!UN'IOO is the third u. S. vessel to bE¥1r the name. · '!he first was a· steam 
sloop of war cxmnissioned in 1874. 'ltle seex>nd was a· light cruiser, a.. 11, 
cx:mnissiooed in 1924, which served witth Asiatic, Carililean and Southeast 
Pacific fleets during World War II. 'l!he keel for the present 'l'REN'JIN was 
laid on 8 August 1966. · She was christ:iened on 3 August 1968 by Mr~ Richard 
J. Hughes, wife of the then ~veroor Of N9I Jersey. 'l!UN'IOO' s mission is to 
transp>rt, land, and support Marine fqroes on a hostile shore. 'lhe 
ampu.bious transp>rt oock (LID) is a ..Jiery versatile class of anpu.bious 
ship. 'l!UN'lm am carry over 900 troqpi plus their vehicles, equipnent, 
weaix>ns, amunition and supplies. She also carries landing craft in her 
floodable well deck and tqside, and $he can operate helioopters and V'IOL 
aircraft fran her flight deck. 'l!UN~ i;articiptted in the 1983 liberation 
of Grenada, was a manber of the Multinatiooal Force off the roast of Beruit, 
Lebanon, in 1983-1984, and was a pir~cii:ant in OJ;eraticn PRAY.Ill; MANTIS in 
April 1988 dlring a six month depl'!{metnt to the Persian Gulf. 



Subj: COMMAND HISTORY 

b. CDlfi\NDING OFFICER: 

(l)· captain Robert J. Reade~, u~, 1 JM - s Fm 1988 
(2) ca~in Robert M. NutweJJ., u~, 5 FEB - 31 DEC 1988 

c. IQEIDRT: Norfolk, Virginia 

d. CllR(NCJ..OOY: Attached as encll.osure (3) • 

e. NARRATIVE: Attached as enclosure (4). 

f. srATIST!<P : 

(1) Navigation: Miles traveled for 1988: 26 ,506 
(2) Aviation: Landings: 3915 

Aircraft mc:wes: 2435 
JPS aviation fuel delivered: 350 ,000 

2. Enclosures (5) through (13) are ,sutmitted to supplanent the 1988 Qxrmand 
History 
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01 - 19 JAN 

20 - 23 JPN 

24 - 27 JAN 

28 JAN 

05 FEB 

07 FEB 

07 - 13 FEB 

14 FEB 

15 - 21 FEB 

22 FEB 

24 FEB 

26 - 09 APR 

10 - 14 APR 

14 APR 

18 APR 

20 - 22 APR 

23 - 21 MAY 

23 - 03 JUN 

19~8 ClUINCLOOY 

IMAV WITH USS SIENANOOAH 

AMKJNrrIOO (NL(W) YORimlm ?WS 

IN:EORT NCEEOLK, CNLON> MAGTF 2-88 

UNDEm\'AY R>R M'LANTIC OCEAN 'IRANSIT 
mRCD'IE MEF 

Cll~E OF COftl.WID 

INIORT RCJl'A, smIN 

'IRANSrr ltf.:DITERrutiF.AN SFA 

SlJ'lBBCIJND 'mANSIT OF SJF.2 CANAL 

'IRANSIT RED SFA AND INDIAN OCEAN 

'IRANSrr S'IRAlTS OF HcmlJZ, EN'IER 
EERSIAN GULF 

'!Um<NER wrm uss :EOR'II..AND 

:ERCJlIDED LOOISTIC/SJPPLY/ 
MAIN'lmANCE SJP!URT FOR 
~RJ<DM ltSO' S 

MX>RED AD DAMMAN, SAUDI ARABIA 

UNDF»lAY, USS SAKJEL B. R:BERIS 
Hrrs MINE, PROIIDED MEDE.VAC AND 
SAR OH:RA.TIOO'S 

OH:RA.TICE PRAY.IOO MANTIS, SASSPN 
OIL FIELD 

M:XlRED IIJBAI, U. A. E. , FOR 
AlftJNrl'I<E OFFLCW> OF USS SNttJEL 
B. ~mTS 

PERSIAN GULF OH:RA.TICES :ERCJIIDING 
<IBVO'f FSCDRT AREA SJRVEIILANCE 
Q-RIJ'IE SJR\TEY AND MAGTF/MSO AND 
CRJIES SJPIORT 

M:XlRED, MINA SJL~. PIER, BAHRAIN, 
EOR BOILFB MAINTENANCE 

E:ncl. osure ( 3) 



04 - 22 JUN 

23 - 24 JUN 

26 JUN 

27 - 03 JUL 

04 JUL 

05 - 09 JUL 

10 - 12 JUL 

13 - 21 JUL 

22 JUL 

23 JUL 

24 JUL 

25 - 23 xx; 

24 - 26 AOO 

21 - ·2a Rx; 

29 - 02 SEP 

03 - 06 SEP 

07 - 09 SEP 

10 - 11 SEP 

12 - 13 SEP 

14 SEP 

15 - 17 SEP 
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H:RSIAN GtlLF OIERATIOOS PRO/IDIOO 
<IJWO'l FSCDRT, AREA SJRVEILLANCE, 
<r~'IE 5URVE! AND MAGTF/MSO AND 
CRJIES 5UP.EORT 

'IUINO/ER wrm USS OOB(JJUE 

'IRANSrr S'IRAITS OF HcmtJZ CDT OF 
PERSIAN GULF 

'IRANSrr nIDIAN OCEAN PND RED SFA 

RRIHBOJND TRANSrr op· 5UEZ O\NAL 

'IRANSrr !EDI~FJ\N SFA 

INJ:ORT MM..IGA, SPAm 

'IRANSrr ATI.JtiTIC OCEAN 

MX>R M)IUHFAD CITY, NC OFFLOAD 
MKJT.F 2-88 

UNIEIWAY TIGER ClmISE 

KX>R LITTLE rnEEK, VA CDMPLFXE 
ftmGTF 2-88 

LFAVE AND UPKEEP, Lrr'l'LE a:mEK, VA 

INIORT NCJmJLK, VA 

INFORT· RID ~AY Mr!' 

IN!OlT NCJmJLK, VA 

AftMJNrrIOO CFFLCJ\D, 'W" ANCllCEFGE 

INIORT N<EEOLK, VA 

ANCBCR CllESAPEAKE BAY, JLQ'S 

UNI:>EH-lAY, OPPE 
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17 - 20 SEP INIORT Ncmt>LK 

21 SEP - 31 DEC IPMA ftE'lRO ~ClIINE Ncmt>LK, VA 
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<DWJID-.. . . -

While depl<¥ed to the Persian GQlf as a unit of the u. S. Middle East Force 
(MI~TFOR) fran February to Jllle 1988, USS 'IREN'lm (LPD ·14) pioneered a new role 
for the versatile ami;ilibious transp>I!t oock. 'IREN'lm relieved an Lm as the host 
ship for a Contingency Marire Air-GrQund Task Force (<>mGTF), and she relieved an 
LSD as the "mother ship" for the six ocean miresweepers (MSO' s) in the Gulf. 

Sinre this was the largest detachnent of helioop:ers ever enbarked in an LPD 
for extended operations, some reoonfi;guration of the ship was required. An 
aviation intermediate maintenance sua;x>rt c-apability was provided ty installing 
standard Marine field support vans on 'IREN'ltE' s Upper Vehicle Storage deck. (This 
installatioo required a modi£ ic-ation to the ship's electrical distrirution 
system.) Additionally, vans were in$talled topaide to serve as a ready roan and 
adninistrative off ire. ftt>st imp>rt:arlrtly fran an operational stan(ix>int, 'IREN'lIN' s 
large flight deck was certified for :e1our new deck edge lalllch/reoovery spots in 
a&lition to the two standard LPD cen~erlim ~ts. '!be new sp:>ts provided the 
additional flexibility necessary to qperate eight helioop:ers effectively and to 
meet MI~TEOR OOillllitments. 'IREN~'s Helioop:er Operatims Bill was extensively 
revised to accomodate the new flight.1deck !aiding and certific-ation. 

During the deployment, QIAGTF 2-188 provided seairicy detachments and weap:>ns 
training to other units in the Gulf. r-P.GTF helioop:er Operating fran 'IREN'lm and 
other platforms oonducted Aerial mine-hunting, provided protection for friendly 
ship; fran surfare and helioopter attack, and provided indispensable logistics 
support. '!he 14\GTF also trained ext~nsivly for its various oontingency missions. 
'Ibis training paid off on 18 April wQen 'IREN'R:N/e>w:;TF 2-88 played a key role in 
neutralizing the Iranian Sassan oil platform in the· central Persian Gulf during 
Operation "PRAYIOO MANTIS~· 

An mexpected aalition to 'IREN~'s musual flight deck laid on this 
deployment resulted fran the mine ~age to SAKJFL B. ~ER'l'S (FFG 56) on 14 
April. Foll~ing this incident, the l«:BFR.IS' Ell-60B IN4PS MK III helioop:er £ran 
aa,-44 Det 5 was emtarked on '!REN~, where it ranained for the ranainder of the 
deployment. Fully integrated· into ~'100/MAGTF operations and conmand/control 
procedures, the LAMPS signific-antly· enhanced surfare surveillance and mine-hunting 
capabilities while oontinuing to support other units in the Gulf. 

'IREN'RE provided logistical support to the ftSO' s in both op!rating and rear 
base areas. '!be logistical. support ¢nsisted of fuel, fresh water, electricity, 
crew servires, reprlrs, and resUR;>lY ,of food, p:trts, and material. ftt>st support 
was provided by bringing the r.so alongside while 'IRENim was at anchor. When 
neressary, the crew servires, ·resupplJY, and repair support was provided via 
'IREN'ltE boa ts. 

'!he LPD also provided imp:>rtant 1operational support of the ftSO' s. 'IREN'.ltE' s 
oomnunicatioo division assisted with ~ncaning and outcping messages and guarded 
selected cirarl.ts for the MSO's. MAG~ helioop:ers, the LAMPS, and 'IREN'ltN's 
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weai;x:>ns helped to def end the MSO' s a~nst surf ace and hel.ioo~er attack. 
Helioopter mire-hunting in advance of the ltBO significantly improved the safety of 
mine clearance qerations. 

Except when preparing for and ex$aiting an actual oontingency mission 
("Praying Mantis•), the leW;'l'F and MSO support missicns proved not only oompitible 
rut canplementacy. r-t>st >WJTF traini~g could be oonducted in oonjunction with ltSO 
support operations, and most imix>rtanUy the hel.ioo~er-equig;>ed LPD was able to 
provide significant ~rational support to the MOO' s. 

In late June of 1988 USS IIJB~UE (LID 8) relieved TREN'RE as the MI~TIDR 
LPD. '!he successful dial-mission deployments of these two·shii;s demonstrated the 
excellent versatilicy of the highly--<:4pli?le ami;idbious transp>rt Ck:>ck. '!be 
ability of the LPD to act as a "mini-Jt.HI/IBA" offers ix>licymakers an attractive 
option for scenarios in which a larger ship is not desired for i;x>litical or 
military reasons. '!he MI~TPOR LPD deployments also provide another outstanding 
example of Navy/Marim tean&7ork and ingenuity successfully awlied to a tough 
national securi cy dlallenge. 
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DEPARTMENit OP'_ THE NA VY 

•ss r11te1 fttt·J4J 
f Pl IEW ,~l 09511· 1111 

Fran: Coomanding Officer, USS ~ (LPD-14) 

5000 

f' JAN 1• 
To: Ccm.nander, Naval &lrface Poree, u. s. Atlantic Fleet,_ Norfolk, VA 

23511-6292 

SJbj : PROroSF.D PRFSS mLEASE 

Encl: (1) Proposed Text 

1. &'lclosure (1) is sul::rnitted for rP.Yiew and approval for release to the 
Office of the Mayor of Trenton, N. J., for p:>ssible publication in local 
newspapers. This release was written at the request of the Mayor's office. 

Copy to: 
GJTFME 
CDMPHIBGRJ 2 
CDMPHIBRCN 12 

t. 

' i 



·'·~:.:~ 

During her Atlantic crossing, 'l.1RF.N'lrn' s creN and the 350 u. s. Marintf 
learned ·hcM to live and work in close quarters. Marine pilots practic _,, 
landings and take--offs at the direction of Navy flight deck crews. Gener~~~
quarters and damage control drills were rehearsed to familiarize men wi ' 
the equipnent and techniques they needed to knCM to handle energencies tha_~_,~·> 
might arise in the Gulf. -~'-

-f~~: 
<~:~~'. 

Encl (~ 
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_On F~bruary 7th, TREN'Im sto?d for 6 h:>urs t4_:refuel ir(~ta, Spain. 
She. stearfed through the Suez Canal on February 13th~--then trav~@ed the Red 
Sea andfportions of the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea to enter tbe 
Persian Gulf via the Strait of Honnuz on February 21st. · · 

.'~t-
Monday, February 22nd, found TRENTON in the Persian ~f h~ading 

northwest with her esoort, the guided missile frigate USS JCEN ··,1. Mj()RE. In 
mid-afternoon two speed boats of a type operated by Iraniii forces ap
proached the ship at high sp:ed. '!REN~ issued radio warning~ and fired 
flares at the awroaching craft, tut these signals went unheeded~ mFN'lm' s 
crew was ordered to general quarters stations as warning shot'@'.---from a .50 
caliber machine gun were fired across the bow of the lead boa~~ causing it 
to veer away. '!he event impressed the ere,, and embarked Marinei that opera
tions in the Persian Gulf would require constant vigilance. 

l'.-.J/:.. 

<!;Jt· 

Af,ter almost a month-long VO'jage, T.RF.N'l.W anchored in late.-~ru;iry just 
off tne coast of Bahrain, near the city of Manama. 'lhe Uni~.states Navy 
has a ·_sffia.11 "Administrative Support Unit•, also known as -•po•, there. 
Service men stationed in the Gulf can cash checks, mail lettiit•, and relax 
awey f ran the ship:xxtrd envirorunent. A'3{J has swinming pools, -ifI:library, and 
a club where American music can be heard on a juke box. <Ner$ telephones 
are one of the most IX>PU].ar features there 1 ,~:1k~· 

. =I· 
Manama is also the capital city of the nation of Bahr~Jn. 'llilli~ 

Sailors and Marines rapidly discovered that custans in the MidQie East were 
very: different f ran those in the United States. The crew was ;~iJvised to be 
on their best behavior while on liberty, as Bahrain is a ~nservative, 
Moslem country. Conservative dress, including long trouserj'. even in the 
mid-sunmer heat, is required. Drinking alcohol in public is "·jiot allowed. 
Many shops and restaurants close for prayer in the af ter~i>n and early 
evening. Despite the differences fran Western custans, TREN'q-~s Bahraini 
hosts were gracious and helpful, and crew members enjoyei liberty in 

Bahrain. . -l! 
In the Gulf, T.RENTCN quickly learned to operate continuous!y, providing 

u. s. mineSNeepers with food, water, fuel, spare parts and re.~irs at all 
hours of day or night. Sailors on the minesweepers came at:oagJ·'l'REN'Im for 
personnel services and •1iberty. • The "sweeps" are so small?;f.bat coming 
a.board TRENTON was 1 ike a trip to town for their crews. Mr.11.ne aircraft 
made runs to A9J for morale-boosting mail, which was sorted oW:bTRENTON for 
distribution to the smaller u. s. ships in the Gulf. ·.;i: 

. ·~ ,· 

Along with support to the minesweepers, TRENTON was home~~;~to the only 
u. s. ground force in the Gulf - the u.s. Marines. Marine he!l,eopters fran 
'lREN!rn ~rf ormed alm:>st round-the-clock flight operations. ~r air crews 
searched for mines, performed surveillance, and accompan~,jl convoys of 
warships and oil tankers through the Persian Gulf. ·:Zf 

..-.:i· 
The marines and sailors of TRENT0N contin:ued .to ttain for all 

oontingencies. Exercises for def ending the ship, corning to ~jle aid of a 
,_ .. ,,;. 
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Fr :'.$' . ril 10th to the 14th, TREN'lW visited the city of < in Saudi 
Arabia!~-:z:;~!ftiile in Saudi Arabia, TRF.Nirn acted as a good will ail)assador for 
th~_ Unt{~d States. Various types of 8:IUipnent were di~] ayed~ the flight 
deck fo~~\-viewing by visitors to the ship. Representati,1es""of the Saudi 
At-med ~ces examined u. s. Navy· and Marine equipnent, and Ame~Jcans working 
in Sa~Arabia also visited 'l'RFN.IOO. j, 

·" -···~·-

. · erican cxxmu.mity in Darrmam and neighboring cities ~ed a •take
.'to-dinner• program. 'lREN'.IW sailors and mari.nes we~ invited to 

the pr;~, ate homes of Americans and other Westerners and enj~ an evening 
of hln~ff ~- king in a relaxed, home-like atmosphere. The br'. ··'.k was badly 
needed:£1fter more than a month of non-stop operations at .- .. "'• ~ in 
turn ~ a reception onboard for local diplomats and busin•ss men. In 
additiqfl some of 'IREN.l'OO's offirers and men were guests at th(;·residence of 
the Ai. · · ~-· can ambassaoor to Bahrain f.o;: an evening of food and fellcwship. 

:·~~~;· -

Ch_,"~· rsday, April 14th, 'IBFNIW left Damrnam to resume Ofe~~tions in the 
Gulf.· •. ter such a restful port visit, the Gulf waters seemed calm and 
quiet. ·."A~it ... ~·A .. t about 5: oo·· PM, the 'reali.ty of war in the Persian.·;-Gulf quickly 
return~ Word was J?3.Ssed that the f ngate USS &l\MUEL B. ROO~S had suf-
fered ___ .. _ > underwater explosion, later confinned to have beel'._.caused ~ an 
Irani · · • :-'.~·:.:: 

ON set a course for the ROBERTS to assist her -age control 
effor , . Equii:ment and fresh water were flown to the "Sammy., • •. One of 
the lQZ,f/Qunded sailors from the RCBERIS was flown to . __ where he was 
treate<.f!tor turns to his upper body, arms, neck and face. })fter he was 
thorou.y examined and stabilized, the patient was flown f_? 'mEN':OCN to 
ASU B&llttin for further care. ·:~: 

:~~~~ :--::.!1 
Qf;:_.: .. ril 15th TRENirn suwarted operations that located t:M_:-_minefield in 

which ~, .. ~ ERrS was hit and identified the mines as Iranian in_~~rigin. The 
event"~:~)- f April 14th and 15th set the stage for c.peration ~ MANTIS, 
the uction of Iranian oil platforms and naval tmits in r~nse to the 
Irani ining of international waters. TRENirn and her 4arked Marine 
task · . , with the destroyers USS MERRILL and USS ~CK, formed 
Surf a~7:: .. ti on Group "BPAVO". ·;r~~~-

. . 

Blay, April 18th, Group "BRAvo• assaulted the Irani~.sassan Gas
·ration Platform in the central Persian Gulf. Mter:~.the occupants 

_ and allCMed to evacuate, the platform was taken ·u;nder fire by 
the de . _ ers and helioopters. 'IREN'ItN' s Marines then boarde<f the platform 
and ~~lCharges to destroy its p:>tential for use by the Iran(~ military. 
When ~.-::..·_. ,_,~:.· 's group departed ~e ~rea! l~~~~:g _the platform a.·.:j~_.~.:_.... ing ruin, 
a dec~s17e bl0t1 for freedom of navigation ba:d ,been struck. ;!, 

·:}~~ . - J~-

-~ 
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While<in the~ " 
The Cha.ltinim of th· 
\ 1 isited :TtIBNrou 
action ~§tr~. o 
Command -·_General 
Representa·tive Wa 
Dubai, U~~ E, 

After t.he USS 
K.BERrS' m-60B 
'l'.RENIOO' $ .. ~lreadf 
together:)fith the,_ 
hours and ·-3500 land 
flight a6t_~vity for: 
aircraft ~es wi 

In i~~e June,f: 
return vciyage to Nd 
_fran the.~ma.!derl 

1:~·~, ~·> 

nyOQI' ~~rt '· 
outstanding. Und. 
temp:>, or ::the diff. 
you provl9ed cri 
tion in.fjle Persia 
shown bf>t.he men ;. 
esoort arid.rsur;eil 
were most. ·}ioteNort 

' --
When, .J.n the 

Forces . 1.aunched 
TRElf!OO~ team 
efforts·were inst 
one of tµe-priJrary. 

0n aie··Wfrj 
to the c~~ of Mil · 

On J~y 24th,·' 
Creek, Vi~inia ( · 
and sucqii;sf ully · 
Persian ... ~£. 'lbe." 
pride l)l~rthe sh" 
depl~~ 

~ 
New Jerset,~-
u~. "'"' :;::<':. 

~~~~: .. 
:,·~: >~~:. ,- ~~l 

; - ~~;' 
:- TRENTON ho$ted a number of distirl9lli~ vlidtors. 

... ,.t Odefs of $taff, Admiral William J·;\~rowei USN, 
.ff.i~g Ope~ation PRAY:rn:; MANTIS to pr~ two foombat 
Visitors included the Commander in ... f, Central 

Crist, UgfC, lepresentative Beverly-''_,~.-'. con (D-K>), 
(o-tn') and the u. :S. lmbassadors t·<;J\ahiain and 

.-_ . .~'~-. -

- a ~ ;\·tf4,.~' 
- -·~:i:'~"°:' 

.·, B. K.BF.RIS ¢ruck tQe mine, TRENTON~... rked the 
·er, raising the number of helioopters · rating f ran 

ight deck t~ nine. The Marine Air · ... t Element, 
tachnent fran ti)e Rl3ERTS, logged _ ,' -~22~ flight 

uring the d~ployrnent, an unprecedett)~d level of 
• 'l.REN'lm~s fligh~ deck crews comp!~ over 2300 

significant 1mishap. - ·;d-

1 . .·::~ 

~ as the US$ TR$T0tr left the Persl 
, Virginia, 'l'REN'I(N-~ived the foll 
·t Task Force :Middle;EBst: -

f~for the 

, .. MSO's as •mother ·'sh~p· can only bfic:·. · scribed~as 
·. by the severe climate, regional ten$ 1 high op

. .. ·es inherent: at tjle- end of a long logr cal chain, 
; ,;.~servire and s~rt. to the u. s. mine _ ing opera-

:· • The prof~si9~.ism, dedication . -. _enthusiasm 
TON and tlte MAG~~ providing secur!;. ,.- Jlelicopter 

StiptX>rt for ~he MSO' s and tanker es~ t missions 
I f • 

.th of the miping of,; USS SAMUEL B. . .... · TS, U. S. 
"taliation $trike .against Irania1ft1~sets, the 
_ · n called upan ~ again resp:>nded ~bly. Your 
· in the neutralization of the Sassarf.:QU Platform, 

ives of the missi~~·" ... ;~~, 

sailors and rnaiines enjoyed a we 
the Spanish "gold coast•. 

N moored at the Naval Amphibious 
'.. lk), having 'steamed· over 25, 700 mile~?-. six months 

<_.ed out oper~tions crucial to u. s(~ - · ·icy in the 
, reunion witrh family and friends was·_,_~ ... ,-· ined with 

L"accomplishments ·during a unique and;·.)1allenging 

i -~: .. ·:::; '.··· .f-:f;:!,:; :·: 
I ; . :':·, 

_. by C'APl' Rot>ert M. Nutwell, ~, of _ ;~Providence, 
-MAGTF 2-88 was commanded by : L Will~~ , M. Rakow, 

' t 

'· 
~ 
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When Trenton left Nor(Qlk on 27 January 1988 her task was unique: 
proceed to the Arabian Gulf ~~et as a minesweeper (MSO) support ship and 
as host ship for Contingency )'ar:ine Air~rotmd Task For~ 2-~8. · 

~ .. : . : ~ 

The MAGTF is compos~d Qf four units: a command· element, a qround 
combat element, an avia~ioO ~t element, and a carbat:;.SURX>rt ~rvioe 
elenent. •aur MAG'lF is task :P~94nized based upon the f:lsS~gned 11is~t.on. • 
states Major Sam Brinkley ~,e · WtGTF Executive Officer.~ ~ broad goal is 
to be a contingency force suA:iorting the Carmander Joint· T.d~ Force M_iddle 
East. Also, we are working · to support the Trenton in~ ~r mine counter-
measure support- role. " -::-· · , ;;, : · ~ - . · 

~~· I ... • ;;:· • • 

Previous Contingency ~~TF 's were embarked on a -~i,arge amphi~ious 
assault ship, specifically aJ\'·IJ?H. When Trenton was selected to replace 
both the LPB and LSD (the ) irey ious MSO "mother sh iii'~ >:in . the Middle. F.a.st 
Force, .M7\GTF 2-88 had to slilll down in order to fit abo·ard Trenton. ·This 
meant only the most versat,j}.;~~ .. ~nd essential gear ~a~ · on-:loaded. ~ so, 
eight helicopters fran Mari~~1'19ht/Attack Helicoptor ·squaoron 167 (!oo'../A 
167) were squeezed on to Tr8itm•s flight deck for Arabian·.Gulf operations. 

-~'-: . ~ ~ .. ,: . ·: 
The tough task of planrting the onload of equi . en~t was the job of 

Trenton's Combat Cargo Offfcer, First Lieutenant . •The 
equipnent :rnbarked was un~~t f~f ""E .~~PD and _c! , , Jl!any .~ . ~· 
N:>cnal loading technique&. ha~:.ti() .t>e--i60Mfied to accomOdate the outsized 
items s~h as the.~~~tion ~~~s,~l)_tenance 'i~~-- 1~t~_ra~Jons w~~~de 
to the ·well "deck 5o~ne:•Hn~ vw· could receive .elei:trical··p:JWer fran 
the ship. ·The onload was c~pleted with only a few ooqrs to spite before 
getting tmderway. • · ~"'f,.- -:·: \•. . •· 

Because of ~he tight ·~f; many unique requir~ents for equ~~ent 
stowage were creatively solv~~ : A gear locker for Trenton's quarterma,ters 
was converted into the ~~~ .. ,~telli~~Center and a IX)rtable readf;roan 
was welded to the weather~~ the 0-2 "level. · . ~·~ 

~~ ... 3;.j,· .. ·.• ~~- . 
As well as supporting :~. WCI?, Trenton is providing a full ratjge of 

"mother-ship" services to t~~'"'eepers and frigates pitrolling ;:f: 

•Being a mother-shi · ~ unusual role for. an LPD, • states T • 
SUpply Officeir LT · .-We have to be very flexible. ~ ._ta_q 
on stores fr.(& a rl,S-m\ip then giv~ the smaller ve~sels. wha~ ·~ 
need." · · ~· ~ 

~- . ~ 
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If the-minesweepers cannot pull alongsi~'~"-'en~m>, s.t~res can be 
deliverE!t'i by the ship's LCM-8 Assault Craft carrie(t";in ~Jle welli deck. "We 
not only supply food stores but also parts s~rt.j · rePafr support, 
disbursing services, ship's :>tore and pa~~r sery+~!'5,. ~i.~a,.l and. qental 
supix>rt, and even hotel services!,• states LT We~e1arit:"" · 

···-~jj~~;,._' ~-i- -~ 

-- .--:: > • 

Mjnesweepers crews remain in the.~gulf four < .. hs: jt a time. When it 
is time for the new crew to step aboard there isn •t ·enough berthing aboard 
the MSO fer both crews, so, "HOTEL 'TRENTC)N• iiEovi(t~s the additional 
bert:hing required during the crew rotation period. A~· i~,: ; · 

·-~~'. J 
Repair services are one of tl)e many areas'[lh wh!Sh ~rine and Navy 

elenents mnplanent each other. Trentpn • s Bull Tecllnicians ca:n handle the 
largest welding and repair jobs whil_e the Mari~ C~t Service Support 
Elanent has the equipnent to supplement the ship'r· ca~pility to repair 
delicate radar and canmunications gear~·•_.'; · Y~" ;;"i0···.. . .. · 

Oth~r services offered to the )nine-sweepers~,. ,·,,. fft9at~f? by Trenton 
include a sail loft that can make awrtings and J!~J:ch covets, two ship's 
stores selling everything frcm necessitfes like ~$ ang shaying cream to 
such lux11ries as cassette tapes~ Cind jewlery(1~d 1lledical and dental 
de~rtments that offer the most immediate acce~ ti~lt.h cal:'~· in. the Gulf. 
Between TRENTON and the embarked MAGTF rep:ur sej:V1ces are·ava1lable for 
valves, gauges, teletyi:ewriters, cqnimunication equi~t, ,refdgerators, and 
s m a 1 1 a :: ms t o n a m e o n 1 yr '.a , f e w • · >;>f(,.. ,,,,-; 

' :t · ; -, ·~> 

As for the crew, morale i~ very,high. .. ··. r~.ral~- from 
New River, ?brth Carolina volunteered for this·· . ssio}1 with the Marine 
Aviation C<.llbat Element. "The Gulf is where the a· fi,on t·s. we ·work 12 hours 
on and 12 hours off with the Ship's A.;1:<Departmentf~ board •. We don't get 
too many weekends off but liberty in Baprain is exC~9·:~· . ., SN. rep:>rts,'We're llOt.:~f~a~.· to go'to'. ra1.i'pua(ters. I'm a 
look-out and we' re working together w,ith the ~-· ·iilnf ognati,"On Ceriter. . We 
can S:p>t conta~S'-Wa},.M With out bir:lQculars~tch them ~ter l:IC tells 
us where to look. The Marines are'ieally great~.i:They·he1p:us in working 
parties when we load supplies OF have to move ~ar around the ship.• 

• : L - '.~~~~~ ,; _:~:-~~··-·! .-~_ .. _;~,"' :,' .·C ,'. • 

A typical lunch time aboard Trtnton can g;~ andJndi9ation of the 
diversity of the ship's missioo. sailors and Mar~1s eat elb(Jw-to-elbow on 
the mess dect. Sailors fran a neart¥ Miheoweeper a.f'. }shoiJ>ing.Jn the ship's 
store for toiletries, watches, postcards and g"' · ts f,:or friends in the 
States. Just outside on the flight deck, helico~.rotoj:s ~t at the air 
as Marine aircraft take off and land, dire~ b~.>~vy flight-deck 
personnel. Fork-lifts shuttle pallets of MS ~li~ between ~torage 
spaces and the flight deck while the ship's Boa ·· Air¢raft (B & A} Crane 
lC1Wers then into the waiting LOt-8 craft alongsi Nea{,the ship's bridge, 
members of the Mari~ Ground Combat Element cl. ·.so;sa1wer machine gun 

.. as ~vy .... 1~· scan the horizon for contacts"; ·'·"' 

' i 

.... _. '• 

Eri~l. (1) ·· · • 
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" _· ·_(h 20 Decenber 1988 the ~ .. TREN'lm received -~ Joint Meritorious t\lit 
Awar:d.. for h£r. contribution t-o OPERATION Plt\Yill:t· MANTIS. 'l'he award ·was 
p,es."itnted by . Captain Thomas ·s •. Treanor, Commander. Amphibious Squa·aron 
1\.'elve. • ". ..; :·~-

... : · • • - • • • l'" • • ;..- , • 

. :°c>perati6n PiiAYf&G.~s ~ "tbt ·~ Mme ·~iven for actions Uk~ by 
the Ulited States against Iranian assets in the ~ in -retaliation for th' 
mining of intematicnal ~~aters t7f Iran. '!'he_ USS ~ BC: : R'.:BERTS struck an 
Iranian an·t1-:-ahippin9 mine in lntern~tional waters. oh--April 14, .1988. 
During PRAYOO IWfi'IS on April 18, 198.8, TREN1tN participated in the board
ing of ~'le Iranian Sas.san Gas~il separation platform. 

• ' 
•, ;. 

In addf~ion to the Joiilt Meritorious Unit; Award, . eleven TRENTOR 
sailors received the Na1r.1 Achievement Medal from tl(e Cdilnander of the Joint 
Task Force Middle East for contributions made during ~·s six month 
deplOjlilellt to .. ~ Persian Gulf f r!D. Februuy to J~y 1988 ~:.·!~. :·~ .. . 

.:.~l'! '·' ·-~ • ~ . . - . '.~ -.. • iii" a • ~ • .• ~· .I 

. . In his r~arks, Conm!odou~ Tteanor noted· ... t:Jla~.·~ls actions in .the· 
, ·: ·· Pei:sian Qllf helped shorten the conflict between Iraq arid~Iran and belped 
· keap international waters tree fran terrorism. ~tij:>ri!lly, the Conloodore 

0001plimented ~ for a su~ssful yard upkeep .peri<>P. at Metro !-tachine 
Shipyard in downtown Norfolk. Also present at"·the eeremony was Colonel 
William Rakow1 . Us-1C, Conrnander Of Contingency Maririe Air-Ground Task FQrce 
2-881 the embarked U.S. Marine ex>ntingent on ~ fciring the cruise. 

·.:· . ,·~~- .. : . :~ :J· . 

captain .Robert M. Nutwell, the Commandfng 1 .0ffic~r of TRENTON, 
enooura<Jed th~·;:crew to take pride in their past a~lis~ts as they face 
the challenges:_ of a new q:ieratin9 cycle with dete~iflati'o.n to further en-
hance the ship's performance. ,~ . :;,: 
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Fran: camwding Officer, USS !EW%X (LED-14) 
To: CMnander, Naval Surface Porce, U .  S. Atlantic Fleet, Norfolk, VA 


23511-6292 


Subj: PFKEQSED PRESS RELEASE 


Ehcl: (1) Proposed Text 


1. &closure (1) is sulxnitted for review and approval for release t o  the  
Off ice of t h e  Mayor of Trenton, N. J . ,  for possible publication i n  local 
newspapers. This release was written a t  the request of the Mayor's office. 


Copy to: 
CJTEME 
C ] O M P H m  2 
COMSHIBrn 12 
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The mphibious transport  dock USS ae~n)~ (LPD-14) l e f t  ~ o r f  o l k i g  


i Virginia on January 27, 1988, with 30 officers and a crew of 400 men for t.h$ 
Persian Gulf. a ig indl ly  scheduled for a deployment t o  the ~ e d i t e r r a n e a a ?  
Sea a t  the end of February, BtENXN was ordered in  early January to  prewzg- 
to  sail for the Persian Gulf by the end of the month. C- - . $:- % - ...% -:*; 


During her s ix  month deployment, TRRTIW performed two priiritry missions:? 
she served as host ship for Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Farce 2-88,? 
(a 350-man U. S. Marine force with 8 U. S. Marine helicopters] and as; 
'mother shipn for the 6 U. S. Navy minesweepers on s ta t ion  in  the  ~ersian' ;  
Gulf. 


3 . -  
:-a=! 
ZSY 3 


TIXEXKNI s tasking was unique. Wr fl ight deck was crowded w i t h  8 U. S., 
Marine helicopters,  2 CH-46 "Sea Knightsn, 4 AH-1T "Cobrasn, and 2 U H - l l t ~  
n H ~ s m ,  the most ever operated from the f l i g h t  deck of an LPD. Also;$ 
taking minesweepers alongside for replenishent and repairs had never beet-i 
attempted by an LPD. -P 


")- 


- -:$A - 
The officers and crew of lWMlX  used innovative and creative ;;lethods t& 


solve problems faced during the s i x  month cruise. Here is a brief account-- 
of her voyage: . Z .  A - - 


7 - 
The real work of the deployment started long before lREMC%J left ~ o r f o l & ,  


i n  l a t e  January. When word was received in December that TREWlW was heaeBi 
ing for the Persian Gulf less  than flour weeks hence, preparations began -ih" 
earnest. Because a ship l i k e  TRENTON had never embarked 8 helicopters &&-$ 
an extended deployment, there  was no pr ior  experience t o  draw upon fa<: 
reference. Special e f f o r t s  were made t o  ensure t h a t  a l l  the equiprimt- 
essential for the repair and maintenance of the a i r c r a f t  would f i t  on - 
m. L c +s 


Supplies for a s ix month vuyage had t o  be carefully loaded. Many 
TRENTON'S 400-man crew put i n  extra long days to  make preparations for tf$~:$~ 
t r ip ,  sacrificing precious time with family and friends i n  order t o  ensure: 


'- **?*.. 


everything was ready. %. 
T. - 


Because of the tight f i t ,  many unique rquir-nts for quipnent stowa& 
were creatively solved. A gear locker for  TRENTON'S quqrtermasters w&- 
converted in to  off ice space for intell igence operations and a pxtabf&$' 
ready-room was ins ta l l ed  on an exterior deck topside for  use by M a r i d  -ara 


pilots for briefings and planning sessions. :SF A:- 
<% 


During her Atlant ic  crossing, !IlENKN's crew and the 350 U. S. ~ a r i ~ i  
learned har t o  l ive  and work in close quarters. Marine p i lo t s  
landings and take-offs a t  the direation of Navy £light deck crews. Genere2 
quarters and damage control d r i l l s  were rehearsed t o  famil iar ize men wi t@-  
the equipnent and techniques they needed to  know to  handle emergencies th* 
might arise i n  the Gulf. 


\."+ 
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On February 7th, T- stopped for 6 hours ti+efuel b:'sk,ta, Spain. 
She st* through the Suez Canal oq February 1 3 t h  then trave&ed the  Red 
Sea and'portions of the Indian Ocean and the  Arabian Sea to enter the 
Persian Gulf via the Strai t  of Homuz on February 21st.  


".-- 
z*: 


Monday, February Z2nd, found TRENTON in  the Persian @lf heading 
northwest with her eswrt ,  the guided missile frigate USS JCZiN ?li, KORE. In 
mid-afternoon two speed boats of a type operated by I r a n i e  forces ap- 
proached the ship a t  high speed. 2RENm issued radio warning5 and f i r ed  
f lares  a t  the approaching craft, but these signals went unh&. DENXBJfs 
crew was ordered t o  general quarters stations as warning shotis" from a .50 
ca l iber  machine gun were fired across the bar of the lead causing it 
t o  veer away. The went impressed the crew and embarked Marinek that qera- 
tions in the Persian Gulf would require constant vigilance. 


y- 


After almost a month-long voyage, TRJWRX anchored in l a t e  jf&bruary just 
off  the coast of Bahrain, near the city of hnama. The States Ehvy 
has a snall "Administrative Support Unit', a l so  known as "AEXIn, there. 
Service men s tat ioned in the Gulf can cash checks, mail lettefik, and relax 
away £ran the shi-rd environment. FSU has swimning pools, a;>ibrary, and 
a club where American music can be heard on a juke box. Oversea telephones 
are one of the most popular features there1 AT 


2 
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Manama is a l s o  the  capi tal  c i t y  of the  nation of Ekhrain. 'IXESim 
Sailors and Marines rapidly discovered that custcans i n  the Mi-a East were 
very different f r m  those in the United States. Ihe crew was$dvised t o  be 
on their best behavior while on l ibe r ty ,  as Bahrain is a *@servative, 
Moslem country. Conservative dress, including long t rousea  even in the 
m i d - s m r  heat, is required. Drinking alcohol i n  public is &ot allowed, 
Many shops and restaurants close for  prayer i n  the  afternabn ad early 
evening. Despite the differences f ram Western custuns, TREN!N& s Bahraini 
h o s t s  were gracious and helpful, and crew members enjoy& l i b e r t y  i n  
Bahrain. -- 


:%& 


w2 


In the Gulf, TRMKB quickly learned t o  operate continuo&+, providing 
u. S. minesweepers with food, water, fuel, spare par t s  and re&irs  a t  all 
hours of day or night. Sailors on the minesweepers came aboard BUWKN for 
persorim1 services and aliberty.m The "sweepsn a re  so  small%$hat coming 
aboard TRENTON was l i k e  a t r i p  t o  town for  their crews, wine aircraft 
mde runs t o  ASV for moraleboosting mail, which was sorted o~!PRENTCN for 
distribution t o  the smaller U. S. ships in the Gulf. g? 


B 
@ 


Along with support to the minesweepers, !LRENTON was home,.,to the  only 
U. S. ground force in  the Gulf - the U. S. Marines. Marine h e  copters f ran 
TREHKN performed almost round-the-clock f l ight  operations. &r ai r  crew. 
searched for  mines, performed surveillance, and accompanf$d d convoys of 
warships and o i l  tankers through the Persian Gulf. P 


I . :%- 
23 


The marines and s a i l o r s  of TRENTON continued t o  t p i n  for  all 
mntingencies. Exercises for defending the ship, coming t o  @e a i d  of a 
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i str ick& ship, and handling la rge  numbers of wounded pers& were held 
r tkrou the deplcynent. 3 


~r&%pril  10th t o  the 14th, 9ItENKN visited the city of 
Arabia.y%hile in Saudi Arabia, TRINPXN acted as a good w i l l  
the ~ n g s e d  States. Various types of quipnent were display 
deck f~~,.viewing by v i s i to r s  t o  the ship, Representativ 
Ihr- ,%$ces examined U, So k v y  and Marine quipnent, and A;nciz$cans working 
in Arabia also visited TRENQM. + E 


f 


oomnunity i n  Ihmm and neighboring ci t ies  e e d  a 'take- 
" program. 'IWNXN sailors and marines we- invited t o  
s of Americans and other Westerners cusd erijcl?i;pd an evening 


a relaxed, home-like atmosphere. The br - k was badly 
e r  more than a month of nowstop operations a t  !UUNW in 


a reception onboard f o r  loca l  diplomats and businhss men, I n  
some of TREWnBJ1s officers and men were guests a t  thd3residence of 


can anbassador to  Bahrain for an evening of food &XI fellowship, 
% -, 


Ch *$usday, April 14th, lXPPRN left Ihrnmm to r e s m  opefptions i n  the 
Gulf. t e r  such a res t fu l  port  v i s i t ,  the Gulf waters s e e e d  calm and 
quiet .  %:At about 5: 00 PM, the ' rea l i ty  of war in the &rsi& Gulf q u i c l y  
return& Word was plssed that the frigate USS SAMEL B. RCB&I!~!S had suf- 


derwater explosion, l a t e r  confirmed to  have beeif caused by an . B +% 
TON s e t  a course fo r  the ROBERTS t o  a s s i s t  


Quipnent and fresh water were flown t o  t h e  " 
ded sa i lo r s  from the  EaLIBEXE was flown to  
burns t o  h i s  upper body, arms, neck and 
examined and stabilized, the ~ a t i e n t  was f lG  E& TRBXN to  


ASU BaL.b&ir~ for further care. Z 
> 7 > . R 


15th TRWIW supported operations that located &minefield in 
was h i t  and identified the mines a s  Iranian ina&rigin. The 


14th and 15th s e t  the stage for %ration MMWIS, 
Iranian o i l  platforms and naval un 


ning of international waters. TREXRX 
destroyers USS MERRZLL and 


oup "BRAVO" assaulted the Irani  Sassan Gas- 
MI in  the  central Persian Gulf, After dthe occupants 
t o  evacuate, the platform was taken under f i r e  by 


r s  and helicopters. llUNKN1s Marines then boarded. the platform 
ges to  destroy its potential for use by the Irani$n mili tary,  
I s  group departed the area, leavin the platform a ' " m i n g  ruin, 
ow for freedom of ~ v i g a t i o n  had %een struck. - a - -" 
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hosted a n h r  of distirq 
The Chaisrt3an of of $taff, Admiral William 
vis i ted T@%TOtJ PRAYZPJG M I S  to  pr 


ncluded the Commander in 
Crist, USK, Representative Bever 
(D-UT) and the U. S. hbassadors 


After the U S  B. KB- &ruck the mine, TREBTOLY 
, raising the number of helicopter 
ght deck tcp nine. The Marine Air 
tachmerit f ran the KBEKE, logged 


significant mishap. 


return v*&e to k 
fran the Qmrm~der, 


and sugp~rt to the U. S. 


were m t  ,&twor . 


tern 
ef forts  w@re inst 
one of the primary ves of the missian." 


'L cy 


Spanish "gold coast". 


family and friends w 
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IRENION* 2-88 TEAn ON CUTY IN THE GULF 
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preparations for a la te  Febrllary 1980 deployment t o  the Mediterranean Sea. 
These plans changed drasti cd ly  when the was scheduled t o  leave for 
the Arabian Gulf with less t k .  30 days notice. 


When Trenton l e f t  Norfolk on 27 January 1988 her task-was unique: 
proceed to  the Arabian Gulf kb act as a minesweeper (MSO) support sh ip  and 
a s  host ship for Contingency :&trine Air-Ground Task Force 2-88. 


The MAGTF is comps5d'of four units: a command element, a ground 
combat element, an aviation combat element, and a combat supiport service 
elment. "Our MAGTF is task .organized based upon the assigned mission." 
s t a t e s  Major Sam Brinkley ti!k l#GTF Executive Officer.. "fie broad goal is 
to  be a contingency force s@rting the Commander Joint Tack Force Middle 
East. Also, we a r e  working t o  support the  Trenton in-h&r mine counter- _ = 
measure support role." 


Previous Contingency *HAGTF 'S were embarked on a 'large amphibious 
assault ship, specifically GISH. When Trenton was selected t o  replace 
both the LPH and LSD (the previous MSO "mothershigw)in the  Middle East 
Force, MGtT 2-88 had t o  sib down in  order t o  f i t  aboard Trenton. T h i s  
meant only the most v e r s a t f h  and essent ial  gear w a ~  on-loaded. Even SO, 


eight he1 icopters f ran Marine iight/Attack He1 icoptor Squadron 167 (HML,/A 
167) were squeezed on t o  Trenton's f l ight deck for Arabian Gulf operations. .. 


'", 
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The tough task of ?larking the onload of equipmekt was the job of 
Trenton's Combat Cargo Officer , Fi r s t  Lieutenant ,John' Quigley . "The 
equipnent embarked was unuegal f o an *LPD and created many challenges. f mmal loading techniques ha$ to .lie -fi&£ied t o  a'ccomoaate the outsized 
items such as the xqs.  ,&terations werepde 
t o  the - w e l l  'deck a u l d  receive el&tri*&l pw&r f ran 
the  ship.  he onload was completed - with only a few hoyrs t o  spare before 
getting underway. " ,I. 7 , . 


-X " 


.3* - * - 
Because of the t i g h t  fit, many unique requirements for  equipment 


stowage were creatively solved. A gear locker for Trenton's quartermasters 
was converted i n t o  the ~ o i n c -  ~n te l l igen  e -en te r  and a p r t a b l e  rea9;rm 


?* 
5 was welded t o  the weather&& on the 0-2 evel. 


As well a s  supporting & MAGW, Trenton is providing a f u l l  range of 
Inother-ship" services t o  the,mi'nesweepers ,.. and frigates pltrolling t e Gulf. 


AG* 'u - * 


"Being a mothe unusual role for an LPD," states Tr t n l s  
* Supply Off i c e  LT Al . me have to b6 very f lexible .  


on s tores  f r w  a C o a t -  
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ip then give the smaller vessels what 'e 
need. " . . 
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I f  the-minesweepers cannot pul l  alongsiqei-.f~en&$@~ stures can be 
delivered by the ship's UX-8 Assault Craft car rie$l .h lihe weis deck. 'We 
no t  only supply food s t o r e s  but a l so  parts support; repair support, 


C disbursing services, ship's store arid barber se rviqka i c a l  and dental  
s e r t ,  and even hotel services!, " stateg LT ~est&$$el . = ' -. -" +. - 


" 


Minesweepers crews remain in the-gulf four ,&hs nt a time. When it 
is time for the new crew t o  step a b r d  Qlhere isn't bough berthing aboard 
t h e  MSO f cr  both crews, SO, "HOTEL TREkPlT3Nu &OV the addi t ional  
berthing required during the crew rotation period. :&.. 


&Z . "4 
Repair services a re  one of the many areas @I which &rim and ~ s v y  


elanents colnplesnent each other. Trenton's Mill Te4Wciank can handle the 
la rges t  welding and repair  jobs while the Xarii$ C&t Service Support 
~ l a n e n t  has the equipment t o  supplement the s h i & ~  capabi l i ty  t o  repair  
delicate radar and co~nmunications gear. - -'- ? I  ;@ -3 


OUlrr services offered t o  the  mirigsweepers &bd f &at& by Trento 
include a s a i l  l o f t  that  can make awaings and3&kch covers, two shipg: 
stores selling everything from necessit&=i%s like sods6 and shaving cream t o  
such luxcr ies  a s  c a s s e t t e  tapeg and jewlery,zm a1 and dental  
depirtments that offer the most immediate access to;bea re in  the Gulf. 
Between TREP~TON and the  embarked -MPIGTF repair '&mi e"availab1e for 
valves, gauges, teletypewriters, -ication equi* - *. rigerators, and 
s n a l l  a rms  t o  name o n l y c  a f e w ,  ' .  *< -9 


-4,- 


As for t h e  crew, morale is oery,high. L~Q$ Corporal, Whitehair f r m  
ww River, lbrth Carolina volunteerea for  t h i s  &sick with the  Marine 
Aviation C h t  Element. nThe Gulf is where the a b n  Zs. We work 12 hours 
on and 12 hours off w i t h  the Ship's Aik Department board. . We don' t get 
too many weekends off but liberty in Bahrain is excking." 


ihr wu.% x- 
** 


- .  Q SN Ford rep r t s ,  We' re 1104 af raw. t o  go +to-&&#eral-: Quarters. 1 'm a 
look-out and we' re working together with the ~ b ; l n f o p t i o n  Center. We 
can spot contactg- wayO& with out bi&cdars thaR after ZIC t e l l s  - 


--9 
us where to  look. The Harines are feally great.% lhey help' us i n  working 
pa r t i e s  when we load supplies or h&ve t o  move gear around t h e  ship." 


A* 


A typical lunch time aboard Trenton ca - an :~ndica t  ion of the  
diversi ty  of the ship's mission. Sailors and s eat el--to-elbow on 
the rness deck. Sailors from a nearky Mineswee hogping ,in t h e  sh ip ' s  
st ore for to i le t r ies ,  watches, postcards s for friends i n  t h e  
States. Just outside on the f l ight  deck, heli  r o w s  beat a t  the a i r  
a s  Marine a i r c r a f t  t a k e  o f f  and land, bx Navy flight-deck 
personnel. Fork-lifts shu t t l e  p a l l e t s  of iae between Storage 
spaces and the flight deck while the ship' g r a f t  @ & A) Crane 
luwers them into the waiting LLX-8 craft  a1 r*-the ship's bridge, , 


members of the Mariljg Ground Combat E l  liber machine gun - 


3 - -  . as wyyQ loo-. scan the horizon for contacts: 
4%;. *< 
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' @ 20 ?kcember 1988 the <%S received the Joint tkritorious Onit 
~ w a & d  for her contribution 50 OPERATION PRAYIS W T I S ,  The award was 
pi ea&ted by Captain Thomas S. Tremor, Commer. Amphibious Squadron 
M - v e .  . 


- .  * .' ** - .r- 
*ration P&~&&s bas ven for actions taken by 


the UniM States against Iraian assets in the Gulf in retaliation for the 
rmininq of internatic.?al -.qdters by Iran, The USS SAMUEL 8, I.\r7SEWS struck an 
Iranian anti-shipping mine in international waters on April 1 4 ,  1988. 
During PRAYXPJI; RANTIS on April 18, 1988, !iWNKN garticipated in the beard- 


- 


ing of Lhe Iranian Sassan Gas-Oil separation platf~rm. 


In a d d i t i o n  t o  the Joint Meritorious unit '  Award, e l e v e n   TRENT^^ 
s a i l o r s  received the Navy Achievement Medal from the Comnander of the Joint 
Task Force Middle East far contributions made during TREIWN1s six month 
deplayment to the Persian Gill£ . , February to July 1988. I 


. _ -  : :- - 
In his imarks, Corn*& r noted tha; -IS actions in the 


Persian Gulf helped shorten the conflict between Itaq andsrran and helped 
kesp international waters free from terrorism. Additijxkflly, the Camdore 
cmplimented !lRWRX for a suscessful yard upkeep period a t  Metro Machine 
Shipyard in downtown Norfolk. N s o  present at the Ceremony was Colonel 
W i l l i a m  Wow, U X ,  CarrPMnder of Contingency Marisbe Air-Ground Task Force 
2-88, the exbarked U.S. Plarine contingent on 9WNlXN fiuring the cruise. 


Captain Robert M. Nutwell, the CommandingL~fficer of TRENTON, 
enmuraged the crew to take pride in their past accxqdishnents as they face 
the challeriggs of a new operating cycle with deteimi~atibn to  further en- 
hance the ship's performance. 


.- 
Navy A&&vemi=nt P M a l  recipikts were: 
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m~mVJDStlITII 
rn(SW) 5rRmEN MIKE SOUX;S 
B M C ( ~ P ( I m .  (XXINCIL 
w j w )  ~BOMAS BREIT MLLXNS 
BM2IUcmx-BIVINS 
m l@mE E ( U s s J u  PARSONS 
R M 1 s r N m W I m Q d R K  ' LC-5 *-*--*. 
DK.2 JT;HN AIsERT MdlANIEL -, . 
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