
DEPARTMEW OF THE NAVY 

USS TRENTON (WO-14) / 
FPO nEw YORK ot508-1718 

27 SEP l988 
Frm: Canmanding Oificer, USS TREHCW (LPD-14) 
To: Director of Naval History (OP-~~BH),  Washington Naval Yard, 

Washington, D. C. 2037 4-09 1 

swbj : COMMAND H H I O R Y  OF USS TRFNJXX (-14) FOR CY 1987 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12D 
(b) Deputy Director of Naval History l t r  5757 Ser SH/3334 of 5 Aug 88 

Encl: (1) Canmanding Officers Biogram 
( 2) Chronology of Events 

1. The following is forwarded i n  acoordance with references (a) and (b) . 
2. Canmand Camuosition and Oruanization. 

a. Mission: To provide f a s t  t ranspor t  of ground canbgt troops and 
thei r  equipnent and t o  rapidly land than ashore by a i r  or surface assault. 

b. Organizational Structure. Assigned t o  COMPHIBROEJ TWELVE. No 
additional units assigned t o  operational/administrative mntrol . 

c. Commander. Captain Robert J. Reader, USN (biogra- attached as 
enclosure (1)). 

d. Pemanent Duty Station: Norf~lk, Virginia. 

e. Type/Nmber of Aircraft Assigned: None. 

3. Chronolw . Attached as enclosure (2) . 
4. Na~rative. The year 1987 was highlighted Lry short-mtice par t ic ipat ion 
in  exercise S a I D  SHIELD i n  April when the designated LPD was dropped due t o  
material problems. The port v i s i t  t o  Balt imre i n  June was highly popular 
with t he  crew and a tremendous success by a l l  accounts. In September the 
TREWKtJ sailed for Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, t o  conduct refresher t ra in ing  and 
prepare for  an Operational Propulsion mant Ekmintrtion ( O m )  . Refresher 
training m&asized main space engineering and casualty control  and proved 
extremely valuable t o  OPPE preparation. Except for one hurricane evasion 
s o r t i e  t h a t  kept t h e  sh ip  j u s t  west of Jamaica fo r  severa l  days, t h e  
Guantanarno Bay v i s i t  was uneventful. TlUNIW departed Cuba on 09 October 
with t he  Propulsion Examining Board on board. The s h i p  passed t h e  
examination and was scheduled t o  spend the Collrmbus Day weekend in  Piiani, 
Florida, but, again, a hurricane heading northeast from t h e  Gulf of Mexico 
forced TREmXlN t o  remain e a s t  of the Bahanas, cancelling the Mimi visi t .  



Follawing an upkeep period t h e  s h i p  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Amphibious Warfare 
Tra in ing  Week i n  e a r l y  Paovanber. graining was conducted i n  Onslow Bay off 
the North Carolim coast and mphasiz~ed the underway launch of Amphibious 
Assaul t  Vehic les  (AAVfs) .  TRENTON d i d  not  embark any AAVts but instead 
acted as a oontrol sh ip  for  the  launches. For her oontribution TRENTON was 
designated t h e  "Top Gator" f o r  t h e  week by CfNPEllBRCN EIGW, the Officer 
Conducting the Exercise (WE). Upon completion of training, TRENLY;N entered 
a hol iday l eave  and upkeep period i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  underway workups 
scheduled for  January. TRENTON succassfully cunpleted a CDMNAVSURFLANT 3-# 
Inspection i n  early December. 



01 Jan - 26 Mar 

30 Mar - 03 Apr 

25 Apr - 07 May 

23 Jun - 30 Jun 

08 Jul - 15 Jul 

20 Jul - 10 Putg 
27 Jul - 05 Aug 

07 Aug - 15 Aug 

10 Sep - 14 Oct 

09 Oct - 11 Oct 
15 Oct - 15 Oct: 

19 act - 15 Nov 

30 Nov - 03 Dee 

03 Dec - 10 Dec 

08 Dee - 10 l k ~  

Phased Maintenance Ava i l ab i l i ty ,  &on Engineering, 
Norfolk, Va. 

A m u n i t i o n  Onload, Yorktown Naval Weapons Sta t ion ,  
Yorktown, Va. 

SCLID SHIELD Exercise with HM-14 embarked 

Port V i s i t ,  Baltimore, lvld 

Amphibious Mresher Training 

*rations with AV-8 ai rcraf t ,  L i t t l e  Creek, Va. 

&&ark CWE%IBRON EIGHT 

Refresher Training, Guantanamo Bw, Cuba 
Operational Propulsion F?lant Exmination (OPE) 

m r k  OOMPHlBIECN EIGHT 

hphibious Warfare Training Week 

Ekbrk aOHPHIBEMN BIGHT 

~~MIWVSCWLANT 3-M Inspection 


