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COMMAND ORGANIZATI (IN AND 1 973 HrGHL TGHTS 

1. commanding O f f i c e r :  Captain Daniel G. McCORMtCK I T 1  

2. Homeport: Norfo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  

3. Comnand Associat ion : 
a. Adrni n i s t r a t i v e l y  under the  command o f :  

( I  1 COMPHIBRON FOUR - 1 JAN t o  1 MAR 73 
(21 COMPHrBRON TEN - 1 MAR t o  1 OCT 73 
(3)  COMPHIBRON EIGHT - 1 OCT t o  31 DEC 73 

4. Summary o f  Operations 
a. De loyments 

(1 TRENTON compl eted a s i x  month Mediterrean deployment and re turned 
t o  Norfo lk  a t  t h e  end o f  January 1973. Other deployments inc luded two as p a r t  
o f  t h e  Caribbean Ready Group t o  t h e  Caribbean area and a t h i r d  t o  the  North 
At1 a n t i  c as a member o f  the  NATRONLANT 73 Midshipmen t r a i n i n g  squadron. 

b. Exercises 
(1)  Exo t i c  Dancer V I  - 28 MAR t o  7 APR. Tn company w i t h  u n i t s  o f  Task 

Group 22.1 , TRENTON conducted an opposed t r a n s i t ,  underway rep1 enishrrrmt, 
opposed amphibious assau l t  and supported Marine forces ashore. The exerc ise 
was designed t o  prov ide  t r a i n i n g  i n  conducting and coord inat ing  a j o i n t  armed 
forces m i l i t a r y  operat ion. 

(2)  Exercise Escort  T ige r  X 1 V  - 10 t o  14 Apr i  1. Conducted w i t h  ships 
o f  t he  Caribbean 1-73 Ready Group, TRENTON landed marine forces on t h e  i s l a n d  
o f  Vieques. As t r a i n i n g  f o r  d i s a s t e r  assis tance t o  t h e  i s l a n d  count r ies  o f  
t he  Caribbean , t h e  ships provided l o g i s t i c  support t o  Wmps ashore, medical 
care t o  t h e  i n j u r e d  and s i c k  c i v i l i a n s  and eoeouatededefuges. The task  group 
provided a naval blockade t o  prevent i n t r u s i o n  o f  ou ts ide  forces o r  suppl ies 
designed t o  take p o l i t i c a l  advantage o f  t h e  d i s a s t e r  s i t u a t i o n .  

(3) Natronl an t  73 Cruise - 11 June t o  2 August. I n  company w i t h  USS 
CORONADO (LPD-l l ) ,  and under the  command o f  COMPHIBRON TEN, TRENTON provided 
shipboard t r a i n i n g  f o r  members o f  t he  Naval Academy Classes o f  '74 and '76 
w h i l e  t r a n s i  t t i n g  t o  and from Northern Europe and around the  B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  
Mi t h  "hands on t r a i n i n g "  emphasized, t h e  midshipmen a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
gunnery exercises, shiphandl i n g  d r i  11 s , underway watches and were requ i red  t o  
accomplish many of t h e  tasks performed a t  a l l  l e v e l s  6n a sh ip  a t  sea. 

( 4 )  Lantreadex 73 - 3 t o  6 December. Conducted south o f  t h e  i s l a n d  
o f  Vieques by  u n i t s  o f  t h e  Caribbean 11-73 Ready Group, A t l a n t i c  F lee t  sur face 
combatants, a i r c r a f t  and submarines , the  exerc ise provided t r a i n i n g  i n  con- 
duc t ing  a f u l l  sca le  1 anding under opposed condi t ions.  TRENTON p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  an opposed t r a n s i t ,  land ing and s o r t i e  w h i l e  under t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  ASW 
and AAN forces.  

5. Special Topics 
a. Si  n i  f i  cant engineering casual t i e s  

(13 Stern Gate - TRENTON experienced th ree sterngate casua l t ies ,  one 
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o f  which rendered t h e  stelengate operat tonal  l y  unusable f o r  over  one month and 
requ i red  ou ts ide  assistance t o  repa i r .  A1 1 casual t i e s  occurred i n  t h e  hydrau- 
1 i c ~ s y s t e m  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  dates: 2 A p r i l ,  6 J u l y  and 14 November. Enclosures 
(5), ('6) and (7) pe r ta in .  

(2) Power P lan t  - While moored t o  t h e  commercial wharf on t h e  Magal - 
a1 ena River  i n  Baranqui 11 a, Col ombi a, heavy debr is  clogged t h e  s h i p ' s  in takes 
r e s u l t i n g  i n  a l o s s  o f  a l l  power f o r  &pproximately twelve hours. 

b. Pub l i c  Relat ions 
(1 ) Open Houses were conducted a t :  

Maracai bo, Venezuela 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

c )  Ponce, Puerto Rico 
K ie l ,  Germany 
Oranjestad, Aruba 

f )  Nor fo lk ,  VA 
(g) L i t t l e  Creek, VA 

(2)  Go Navy and Navy League Guest c ru ise .  During the  Car ib 1-73 de- 
ployment, TRENTON hosted h igh  school students and Navy League members o f  t h e  
San Juan area on a one day c r u i s e  t o  Char lo t te  Amali*, St. Thomas. Guests 
toured t h e  ship, enjoyed lunch aboard and on depart ing,  were t r e a t e d  t o  a 
launch from t h e  we1 1 deck on t h e  ship l 's  LCM-8 land ing  c r a f t .  

(31 K i e l  Ueek P a r t i c i p a t i o n  - As p a r t  o f  t h e  NATRONLANT 73 Cruise, 
TRENTON v i s i t e d  K i e l  , Germany dur ing  the  famous K ie l  Meek M v a l  f a s t i v a l  . 
Mi t h  s h i p ' s  from o the r  NATO count r ies ,  TRENTON p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  numerous 
soc i  a1 func t ions  and s p o r t i n g  events, promoting goodwi 11 and understanding. 

(4) NJROTC Cruise t o  t h e  Naval Academy - Tn con junc t ion  with t o u r  s h i p  
du t ies  f o r  Naval Academy plebes, TRENTON bpsted 35 NJROTC midshipmen f rom two 
Norfolk area h igh  schools, Norview and Manor. The midshipmen had t h e  oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  observe t h e  opera t ion  o f  a sh ip  a t  sea as w e l l  as t o u r  t h e  Naval 
Academy and Washington, D. C. The e n t i r e  Academy Class of '77 toured TRENTON 
dur ing  he r  v i s i t .  On t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  Noffol  k, t h e  NJROTC observed 
t h e  sh ip  conduct an a i r  gunnery exercjse. 

(5 )  P r o j e c t  Handclasp - Mhi le  v i s i t i n g  Ponce, Puerto Rico, Handclasp 
mate r ia l s  i n c l u d i n g  bdoks , a t h l e t i c  equipment and food were de l i ve red  t o  
schools o f  t h e  b a r r i o s  o f  P a s t i l l o  and Singapur; Other ma te r ia l s  were de-- 
1 evered t o  NAVCOMMSTA, Puerto R i  co f o r  1 a t e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

During t h e  Carib 11-73 deployment , TRENTON t ranspor ted approxi - 
mately s i x t y  pa l  1 e t s  o f  Handclasp mate r ia l  which inc luded c lo th ing ,  medical 
suppl ies and beds t o  t h e  Panama Canal Zone f o r  t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  M i l e  
v i s i t i n g  Baranqu i l l  a, Colombia, beds, medical suppl i e s  , c l o t h i n g  and ya rd  
goods were g iven t o  t h e  St.  Bernadi t a  Shop School , a school which provides 
v ~ c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  t h e  needy c h i l d r e n  o f  t he  area. 

(6) Male r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  crew were embarked on two occasions. On 17 
May, 27 r e l a t i v e s  were bused t o  Morehead City from Nor fo l k  t o  j o i n  w i t h  t h e i r  
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fathers/sons r e t u r n i n g  from a Caribbean deployment f o r  t h e  over n i g h t  t r i p  
t o  Norfo lk .  Then en 27 August, 15 r e l a t i v e s  boarded f o r  a week c r u i s e  t h a t  
inc luded several days a t  Annapolis and one day a t  sea observing var ious sea- 
manshi p and gunnery exercises. 

c. S t a t i s t i c s  
(1 1 Sal e r i e s  expense - approx. $750,000 
2 Operating Expenditures ( l ess  f u e l  ) - $1 52,887 
3 Ship 's  f u e l  burned - 3,696,743 ga l lons  1 1  

(4) He1 i copter  1 andings s ince comnissioni ng - 2498 
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CHRONOLOGrCAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS - 1 973 

1-10 JAN 
11 JAN 
14 JAN 
16-24 JAN 
25 JAN 

26 JAN 

1 MAR 
19 MAR 

20 MAR 
21 MAR 
26 MAR 

27 MAR 

28 MAR 
29 MAR 
2 APR 

7 APR 
10 APR 

14 APR 
15 APR 

17-20 APR 
20 APR 
22-23 APR 
23-27 APR 

27 APR 
28-30 APR 
30 APR 

3 MAY 

4 MAY 
9 MAY 
10-14 MAY 
14 MAY 

r n p o r t  Palma, Spain under command o f  COMPHrBRON FOUR. 
Underway w i t h  Mediterranean 2-72 Ready Group f o r  Rota, Spain. 
I n p o r t  Rota, Spain f a r  tu rnover  t o  r e l i e v i n g  Ready Group. 
T r a n s i t  A t l a n t i c .  
I n p o r t  Morehead City, N.C. t o  debark Marines. Underway PM 
f o r  L i t t l e  Creek, VA, 
A r r i v e  L i t t l e  Creek, VA. Comnenced 1 eave and upkeep pe r iod  
and prepara t ion  f o r  upcoming EXDANC V I '  Exercise and Car ib 
1-73 deployment. 
S h i f t e d  t o  t h e  admini s t r a t i  ve command o f  COMPHIBRON TEN. 
Underway f o r  Norfo lk  amma anchorage EX-1 t o  load LFORM requ i red  
fo r  up coming operat ions . Remain overnight .  
Complete ammo onload. Underway f o r  Craney B l a n d  t o  r e f u e l .  
Move t o  p i e r  5 a t  Nor fo l  k. 
Underway f o r  Morehead ,City, N. C. , ,and g- w i t h  ships o f  
TG 22.1 , USS CORONADO (LPD-11) , USS PENSACOLA (LSD-38) and 
USS SAGTNAW (LST-1188) under t h e  command o f  COMPHIBRON EIGHT. 
A r r i v e  a t  Morehead Cilty, 1 oad Marines and equipment. Depart 
PM f o r  anchorage a t  anslow Beach, N.C. 
Conduct boat  operat iqns a t  Onslow i n  prepara t ion  f o r  EXDAME V I .  
Conduct p r a c t i c e  1 anding a t  anchorage. Commence opposed t r a n s i t .  
D-Day. Conducted e a r l y  morning amphibious assau l t  land ing i n  
con j u n c t i o n  w i t h  EXDANC VI'. Experienced s terngate hydraul i c 
f a i l u r e  i n  the  down qos i t i on .  
At anchorage o f f  Onsllow Beach, sup o r t e d  COMNAVFORBLUE. De- B par ted anchorage on 5 APR t o  r e f u e  from USS CALOOSAHATCHIE. 
Underway w i t h  TG 22.1 f o r  I s l a n d  o f  Vieques. 
A r r i v e  a t  Vieques , aqchor o f f  south coast. Comnenced p a r t i c i -  
pa t i on  i n  Exerc ise Eslcort T ige r  X I V .  
Complete Exercise Esqort T iger  X I V .  Remain a t  anchor. 
Ship beach p a r t y  on Vieques. Underway a t  2100 f o r  Maracaibo, 
Venezuel a. 
I n  po r t ,  Maracai bo , Venezuel a. 
Underway f o r  Roosevel t Roads, P . R. 
I n p o r t  Roosevel t Roads, P. R. Load suppl i es .  
A t  anchoraoff V i  eques . Conduct t r a i  n i  ng turnaway 1 andi ng 
and upkeep. 
Underway f o r  San Juan, P .R. 
I n p o r t  San Juan. 
Embark guest fo r  San Juan f o r  c r u i s e  t o  St. Thomas, V. I. 
A r r i v e  Char lo t te  M l l i e ,  St.  Thomas PM. 
Depart St. Thomas fo r  anchorage o f f  south coast  Vieques. Stop 
b r i e f l y  a t  Roosevel t Roads f o r  veh ic le  or11 oad and f u e l i n g .  
A r r i v e  a t  Vieques a t  1800 and backload Marines. 
Depart Vieques and a r r i v e  i n  Ponce, P.R. 
Depart Ponce f o r  Guan~tanamo Bay, Cuba. 
I n p o r t  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba f o r  Marine FAMEX. 
Underway f o r  Morehead City, N.C. 
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17 MAY Arr ive  a t  Morehead City, N.C., o f f load Marines and equipment. 
Underway f o r  Norfol k , VA. 

18 MAY - 11 JUN Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA. 26 MAY detached from Caribbean Ready Group. 
6 JUN Conmander , Amphibious Squadron TEN, Captai n K. J. CARROLL, USN , 

was re l ieved  by Captpin J, M. MATHEE on board TRENTON. 
11 JUN Departed Norfol k f o r  K ie l  , Germany on NATRONLANT 73 Cruise. 

Conducted numerous t r a i n i n g  exercises enroute. 
22 - 29 JUN rnpor t  Kiel , Germany f o r  informal p o r t  v i s i t .  Par t ic ipated 

i n  K ie l  Meek a c t i v i t i e s .  
29 JUN - 9P JUL Enroute t o  Portsmouth, England, v i a  North Sea and western coast 

o f  r r e l  and. Conduct Phase TI t r a i n i n g  program enroute. 
11 - 16 JUL Inpor t ,  Portsmouth, Engl and f o r  informal v i s i t .  
16 JUL Enroute t o  Rotterdam, Nether1 ands. 
17 - 21 JUL rnpor t  Rotterdam, Nether1 ands f o r  rou t ine  v i s i t .  
21 dUL - 2 AUG Underway f o r  Annapolis, Maryland. Conduct Phase T I 1  t r a i n i n g  

en route. 
2 AUG Arr ive  Annapolis and o f f 1  oad midshipmen. Underway f o r  Norfolk, 

a r r i v i n g  a t  1800. 
3 - 27 AUG Inpor t  Norfol k f o r  1 qave and upkeep. 
27 AUG Underway f o r -  Annapol i s ,  Mary1 and w i t h  35 NJROTC m i  dhhipmen. 
28 - 30 AUG At  anchor o f f  Annapolis. Conduct tours f o r  Academy Class o f  '77. 
30 AUG Underway f o r  Vacapes Operating Area. 
31 AUG Conduct a i r  gunnery exercise i n  Vacapes Operating Area. Return 

t o  Nor fo lk  and commen~ce tender a v a i l a b i l i t y  per iod and PQM 
per iod fo r  upcoming qaribbean cruise.  

1 OCT Sh i f ted  t o  the admin is t ra t ive  etbntnand o f  COMPHrBROH ErGHT. 
31 OCT Underway f o r  Fgorehead City, N.C. 
1 NOV A r r i ve  Morehead City, j o i n  TG 22.1 w i t h  COMPHIBRON FOUR, USS 

PONCE (LPD-15) , USS PILYMOUTH ROCK (LSD-29 1 and USS BARNSTABLE 
COUNTY (LST-11881 and load Marines o f  BLT 1/2 w i t h  equipment. 
Underway upon compl e t i o n  f o r  Co1 on, Panama. 

6 NOV Ar r i ve  Colon, o f f 1  oad Marines f o r  JUNGLEX . 
7 NOV Underway w i t h  USS PLYhlOUTH ROCK (LSD-29 1 f o r  Baranqui 1 1 a, 

Colombia. 
8 NOV Ar r i ve  a t  Baranquil l  a. Genwators overheat i n  e a r l y  evening 

and are secured w i t h  r e s u l t t n t  ' loss o f  power f o r  approxi- 
mately twel ve hours. 

10 NOV Move t o  anchorage i n  Magdalena River t o  avoid debris near shore. 
12 NOV Underway f o r  Colon, Panama. Engineering p l a n t  f a i  1 s dur ing 

c ruc ia l  po in t  of sh ip 's  t u r n  t o  proceed downstream and a co l -  
l i s i o n  w i t h  a moored merchant i s  narrowly averted. 

13 - 15 NOV Inpor t ,  Cal on, Banama. Back1 oad Marines . 
15 NOV Underway w i t h  TG 22.1 f o r  Nether1 ands An t i l l e s .  
17 NOV Ar r i ve  a t  Oranjestod, Aruba w i t h  USS PLWIDUTH ROCK (LSD-291. 
20 NOV Underway fo r  I s1  and of Vieques. Engheer ing casualty 1 i m i  t s  

speed t o  16 knots. 
21 NOV Ar r i ve  a t  Vieques anchorage off m t h e r n  coast, j o i n  TG 22.1 . 

Underway f o r  n i gh t  steaming. 
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22 NOV 

23 NOV 

26 NOV 

27 NOV 

29 NOV - 2 DEC 

2 DEC 
3 DEC 

4 DEC 
5 DEC 

6 DEC 

7 - 10 DEC 
10 - 13 DEC 
13 DEC 

14 - 31 DEC 

Conduct pre-dawn landing on Vieques. A t  q,~~c;tanr remainder of 
day, o f f l oad  cargo. 
Underway and a r r i v e  a t  San Juan. Present anchor t o  the San 
Juan Beau t i f i ca t ion  League. 
Underway. A f t e r  b r i ~ e f  stop a t  St. Thomas, t r p n s i t  t o  Vieques 
and anchor. 
Underway f o r  Roosevel t Roads, P . R, A r r i  ve c o m n c e  re fue l  i n g  
and on1 oad o f  suppl i ~ s  . 
Depart Roosevelt Roads, conduct exercise i n  the Vieques Qperat ing 
area, anchoring a t  n i g h t  during period. 
Anchor o f f  Vfeques apd conduct beachparty. 
Backload BtT 1 f2, underway i n  the evening f o r  opposed t r a n s i t  
w i t h  TG 22.1. 
Continue opposed t r aps i  t i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  LANTREADEX 73. 
Conduct predawn landtng w i t h  TG 22.1 on southern coast of 
Vieques . Return t o  anchorage f o l  1 owing assault . 
BOckload BLT 1/2. Cpnduct opposed s o r t i e  and the t r a n s i t  
w i t h  USS PLYMOUTH ROm (LSD-29) and USS BARNSTABLE COUNTY 
(LST-1188) t o  San Juan. 
Inpor t ,  San Juan. 
Underway f o r  Morehead City, N.C. Jo in  CTG 22.1 on 11 DEC. 
Ar r i ve  a t  Morehead CQ ty and a f f l o a d  Marines and equipment. 
Underway f o r  Norfol k, VA. 
rnpor t  , Norfol k. 
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