
From: Commanding Officer 
To: Director of Naval Hfstory (OPu09B9) 

1 2  MAR 1973 

Subj! 1972 Command History 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5720.128 of 20 May 1971 

Encl : (1 ) Command Organization 
(2) Summary of Operations - 3972 
(39 Exercise Snowy Beach, end of ~xercise report 
(4) Exercise Exotic Dancer V, Final Exe~cise report 
(5) 1972 Hiqhlights 
( 6  Chanpe of Command Ceremony booklets 

1 . In accordance with reference (a) the enclosed are submitted. 

CAPT USN 

Copy to: 
COMPH I BLANT 
COMPHIBRON FOUR 
COMPHIBRON TEN 



Summary . 2 of Operations - 1972 

1 January TW2to-33P - 9ecember 1972 

1-4 JAN Inport N O Y ~ ~ I K :  Ylrgtnia.  ' Load shfp and L-FORN amuni t lon.  

5 JAN Sea t r i a l s  t o  determine effectiveness of December post shakedown 
avail  abi l  i t y  repalrs .  

6-1 6JAN Inport Norfol k-pre&ration f o r  cold weather exercise Snowy Beach. 

17-1 9JAN Underway f o r  Snowy Beach. Embarked a r e  detachments from Mobile 
Mine Counterneasu~es [PIOPIC~PI), H14-12 w i t h  four CH-53 he1 icopters ,  
Combat. Camera Group Atlant ic ,  Seal Team TFIO and EOD Group TWO. 

'20-21 JAN TRENTON t s  a t  ampPlt6fous objective area,  Reid S t a t e  Park, Ilalbne 
and begins sweep operations with CH-53's. Seal team inser ted a t  
POW camp inland. 

22JAN D-Day. Mphl bl Ous assaul t u n l  t s  a r r i ve  and 1 and. TRENTON continues 
sweep and mlne recovery opdrations t o  evaluate effectiveness of CH- 
53's  and sweep gear durlng cold weather. 

23JAN Underway f o r  W'trQlk. 
. . I  

25JAN-3FEB Inport Norfol k-prepbratilonS f o r  por t  v t s i  t t o  New Or1 eans, La. 

4-8PEB Steaming Sn company w l  t h  USS PONCE (LPD-151 t o  New Orleans. 

9-15PEB Por t  v i s i t  New Orleans, Em6prked a re  68Q- POTC and mi l i t a ry  pa r t i c i -  
' pants o f  Plrrrdt .. Gras 7 972, 

76-1 9FEB StBhmlnp toA NoWol k Y n-' cm#any w l  th USS'~P0PICS UPD-15): ' A r r i v e  
Ppl 20 Feb. Plotor whale Boatrwept from davl'ts durlng rough seas 
120 nrtles SW 07 Cape Hatterap~p . 

20-27FEB I nport Narfol k . 
28FEB-3MAR Amphibious operatianal tralnf ng , Onsl ow beach, N . C . Extensive 

he1 icopter  and 1 and i  ng craf t  operations. 

6-8MAR Underway for sea t r l a l s .  Offload s h i p ' s  and L-FOFFI ammunrtion i n  
p r e p r a t i o n  f o r  enterlng Beth1 ehem Steel  Shipyard, Bal timore, M .  D. 

10-29MAR Shipyard period Pbr re air$ o f  debal l a s t  compressors, motor whale P boat dav i t s ,  crack i n  hu  1 and number two engineroom ( the  Phantm 
\ 

uacuuti). 

Enclosure (2) 

-- 



28JUL 
* -- 

Underway f o r  Moorehead Q$y, J .C . w i  tk COMP~IBRO!& F O U R ~ ~ &  rked 
i n  USS I W O  JIMA (LPD-it), U S  CHARLESTON (LKA-113), USS PER 3 A- 
COLA (LSD-$8) , USS BOULDER (LST-1190) 91 1 . o f  PHIBRON FOUR. 

29JUL Onlead o f  34th Marine Amphibious U n i t  (34 M U )  a t  Sborehbad Cia, 
N . C . Aboard TRENTON are  @~='~TTO% LaaiidingL~earn 3/2 ' (BL~372) 

.. 
CO o f  t roops and headquarter&. (H&S) company, Mike Company, 
RECON P l  atoon and numerous opera t iona l  and 1 o g i s t i  ca l  support 
u n i t s  and t h e i r  equipment. 

30JUL-9AUG T n r r ~ s j r n t . 1  a n t i c .  Numerous d r i l l s  w i t h  PHIBRON FOUR and em- 
barked marines. Weather calm and sunny. 

10-1 2AUG Turnover Rota, Spain. TRENTON re1 ieves USS R#kEIGH (LPD-1) . 
PHIBRON. FOUR and 34 MAU becomeJask Force 61; 

13-1 5AUG Amphibious Landing Exercise 1-73 a t .  Carboneros , Spain. ~ o n s l s t k  
o f  a simple turnaway llanding. TRENTON provides a s s i s t a n t  boat 

Y I  
group commander (ABGC)) and ac ts  as alterna,te c o n t r o l  ship, i n  
addl t i o n  t o  d e b a r h g  i t s  marines and t h e i r  equipment. 
! 

16-21 AUG P s r t  v i  s i  t Valencib , gpai n . 
24AUG-2SEP PHIBLEX 2-73 a t  Timbakion, Crete-RENTON1ssf4rst f u l l  sca le  srrl 

face and a i r  amphi biows assau l t  s ince  commissioning. 

5-9SEP P o r t  v i s i t  Venice, I t a l y .  ~ o d r e d  i n  the Grand Canal w i t h  U6S 
I W O  JIMA and USS BOULDER. 

10-1 1 SEP Landi9.g e5erc ise a t  Q s r l e ,  I t a l y ,  TF 61 makes an overn igh t  
land ing  to. evaluate the  beach. F i r s t  land ing  h e l d  a t  t h i s  beach 
b i  6.5' P6Fces. 

14SEP TRENTON has 2000th h e l i c o p t e r  land ina  w h i l e  i n r w t e  t o  I z m i r .  
= .  

16-1 7SEP NATO exercise Deep kuhrow col i ference-i tml r ,' Turkey. Besides 
TF 61 and other US Ships, I t a l y ,  Greece, Turkey and Great C 
B r i t a i n  a re  represen tgd. Underwa 1 7 SEP. f o r  +~r$ti1- 1 ad+ 
i n g  at-Timbak'ion. 

19SEP Landing a t  TimbaRion a w i t h  TF 61 and i t a l  I a n  s h i p s .  Landing 
i s  supported by t4ATO a i r c r a f t .  

20-22SEP Opposed t r a n s i t  t o  A1 exandroupol i s ,- Greece. 

23-28SEP PHIBLEX 3-73. D-Day 23 Sep. w i t h  TF 61, (3reek and I ta l i an  ships 
and NATO a i r c r a f t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  , 

30SEP-50CT Por t  v i s i t  Athens, Greece w i t h  TF 61. 

3' Encl m u r e  (2) 



Command OrganSzatTon 
(Second Submi ssfon 1 

1 . Comnandina Officers: 

a .  Captain Karl R ,  THIELE 
1 January 1972 - 13 December 1972 

b. Captain Daniel G .  McCORMICK I$I 
13 December 1972 - 31 December 1972 

2. Missions and Functions 

a .  M? ne Countermeasures 

(1) During cold weather f l e e t  exercise Snowy Beach and again d u r i n g  
joint  mil i tary exercise Exotic Dancer Y, TRENTON embarked detachments of 
Mobile Mine Countermeasures (MOMCON) and HM-12 and 4 CH 53's to  evaluate the 
feasibi l  i ty  of hand1 ing  that  number of a i r c r a f t ,  support eouipment and mine 
countermeasures sweep gear aboard. 

(2) Eaclosures (3) and (4) indicated tha t  i t  was entire1.y feasible 
f o r  the LPD tp operate and support four multi-purpose helicopters f o r  ex- 
t~?nded perlod' and i t  was so recommended. 

(3) Enclosure (3) provides addi tional post exercise comments worthy 
of note concerning exercise .Snowy Beach, the first f l e e t  exercise i n  whl'ch 
TRENTON participated since being comniissioned 6 March 1971 . 

b, "Hotel " s e r v l ~ g s  

(1) On a less  operational npte, during February, TRENTON was assigned 
a port  visit to  New Orleans, 18, during the Mardi Gras seasdn~  In addition 
t o  the excellent opportunity for  the crewmembers to  share i n  this pre-lenten 
celebration, TRENTON served as "Hotel " ship to  over 600 members of 23 ROTC 
and mil i t a ry  units from througRoG the U .  S. No signif icant  problems were 
encountered thereby opening the door for  future functions of th i s  nature. 

3 .  Composition of Command 

a. On 1 January 1972 USS TRENTON (LPD-141 was administeatively assigned 
to Amphibious Squadron FOUR. 

b. Throughout 1972 TRENTON was under the administrative and operational 
control of Amphibious Saaadron FOUR. 

4. Homeport 

a .  Norfolk, Y i rgini a 

Enclosure (1 ) 


