01:rad
5750
Sww/éo

From: Commanding Officer 12 MAR 1973
To: Director of Naval History (OP-09B9)

Subj: 1972 Command History
Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5720.12B of 20 May 1971

Encl: (1) Command Organization
(2) Summary of Operations - 1972
(3) Exercise Snowy Beach, end of gxercise report
(4) Exercise Exotic Dancer V, Final Exercise report
(5) 1972 Highlights
(6) Change of Command Ceremony booklets

1. 1In accordance with reference (a) the enclosed are submitted.

g;:::ifizstS\\6;\%f\\S}£i;g>,N,\A/e/&ku,

D. G. McCORMICK II1
CAPT USN

Copy to:
COMPHIBLANT
COMPHIBRON FOUR
COMPHIBRON TEN




.Summary of 0perations - 1972
1 January T972- to«31 December 1972
1-4 JAN Inport Norfolk, Virginia. Load ship and L-FORM ammunition.

5 JAN Sea trials to determine effectiveness of December post shakedown
avai1ab111ty repairs

6-16JAN Inport Norfolk- preparat1on for cold weather exercise Snowy Beach.

17-18JAN Underway for Snowy Beach. Embarked are detachments from Mobile
Mine Countermeasures (MOMCOM), HM~12 with four CH-53 helicopters,
Combat Camera Group Atlantic, Seal Team TWO and EOD Group TWO.

20~219AN TRENTON is at amphtbtous objective area, Reid State Park, Matne -

and begins sweep operations with CH-53's. Seal team inserted at
POW camp inland.

220AN  D-Day. Amphibious assault units arrive and land.” TRENTON continues
sweep and mine recovery operat1ons to evaluate effectiveness of CH-
53's and sweep gear during cold weather.
23JAN Underway for Nerfolk. o
25JAN 3FEB Inport Norfolk-preparations for port visit to New Orleans, lLa.
4-8PEB Steam1ng in company with USS PONCE (LPD-15) to New Or]eans.

9- 15FEB Port visit New Orleans. Embarked are 66Q;BOTC and military partici-
) pants of Mard{ Gras 1972,

16-19FEB  Steaming toNorfolk 1n‘company with-USS~PONCE (LPD 15)% Arr1ve
PM 20 Feb. Motor whale Boat~swept from dayits during rouch seas-
~120'miTes SW of Cepe Hatterabuua_.

20~ 27FEB Inport Norfolk.

28FEB-3MAR Amphibious operational training, Onslow beach, N. C. Extensive
he11copter and landing craft operations.

6-8MAR Underway for sea trials. Offload ship's and L-FORM ammunition in
preparat1on for entering Beth]ehem Steel Sh1pyard Baltimore, M. D.

10-2SMAR Shipyard period for re a1r$ of deballast compressors, motor whale

boat davits, crack in hull and number two engineroom (the Phantom
vacuunm).
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28JUL Underway for Moorehead City, N.C. w1th\COMPHIBRON‘fOUR,amb arked
in USS IWO JIMA (LPD-2), USS CHARLESTON (LKA-113), USS PENSA-
COLA (LSD-38), USS BOULDER (LST-1190) ail.of PHIBRON FOUR.

29JUL Onlead of 34th Marine Amphibious Unit (34 MAU) atmoorehead City,
N.C. Aboard TRENTON are (Batallionl Lafiding Team 3/2 (BLT3/2)
CO of troops and headquarters.(H&S) company, Mike.Company,
RECON Platoon and wmumerous operat1ona1 and 1091$t1ca1 support
units and their equ1pment v

30JUL-9AUG Tuln51t*At1ant1c Numerous drills with PHIBRON FOUR and em-
barked marines. Weather calm and sunny.

10-12AUG Turnover Rota, Spain. TRENTON relieves USS RBLEIGH (LPD-1)..
PHIBRON. FOUR and 34 MAU become :Jask Féree 61:

13-15AUG Amphibious . Landing Exercise 1-73 at, Carboneros, Spain. Consistg
of a simple turnaway landing. TRENTON provides assistant boat
. graup. commander (ABGC) and acts as alternate control ship in
: addition to debarleng its marines and their equ1pment

16-21AUG ,Pert visit Va]enc1h Spain.

24AUG-2SEP PHIBLEX 2- 73 at T1mbak1on, Crete- T!ENTON ssfirst full scale sur-.
face and air amphibious asssult since commissioning.

5-9SEP  Port visit Venice, Italy. Moored in the Grand Canal with USS
IWO JIMA and USS BOULDER. e ) :

10-11SEP - Landing exercise at Gaorle, Italy. TF 61 makes an overnight:
landing to.evaluate the beach. First landing held at this beach

by 08 Eo?ces
14SEP TRENTON has 2000th he]icopter 1and1no wh11e 1nr0ute to Izmir

16-17SEP ;NATO exereise Deep Furrow Conference Izmir, Turkey Besides
TF 61 and other US Ships, Italy, Greece, Turkey and Great T
Britain are represented. Underway 17 SEP for1§;h§pr§h1 1anides
ing at"Timbakdon

19SEP Landing at TimbaRion : ‘with TF 61 and Ita]ian sh1ps Landing
is supported by NATD aircraft..

20-22SEP Opposed transit to Alexandroupolis, Greece.

23-28SEP PHIBLEX 3-73. D-Day 23 Sep. with TF 61, Greek and Italian ships
and NATO aircraft participating, LT .

30SEP-50CT  Port visit Athens, Greece with TF 61.

3 Enclosure (2)




Command Organization
(Second Submission)

1. Commanding Officers:

a., Captain Karl R, THIELE
1 January 1972 - 13 December 1972

b. Captain Daniel G. McCORMICK III
13 December 1972 - 31 December 1972

2. Missions and Functions
a. Mine Countermeasures

(1) During cold weather fleet exercise Snowy Beach and again during
Jjoint military exercise Exotic Dancer V, TRENTON embarked detachments of
Mobile Mine Countermeasures (MOMCOM) and HM-12 and 4 CH 53's to evaluate the
feasibility of handling that number of aircraft, support equipment and mine
countermeasures sweep gear aboard.

(2) Enclosures (3) and (4) indicated that it was entirely feasible
for the LPD tg operate and support four multi-purpose helicopters for ex-
tended period” and it was so recommended.

(3) Enclosure (3) provides additional post exercise comments worthy
of note concerning exercise Snowy Beach, the first fleet exercise in which
TRENTON participated since being commissioned 6 March 1971.

b. "Hotel" serviges

(1) On a less operational naqte, during February, TRENTON was assigned
a port visit to New Orleans, L4, during the Mardi Gras seasénv In addition
to the excellent opportunity for the crewmembers to share in this pre-lenten
telebration, TRENTON served as "Hotel" ship to over 600 members of 23 ROTC
and military units from throughowt the U. S. No si@gnificant problems were
encountered thereby opening the door for future functions of this nature.

3. Composition of Command

a. On 1 January 1972 USS TRENTON (LPD-14) was administeatively assigned
to Amphibious Squadron FOUR.

b. Throughout 1972 TRENTON was under the administrative and operational
control of Amphibious Sauadron FOUR.

4. Homeport

a. Norfolk, Virginia
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