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CHRONOLO$TCAL SUMMARY 

1 January 1971 t o  31 December 1971 

1-1 3 JAN TRENTON nears completion a t  Lockheed Shi pbui l d i  ng and 
Construct ion Company, Seat t le ,  Washington. * 

14- 16 JAN Underway i n  Puget Sound and P a c i f i c  Ocean f o r  Pre l im in-  
a r y  Acceptance T r d i l s  by INSURV BOARD and some nucleus 
crew members (25). 

17 JAN-11 FEB F ina l  stages o f  construct ion.  

12 FEB TRENTON o f f i c i a l l y  accepted by U. S. Navy - towed t o  
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, Washington, f o r  
FOA - F i t t i n g  Out Ava i l  a b i l i t y  (12 FEB t o  29 MAR). 
Executive O f f i c e r ,  CDR T. P. WHALEY a r r i v e s  w i t h  55 
en l i s ted .  Nucleus crew now numbers 155. 

12-26 FEB FOA. 

27 FEB Nucleus crew vacates shipyard barracks and moves aboard. 
Balance crew o f  273 a r r i v e s  from Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a .  
Tota l  : 428 en l i s ted ,  26 o f f i c e r s .  

28 FEB-5 MAR FOA and prepara t ion  f o r  conmissioning. 

6 MAR Commissioning Day. TRENTON becomes Uni ted States Ship 
TRENTON a t  ceremonies i n  her  w e l l  deck and upper v e h i c l e  
stowage areas. Reading o f  Navy Department Orders t o  
Commission USS TRENTON by Rear Admiral P a t r i c k  J. Hanni f in ,  
USN, Commandant, 13th Naval D i s t r i c t .  Comnissioning address 
by t h e  honorable Ar thur  J. H o l l  and - Mayor o f  Trenton, New 
Jersey. Captain Kqr l  R. THIELE assumes f i r s t  conmand o f  
USS TRENTON (LPD-14). The sh ip  i s  o f f i c i a l  l y  manned. 

7 MAR-2 APR FOA, Loading stores,  d i v i s i o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  
- "School of t h e  Ship". 

23-25, 29-31 MAR Fast Cruise, Simulated underway t r a i n i n g  t o  t r a i n  personnel 
i n  watchstanding. Fast Cruise conducted a t  n i g h t  wh i l e  
alongside p i e r  a t  Puget Qound Naval Stiipyard. 

31 MAR F i r s t  exe rc i s ing  o f  t he  crew a t  General Quarters. 

3 APR Underway f o r  sea t r i a l s ,  TRENTON conducts f i r s t  h e l i c o p t e r  
landing, f u l l  power run and t e s t s  on a1 1 major systems. 
This i s  the  f i r s t  day TRENTON i s  ever underway as a U. S. 
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Navy sh ip  manned by a Navy crew. 

4 APR 

5 APR 

6-8 APR 

9-12 APR 

12 APR 

13-1 5 APR 

14 APR 

15 APR 

16 APR 

17-20 APR 

21-25 APR 

29 APR 

30 APR 

3 MAY 

3-6 MAY 

7 MAY 

13 MAY-1 JUN 

1 JUN 

Underway. Conducts f i r s t  gun sh io t .  

Noor a t  NAD Rangor, Washington, t o  rece ive  f i r s t  f u l l  
l o a d  o f  3"/50 ammunition: 4875 rounds o f  t r a i n i n g  and 
se rv i ce  amnuni t i on .  Underway a f t e r  on1 oad. 

F ina l  preparat ions f o r  t r a n s i t  t o  Nor fo l  k, V i rg in ia .  

Underway f o r  San Diego. Gun shoots enroute. 

Z-17-AA acqui s i  ti on and t r a c k i  ng exerc ise.  

P o r t  v i s i t  San Diego. 

Admiral Richard H. Jackson (Ret) a t  104 years o f  age 
v i s i t s  t h i r d  USS TRENTON. Admiral Jackson served on f i r s t  
USS TRENTON i n  1889. 

Rear Adrni r a l  RUBEL, Comnander , Amphibious Group THREE 
v i s i t s  ship. 

Underway i n  Southern C a l i f o r n i a  OpArea f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  then 
t o  Acapulco , Mexi ca. 

Enroute Acapulco, Mexico. 

P o r t  v i s i t  Acapulco. 

A r r i v e  Naval S ta t ian ,  Rodman, Canal Zone. Change o f  
Operat ional Command (CHOP) from CINCPACFLT t o  CINCLANTFLT. 

T rans i t  Panama Canal. 

Conducted f i r s t  shore bombardment exerc ise (2-40-6). 

P o r t  v i s i t  Char lo t te  Am01 i e ,  St. Thomas, V i r g i n  I s 1  ands . 
A r r i v e  Key West, F l o r i d a  f o r  p ickup o f  T-boat f o r  t rans-  
f e r  t o  Norfo lk .  

A r r i v e  i n  homeport, U. S. Naval S ta t ion ,  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  
f o r  f i r s t  t ime. 

I n p o r t  Norfo lk .  School o f  Ship, p repara t ion  f o r  Shakedown 
T ra in ing  a t  U. S. Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Underway f o r  GTMO. Conduct f i r s t  underway-ref ue l  i ng and 
h i g h l i n e  w i t h  USS MOUNT UHITNEY (LCC-20). 
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4 JUN 

7-27 JUN 

28 JUN 

29 JUN 

1 JUL 

2-6 JUL 

6 JUL 

7 JUL 

7 JUL-30 AUG 

31 AUG-1 SEP 

7-8 SEP 

9-11 SEP 

15-16 SEP 

20-24 SEP 

Ar r i ve  GTMO. 

In tens ive shipboard t r a i n i n g  both i npor t  and underway i n  
gunnery, shiphandl$ng, engineering, damage cont ro l  d r i  11s , 
etc. whi le  a t  GTMO Bay, Cuba. 

While underway f o r  checks on FORAC's range, the main 
guardi ng val  ve i n  number two engine room ruptures, f i 11 i ng 
t he  engine room wiqh steam a t  600 p.s.i. and 800" F. Four 
men are k i l l e d  insqant ly,  fou r  others burned c r i t i c a l l y ,  
two others seriouslly. Hel icopter MEDEVAC i s  conducted t o  
hogpi ta l  a t  GTMO. Ship re turns t o  GTMO on one bo i l e r ,  one 
engine. Number Two p lan t  disabled. Four c r i t i c a l l y  and two 
ser ious ly  burned s a i l o r s  are MEDEVACed by DC-9 t o  Burn Ward 
a t  U. S. Army Hospital , For t  Sam Houston, Texas. Prel  iminary 
inves t iga t ion  o f  accident begins. 

One c r i t i c a l l y  i n j u red  s a i l o r  dies a t  For t  Sam Houston. 

SSxth accident v i c t i m  dies. 

Enroute Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  on one bo i l e r ,  one engine. 

Ar r i ve  Norfo l  k. 

Court o f  Inqu i ry  t o  inves t iga te  the accident o f  28 JUN con- 
venes aboard. Court i s  headed by Rear Admiral Michael U. 
MOORE, Commander Amphibious Operational Support Command, 
At1 ant ic .  

I npo r t  Norfo lk f o r  repa i rs  t o  number two engine room. Court 
o f  I nqu i r y  f i nds  mater ia l  f a i l u r e  o f  main guarding valve i n  
number two engine room as cause o f  28 June accident. Two 
ser ious ly  i n j u red  released from hospi ta l  . Two c r i t i c a l  l y  
i n j u red  removed f rom c r i t i c a l  l i s t .  

Underway i n  V i r g i n i a  Capes Operating Area (VACAPES OP AREA) 
f o r  t e s t  o f  number two engine room repa i rs  and preparat ion 
f o r  Final  Contract T r i a l s .  Tests sat is fac tory .  

Underway f o r  Final  Contract T r i a l s  conducted by INSURVLANT. 

Complete FCT inpor t .  

Ship depermed. Underway 16 SEP f o r  engineering t r i a l s  ( f u l l  
power run). 

Underway f o r  VACAPES OPAREA f o r  Amphibious Shakedown Traingng, 
TRENTON'S f i r s t  exercise i n  pure ly  amphibious evolut ions. 
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Training includes assaul t  boat, t roop and 
he1 i cop te r  evol ut ians , cont ro l  o f  sh ip  t o  
shore movement and Primayy Control Ship 
(PC4 exercises. 

28-29 SEP LVT and he l i cop te r  handling t r a i n i n g  a t  Onslow 
Beach, North Carolina. 

29-30 SEP Underway f o r  Norfo lk t o  evade hurr icane GINGER. 
30 Uo 40 f o o t  seas and 70 knot winds experienced. 
Hurvicane anchorage assigned a t  Norfol k. 

1 OCT Moored Naval Stat ion,  Norfolk. No storm damage. 

7 OCT Comnenced t r a i n i n g  i n  Nuclear weapons handl i ng  
and secur i ty .  

12 OCT Underway f o r  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba t o  complete 
ShaRedown t r a i n i n g  which was terminated by the 
accident o f  28 June. 

15-31 OCT Shakedown Training. 

1-4 NOV Operational Readi ness i nspection : 
2-21 -6 Surface Gunnery shoot 
Z-1 -AA A i r  Gunnery shoot 
Z-1 1 -S Man Overboard 
Z-20-C Overal l  Comnuni cat ions 
I npa r t  damage cont re l  : f i r e ,  c o l l  i s i on ,  rescue 

and assistance. 
Z-26-S Underway t ransfer  
Z-5-N Precis ion Anchoring 
Comprehensive Ba t t l e  Problem 

4 NOV TRENTON passes OR1 w i t h  an overa l l  EXCELLENT. 
Underway f o r  Norfo l  k. 

9 NOV-19 NOV Post Shakedown Avai l a b i  1 i ty (PSA) f o r  cor rect ion 
o f  Final  Contract T r i a l  and subsequent mater ia l  
discrepancies a t  Phi 1 adel phi  a Naval Shipyard. 
Intensive Nucl ear Weapons handl i ng , acci dent and 
i n t r ude r  d r i l l s .  

13-14 NOV Open house f o r  c i t i zens  66 Trenton, New Jersey - 
1350 attend. 

20 DEC Underway f o r  Norfo lk.  

21 -31 DEC Christmas leave period, Norfo l  k. 
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COMMAND ORGAN TZATTON 
[ F i r s t  qubmissionl 

1 . Commandi ng O f f  i cer  : 

Captain Karl  R. THIELE 
6 March 1971 - 31 December 1971 

2. Missions and funct ions:  

a. General - t o  t ranspor t  and land troops and t h e i r  essent ia l  equip- 
ment a n d m e s  by means o f  embarked landing c r a f t  o r  amphibious vehic les 
augmented by he1 i cop te r  1 i f t .  

b. Amphibious warfare missions: 

(1) Load, t ranspor t  and land elements o f  a landing fo rce  w i t h  
t h e i r  equipment and suppl ies i n  an amphibious assault .  

(2) Re-embark and t ranspor t  equipment, mater ia ls,  suppl i e s  and 
personnel. 

(3) Serve as con t ro l  sh ip  i n  a ship-to-shore movement. 

(4) Provide boat haven f ac i  1 i ti es. 

(5) Conduct he l i cop te r  operat ions i n  support o f  amphibious assault .  

(6) Provide amphibious assau l t  const ruc t ion support f o r  ship-to-shore 
operations and beach clearance. 

c. M o b i l i t y  missions: 

(1 ) Repair engineering casual t i e s .  

(2) Replenish a t  sea. 

d. Command and contra1 : 

(1 ) Coordinate and con t ro l  the  operations o f  the  task organizat ion 
o r  funct iona l  fo rce  t o  ca r ry  out  assigned missions. 

(2) Provide i n t e l l  igence f o r  coordinat ion and cont ro l  o f  the task 
organizat ion. 

e. 1971 funct ions:  

(1) Tra in ing - Operational readiness f o r  sea. 

1 

Enclosure (2) 



(A) Because TRENTON was a newly comnissioned sh ip  the  cum- 
u l a t i v e  e f f o r t  o f  1971 was t o  t r a i n  a new crew, f i r s t  i n  general ship-  
board evolut ions,  then i n  amphibious operations. 

(B) The e n t i r e  e f f o r t  was d i rec ted  toward c e r t i f y i n g  the  
TRENTON as an operat ional  u n i t  of the U.S. A t l a n t i c  Fleet .  

(C) Only a f t e r  completion o f  amphi bious shakedown t r a i n i n g  
i n  March 1972, prev ious ly  in te r rup ted  by hurr icane Ginger, was TRENTON 
c e r t i f i e d  as f u l l y  ready t o  assume her r o l e  as an operat ional  u n i t .  

(2) Shakedown - mater ia l  readiness Qor sea. 

(A) A second equal ly  important func t ion  i n  1971 was t o  eval-  
uate the sh ip ' s  mater ia l  readiness f o r  sea by shaking i t  down from March 
u n t i  1 September, documenting discrepancies dur ing F i  nal Contract T r i a l s  
and a f f e c t i n g  repa i rs  dur ing Post Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  Phi ladelphia 
Naval Shipyard. 

(B) Detai 1s o f  the  mater ia l  casual ty t h a t  occurred i n  number 
two engineroom on June 28th are  recorded i n  Record o f  Proceedings o f  a 
Court o f  I nqu i r y  convened onboard USS TRBNTON (LPD-14), ordered on Ju ly  
6, 1971. The Court o f  I nqu i r y  Report i s  on f i l e  a t  JAG and no t  re leas- 
able by t h i s  comnand due t o  pending l i t i g a t i o n .  

3. Composition o f  Command 

a. From CHOP t o  t he  At1 a n t i c  F lee t  on 29 Apr i  1 u n t i l  31 December, 
USS TRENTON (LPD-14) was a member o f  Amphibious Squadron SIX. 

4. Homeport 

a. U. S. Naval Stat ion,  Norfo lk,  V i rg in ia .  
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