
USS 'THACH (FFG 431 
FPO AP 96679 - 1498 

5757 
Ser FFG 43/126 
18 April 1992 

(Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (3)) 

From: Commanding Officer, USS THACH (FFQ 43) 
To : Director of Naval History, Washington, D.C. 20374 

Subj: SUBMISSION OF COMMAND HISTORY 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12 

Encl: (1) Commanding Officer's Picture and Biography 
( 2 )  Organization and Mission 
(3) Statistical Data 
( 4 )  Ship's Photograph 

1. Per reference (a), enclosures ( 1 )  through (4) are provided 
for additional background. 

A. 8. ELKINS 
By direction 

Copy to: 
COWAVSURFPAC 
COMDESRON FIFTEEN 

DECLASSIFIED BY: CNO (N09N2) 
OPNAVINST 5513.16 SERIES 
DATE: --&&&1$*5 

Declassify: 14APR2004 



1. Command Composit ion and Organ i za t i on  

a. US'S THACH i s  a F l i g h t  I 1 1  O l i v e r  Hazard P e r r y  Class gu ide 
m i s s l l e  f r i g a t e  designed t o  p r o v i d e  an t i - su r face ,  ant i -submar ine 
and medium range a n t i - a i r  defense t o  b a t t l e  group, amphibious o r  
merchant. convoys. THACH i s  a member o f  Dest royer  Squadron 
FIFTEEN, Commanded by Capta in  Richard A. Robbins, Un i ted  S ta tes  
Navy. THACH i s  homported i n  Yokosuka, Japan and i s  a member o f  
t h e  Overseas Fami ly  Residency Program. Commander Thomas A. Baker 
was t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  f o r  e n t i r e t y  o f  1991. Two a n t i -  
submarine wa r fa re  h e l i c o p t e r  detachments was embarked i n  THACH 
d u r i n g  1991, HSL 43 de t  two and HSL 47 de t  one. 
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3. N a r r a t i v e  

The year 1991, was an e v e n t f u l  one f o r  USS THACH (FFG 43) . The 
year began w i t h  a homeport s h i f t  t o  Yokoscrka, Japan. THACI-i and 
USS McCLUSt:::Y (FF'G 41) l e f t  San Diego on 25 January 1991. A f t e r  
r e f u e l i n g  i n  Hawai i ,  THkCH and McClusky proceeded towards t h e i r  
new homeport. On 5 February,  THACH e l e c t e d  t o  n o t  r e f u e l  a t  
Midway I s l a n d .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  was based on t h e  p r e d i c t e d  wea.ther 
f o r  t h e  s h i p ' s  t rack:  and t h e  knowledge t h a t  she would a r r i v e d  i n  
Yokosuka w i t h  approx imate ly  t h i r t y  percen t  o f  f u e l .  McClusky d i d  
s top  f csr- f u e l  . On 6 February, THACH was ordered baci:: t o  Midway 
i s l a n d  f a r  r e f u e l i n g  by CINCF'ACFLT over f l e e t  SEVOX v o i c e  n e t .  
THACW r e t u r n e d  t o  Midway I s l a n d  and r e f   rel led. 

On 15 February 1991, THACH and McCLUSKY a r r i v e d  i n  YoC::osuC::a, a 
day 1.ater than  scheduled due t o  t h e  s top  a t  Midway I s l and .  The 
a r r i v a l  was marked by fan  f a i r  and ceremony. 

March was t h e  f i r s t  f u l l  month THACH spent as permanent member 
o f  SEVENTHFLT. V ice  Admiral  Bennett ,  Commander Naval Sur face 
Forces F'acif  i c  came aboard f o r  a b r i e f  v i s i t .  THACH met her  
Japanese s i s t e r  sh ip ,  JDS UMIGIRI ID5 158). UMIGIKI, who was 
commissioned 12 March 1991, was t h e  newest e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
Japanese Mart ime S e l f  Defence Force (JMSDF) . 

I n  A p r i l ,  THACH conducted as  SM-1 IMR)  m i s s i l e  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  
Republ ic  nf t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  ope ra t i ng  area. The sho t  was 
eva luated as s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

The f i r s t  j o i n t  ASW e x e r c i s e  w i t h  t h e  JMSDF t h a t  THACH 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  was i n  May. ASWEX 91-2JA was a s i g n i f i c a n t  
e x e r c i s e  i n  t h a t  THACH demonstrated her  a b i l i t y  i n  ant i -submar ine 
war fa re  t o  ba th  t h e  JMSDF and t h e  SEVENTHFLT u n i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h e  exerc ise .  A f t e r  t h e  exe rc i se ,  THACH h e l d  a dependent 's  
c r u i s e  f rom Yol::osuC::a t o  Shimoda where she was scheduled t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  51s t  Shimoda Black Ship f e s t i v a l .  T h i s  
f e s t i v a l  cnmmernorates Commodore Matthew P e r r y ' s  l a n d i n g  i n  Japan. 
THACH was unable  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  however, because Typhoon Walt 
was scheduled t o  h i t  t h e  mainland on 17 May. THACH was ordered 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  Yok:osctC::a p r i o r  t o  t h e  typhoon 's  a r r i v a l .  

On June 2, 1991 4U00 c i t i z e n s  o f  Japan tou red  THACH d u r i n g  
Commander, F l e e t  A c t i v i t i e s  Yokosuka " f r i e n d s h i p  day. " A f t e r  a 

success fu l  ASW e x e r c i  se i n Ap r i  1 , THACH l e i  t YoL::osuka on 17 Jun 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  ASWEX 91-3JA, another j o i n t  JMSDF - USN a n t i -  
submarine war fa re  exerc ise .  THACH was t h e  s o l e  USN 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d u r i n g  t h i s  exerc ise .  Upon c o n c l ~ l s i o n  o f  ASWEX 

91-3JA, THACH headed t o  Sasebo, Japan f o r  a week o f  upkeep. 
Nex t7  she headed t o  Chinhae, Republ ic  o f  Korea f o r  ASWEX 91-ZK, 
j o i n t  ROE Navy - USN ASW exerc ise .  Commander, Dest royer  Squadr 
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F i f t e e n  embarked THACH t o  assume d u t i e s  as ASW Commander. The 
most s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t  of ASWEX 91-2K was THACH learned  RQK - 
USN procedures f o r  ASW need cons iderab le  improvement. Based on 
t h e  two JMSDF - USN exerc ises ,  Japanese-U.S. working procedures 
a r e  mctch b e t t e r  than  Rat:::-U.S. 

THACH ce leb ra ted  Independence day i n  Chinhae. A f t e r  complet ing 
RSWEX 91-2K, she headed back t o  Yokos~t1::a. Once i n  YoC::osuka, t h e  
focus  o f  t h e  crew swi tched f rom o p e r a t i o n a l  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
mat te rs .  F l e e t  T r a i n i n g  Group Western P a c i f i c  came aboard t o  
conduct T r a i n i n g  Readiness Evalctat ion (TRE), i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
I n t e r i m  Refresher T ra in ing .  THACH s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed THE and 
t h e  FAADCF'AC a u d i t  which was h e l d  concu r ren t l y .  

The Combat Systems Assessment Team came aboard i n  e a r l y  August 
t o  conduct Combat Systems Assessment (CSA). The OPPE f o r  Combat 
Systems department. CSA was heading f o r  an above average grade 
when a c a s u a l t y  t h e  76 mm gun prevented complet ion o f  t h e  CSA. 
I ns tead  o f  a Combat Systems Assessment, t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  was termed 
a Combat Systems A s s i s t  v i s i t .  On 14 August 1991, THACH headed 
f o r  Subic Bay, Repc.tblic o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  t o  conduct I n t e r i m  
Refresher T r a i n i n g  (IRFT). A major accomplishment by THACH was 
s e t t i n g  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n  Yoke and Zebra on t h e  f i r s t  day o f  
IRFT. 

A f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  complet ing IRFT, THACH was ordered by CTF 75 
t o  conduct on search and rescue miss ion  f o r  t h e  motor vesse l  HAND 
T A I ,  a Hang Kong r e g i s t e r e d  l o g  c a r r i e r  w i t h  t h i r t y - t h r e e  
personnel  onboard. HAND T A I  was d i s a b l e d  60 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  o f f  
t h e  coast  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  From t i m e  o f  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  
mi,ssion, when THACH was i n  c o l d  i r o n ,  p i e r s i d e  t o  underway was 
f i f t y - f  i v e  minutes. THACH l o c a t e d  HAND TRI i n  a 'dense f o g  and 
escor ted  t h e  damaged merchant back: t o  t h e  mouth o f  Sctbic Bay 
where t h e  t u g  CCIMMODORE escor ted  her  t o  Mani la.  THACH r e t u r n e d  
t o  Yokosuka a f t e r  evading typhoons I v y ,  Henry, and Kay, and began 
f i n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Opera t iona l  F ' ropu ls ion P l a n t  
E:rami n a t  i on (OPF'E) . 

On 7 October 1991, OF'F'E i n s p e c t o r s  cam aboard. THACH's OPPE 
l a s t e d  s i x t y - e i g h t  hours  (seventy- two ma:.:). Problems w i t h  t h e  
I. ube o i  1 pur  i f y i  ng system d e l  ayed compl e t  i on. THACH passed OPPE 
bctt was p laced on a reduced c y c l e  program. A f t e r  OF'PE THACH go t  
underway wit.h USS INDEF'ENDENCE (CV 62) t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  
ctnderway w i t h  INDEPENDENCE who rep laced  USS MIDWAY (CV  41) i n  
September. THACH and INDEPENDENCE headed t o  Sctbic Eay f o r  a 
weel:: l ong  p o r t  v i s i t .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  THACH brought  r e l i e f  s t o r e s  
f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  MT Pinatubo e rup t i on .  A f t e r  l e a v i n g  Subic bay, 
THACtI, w i t h  INDEF'ENDENCE headed t o  t h e  t:::orean S t r a i t s  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  Exe rc i se  V a l i a n t  B l i t z  92. THACH's d u t i e s  were 
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pt- imar i  l y  as planeguard. Upon complet ing V a l i a n t  B l  i t r ,  t h e  
b a t t l e  group headed sa~c th  t a  beg in  ANNUALX 03G. The J o i n t  JNSIDF- 
USN e:.:ercise was conducted i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  Sea f rom 0ki.nawa t o  
Hokai do. 

Un 11 November 1991, THACH s u f f e r e d  a major castrophe. Her 
sonar rubber  dome would n o t  ma in ta in  pressure.  COMDESRON F i f t e e n  
ordered THACH t o  r e t u r n  t o  p o r t  f o r  a  dome i nspec t i on .  THACH 
r e t u r n e d  t o  Yokosuka, o n l y  n i n e t y  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  f rom her  
l o c a t i n n ,  a t  t e n  knots.  Upon e n t e r i n g  p o r t ,  d i v e r s  inspec ted  t h e  
dame and found e leven i n c h  by t en -ha l f  i n c h  s p l i t  l o c a t e d  040 
degrees r e l a t i v e  an t h e  dome. SRF Yokosuka d i v e r s  r e p a i r e d  t h e  
d o m e  w i t h  a  pa tch  under t h e  s ~ ~ p e r v i s i o n  o f  NAVSEA. The dome was 
r e p a i r e d  i n  t i m e  f o r  dependent 's  c r u i s e  on 5 December. THACH 
took:: t h e  c rew 's  dependents on a  s h o r t  c r u i s e  up Tokyo Wan. On 9  
December, THACH was underway w i t h  B a t t l e  Group A l f a  f o r  ASW week 
f o r  e leven days, THACH p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  v a r i a u s  ASW exerc ises .  On 
December, THACH re tu rned  t o  p o r t  f o r  h n l i d a y  upkeep. 
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