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13 JUN 1990 
From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS TARAWA (LHA-1) 
To: D i r e c t o r  o f  Nava l  H i s t o r y  (OP-O9BH) 

S u b j :  COMMAND HISTORY (OPNAV REPORT 5750-1) 

Ref :  ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12E 

E n c l :  ( 1 )  USS TARAWA O f f i c e r  Precedence L i s t  d t d  7 December 1989 

1. The c a l e n d a r  year  1989 Command H i s t o r y  f o r  t h e  USS TARAWA (LHA-1) 
i s  s u b m i t t e d  i n  accordance w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) .  

a. BASIC HISTORY 

(1) -- Command Organizat ion 

(a )  Commanding O f f i c e r  - 

89 JAN 0 1  - 89 MAR 10: Thomas L. Blackmon C a p t a i n  
U.S. Navy, -17 
L i n e a l  Number: 001758-20 
DOR: 0 1  J u l y  1982 

89 MAR 10 - 89 DEC 31: Wirt R .  F l a d d ,  Ca t a i n  
U.S. N a v y , - T I  ?firr- 
L i n e a l  Number: 001907-80 
DOR: 0 1  June 1985 

(b)  Mission gxJ Function -- of the  Command 

The Amphibious Task Fo rce ,  wh ich  execu tes  i t s  t a s k s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  N a v y ' s  f o r c e  p r o j e c t i o n  m i s s i o n ,  i s  composed o f  LHA, LPH, LPD, 
LSD, LKA and LST c l a s s  s h i p s .  T A R A W A ,  t h e  l e a d  s h i p  o f  t h e  LHA c l a s s  
o f  g e n e r a l  purpose amphib ious  a s s a u l t  s h i p s ,  combines t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  LPH, LPD, LSD and t h e  LKA t o  d e l i v e r  a ba lanced 
pay load,  by a i r  o r  s u r f a c e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  i n  an amphib ious  a s s a u l t .  
E x p l i c i t l y ,  a fo rmer  C h i e f  o f  Nava l  O p e r a t i o n s  d e f i n e d  t h e  LHA's 
m i s s i o n :  ''To embark, d e p l o y  and l a n d  e lements  o f  a M a r i n e  Land ing  
F o r c e  i n  an a s s a u l t  by  h e l i c o p t e r ,  l a n d i n g  c r a f t ,  amph ib ious  v e h i c l e s  
and by any c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  methods." 

( c )  Composition of - Command 

The command was composed o f  USS TARAWA (LHA-1) and o r g a n i c  a s s e t s  
wh ich  i n c l u d e d  one UH-1N h e l i c o p t e r  (BUN0 160830).  S h i p ' s  company 
i n c l u d e d  60 commissioned o f f i c e r s  and 889 e n l i s t e d  men as o f  3 1  
December 1989. 



( d l  Homeport Information 

T A R A W A  was homeported a t  N a v a l  S t a t i o n ,  San D iego f o r  a l l  o f  1989. 
From 08 J u l y  90 t h r o u g h  20 December 90, TARAWA was on deployment  t o  
t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  

(e) Summary of operations and special events -- for 1989 

0 1  Jan - 10 Jan 
11 Jan 
11 Jan - 13 Jan 

13 Jan 

14 Jan - 16 Jan 
17 Jan 

17 Jan - 24 Jan 
25 Jan 

26 Jan 

27 Jan 

28 Jan 

29 Jan 

30 Jan 

3 1  Jan 

0 1  Feb 

02 Feb 

Moored a t  P i e r  7 Nava l  S t a t i o n  San Diego. 
Underway from P i e r  7 N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
Beg in  PHIBREFTRA. Anchored o f f  Red Beach, Camp 
Pend le ton ,  Ca. Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g .  
Underway f rom anchorage. RADM Baker ,  Commander 
Amphibious Group Three (CPG-3) v i s i t s  TARAWA. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  P i e r  7 
N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  End o f  PHIBREFTRA. 
Moored a t  P i e r  7 N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
Underway f rom P i e r  7 N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
B e g i n  E x e r c i s e  KERNEL BLITZ 89-1. Anchored o f f  
Coronado Roads (Anchorage 170) .  CPG-3 and 
Commander, E l e v e n t h  Mar ine  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  U n i t  
( 1 1 t h  MEU) embarked. Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  
Underway from anchorage. Conducted F l i g h t  
O p e r a t i o n s .  Anchored o f f  Camp Pend le ton ,  Ca. COL 
Kuhn, Commander M a r i n e  A i r  Group 50 and BGEN 
Eschelman, Commander F i f t h  Mar ine  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  
B r i g a d e  embark TARAWA.  Underway from anchorage. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted Amphibious Opera t i ons .  Conducted 
F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  BGEN Huckabee, Commander 
M a r i n e  Corps Base, Camp Pend le ton ,  Ca v i s i t s  
TARAWA.  
Conducted Amphibious O p e r a t i o n s .  Conducted 
F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted Amphibious Opera t i ons .  Conducted 
F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  COL R o t h w e l l ,  Commander 
Reg imen ta l  Land ing  Team 5 and CAPT Grabowsky, 
Commander N a v a l  S p e c i a l  War Group One v i s i t  
TARAWA. 
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Conducted 
Amphibious O p e r a t i o n s .  Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Conducted C h e m i c a l / B i o l o g i c a l /  
R a d i a t i o n  D r i l l .  Conducted n i g h t - t i m e  Underway 
R e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USNS K a w i s h i w i .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  LTGEN Godf rey ,  
F l e e t  Mar ine  Fo rce  P a c i f i c  v i s i t s  TARAWA. 



03 Feb 

04 Feb 

05 Feb 

06 Feb 

07 Feb 

08 Feb 

14  Mar 

15 Mar 

16 Mar 

E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted Amphibious O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
VADM K ihune,  Commander N a v a l  S u r f a c e  Fo rces  
P a c i f i c  and MGEN Monahan, Commander F i r s t  Mar ine  
E x p e d i t i o n a r y  B r i g a d e  v i s i t  TARAWA. Anchored o f f  
Camp Pend le ton ,  Ca. 
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Quar te rs .  Conducted 
Amphib ious O p e r a t i o n s .  Conducted F l i g h t  
O p e r a t i o n s .  MGEN M i l l e r ,  Commander T h i r d  Mar ine  
A i r c r a f t  Wing v i s i t s  TARAWA. 
Conducted Amphibious Opera t i ons .  Conducted 
F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  BGEN H a m i l t o n ,  Commander 
F i r s t  F o r c e  S e r v i c e  Suppor t  Group v i s i t s  TARAWA. 
Underway f rom anchorage o f f  Camp Pend le ton ,  Ca. 
Conducted Amphibious Opera t i ons .  Anchored o f f  
Camp Pend le ton ,  Ca. Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
MGEN Monahan (1ST MEF) and Commander, Seventh 
Combat A v i a t i o n  B r i g a d e  v i s i t  TARAWA.  
Conducted Amphibious O p e r a t i o n s .  Conducted 
F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  Commander Amphibious Group 
Three debarks .  Underway from anchorage o f f  Camp 
Pend le ton ,  Ca. 
Anchored o f f  Camp Pend le ton ,  Ca. Conducted 
Amphibious Opera t i ons .  Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  BGEN Eschelman ( 5 t h  MEB) debarks.  
End o f  E x e r c i s e  KERNEL BLITZ 89-1. Underway f rom 
anchorage. Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  P i e r  7 N a v a l  
S t a t i o n  San Diego.  

08 Feb - 12  Mar Moored a t  P i e r  7 Nava l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
16  Feb E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
23 Feb E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
10 Mar Change o f  Command - CAPT T.L. Blackmon r e l i e v e d  

by CAPT W.R. F l a d d  as Commanding O f f i c e r .  RADM 
Donovan, Commander N a v a l  M i l i t a r y  P e r s o n n e l  
Command i s  t h e  gues t  speaker .  

13  Mar Underway f rom P i e r  7 N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
CAPT D u r b i n ,  Commander Amphibious Squadron One 
(CPR-1) embarked. Conducted Amphib ious 
Opera t i ons .  Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Anchored o f f  Camp Pend le ton ,  Ca. Underway f rom 
anchorage o f f  Camp Pend le ton ,  Ca. 
Conducted N a v a l  G u n f i r e  Suppor t  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted Amphib ious O p e r a t i o n s .  Conducted 
F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  
Q u a r t e r s .  CPR-1 debarks .  
Conducted underway r e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USNS K a w i s h i w i  
end ing  w i t h  normal  breakaway. Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  P i e r  7 Nava l  
S t a t i o n  San Diego.  

16 Mar - 20 Mar Moored a t  P i e r  7 Nava l  S t a t i o n  San Diego. 
2 1  Mar Underway f rom P i e r  7 Nava l  S t a t i o n  San D iego f o r  



2 1  Mar - 09 Apr 
30 Mar 
10 Apr 

11 Apr 

12  Apr 

13  Apr 

14  Apr 

14  Apr - 23 Apr 
24 Apr 

25 Apr 

26 Apr 
27 Apr 

28 Apr 

29 Apr 

30 Apr 

0 1  May 
02 May 
03 May 

04 May 

05 May 

06 May 

07 May 

Underway M a t e r i a l  I n s p e c t i o n  p o r t i o n  o f  I n -  
S e r v i c e  I n s p e c t i o n .  Tes ted  anchor .  Conducted a 
f u l l  power b u i l d - u p .  Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  P i e r  7 
N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
Moored a t  P i e r  7 Nava l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Underway from P i e r  7 Nava l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Conducted Nava l  
G u n f i r e  Suppor t  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  (85  rounds  
expended).  
Conducted Amphibious Opera t i ons .  CPR-1 embarks. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted Amphibious O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted underway r e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USNS K a w i s h i w i  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  
P i e r  7 N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
Moored a t  P i e r  7 N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San Diego. 
Underway from P i e r  7 Nava l  S t a t i o n  San D iego t o  
b e g i n  E x e r c i s e  KERNEL USHER 89-2. CPR-1 and 1 1 t h  
MEU embarked. Conducted Amphibious Opera t i ons .  
Anchored o f f  Camp Pend le ton ,  Ca. Conducted 
F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  Conducted Amphibious 
Opera t i ons .  Underway f rom anchorage. CAPT 
Santamar ia ,  Commander, Amphib ious Squadron Three 
v i s i t s  TARAWA. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Conducted underway r e f u e l i n g  
o f  USS B r i s t o l  County w i t h  no rma l  breakaway. 
RADM Baker (CPG-3) and RADM Mercer ,  Commander, 
C a r r i e r  Group Seven v i s i t  TARAWA.  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
MGEN Monahan (1ST MEB) v i s i t s  TARAWA. Conducted 
gunnery e x e r c i s e  (10 rounds expended).  
Conducted Amphibious O p e r a t i o n s .  CAPT L e v i e n ,  
Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS Vancouver v i s i t s  TARAWA. 
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted Amphibious O p e r a t i o n s .  
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted Amphibious Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted Amphib ious Opera t i ons .  Conducted 
F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  F i r e d  SRBOC Chaff t o  
s t a r b o a r d  - 3 rounds.  Conducted underway 
r e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USNS K a w i s h i w i  w i t h  n o r m a l  
breakaway. 
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  Conducted economy t r i a l s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted Amphibious Opera t i ons .  
Conducted ECC d r i l l s .  Conducted F l i g h t  
O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  



07 May - 13 Jun 
07 Jun 
08 Jun 
14  Jun 

14  Jun - 19 Jun 
20 Jun 

2 1  Jun 

22 Jun 

22 Jun - 07 J u l  
08 J u l  

09 J u l  
10 J u l  

11 J u l  
12 J u l  

13 J u l  

15 J u l  

16 J u l  

17 J u l  
19 J u l  

20 J u l  

E x e r c i s e  KERNEL USHER 89-2 ends. Moored p o r t  
s i d e  t o  P i e r  7  Nava l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
Moored a t  P i e r  7  Nava l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
Conducted s t e r n  g a t e  b a l l a s t  o p e r a t i o n s .  
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Quar te rs .  
Underway from P i e r  7  Nava l  S t a t i o n  San D iego f o r  
Dependent 's  C r u i s e .  Conducted Amphibious 
O p e r a t i o n s .  Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Anchored a t  Coronado Roads. Underway f rom 
anchorage. Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  P i e r  7 Nava l  
S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
Moored a t  P i e r  7 N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
Underway from P i e r  7  Nava l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  CPR-1 embarked. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted Amphibious Opera t i ons .  Conducted 
F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  CPR-1 d e p a r t s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted underway r e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USNS 
K a w i s h i w i .  Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted gunnery e x e r c i s e  f o r  Mount 5 1  - 10 
rounds expended. Moored s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  P i e r  8  
N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  
Moored a t  P i e r  8  Nava l  S t a t i o n  San D iego.  
Underway from P i e r  8  N a v a l  S t a t i o n  San D iego f o r  
WESTPAC Deployment.  CPR-1 and 1 1 t h  MEU embarked. 
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Conducted F l i g h t  
O p e r a t i o n s .  Retarded c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform 
w i t h  +8U t i m e  zone. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  Retarded c l o c k s  one 
hour  t o  conform w i t h  + 9 V  t i m e  zone. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted underway r e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USS 
W i l l a m e t t e .  Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Retarded c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform w i t h  +10W 
t i m e  zone. 
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Quar te rs .  Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  Retarded c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform 
w i t h  +11X t i m e  zone. Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Conducted Gunnery 
E x e r c i s e .  
Retarded c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform w i t h  +12Y 
t i m e  zone. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Advanced c l o c k s  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  t o  conform 
w i t h  -12M t i m e  zone. Conducted F l i g h t  
O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted Gunnery E x e r c i s e  - Mount 51. E i g h t  
rounds expended. Retarded c l o c k s  one hour  t o  
conform w i t h  -11L t i m e  zone. 
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  



2 1  J u l  

22 J u l  
23 J u l  

24 J u l  

25 J u l  
26 J u l  

27 J u l  

29 J u l  
30 J u l  
3 1  J u l  
0 1  Aug 

02 Aug 

03 Aug 

04 Aug 

05 Aug 

06 Aug 
07 Aug 

Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Retarded c l o c k s  one 
hour  t o  conform w i t h  -1DK t i m e  zone. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Retarded c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform w i t h  -91  
t i m e  zone. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Conducted underway 
r e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USNS Passumpsic. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Moored s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  P i e r  8, B e r t h s  82 and 
83, Pusan, South  Korea. 
Executed p e r s o n n e l  r e c a l l .  S o r t i e d  f rom P i e r  8 
Pusan, South  Korea t o  a v o i d  Typhoon Judy. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted underway r e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USNS 
Passumpsic. Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Slowed t o  f i v e  k n o t s  t o  a v o i d  t r a c k  o f  T r o p i c a l  
Storm L o l a .  Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Anchored i n  Anchorage 8-217, Buckner Bay, 
Okinawa, Japan. Underway f rom Anchorage 8-217, 
Buckner Ray, Okinawa, Japan. Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  
Conducted Gunnery E x e r c i s e .  F i r e d  200 rounds  
f rom Mount 21. F i r e d  200 rounds  f rom Mount 22. 
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  F i r e d  f o u r  rounds 
f rom Mount 51. F i r e d  s i x  rounds  f rom Mount 52. 
F i r e d  49 rounds f rom 20mm Mount 25. F i r e d  one 
round f rom 20mm Mount 21. F i r e d  49 rounds f rom 
20mm Mount 22. F i r e d  49 rounds f rom 20mm Mount 
23. F i r e d  49 rounds f rom 20mm mount 24. F i r e d  
two rounds  f rom 20mm Mount 26. Conducted F l i g h t  
O p e r a t i o n s .  Re ta rded  c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform 
w i t h  -8H t i m e  zone. 
Passed t h r o u g h  Luzon S t r a i t s .  Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  Anchored i n  
Anchorage C-10, Sub ic  Bay, R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s .  Underway f rom Anchorage C-10. 
Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  A lava  P i e r  E x t e n s i o n ,  Sub ic  
Bay, RP. 

07 Aug - 13 Aug Moored a t  A lava  P i e r  E x t e n s i o n ,  Sub ic  Bay, RP. 
08 Aug Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
09 Aug Conducted s t e r n  g a t e  b a l l a s t  o p e r a t i o n s .  
11 Aug Conducted s t e r n  g a t e  b a l l a s t  o p e r a t i o n s .  
13  Aug S e c u r i t y  a l e r t  c a l l e d  away f o r  p o s s i b l e  bomb on 

p i e r .  Secured f rom bomb t h r e a t .  Conducted s t e r n  
g a t e  b a l l a s t  o p e r a t i o n s .  

14 Aug Underway f rom A lava  P i e r  E x t e n s i o n ,  Sub ic  Bay, 
RP. Moored t o  Buoy No. 19 i n  Sub ic  Bay. Underway 
f rom Buoy No. 19. Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
CPR-1 d e p a r t s .  

15 Aug Conducted Amphibious Opera t i ons .  Anchored i n  



16 Aug 

17 Aug 

18 Aug 

19 Aug 
20 Aug 
2 1  Aug 
22 Aug 

23 A u ~  - 25 A u ~  
26 Aug 

27 Aug 

28 Aug 

30 Aug 

3 1  Aug 
0 1  Sep 

02 Sep 
03 Sep 
04 Sep 

05 Sep 

06 Sep 

07 Sep 

Anchorage C-10, Sub ic  Bay, RP. Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  ASWWINGSPAC v i s i t s  TARAWA. Underway 
from Anchorage C-10, Sub ic  Bay, RP. CPR-1 
embarked. Conducted N i g h t  V i s i o n  Goggle 
o p e r a t i o n s .  
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Retarded c l o c k s  one 
hour  t o  conform t o  -7G t i m e  zone. 
Conducted s h i p h a n d l i n g  e x e r c i s e  w i t h  USS 
Vancouver. Conducted N i g h t  V i s i o n  Goggles 
Opera t i ons .  
Conducted D e c e p t i v e  L i g h t i n g  E x e r c i s e .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Anchored i n  G u l f  o f  T h a i l a n d  o f f  P h a t t a y a  Beach, 
T h a i l a n d .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Underway f rom anchorage o f f  P a t t a y a  Beach, 
T h a i l a n d .  B e g i n  E x e r c i s e  THALAY T H A I  89-9. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  LTGEN Godf rey ,  
Commander, F l e e t  Mar ine  Fo rce  P a c i f i c  v i s i t s  
TARAWA.  E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Conducted 
Amphibious O p e r a t i o n s  f o r  R-Day o f  THALAY T H A I  
89-9. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Conducted 
Amphibious O p e r a t i o n s  f o r  D-Day o f  THALAY T H A I  
8 9 - 9 .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
R o y a l  T h a i  Navy A d m i r a l  and Commander, Seventh 
F l e e t ,  ADM Chase v i s i t  TARAWA. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Emergency m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  a  T h a i  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l  a l o n g s i d e .  A 
23 y r  o l d  Tha i ,  Dang B o o t i t y o ,  was d iagnosed 
w i t h  an a v u l s i o n  l a c e r a t i o n  and a  second degree 
a n k l e  s p r a i n .  He was t r e a t e d  and m e d i v a c ' e d  t o  
S a t t a h i p ,  T h a i l a n d .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  Advanced cJocks one 
hour  t o  conform w i t h  -8H t i m e  zone. ~ x ~ r c i s e  
THALAY THAI ends. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted underway r e f u e l i n g  w i t h  
USNS Passumpsic. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Two S o v i e t  TU-16 
Badgers s i g h t e d  f l y i n g  l ow .  
Conducted Gunnery E x e r c i s e  - f i r e d  one round  
from Mount 52. Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  



08 Sep 
10 Sep 
11 Sep 

11 Sep - 27 Sep 
16 Sep 
2 1  Sep 

27 Sep 

28 Sep 

29 Sep 

30 Sep 

0 1  Oct  
03 Oct  

04 Oct  
05 Oct  

06 Oct  

07 Oct  
08 Oct  
09 Oct  

10 Oct  

11 Oct  

12  Oct - 16 Oct 
17 Oct 

18 Oct 

19 Oct  

E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  Anchored i n  
Anchorage C-10, Sub ic  Bay, RP. Dragg ing  o f  
anchor  r e p o r t e d  by N a v i g a t o r .  Underway f rom 
Anchorage C-10 due t o  heavy winds i n  h a r b o r .  
Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  A lava  P i e r  E x t e n s i o n ,  Sub ic  
Bay, RP. 
Moored a t  A lava  P i e r  E x t e n s i o n ,  Sub ic  Bay, RP. 
Conducted F l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  p o r t .  
S e c u r i t y  A l e r t  c a l l e d  away f o r  swimmers i n  t h e  
wa te r  (BEARING GUARD 8 9 ) .  
Underway from A lava  P i e r  E x t e n s i o n ,  Sub ic  Bay 
f o r  E x e r c i s e  PACEX 89. Conducted F l i g h t  
O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s  f o r  Mass C o n f l a g r a t i o n  D r i l l .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  Advanced c l o c k s  one 
hour  t o  conform w i t h  -91  t i m e  zone. E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s  f o r  Mass C o n f l a g r a t i o n  D r i l l .  
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s  f o r  Mass 
C o n f l a g r a t i o n  D r i l l .  Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  A l o n g s i d e  USNS 
Hassayampa f o r  r e f u e l i n g .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
A l o n g s i d e  USS W i c h i t a  f o r  r e f u e l i n g .  Conducted 
F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted Underway R e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USNS 
Ponchatou la .  Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Conducted F l i g h t  
Opera t i ons .  
USS Downes r e p o r t s  two men ove rboard  and 
r e q u e s t s  a s s i s t a n c e .  Conducted F l i g h t  
O p e r a t i o n s .  Detached f rom s e a r c h  and rescue  
o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  men ove rboard  f rom USS Downes. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Anchored i n  Outer  
Harbor ,  Pohang, South  Korea. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Underway from 
Anchorage i n  Outer  Harbo r ,  Pohang, South  Korea. 
D e s t r o y e r  Squadron 35 embarked. Conducted 
Underway R e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USNS Passumpsic. 
Conducted V e r t i c a l  Replenishment  f rom USNS 
Passumpsic. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  Deputy Commandant, 
R e p u b l i c  o f  Korea Mar ine  Corps and F i r s t  Mar ine  
A i r  Wing v i s i t  TARAWA.  



20 Oct 

25 Oct 

26 Oct 

27 Oct 
28 Oct  

30 Oct  

30 Oct  - 05 NOV 
3 1  Oct  
05 Nov 
06 Nov 

07 Nov 

08 Nov 

09 Nov 
10 Nov 

11 Nov 

11 N O V  - 19 NOV 
19 Nov 

20 Nov 
22 Nov 

27 Nov 

28 Nov 

29 Nov 

30 Nov 

01  Dec 
02 Dec 

04 Dec 

Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  ADM Chase, 
Commander, Seventh F l e e t  v i s i t s  T A R A W A .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  ADM Chase, 
Commander, Seventh F l e e t  v i s i t s  TARAWA.  
D e s t r o y e r  Squadron 35 debarks .  Conducted 
Underway R e f u e l i n g  w i t h  USNS Ponchatou la .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e  PACEX 89 
ends. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  
I n d i a  P i e r ,  B e r t h s  7 and 8, Sasebo, Japan. 
Moored a t  I n d i a  P i e r ,  Sasebo, Japan. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted   light Opera t i ons .  Underway f rom I n d i a  
P i e r ,  Sasebo, Japan. Retarded c l o c k s  one hour  
t o  conform w i t h  -8H t i m e  zone. 
Conducted Gunnery E x e r c i s e .  F i r e d  f i v e  rounds 
from Mount 51. F i r e d  f i v e  rounds from Mount 52. 
F i r e d  200 rounds f rom Mount 22. F i r e d  200 rounds 
f rom Mount 21. Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Anchored a t  C-16 
Anchorage, Sub ic  Bay, RP. Underway from C-16 
Anchorage, Sub ic  Bay, RP t o  a v o i d  e f f e c t s  o f  
h i g h  winds i n  h a r b o r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Super 
Typhoon Sarah.  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  
A lava  P i e r  E x t e n s i o n ,  Sub ic  Bay, RP. 
Moored a t  A lava  P i e r  E x t e n s i o n ,  Sub ic  Bay, RP. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  Underway f rom A lava  
P i e r  E x t e n s i o n ,  Sub ic  Bay RP. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Moored t o  Buoy A-51, V i c t o r i a  Harbo r ,  Hong Kong, 
BCC. 
Moored a t  Buoy A-51, V i c t o r i a  Harbor ,  Hong Kong, 
BCC. 
Underway f rom Buoy A-51, V i c t o r i a  Harbor ,  Hong 
Kong, BCC. 
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s  f o r  Main Space 
F i r e  D r i l l .  
Advanced c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform w i t h  -91  
t i m e  zone. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  GEN We l l s ,  
Commander, F i r s t  Mar ine  A i r  Wing, v i s i t s  TARAWA. 
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  E x e r c i s e d  a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS 
Anchorage v i s i t s  TARAWA. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Advanced c l o c k s  one 



05 Dec 
06 Dec 

07 Dec 
08 Dec 

09 Dec 

11 Dec 

1 2  Dec 

13 Dec 

14 Dec 
15 Dec 

16  Dec 

17 Dec 
18  Dec 

19 Dec 

hour  t o  conform w i t h  -10K t i m e  zone. Conducted 
Underway Rep l i shmen t  w i t h  USNS Passumpsic.  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Advanced c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform w i t h  -11L 
t i m e  zone. Out Chop from Seventh F l e e t  t o  
T h i r d  F l e e t .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Advanced c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform w i t h  -12M 
t i m e  zone. E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s  f o r  ECC 
D r i l l s .  Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Re ta rded  
c l o c k s  24 hou rs  t o  conform w i t h  +12Y t i m e  zone. 
Advanced c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform w i t h  +11X 
t i m e  zone. Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Advanced c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform w i t h  +10W 
t i m e  zone. Conducted an Underway R e f u e l i n g  w i t h  
USS W i l l a m e t t e .  Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Moored s t a r b o a r d  
s i d e  t o  P i e r  K-10, P e a r l  Ha rbo r ,  Hawa i i .  
Embarked 99 male dependents and g u e s t s  f o r  
t r a n s i t  t o  San Diego.  Underway f rom P i e r  K-10, 
P e a r l  Ha rbo r ,  Hawa i i .  
E x e r c i s e d  a t  Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  Conducted a Man 
Overboard D r i l l .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  
Advanced c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform w i t h  +9V 
t i m e  zone. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Conducted Gunnery 
E x e r c i s e .  F i r e d  50 rounds  from 20mm Mount 25. 
F i r e d  f o u r  rounds  from S a l u t i n g  B a t t e r i e s .  F i r e d  
200 rounds  f rom Mount 22. F i r e d  200 rounds f rom 
Mount 21. F i r e d  f i v e  rounds  f rom Mount 51. 
F i r e d  f o u r  rounds  f rom Mount 52. 
Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Advanced c l o c k s  one hour  t o  conform w i t h  +8U 
t i m e  zone. Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  
Conducted F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s .  Anchored o f f  D e l  
Mar Boa t  B a s i n ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  O f f l o a d e d  mar ines  
and e q u i p .  Underway f rom anchorage o f f  D e l  Mar 
Boat  B a s i n ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  CPR-1 debarks .  

20 Dec Conducted F l i g h t  Opera t i ons .  Moored p o r t  s i d e  t o  
P i e r  8 Nava l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  

20 Dec - 3 1  Dec Moored a t  P i e r  8  Nava l  S t a t i o n  San Diego.  

( f )  Narrative History 

A f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t i n g  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g  (REFTRA) i n  
December 1988, TARAWA began 1989 o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  Sou the rn  C a l i f o r n i a  
OPAREAS w i t h  Amphibious R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g  (PHIBREFTRA) f rom 11 - 17 
January  and a m a j o r  e x e r c i s e ,  KERNEL BLITZ 89-1, f rom 25 January  - 8 
Februa ry .  

Capt.  W i r t  R. F l a d d  r e l i e v e d  Capt.  Thomas L. Blackmon on 10 March 
and s u c c e s s f u l l y  gu ided  TARAWA t h r o u g h  an I n  S e r v i c e  I n s p e c t i o n  
( I N S U R V )  from 16  - 2 1  March and a Supp ly  Management Assessment (SMA). 



Upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  INSURV and SMA, TARAWA p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
a n o t h e r  ma jo r  e x e r c i s e ,  KERNEL USHER 89-2, o f f  t h e  Southern  C a l i f o r n i a  
c o a s t  from 24 A p r i l  - 7 May. RADM Edward 8. Baker ,  J r . ,  Commander, 
Amphibious Group Three was embarked onboard f o r  t h i s  e x e r c i s e .  

Though schedu led  t o  dep loy  t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  on 20 June, some 
d i s t r e s s i n g  e v e n t s  i n  Panama caused a d e l a y  u n t i l  8 J u l y  as TARAWA 
a c t e d  as t h e  Ready Amphibious S h i p  f o r  t r o o p s  on s tandby.  

TARAWA dep loyed  t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  from 8 J u l y  - 20 December 
as t h e  f l a g s h i p  o f  Amphibious Readiness Group A l f a  (ARG A l f a )  under  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Capt.  James L. D u r b i n ,  J r . ,  Commander, Amphibious 
Squadron One. ARG A l f a  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e x e r c i s e s  THALAY T H A I ,  PACEX 
'89 ,  VALIANT MARK 89-9 and VALIANT BLITZ 90-1. 

TARAWA made p o r t  c a l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  deployment  t o  Pusan, South 
Korea; Buckner Bay. Okinawa, Japan ( t w i c e ) ;  Sub ic  Bay, R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s  ( t h r e e  t i m e s ) ;  P h a t t a y a  Beach, T h a i l a n d ;  Sasebo, Japan; 
Hong Kong, BCC and P e a r l  Harbor ,  H i .  

One o f  TARAWA's f a v o r i t e  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  deployment  was 
t r o p i c a l  c y c l o n e  evas ion .  Typhoon Judy caused TARAWA t o  s o r t i e  f rom 
Pusan, South Korea two days ahead o f  schedu le ;  T r o p i c a l  Storm L o l a  
de layed  TARAWA's a r r i v a l  i n  Buckner Bay by 24 hou rs ;  Typhoon Sarah 
l a t e r  caused TARAWA t o  s i t  o f f  t h e  southwest  c o a s t  o f  Luzon f o r  a day 
b e f o r e  i t  sudden ly  moved no r thward ;  and Super Typhoon I r m a  p r e v e n t e d  
TARAWA f rom approach ing  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s  d u r i n g  t h e  coup d ' e t a t  
a t t e m p t  a g a i n s t  P r e s i d e n t  Corazon Aquino i n  December as winds o f  130 
k n o t s  and maximum seas o f  42 f e e t  b a r r e d  t h e  way. 

TARAWA a r r i v e d  o f f  Camp Pend le ton ,  C A  on 19 December and o f f l o a d e d  
t h e  embarked M a r i n e  t r o o p s  and t h e i r  equipment.  TARAWA r e t u r n e d  home 
t o  San D iego a t  1000 on 20 December t o  a tremendous crowd o f  f a m i l y  
and f r i e n d s .  TARAWA began a w e l l - d e s e r v e d  stand-down p e r i o d  on 2 1  
December, r e m a i n i n g  p i e r s i d e  t h r o u g h  t h e  end o f  1989. 

( g )  Statistical and Mission Highlights 

(1) Supply Department 

TARAWA's Supp ly  Depar tment  had an e x t r e m e l y  busy and s u c c e s s f u l  
yea r  i n  1989. E x e r c i s e  KERNEL BLITZ 89-1  i n  January was TARAWA's 
f i r s t  ma jo r  amphib ious e x e r c i s e  i n  ove r  two y e a r s  and t h e  Supply  
D e p a r t m e n t ' s  f i r s t  s u p p o r t  c h a l l e n g e  o f  t h e  y e a r .  KERNEL BLITZ was 
f o l l o w e d  c l o s e l y  by TARAWA's Change o f  Command, INSURV and a Supply  
Management Assessment (SMA), a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  month o f  March. I n  A p r i l ,  
t h e  Supply  Depar tment  suppor ted  e x e r c i s e  KERNEL USHER 89-2, t h e  l a s t  
ma jo r  work-up p r i o r  t o  TARAWA's deployment  t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  on 
08 J u l y .  

The Supp ly  Department had two s i g n i f i c a n t  successes d u r i n g  t h e  
yea r .  I n  March, a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  SMA, TARAWA's Supp ly  
Depar tment  l e a r n e d  t h a t  i t  had earned grades  o f  e x c e l l e n t  i n  a l l  



i n s p e c t e d  f u n c t i o n a l  a reas  and had q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  Supply  Department 
E x c e l l e n c e  Award, t h e  Supp ly  B l u e  "El1. I n  October ,  TARAWA was 
o f f i c i a l l y  awarded t h e  B l u e  "El1,  becoming t h e  f i r s t  West Coast LHA 
e v e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  honor .  

The second s i g n i f i c a n t  success o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  
deployment ,  d u r i n g  wh ich  TARAWA s u c c e s s f u l l y  demonst ra ted  t h a t  h a r d  
work and pre-dep loyment  p l a n n i n g  pay b i g  d i v i d e n d s .  D u r i n g  t h e  
deployment ,  TARAWA s u p p o r t e d  24 h e l i c o p t e r s  f rom HMM-163 and ach ieved  
an o v e r a l l  M i s s i o n  Capable r a t e  o f  ove r  88%, w e l l  above t h e  
COMNAVAIRPAC F o r c e  g o a l .  COMNAVAIRPAC commended TARAWA1s Supply/AIMD 
Departments and HMM-163 as t h e  " B l u e p r i n t  f o r  Successn f o r  f u t u r e  
deployments.  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  TARAWA's Supp ly  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s e t  
a l l  t i m e  r e c o r d s  i n  s h i p ' s  s t o r e  s a l e s ,  food s e r v i c e  and ADP s u p p o r t ,  
and was t h e  deployment  p r o t o t y p e  f o r  COMNAVSURFPAC f o r  a  new 
d i s b u r s i n g  p a y r o l l  system. 

The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  key  i n d i c a t o r s  f o r  1989 f rom each D i v i s i o n  
w i t h i n  t h e  Supp ly  Depar tment :  

S-1 ( S t o c k  C o n t r o l )  

D u r i n g  1989, t h e  S t o c k  C o n t r o l  D i v i s i o n  p rocessed  ove r  17,000 
s t o c k  r e q u i s i t i o n s  and 6,000 d i r e c t - t u r n o o v e r  (DTO) r e q u i s i t i o n s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  S-1 a d m i n i s t e r e d / a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  funds :  

S u p p l i e s  - and Equipaqe 

NR Other  T o t a l  

Granted  $2,053,077.00 $1,272,074.03 $3,325,151.03 
O b l i g a t e d  2,053,068.11 1,272,055.12 3,325,123.23 

------------ ------------ ------------ 
Year End Ba lance 8.89 18.91 27.80 

A v i a t i o n  F l i g h t  Maintenance 

7L 9s  T o t a l  

Granted  $ 560,000.00 $1,320,690.00 $1,880,690.00 
O b l i g a t e d  559,946.95 1,320,678.60 1,880,625.55 

---------- ------------ ------------ 
Year End Ba lance 53.05 11.40 64.45 

F l i g h t  O p e r a t i o n s  

Gran ted  
O b l i g a t e d  

Ba lance 

T o t a l  



S-2 (Food Service) 

TARAWA's Food S e r v i c e  o p e r a t i o n  s e t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  f o r  LHAs d u r i n g  
1989. A f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  " b r e a k i n g - i n "  d u r i n g  s e v e r a l  amphib ious 
e x e r c i s e s  e a r l y  i n  1989, t h e  Food S e r v i c e  D i v i s i o n  earned h i g h  p r a i s e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  March Supp ly  Management Assessment (SMA) f o r  c l e a n l i n e s s ,  
s a n i t a t i o n ,  i n v e n t o r y  v a l i d i t y  and g a l l e y  o p e r a t i o n s .  D u r i n g  t h e  
Western P a c i f i c  deployment ,  Food S e r v i c e  p repared  over  1 m i l l i o n  meals 
and s u c c e s s f u l l y  s u p p o r t e d  a  l a r g e  number of  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
s e v e r a l  p i z z a  l lp ig -ou ts" ,  Wardroom " d i n i n g - i n s " ,  a  f l i g h t - d e c k  p i c n i c ,  
Texas barbeque n i g h t ,  an i c e  cream s o c i a l  and numerous s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  
f o r  v i s i t i n g  VIP and T i g e r  C r u i s e  p e r s o n n e l .  

J u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  deployment ,  t h e  mess deck a r e a  underwent  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  h a b i l i t a b i l i t y  upgrade.  I n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  p o r t a b l e  t a b l e s  
and c h a i r s  wh ich  had e x i s t e d  s i n c e  t h e  s h i p  was commissioned, f i x e d  
s e a t i n g  l lMcDonald 's-s ty le l l  t a b l e s  were i n s t a l l e d .  The i n s t a l l a t i o n  
g r e a t l y  improved t h e  o v e r a l l  appearance o f  t h e  crew d i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  
and i n c r e a s e d  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  by over  30%. 

Throughout  t h e  yea r ,  t h e  food  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t i o n  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
by  i n t e n s i v e  p l a n n i n g  and a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  
deployment .  F requen t  o p e r a t i o n a l  changes made p r o v i s i o n s  l o a d s  and 
meal  schedu les  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p l a n .  Food S e r v i c e  D i v i s i o n  remained 
f u l l y  p r o v i s i o n e d  by e f f e c t i v e l y  p l a n n i n g  l o a d o u t s  and w o r k i n g  l o n g  
hours  i n p o r t  and d u r i n g  underway r e p l e n i s h m e n t s  t o  r e c e i v e  as many 
s t o r e s  as p o s s i b l e .  

The Food S e r v i c e  D i v i s i o n  was r e p e a t e d l y  commended d u r i n g  t h e  year  
by embarked t r o o p s ,  v i s i t i n g  d i g n i t a r i e s  and crew members f o r  t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  food  s e r v i c e  s u p p o r t  on boa rd  TARAWA. Hard work by 
many o f  TARAWA4s cooks, messcooks and s u p p o r t  f rom t h e  embarked 
Mar ines  combined w i t h  c o n s i s t e n t  equipment s u p p o r t  from t h e  
E n g i n e e r i n g  Depar tment  t o  ensure  success d u r i n g  t h e  e x t r e m e l y  heavy 
o p e r a t i n g  c y c l e  exper ienced  d u r i n g  1989. 

S-3 (Sales and Services) 

D u r i n g  1989, t h e  Sa les  and S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  b r o k e  a l l  p r e v i o u s  
r e c o r d s  f o r  s a l e s  i n  t h e  s h i p ' s  s t o r e .  D u r i n g  t h e  deployment ,  ove r  
$800,000 i n  s a l e s  were made t h r o u g h  t h e  s t o r e  and t h e  vend ing  machine 
o p e r a t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d u r i n g  t h e  June-September q u a r t e r  t h e  s t o r e  
g rossed  ove r  $465,000 i n  s a l e s  -- an a l l  t i m e  TARAWA r e c o r d  f o r  a  
s i n g l e  q u a r t e r .  These f i g u r e s  were made p o s s i b l e  by e x t e n s i v e  p r e -  
deployment  p l a n n i n g  and l o a d o u t s ,  and by e n l i g h t e n e d  s t o c k  management 
and merchand is ing .  

D u r i n g  1989, a  t o t a l  o f  $188,000 i n  s h i p ' s  s t o r e  p r o f i t s  were 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  TARAWA's Wel fa re  and R e c r e a t i o n  Fund. 

TARAWA1s S a l e s  and S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  e x c e p t i o n a l  
s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  crew and embarked t r o o p s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  year  by 
o f f e r i n g  e x c e l l e n t  l a u n d r y  and ba rbe rshop  s e r v i c e s .  



I n  J u l y ,  TARAWA became t h e  f i r s t  SUADPS r e l e a s e  3.0/Combined Gen 
o p e r a t i o n  t o  dep loy  t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  Throughout  t h e  e n t i r e  
deployment ,  ADP m a i n t a i n e d  a  system a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  ove r  95% and a  
u s e r  o n - l i n e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  78%. D u r i n g  t h e  deployment ,  t h e  ADP 
D i v i s i o n  processed ove r  25 r e o r d e r s ,  ach ieved  remarkab le  uon- t imen 
r e p o r t i n g  f o r  AV3M d a t a  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  deployment  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  
p rocessed t h e  f i r s t  year-end update  f o r  a  SUADPS Release 3.0 s h i p .  

D e s p i t e  a  90% t u r n o v e r  of  p e r s o n n e l  i n  1989, t h e  ADP D i v i s i o n  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  suppor ted  t h e  numerous d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
d i c t a t e d  by TARAWA's complex m i s s i o n s .  D u r i n g  t h e  Supp ly  Management 
Assessment (SMA), TARAWA's ADP o p e r a t i o n  was graded o u t s t a n d i n g  i n  a l l  
a reas  and was c a l l e d  t h e  " b e s t  a f l o a t  ADP o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  West CoastN 
by t h e  SMA i n s p e c t o r s .  

( 2 )  A I M D  

TARAWA's A i r c r a f t  I n t e r m e d i a t e  Maintenance Depar tment  (AIMD) 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  u p h o l d  i t s  "can do1' t r a d i t i o n  by  mee t ing  each c h a l l e n g e  
head on and exceed ing  a l l  goa ls .  TARAWA's A I M D  p e r f o r m s  b o t h  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  and i n t e r m e d i a t e  l e v e l s  o f  maintenance.  Ca lendar  y e a r  
1989 saw t h i s  depar tment  r i s e  f rom n o n - e x i s t e n c e  due t o  an e x t e n s i v e  
y a r d  p e r i o d  t o  a  f i n e  tuned  team. One t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b r e a k i n g  a l l  
r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  "Ga to r  F l e e t . "  S p e c i f i c s  i n c l u d e :  

A .  P roduc t i on /Ma in tenance :  COMNAVAIRPAC Pre-deployment  I n s p e c t i o n  
r e s u l t s  : 
1 )  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  L e v e l :  O u t s t a n d i n g  
2 )  I n t e r m e d i a t e  L e v e l :  E x c e l l e n t  

B.  Suppor t  Equipment Predeployment  I n s p e c t i o n  r e s u l t s :  

1 )  COMNAVSURFPAC 3M/PMS: 98% accompl ishment  r a t e  
2 )  COMASWWINGSPAC: O u t s t a n d i n g  
3 )  COMNAVSURFPAC: E x c e l l e n t  

C .  Surpassed a l l  CNO and CNAP g o a l s ,  a c h i e v e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  r e a d i n e s s  pe rcen tage :  

1 )  93.9%/89.9% MC/FMC o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l e v e l  r a t e s  
2) 90.5% ready  f o r  i s s u e  r a t e  f o r  I n t e r m e d i a t e  l e v e l  
3 )  97.5% ready  f o r  i s s u e  r a t e  f o r  s u p p o r t  and m a t e r i a l  h a n d l i n g  

equipment .  
4 )  M a i n t a i n e d  a  . O 1  p e r c e n t  e r r o r  r a t e  f o r  3M A v i a t i o n  

Maintenance Da ta  Program. 
5 )  Documented 89,567 maintenance man h o u r s  w i t h  no m ino r  o r  

ma jo r  s a f e t y  i n c i d e n t s .  
6 )  M a i n t a i n e d  an e n v i a b l e  ze ro  p e r c e n t  overdue r a t e  f o r  t h e  

C a l i b r a t i o n  Lab. 
7 )  A 97.8% accuracy  f o r  o i l  a n a l y s i s  c o r r e l a t i o n  program. 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y  enhanced r e p a i r  c a p a b i l i t y ,  added an 
a d d i t i o n a l  327 BE4 c a r d s  t o  t h e  ICRL. 

8 )  Deployed w i t h  60 o u t  o f  6 1  t e s t  benches f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  
h i g h e s t  eve r  f o r  an LHA. 



(3 )  A i r  Department 

The year  1989 was an e x t r e m e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  year  f o r  USS TARAWA and 
t h e  A i r  Depar tment .  From January  t h r o u g h  June t h e  depar tment  was 
e x t r e m e l y  busy, p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  numerous HMM-163 Deck Land ing  
Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  (DLQ) p e r i o d s  and e x e r c i s e s  KERNEL BLITZ and KERNEL 
USHER i n  t h e  SOCAL o p e r a t i n g  areas .  From J u l y  t h r o u g h  December TARAWA 
was dep loyed on i t s  Western P a c i f i c  deployment.  The A i r  Depar tment  
d i s p l a y e d  p r i d e  and p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  w h i l e  mee t ing  e v e r y  commitment. 

A .  S a f e t y  r e l a t e d  accoml ishments i n c l u d e :  
1 )  Set  t h e  pace i n  amphib ious  t a c t i c a l  development -- TARAWA 

was t h e  f i r s t  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  amphib ious  s h i p  t o  comple te  an 
extended f o r w a r d  deployment  f u l l y  N i g h t  V i s i o n  Goggle (NVG) 
q u a l i f i e d .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  TARAWA was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  
employment o f  t h e  f i r s t  s h i p b o a r d  NVG S tandard  O p e r a t i n g  
Procedures  (SOP) which was fundamenta l  t o  t h e  s a f e  and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  N V G  o p e r a t i o n s  e x e r c i s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  T h i r d  and 
Seventh F l e e t s .  

2 )  Completed n i n e  ma jo r  a s s a u l t s  u t i l i z i n g  N V G  under  d i v e r s e  
and c h a l l e n g i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  

3)  Accompl ished hundreds o f  day and n i g h t  v e r t i c a l  l i f t s  o f  
e x t e r n a l  c a r g o  w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t .  

4 )  A v i a t i o n  F u e l s  D i v i s i o n  pumped 1,024,470 g a l l o n s  o f  JP-5 
f u e l  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s .  

5 )  F l a w l e s s l y  execu ted  ove r  3500 a i r c r a f t  moves i n  eve ry  
c o n c e i v a b l e  weather  and deck c o n d i t i o n .  V-3 D i v i s i o n  s a f e l y  
moved t h e  e n t i r e  complement of  25 embarked a i r c r a f t  i n t o  t h e  
hangar  on two occas ions .  

B. S e l e c t e d  o p e r a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  c a l e n d a r  yea r  1989 
were: 
1 )  C l a s s  A/B F l i g h t  M i s h a p / F l i g h t  R e l a t e d  Mishap: None. 
2 )  C lass  A/B Personne l  I n j u r i e s :  None. 
3 )  Ground Mishaps: None. 
4 )  F l i g h t  S t a t i s t i c s :  

DAY NIGHT TOTAL 

a)  He lo  T a k e o f f / L a n d i n g s  9,276 4,148 13,424 
b )  VSTOL T a k e o f f / L a n d i n g s  427 0  427 
c )  T o t a l  T a k e o f f / L a n d i n g s  9,703 4,148 13,851 
d) T o t a l  F l i g h t  Hours 5,897 1,446 7,343 

(4 )  Chaplain 's  Dept 

The C h a p l a i n ' s  Dept i s  one o f  t h e  s m a l l e s t  aboard. I t s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and a s s i g n e d  t a s k s  i n c l u d e :  

A .  Eve ry  Sunday A t  Sea: 
1 )  Two Roman C a t h o l i c  Masses 
2 )  Three P r o t e s t a n t  Worship S e r v i c e s  
3)  One L a t t e r  Day S a i n t s  Lay Leader  S e r v i c e  
4 )  One I g l e s i a  De C r i s t o  S e r v i c e  



B. Every  Weekday A t  Sea: 
1 )  A 1200 B i b l e  S tudy  
2 )  A 2000 B i b l e  Study 
3 )  A 2000 Roman C a t h o l i c  Mass 

C. Eve ry  Sunday I n  P o r t :  
1 )  One P r o t e s t a n t  Worship S e r v i c e  
2 )  One Roman C a t h o l i c  Mass 

D. Monday t h r u  F r i d a y  I n  P o r t :  
1 )  A 1200 B i b l e  Study 
2 )  A Roman C a t h o l i c  Mass (When P r i e s t  i s  a v a i l a b l e )  

E. O the r :  
1 )  Two P r a y e r  B r e a k f a s t s  (One O f f i c e r  and One E n l i s t e d )  
2) Morn ing  and Even ing  P r a y e r s  ove r  1 M C  ( W h i l e  AT Sea) 
3)  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Sh ipboard  Navy R e l i e f  Program 
4) A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Sh ipboard  Red Cross N o t i f i c a t i o n s  
5 )  Maintenance and management o f  Sh ipboard  L i b r a r y  (3000+ 

books) .  L i b r a r y  i s  open e l e v e n  hours  d a i l y .  

(5)  Combat Cargo 

Combat Cargo conc luded  12 Months o f  s u c c e s s f u l  embarka t ion ,  
back load  and o f f l o a d  o f  numerous ca rgo ,  v e h i c l e s  and embarked mar ines  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  KERNEL BLITZ, KERNEL USHER and t h e  Western P a c i f i c  
deployment .  T o t a l  s h o r t  t o n s  and mar ines  t r a n s p o r t e d  a r e  as f o l l o w s :  

A .  KERNEL BLITZ (25  January  t h r u  8  Februa ry  89) 
1 )  104 V e h i c l e s  - 1,045 S/T 
2 )  Cargo - 40  S/T 
3)  Embarked Mar ines  - 1,418 

B. KERNEL USHER (24  A p r i l  t h r u  7  May 89 )  
1 )  149 V e h i c l e s  - 1,027 S/T 
2)  Cargo - 49 S/T 
3 )  Embarked Mar ines  - 1,550 

C.  Western P a c i f i c  Deployment ( 8  J u l y  - 20 December 89) 
1 )  136 V e h i c l e s  - 1,034 S / T  
2 )  Cargo - 275 S / T  
3 )  Embarked Mar ines  - 1 ,751 

( 6 )  D& Department 

I n  1989, t h e  Deck Depar tment  f e a t u r e d  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  t w e l v e  
Underway R e f u e l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  twenty -one Anchor ing  e v o l u t i o n s  and two 
Moor ing  t o  a Buoy e v o l u t i o n s  conducted by TARAWA. The s h i p  conducted 
W e l l  Deck o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  a  v a r i e d  mix  o f  amphib ious  l a n d i n g  c r a f t  
d u r i n g  Amphibious R e f r e s h i n g  T r a i n i n g ,  KERNEL BLITZ 89-1, KERNEL USHER 
89-2, VALIANT MARK 89-9, THALAY T H A I ,  PACEX '89 ,  and VALIANT BLITZ 90- 
1. D u r i n g  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  deployment ,  TARAWA was augmented by 
A C U - 1 ,  Boat  Group One, TEam Four  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f o u r  LCU1s. 



( 7 )  Combat Systems 

The Combat Systems Depa r tmen t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  h a n d l i n g  and  
c a r e  o f  a l l  o rdnance  o n b o a r d  TARAWA. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Combat Systems 
m a i n t a i n s  much o f  TARAWA's e l e c t r o n i c  g e a r  s u c h  as  a i r  and s u r f a c e  
s e a r c h  r a d a r s ,  r a d i o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  equ ipmen t ,  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  and  
o c e a n o g r a p h i c  equ ipmen t ,  gun f i r e  c o n t r o l  s ys tems  and a n t e n n a s .  

Number o f  A v i a t i o n  Ordnance Rounds r e c e i v e d  
Number o f  Ground Ordnance Rounds r e c e i v e d  
Number o f  S h i p f i l l  Ordnance Rounds r e c e i v e d  
Number o f  EOD Ordnance  Rounds r e c e i v e d  

T o t a l  Number o f  Ordnance  Rounds r e c e i v e d  

Number o f  A v i a t i o n  Ordnance Rounds e x p e n d e d / t r a n s f e r r e d  28,872 
Number o f  Ground Ordnance Rounds e x p e n d e d / t r a n s f e r r e d  418,874 
Number o f  S h i p f i l l  Ordnance Rounds e x p e n d e d / t r a n s f e r r e d  18,152 
Number o f  EOD Ordnance Rounds e x p e n d e d / t r a n s f e r r e d  1 ,020 

T o t a l  Number o f  Ordnance Rounds e x p e n d e d / t r a n s f e r r e d  466,918 

Number 
Number 
Nurr~ber 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 

511/54 Rounds expended 484 
50MM Mach ine  Gun Rounds expended 400 
20MM Mach ine  Gun Rounds expended 439 
20MM CIWS B u r s t / R o u n d s  expended 1 ,600 
S m a l l  Arms Ammun i t i on  Rounds expended  ( S h i p ' s  Comp) 15,079 
T r a i n i n g  E v o l u t i o n s  60 
Ammo On loads  22 
Ammo O f f l o a d s  7 
Ammo T r a n s a c t i o n s  1 3 1  

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s :  
N a v a l  Gun F i r e  S u p p o r t  (NGFS): O u t s t a n d i n g  

(8 )  Communications 

The Commun i ca t i ons  Depa r tmen t  s u p p o r t e d  numerous p r e - d e p l o y m e n t  
e v o l u t i o n s ,  e x e r c i s e s  and  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  P a c i f i c .  D u r i n g  
d e p l o y m e n t ,  t h e  Commun i ca t i ons  Depa r tmen t  f i g u r e d  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  
v a r i o u s  f l e e t  and  b i - l a t e r a l  e x e r c i s e s  by  p r o v i d i n g  C3 s u p p o r t  t o  
v a r i o u s  f l a g  s t a f f s ,  b o t h  Navy and M a r i n e .  I t e m s  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Commun i ca t i ons  D e p a r t m e n t  i n  1989:  

A.  R e c e i v e d  t h i r d  c o n s e c u t i v e  Green v lCvv  award  f r o m  Commander, 
N a v a l  S u r f a c e  F o r c e s  P a c i f i c .  

B. H a n d l e d  a t o t a l  o f  86,095 Messages, b o t h  v i s u a l  and e l e c t r o n i c ,  
f o r  1989.  

C. S e r v e d  as Commun i ca t i ons  C o n t r o l  C e n t e r  f o r  v a r i o u s  embarked 
s t a f f s  and d u r i n g  s e v e r a l  b i - l a t e r a l  e x e r c i s e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  
Ko rean ,  T h a i  and  Japanese N a v i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  d e p l o y m e n t .  



(9) Engineering 

A .  H o u r s  s teamed:  
P r e - d e p l o y m e n t  NR1 B o i l e r  8 9 3  NR2 B o i l e r  914  T o t a l  1 8 0 7  
D e p l o y m e n t  NR1 B o i l e r  3192 NR2 B o i l e r  3192 T o t a l  6384 

B. R e v o l u t i o n s  o f  s h a f t s :  
P r e - d e p l o y m e n t  S t a r b o a r d  5,688,000 P o r t  5,688,000 
D e p l o y m e n t  S t a r b o a r d  18,066,240 P o r t  18,066,240 

C .  Number o f  b a l l a s t / d e b a l l a s t  o p e r a t i o n s :  
P r e - d e p l o y m e n t  6  
D e p l o y m e n t  9  

D. Amount o f  F u e l  consumed: \ 

P r e - d e p l o y m e n t  1,746,805 g a l s .  
D e p l o y m e n t  4,492,558 g a l s .  

E. Amount o f  Lube O i l  consumed: 
P r e - d e p l o y m e n t  705  g a l s .  (LO) 
D e p l o y m e n t  1,050 g a l s .  (LO) 

F. Amount o f  F r e s h  Wate r  M a n u f a c t u r e d :  
P r e - d e p l o y m e n t  4,500,000 g a l s .  
D e p l o y m e n t  13,530,000 g a l s .  

(10 )  Executive Department 

A .  Admin 

O r i g i n a t e d  1 , 0 1 0  s e r i a l i z e d  p i e c e s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
P e r s o n n e l  R e c e i v e d  o n  b o a r d  4 1 4 / P e r s o n n e l  T r a n s f e r r e d  218  
D i s c h a r g e d / r e l e a s e d  9 8  p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  a c t i v e  d u t y  
Number o f  r e e n l i s t m e n t s :  8 5  
TARAWA 1988  r e e n l i s t m e n t  r a t e :  40% 
Navy A c h i e v e m e n t  M e d a l s :  34  
L e t t e r s  o f  Commendat ion:  3 6  

P o s t  O f f i c e  

Volume o f  M a i l  d i s p a t c h e d  d u r i n g  1989:  
F i r s t  C l a s s / P r i o r i t y :  27 ,689 l b s .  
F o u r t h  Class/SAM/PARCEL POST: 17,327 l b s .  

Volume o f  M a i l  r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  1989 :  
F i r s t  C l a s s / P r i o r i t y :  187,472 l b s .  
F o u r t h  Class/SAM/PARCEL POST: 96,742 l b s .  

Money O r d e r  and  Stamp s a l e s :  $1,019,263.00 

C .  M a s t e r - A t - A r m s  

UCMJ V i o l a t i o n s - - C O i s  NJP M a s t :  1 4 4  
U r i n e  Samples  c o l l e c t e d :  1 ,149  



(11)  Medical Department 

The TARAWA M e d i c a l  Depar tment  conducted  i t s  f i r s t  Western P a c i f i c  
deployment  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  new F l e e t  S u r g i c a l  Team concept  and had g r e a t  
success.  The year  1989 a l s o  marked t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  a  f r o z e n  b l o o d  
bank was a c t i v a t e d  on a  dep loyed  s h i p .  The f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i f i c s  i t e m s  
a r e  p r o v i d e d :  

Number o f  o u t p a t i e n t  v i s i t s :  
Number o f  I n - p a t i e n t s  a d m i t t e d :  
Number o f  s u r g i c a l  p rocedures :  
Number o f  L a b o r a t o r y  t e s t s  pe r fo rmed  
Number of  pharmacy u n i t s  d ispensed:  
Number o f  m e d e v a c s / l a t e r a l  t r a n s f e r s  
Number o f  X - R A Y S  taken :  
Number o f  immun iza t i ons  g i ven :  
Number of  p h y s i c a l  exams a d m i n i s t e r e d :  
Number o f  audiograms a d m i n i s t e r e d :  
Number o f  EKG's a d m i n i s t e r e d :  
Number o f  p a i r s  o f  g l a s s e s  o rde red :  
Equipment Received:  

1 )  B lood  Bank R e f r i g e r a t o r  
2 )  X-RAy Processo r  
3 )  ENT C a r t  
4 )  F i e l d  Anes thes ia  u n i t s  ( 4 )  
5 )  L a b o r a t o r y  mic roscope 

(12)  Dental  Department 

The yea r  1989 marked t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  USS TARAWA had a  
D e n t a l  Depar tment  w i t h  p r o s t h e t i c  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  A g e n e r a l  p r o s t h e t i c s  
l a b o r a t o r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  depar tment  t o  p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  f o r  
f i x e d  and removab le  p r o s t h e t i c s  t o  t h e  s h i p ' s  crew. D e n t a l  Readiness 
was e v a l u a t e d  as F u l l y  Ready by t h e  F o r c e  D e n t a l  O f f i c e r  p r i o r  t o  
TARAWA's d e p l o y i n g  t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  

D u r i n g  1989, an o l d  X-ray u n i t  was r e p l a c e d  by a  new s t a t e - o f - t h e -  
a r t  GENDEX X-ray u n i t  and a d d i t i o n a l  P e r i o - P r o  X-ray deve lope r  was 
added t o  i n c r e a s e  X-ray usage d u r i n g  deployment .  

H i g h l i g h t s  f o r  t h e  year  i n c l u d e d :  
1 )  Per fo rmed ove r  10,000 d e n t a l  p rocedures  on 3,500 Mar ines  and 

S a i l o r s  o f  t h e  Amphibious Readiness Group (ARG). 
2 )  M a i n t a i n e d  D e n t a l  Readiness a t  98% f o r  TARAWA.  
3 )  M a i n t a i n e d  D e n t a l  Readiness f o r  t h e  A R G  o v e r a l l  a t  80%. 

(13)  Operations Department 

The O p e r a t i o n s  Depar tment  pe r fo rmed  w e l l  i n  a l l  e x e r c i s e s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  yea r .  

The M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  O f f i c e  ( ~ e t r o )  p r o v i d e d  weather  b r i e f s  t o  t h e  
embarked s t a f f s  and commanding o f f i c e r  d a i l y .  They b r i e f e d  p i l o t s  and 
c o n t r o l  c e n t e r s  h o u r l y  u t i l i z i n g  a  newly  developed Weather Channel.  



D a i l y  s a t e l l i t e  images and d a i l y  weather  p r o d u c t s  from t e l e t y p e  and 
Weather-Fax g r e a t l y  a s s i s t e d  M e t r o ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  near  r e a l - t i m e  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  amphib ious r e a d i n e s s  group. 

The H e l i c o p t e r  D i r e c t i o n  Center  (HDC) m a i n t a i n e d  sa fe  approaches 
f o r  b o t h  h e l i c o p t e r s  and h a r r i e r s ,  and conducted  ove r  1,000 c a r r i e r -  
c o n t r o l l e d  l a n d i n g s  were s a f e l y  pe r fo rmed  d u r i n g  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  
deployment .  

The Combat I n f o r m a t i o n  Center  per formed as ASUWC d u r i n g  a l l  
e x e r c i s e s  and p r o v i d e d  e x c e l l e n t  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b r i d g e  and embarked 
s t a f f s .  They per formed w e l l  i n  a l l  wa r fa re  areas  as w e l l  as 
amphib ious  b o a t  c o n t r o l .  

E l e c t r o n i c  Countermeasures Module e x c e l l e d  i n  p r o v i d i n g  TARAWA 
w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l  warn ings  o f  an inbound t h r e a t  t o  t h e  Amphibious 
Readiness Group. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e y  per formed as 'lEW1l d u r i n g  a l l  
e x e r c i s e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  embarked s t a f f s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  deployment ,  t h e  P u b l i c  Affairs/CCTV O f f i c e  p r o v i d e d  
d a i l y  l i v e  newscasts,  18 hou rs  o f  l i v e  r a d i o  and t h r e e  channe ls  o f  T V  
programming. Many hours  o f  v i d e o  were f i l m e d  o f  t h e  mar ines  and 
s a i l o r s  i n  a c t i o n  b o t h  ashore ,  a t  sea and i n  t h e  a i r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
work on a c r u i s e b o o k  c o n t i n u e d  a t  a  f r a n t i c  pace. 

The J o i n t  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Cen te r  pe r fo rmed  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  b e h i n d  t h e  
c l o s e d  doors  o f  t h e  I n t e l  Center  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Amphibious 
Readiness Group, w h i l e  t h e  Photo  Lab s e r v e d  t h e  TARAWA crew and 
m i s s i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  yea r ,  p r o v i d i n g  many h i g h - q u a l i t y  p h o t o s  o f  
many i m p o r t a n t  even ts  and occas ions .  

(14) Safety  O f f i c e  

The year  1989 was a  banner year  f o r  t h e  S a f e t y  O f f i c e .  The s h i p  
was awarded t h e  CNO S u r f a c e  S h i p  S a f e t y  Award f o r  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  1 
January 1988 t o  30 June 1989. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  TARAWA was t h e  P a c i f i c  
F l e e t  nominee f o r  t e  LHA/LPH c l a s s  a v i a t i o n  s h i p s  f o r  t h e  A d m i r a l  
F l a t l e y  A v i a t i o n  S a f e t y  Award f o r  1989. 

D u r i n g  t h e  yea r ,  t h e r e  were no ma jo r  on-duty  i n j u r i e s  r e p o r t e d .  
There were e l e v e n  m ino r  on-duty  i n j u r i e s  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  27 l o s t  work 
days and e l e v e n  o f f - d u t y  i n j u r i e s  f o r  111 l o s t  work days. There was 
one f a t a l i t y  due t o  an o f f - d u t y  motor  v e h i c l e  a c c i d e n t .  

D e s p i t e  a  h i g h  tempo Western P a c i f i c  deployment ,  t h e r e  were no 
o p e r a t i o n a l  mishaps d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  c r u i s e .  The TARAWA r e t u r n e d  
f rom deolovment  w i t h  a l l  i t s  embarked a i r c r a f t  p l u s  s i x  a d d i t i o n a l  
o p l i f t  a i r c r a f t  and a l l  t h e  Mar ine  ground equ'pm n t  

?!<A&, USN 
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  


