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HISTORY OF USS SHRVEPORT (LPD-12) 1977 

SHREVEPORT ushered i n  1977 a t  Naval Station, Norfolk, VA i n  a r e s t r i c t e d  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  status, t y i ng  up the loose ends a f t e r  a 10 month major overhaul. 
With Captain B. C. MCCAFFREE i n  comnand, the ship made preparations t o  r e j o i n  
the ope ra t kna l  amphibious f leet .  January and February were occupied w i t h  on- 
loading stores, ammunition, and fuel .  

A successful NAEC F l i g h t  F a c i l i t i e s  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  was conducted between 
1-4 March w i t h  SHREVEPORT rece iv ing f u l l  l e ve l  one, c lass one status. A f t e r  
the Light-Off Examination i n  ea r l y  Apr i l ,  the sh ip  got  underway for  Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba and the crew was put  through t h e i r  paces during a h igh ly  benef ic ia l  
Refresher Train ing period, punctuated w i t h  three we1 1 deserved 1 i ber ty  days 
i n  Port-au-Prince, Ha i t i .  

June and Ju ly  were spent i n  r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  status a t  Naval 
Stat ion, Norfo l  k, VA w i t h  Rear Admiral PALMER, COMPHIBGRU TWO, v i s i t i n g  the 
sh ip  on 20 July. The underway por t ion  o f  the engineering MTT was conducted 
26-29 July. 

An Airborne Mine Counternieasures Inspection s ta r ted  August, w i t h  t h i s  suc- 
cessful inspect ion being observed add i t i ona l l y  by some 35 c i v i  1 ians and depend- 
ants who were i n v i t e d  along f o r  a week a t  sea. Addi t ional  observers f o r  the r e s t  
of the i npo r t  month included USNA Midshipmen and Women and U. S. Navy Sea Cadets. 
August a lso saw the COMPHIBRON S I X  s t a f f  move aboard w i t h  Commodore P. J. MULLOY 
breaki ng h i s  broad command pennant aboard SHREVEPORT. 

September saw SHREVEPORT reparfng f o r  Amphibious Refresher Tra in ing which 
commenced on 12 September and ! asted fo r  two and a ha l f  worthwhile weeks, cover- 
i ng  completely a l l  phases of amphibious operations. 

Following workups w i t h  a Marine Corps Ba t ta l ion  Landing Team o f f  Onslow 
Beach, N. C. dur ing 3-7 and 9-21 October, SHREVEPORT jo ined w i t h  BLT 1/2 and assumed 
dut ies  i n  the At1 an t i c  Amphibious Ready Group (LARG) on 24 October. 

Har r ie r  (AV-8A) Qua1 i f i c a t i o n  was gained on 4 November f o l l  owing several 
operations by AV-8 j e t s  on SHREVEPORT off Onslow Beach. Following an OPPE attempt- 
en t  which was aborted due t o  weather, and weekend l i b e r t y  i n  Charleston, S. C., 
SHREVEPORT operated off Savanah, GA t o  q u a l i f y  90 Amy p i l o t s  from the 24th AVN 
Ba t ta l ion  i n  a f l o a t  operations. Qual i f i .cat ions were gained i n  the UH-1, AH-1G, 
H-58, and CH-47. V i s i t i n g  the sh ip  t o  observe operations were Major General J. B. 
VAUGHT, Commander 24th I n fan t r y  D iv i s ion  and FT. STEWART, and the Br igad ier  General 
G. C. MARINE, Ass is tant  D i v i s i on  Commander, 24th In fant ry  Div is ion.  A1 so, i n  
November the LARG held  a no no t i ce  underway and landing operation a t  Onslow Beach, 
N. C. dur ing 15-18 November. 

December saw the successful completion o f  the OPPE on 7 December and two days 
of underway Senior O f f i c e r  Engineering Train ing 10-12 December. The r e s t  of the 
month was spent f o r  we1 1 deserved hol iday leave periods. 

Accompl i sments covering the who1 e year i n c l  uded the Supply Department winning 
the "EM, and SHREVEPORT being a re ten t ion  Superstar i n  COMNAVSURFLANT througout the 
year. 


