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0 1  MAR 90 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS SAIPAN (LHA-2) 
To: D i r e c t o r  o f  N a v a l  H i s t o r y  (OP-O9BH) 

Washington Navy Yard,  Washington DC 20374-0571 

S u b j :  Command H i s t o r y  1989 

Re f :  ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12D 

E n c l :  ( 1 )  Command H i s t o r y ,  1989 
( 2 )  Copy o f  C a p t a i n  L.H. T u r n e r ' s  B i o g r a p h y  
(3 )  SAIPAN's 40,0000th L a n d i n g  
( 4 )  Navy J o u r n a l i s t  A r t i c l e s  
( 5 )  Navy P h o t o s  
( 6 )  Welcome Aboard Pamphlet  -- USS SAIPAN 
( 7 )  Change o f  Command Pamph le t  
( 8 )  SAIPAN Yardbook 
( 9 )  O f f i c e r  B i l l e t  L i s t i n g s  

1. I n  accordance w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e s  ( 1 )  t h r o u g h  ( 9 )  a r e  
f o rwa rded .  

Copy t o :  
COMPHIBGRU TWO 
COMPHIBRON TWELVE 
COMPHIBRON FOUR 
CAPT A.A .  GRANUZZO, USN 



COMMAND HISTORY 
USS SAIPAN (LHA-2) 

0 1  J A N  89 - 3 1  DEC 89 

1. COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

.a. cdr;lmanding O f f i c e r  
C a p t a i n  Andrew A .  Granuzzo, USN, ( u n t i l  08 JUN 89)  
C a p t a i n  Lawrence H. Tu rne r ,  Jr . ,  USN ( f r o m  08 JUN 89 t o  
p r e s e n t )  

b. E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  
Commander Andrew M. P e t r u s k a  111, USN 

c .  O p e r a t i o n s  O f f i c e r  
Commander D. Douglas Henry, USN ( u n t i l  10 AUG 89)  
Commander Rober t  Boe James, USN ( f rom 10 AUG 89 t o  p r e s e n t )  

2. MISSION: To embark, dep loy  and l a n d  e lements  o f  a  M a r i n e  
amphib ious l a n d i n g  f o r c e  i n  an a s s a u l t  by H a r r i e r s ,  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  
l a n d i n g  c r a f t ,  amphib ious v e h i c l e s ,  o r  by a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  
t h r e e  methods, o n t o  a  h o s t i l e  sho re  from t h e  sea. E v a c u a t i o n  and 
d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  a r e  secondary m i s s i o n s  o f  USS SAIPAN. 

3. COMPOSITION OF COMMAND: SAIPAN's crew i s  composed o f  66 
o f f i c e r s  and 833 e n l i s t e d .  The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c h a i n  o f  command i s  
v i a  COMPHIBRON TWELVE, COMPHIBGRU TWO and COMNAVSURFLANT. 

4. CHRONOLOGY 

01-10 JAN 89 

11-15 J A N  

30 JAN - 0 2  FEB 

20-21 FEB 

25 FEB - 04 APR 

25 MARP 

10-13 APR 

17-25 APR 

27 APR 

P r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  Phase I 1  sea t r i a l s  
as f i n a l  phase o f  15-month o v e r h a u l  
p e r i o d  a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  N a v a l  Sh ipya rd .  

Underway f o r  Phase I 1  sea t r i a l s .  

Underway t r a i n i n g / a m p h i b i o u s  t r a i n i n g  
V i r g i n i a  Capes O p e r a t i n g  Area (VACAPES). 

Depar t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d  
f o l l o w i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  complex ove r -  
h a u l  f o r  r e t u r n  t o  home p o r t ,  N o r f o l k ,  V A .  

R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g  a t  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 

Navy R i g h t s  and R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  S tand down. 

SAIPAN passes O p e r a t i o n a l  P r o p u l s i o n  P l a n t  
Examina t i on  e n r o u t e  N o r f o l k .  

PHIBREFTRA conducted  o f f  Onslow Bay, NC. 

RADM G.E. W h i s l e r ,  COMPHIBGRU TWO, 
embarks f o r  SOLID SHIELD ' 8 9 .  



0 1  M A Y  

02 M A Y  

04-18 M A Y  

20-24 M A Y  

2 1  M A Y  

22 M A Y  

Leukodys t rophy  C h i l d  Day and Ombudsman 
R e c o g n i t i o n  Ceremony. 

BGEN J .J .  Sheehan, USMC, CG FOURTH MEB, 
embarks f o r  SOLID SHIELD. 

J o i n t  E x e r c i s e  SOLID SHIELD 89 conducted  
o f f  Onslow Bay, NC. V i s i t i n g  d i g n i t a r i e s  
i n c l u d e d  SECNAV-designate H. Lawrence G a r r e t t  
111, ADM C a r t e r ,  CINCLANTFLT, V A D M  D o n n e l l ,  
COMNAVSURFLANT, GEN Gray, CMC,  LGEN Kempf, 
1 2 t h  A i r  Fo rce ,  VADM Thorsen, COMUSMARDEZLANT 
AND VADM Johnson, COMZNDFLT. SAIPAN l o g s  i t s  
40,000th a i r c r a f t  l a n d i n g .  

P o r t  c a l l  New York  C i t y .  

US Navy r e s e r v i s t s  v i s i t  SAIPAN. SAIPAN 
h o l d s  crew p a r t y  aboard  USS INTREPID. 
Sunset Parade f o r  d i g n i t a r i e s  i n  SAIPAN 
hangar  bay. 

SAIPAN s o f t b a l l  tournament  on G o v e r n o r ' s  
I s l a n d .  CO c a l l s  on Mayor Koch. C O  d i n n e r  a t  
2 1  C lub .  R e c e p t i o n  aboard Span ish  s h i p  
DE ELCANO. 

26 M A Y  - 11 JUN COMPHIBRON FOUR, CAPT Jack W .  L o v e l l ,  USN, 
embarked. 

06 JUN Navy League v i s i t s  SAIPAN. PCO, CAPT 
L.H. Tu rne r ,  J r . ,  r e p o r t s  f o r  d u t y .  

1400, 08 JUN CAPT A.A .  Granuzzo r e l i e v e d  by CAPT L.H. 
T u r n e r ,  Jr .  Guest speaker  i s  RADM G.E. 
W h i s l e r ,  J r .  COMPHIBGRU TWO. 

21-24 JUN Guests o f  t h e  Navy/Navy J u n i o r  ROTC c r u i s e .  
AV-8B DLQ1s i n  VACAPES. 

29 JUN - 22 JUL Car ibbean O p e r a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Law 
Enforcement  Opera t i ons , i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  US 
Coast Guard (detachment  onboard. )  

03 JUL A r r i v e  K i n g s t o n ,  Jamaica. SAIPAN o f f i c e r s  
a t t e n d  Jamaican-American S o c i e t y  d i n n e r  and 
b a l l .  



04 JUL 

05 JUL 

06 JUL 

10 JUL 

16-17 JUL 

25 JUL 

3 1  JUL - 11 AUG 

07-10 AUG 

16-23 AUG4 

05 SEP 

11-15 SEP 

26-28 SEP 

10-19 OCT 

SAIPAN c e l e b r a t e s  Independence Day w i t h  
r e c e p t i o n  and sunse t  parade i n  hangar bay. 
Guests i n c l u d e d  US Ambassador Hon. M i c h a e l  
S o t i r h o s ,  Governor-  Genera l  S i r  F l o r i z e l  
G lasspo le ,  K i n g s t o n  Mayor M a r i e  A t k i n s ,  
Commander JDF Coast Guard, C h i e f  o f  S t a f f ,  
Jamaican Defense Fo rce  MGEN Neish ,  and t h e  
Deputy Pr ime M i n i s t e r .  

SAIPAN c i v i c  a c t i o n  program made r e p a i r s  
a t  t h e  hurr icane-damaged Lady Musgrave 
Schoo l  f o r  G i r l s .  

Underway f o r  Montego Bay w i t h  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
gues ts .  Anchored Montego Bay f o r  p o r t  v i s i t .  

Underway f o r  P u e r t o  R ican  OPAREA. 

NGFS Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  v i c i n i t y  Vieques.  

AFRTS m e d i c a l  f i l m i n g  t a p e d  i n  SAIPAN1s 
M e d i c a l  T r i a g e .  

USNR DET and Sea Cadets embarked aboard  
SAIPAN. Combat Systems Assessment. 
COMPHIBRON TWELVE INSURV assessment. 

Type t r a i n i n g  i n  VACAPES. 

Phase I 1  f o r  AV-8's w i t h  COMPHIBRON FOUR 
embarked. E x e r c i s e  E l l i p s e  A l f a  ' 8 9 .  
V i r g i n i a  Senator  C h a r l e s  Robb a r r i v e s  
aboard SAIPAN f o r  VIP t o u r  and l u n c h  on 
t h e  messdecks. 

I n i t i a l  MARG Embarka t ion  Conference,  i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  deployment as MARG 2-90. 

INSURV (12  SEP f o r  Underway M a t e r i a l  
I n s p e c t i o n ) .  

Command I n s p e c t i o n .  CNAL Per formance 
Assessment Team v i s i t s  SAIPAN. CINTEX. 

SAIPAN c e l e b r a t e s  US N a v y ' s  2 1 3 t h  b i r t h  
day and h e r  own 1 2 t h  b i r t h d a y  d u r i n g  A V -  
88 Stage II/III q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f f  t h e  
c o a s t  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  



23-26 OCT 

06-09 NOV 

13-22 NOV 

14-16 N O V  

27 NOV 

29 NOV 

04-13 DEC 

14-15 DEC 

19-20 DEC 

17-31 DEC 

Combat Systems Readiness Review Phase I. 
A v i a t i o n  a s s i s t  v i s i t .  A v i a t i o n  Readi-  
ness e v a l u a t i o n .  Norwegian A i r  F o r c e  
Genera l  t o u r s  SAIPAN. Supply  Corps 
o f f i c e r s  t o u r  SAIPAN. 

Underway VACAPES f o r  Stage I11 t r a i n i n g  
w i t h  AV-88's. S c i e n t i s t s  t o  sea. CNAL 
DLQ's. LCAC s e r v i c e s  f o r  wet w e l l  t r a i n i n g .  

Combat Systems Readiness Review Phase 11. 

MARG 2-90 Main P l a n n i n g  Conference h e l d  
a t  L i t t l e  Creek Amphibious Base. GEN 
Gray, CMC, i s  keyno te  speaker .  A v i a t i o n  
Readiness Review Conference.  

COMCRUDESGRU TWELVE, RADM Lynch, and 
COMDESRON TWENTY, Commodore W r i g h t ,  
v i s i t  SAIPAN as i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  amphib ious 
s i d e  o f  deployment  MED 2-90. 
Supp ly  M a t e r i a l  I n s p e c t i o n .  

V A D M  N y q u i s t  (OP-03) v i s i t s  SAIPAN. 

Underway f o r  AV-8 Day/N igh t  Stage I V  
t r a i n i n g ,  DLQ's, Type Commander Amphibious 
T r a i n i n g  (TCAT). 

A v i a t i o n  Ordnance A s s i s t a n c e  V i s i t  and 
S a f e t y  Survey.  

MARG 2-90 Main Embarka t ion  Conference.  

H o l i d a y  leave/upkeep N o r f o l k .  




