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COMMAND HISTORY 
USS SAIPAN (LHA 2 )  

1  JAN85-31 DEc85 

1 .  Command O r g a n i z a t i o n  

a .  Commanding O f f i c e r .  
C a p t a i n  Ward L. W e s t ,  USN (14SEP84 - 1 3 D E ~ 8 5 )  
c a p t a i n  C a r l  V .  ~ i n d ;  J r . ,  ~ U S N ,  ( 1 3 ~ ~ ~ 8 5  - h i e s e n t )  

b. M i s s i o n .  To embark ,  d e p l o y  a n d  l a n d  e l e m e n t s  o f  a  M a r i n e  
Amphib ious  L a n d i n g  F o r c e  i n  a n  a s s a u l t  by h e l i c o p t e r s ,  l a n d i n g  
c r a f t ,  a m p h i b i o u s  v e h i c l e s ,  o r  by a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h r e e  
m e t h o d s .  E v a c u a t i o n  a n d  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  i s  a  s e c o n d a r y  m i s s i o n  
o f  SAIPAN. 

c .  C o m p o s i t i o n  o f  Command. SAIPAN1s e n l i s t e d  Navy c r e w  
s t r e n g t h  i s  837  men. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  6 0  o f f i c e r s .  
C a r r y i n g  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  M a r i n e  C o r p s  Commands, 
SAIPAN c a r r i e s  1 , 7 3 0  t r o o p s  a n d  172  embarked o f f i c e r s  when comba t  
l o a d e d .  

d .  U n i t s  Embarked.  

( 1 )  M A R G  1-85 (22JAN - 9AUG) 

( a )  Commander Amphib ious  S q u a d r o n  E i g h t  
( b )  2 4 t h  M a r i n e  Amphib ious  U n i t  
( c )  B a t t a l i o n  L a n d i n g  Team 2 / 8  
( d l  M a r i n e  Medium H e l i c o p t e r  S q u a d r o n  1 6 2  
( e )  A s s a u l t  C r a f t  U n i t  Two 
( f )  T a c t i c a l  A i r  C o n t r o l  S q u a d r o n  21 
( g )  S u r g i c a l  Group One and  Two 

2.  Summary o f  O p e r a t i o n s .  

1-22 J a n u a r y  I n p o r t  N a v a l  S t a t i o n  N o r f o l k ,  V A .  
S t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  B e r t h  # l .  

22-23 J a n u a r y  Underway e n r o u t e  Moorehead C i t y ,  N C  
w i t h  USS SPARTANBURG C O U N T Y ,  
USS NASHVILLE; OTC: COMPHIBRON E I G H T ;  
a n c h o r e d  LA-1 Lynnhaven f o r  ACU-2 b o a t  
o n l o a d .  

23-25 J a n u a r y  

25 -3 1  J a n u a r y  

A n c h o r e d ,  Moorehead C i t y ,  N C  o n l o a d ,  
24 M A U  a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  

E n r o u t e  R o t a ,  S p a i n  t o  a s s u m e  d u t i e s  a s  
CTU 61 .1 .1 ;  MARG 1-85 t o  r e l i e v e  
USS I N C H O N  a n d  o t h e r  u n i t s  o f  
MARG 3-84. 

E n c l  ( 1 )  



Summary o f  O p e r a t i o n s  ( c o n ' t ) .  

1-4 F e b r u a r y  

4-5 F e b r u a r y  

5  F e b r u a r y  

5-6 F e b r u a r y  

6  F e b r u a r y  

6  F e b r u a r v  

6-7 F e b r u a r y  

7-12 F e b r u a r y  

13-1 4 F e b r u a r y  

14-15 F e b r u a r y  

15  F e b r u a r y  

15-25 F e b r u a r y  

25 F e b r u a r y - 1  March 

1-8 March 

8-11 March 

11-13 March 

13-16 March 

1 6  March 

o u t e  R o t a ,  S p a i n  C o n d u c t i n g  t a c t i c a l  
11s I A W  OP O r d e r  2000  a n d  MARG 1-85 
low P a g e s .  

Anchored  R o t a ,  S p a i n .  

E n r o u t e  N a v a l  S t a t i o n  R o t a ,  S p a i n ,  
B e r t h  2 ,  P i e r  3 .  

Moored s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  B e r t h  2 ,  P i e r  
3 N a v a l  S t a t i o n ,  R o t a ,  S p a i n .  

E n r o u t e  a n c h o r a g e  R o t a ,  S p a i n .  

Anchored  R o t a ,  S p a i n .  

E n r o u t e  a n c h o r a g e  S i e r r a  De R e t i n  f o r  a 
combined f o r c e s  b e a c h  a s s a u l t .  

Anchored  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S i e r r a  De 
R e t i n ,  S p a i n .  C o n d u c t i n g  M u l t i - P h a s e d  
Amphib ious  O p e r a t i o n s .  

E n r o u t e  M a l a g a ,  S p a i n ;  d e t a c h e d  
USS SPARTANBURG C O U N T Y  a n d  
USS NASHVILLE. 

Anchored  M a l a g a ,  S p a i n .  

E n r o u t e  p i e r s i d e  M a l a g a ,  S p a i n .  

Moored s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  M a l a g a ,  S p a i n .  

E n r o u t e  V a l e n c i a ,  S p a i n .  

Moored V a l e n c i a ,  S p a i n .  

E n r o u t e  A u g u s t a  Bay,  S i c i l y  f o r  f i r s t  
p h a s e  o f  "SARDINIA 85" .  Regrouped  w i t h  
USS SPARTANBURG C O U N T Y  a n d  
USS NASHVILLE. 

Anchored  A u g u s t a  Bay,  S i c i l y  p r e p a r i n g  
f o r  t r a n s i t  o f  " S t r a i t s  o f  M e s s i n a n  a n d  
e x e r c i s e  "SARDINIA 85".  

E n r o u t e  Capo T e u l a d a ,  S a r d i n i a ;  
t r a n s i t e d  " S t r a i t s  of  M e s s i n a n ;  
c o n d u c t e d  AAW/ASW d r i l l s .  

V i s i t  by VADM K e l s o ,  Commander S i x t h  
F l e e t .  



Summary o f  O p e r a t i o n s  (can't). 

16-21 March 

19 March 

20 March 

21-25 March 

2 3  March 

24 March 

25 March -13 A p r i l  

27 March 

14-15 A p r i l  

15-20 A p r i l  

20-23 A p r i l  

2 3  A p r i l - 4  May 

29 A p r i l  

4-5 Mav 

5-8 May 

8-16 May 

Anchored Capo T e u l a d a ,  S a r d i n i a ;  
s t a r t e d  w a t e r  a n d  h e l o  b o r n e  o f f l o a d  o f  
M a r i n e s  and e q u i p m e n t  f o r  e x e r c i s e  
"SARDINIA 8 5 " ;  s t a r t e d  o n l o a d  o f  t r o o p s  
a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  Conduc ted  l i v e  NGFS. 

Underway r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  
USS SAVANAH. 

Conduc ted  NGFS a t  Capo T e u l a d a .  

E n r o u t e  M a r s e i l l e s ,  F r a n c e .  

V e r t i c a l  r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  
USS C O N C O R D .  

" S t e e l  B e a c h n  P i c n i c  and  T a l e n t  Show. 

Moored s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  p i e r ,  
M a r s e i l l e s ,  F r a n c e .  

R A D M  Vion o f  t h e  F r e n c h  Navy was a b o a r d  
f o r  a n  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t .  

E n r o u t e  L i v o r n o ,  I t a l y .  

Anchored  L i v o r n o ,  I t a l y .  

E n r o u t e  N a p l e s ,  I t a l y ;  underway  
r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USNS NEOSHO, 
USS C O N C O R D ,  USNS RIGEL. 

Anchored  N a p l e s ,  I t a l y .  

U.S. M a r i n e  Corp  p r e s e n t e d  a m a r b l e  
p l a q u e  t o  town o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  t h e  
I t a l i a n  v i l l a g e ,  D i g i o i o s a  J o n i c a .  

E n r o u t e  Capo T e u l a d a ,  S a r d i n i a  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  e x e r c i s e  "DISTANT 
HAMMER 85".  

Anchored Capo T e u l a d a ,  S a r d i n i a ;  
e x e r c i s e  "DISTANT HAMMER 85'' p h a s e  o n e :  
a m p h i b i o u s  a s s a u l t ,  c o n d u c t e d  l i v e  
NGFS. 

E n r o u t e  T r i e s t e ,  I t a l y ;  p h a s e  two 
"DISTANT HAMMER 85" ;  t r a n s i t e d  " S t r a i t s  
o f  M e s s i n a w ;  AAW/ASW o p e r a t i o n a l  
e x e r c i s e s ;  t r a n s i t e d  A d r i a t i c  S e a ;  
underway  r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  
USS CONCORD.  



Summary o f  O p e r a t i o n s  ( c o n 9 t ) .  

16-24 May 

24-27 May 

26 May 

27 May-3 J u n e  

2 8  May 

2  J u n e  

3-7 J u n e  

7-10 J u n e  

8 J u n e  

11-13 J u n e  

13-15 J u n e  

16-18 J u n e  

18-22 J u n e  

24 J u n e  

28 J u n e  

Moored s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  P i e r  4 ,  
T r i e s t e ,  I t a l y ,  

E n r o u t e  T o r r e  V e n i e r e ;  underway  
r e p l e n i s h m e n t  wi( th  USNS NEOSHO, 
USNS TRUCKEE, 

2 5 , 0 0 0  F l i g h t  Deck l a n d i n g  by LTCOL 
K a r a m a r k o v i c h ,  USMC, a n d  C a p t  Ward L. 
West, USN. 

Anchored  t r a i n i n g  a n c h o r a g e  T o r r e  
V e n i e r e ;  D O D  Show "Mass Avew. 

V i s i t  by  F l e e t  M a r i n e  F o r c e  A t l a n t i c ,  
LTGEN G R A Y ,  USMC. 

" S t e e l  B e a c h w  P i c n i c .  

E n r o u t e  P i a n n e  De S p i l l e ,  I t a l y .  

A n c h o r e d ,  t r a i n i n g  a n c h o r a g e  P i a n n e  D i  
S p i l l e ,  I t a l y .  

VADM K e l s o  a b o a r d  t o  o b s e r v e  non-  
c o m b a t a n t  e v a c u a t i o n  o p e r a t i o n  d r i l l .  

E n r o u t e  B e n i d o r m ,  S p a i n .  V e r t r e p / C o n r e p  
w i t h  USS SYLVANIA a n d  f u e l i n g  a t  s e a  
USNS NEOSHO. 

A n c h o r e d ,  Ben idorm,  S p a i n ;  g e n e r a l  
r e c a l l  t o  g e t  underway  d u e  t o  h i j a c k i n g  
o f  TWA f l i g h t  847 .  

E n r o u t e  A l g e r i a ;  s t e a m e d  o f f  c o a s t  o f  
A l g e r i a ;  a w a i t i n g  USS SPARTANBURG, 
USS NASHVILLE t o  j o i n  up .  

E n r o u t e  E a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  f o r  
c o n t i n g e n c y  o p e r a t i o n s ;  e n r o u t e  S i c i l y  
f o r  h e l o  r e t u r n  o f  p e r s o n n e l  l e f t  
b e h i n d  i n  Benidorm.  

R e f u e l / V e r t r e p  w i t h  USS KALAMAZOO. 

V e r t r e p  w i t h  USS SYLVANIA. 



Summary o f  O p e r a t i o n s  ( c o n l t ) .  

22  June-1  4  J u l y  

4  J u l y  

5  J u l y  

7 J u l y  

12  J u l y  

14-18 J u l y  

18-19 J u l y  

19-20 J u l y  

20-24 J u l y  

E n r o u t e  " e i r u t  c o a s t  f o r  c o n t i n g e n c y  
o p e r a t i o n s ;  c o n d u c t e d  f l i g h t  
o p e r a t i o n s ;  s t e a m e d  w i t h  USS N I M I T Z  
B a t t l e  Group ;  p r e p a r e d  f o r  non-  
c o m b a t a n t  e v a c u a t i o n  (NEO) o p e r a t i o n s ;  
h o s t a g e s  r e l e a s e d  a n d  t r a n s p o r t e d  v i a  
a u t o  t o  Damascus a n d  f l o w n  t o  R h e i n -  
Main ,  F r a n k f o r t ,  Germany; underway  
r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USS NITRO; underway  
r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USNS NEOSHO; 
underway  r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USNS 
SIRIUS. 

21 Gun S a l u t e ;  " S t e e l  B e a c h w  P i c n i c .  

Conrep  USS NITRO, V e r t r e p  w i t h  
USS SYLVANIA. 

R e f u e l  w i t h  USNS NEOSHO. 

V e r t r e p  w i t h  USNS SIRIUS. 

E n r o u t e  Morocco f o r  Moroccan PHIBEX; 
d e t a c h e d  by CTF-60; u n d e r  t a c t i c a l  
c o n t r o l  o f  CTF-61; f i r e d  5 " / 5 4 ,  CIWS, 
SRBOC. 

C o n d u c t e d  t u r n  o v e r  o f f  c o a s t  o f  S i c i l y  
w i t h  MARG 2 -85 ,  USS G U A M  f l a g s h i p .  

Underway r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  
USNS TRUCKEE. 

Anchored  Moroccan C o a s t ,  a n c h o r a g e  
LA-?, B a i e  B e t o y a ,  Morocco;  Moroccan 
PHIBEX. 

E n r o u t e  R o t a ,  S p a i n ;  t r a n s i t e d  n S t r a i t s  
o f  G i b r a l t a r n .  

Moored P i e r  1 ,  B e r t h  1 ,  R o t a ,  S p a i n ;  
v e h i c l e  o f f l o a d  f o r  washdown. 

E n r o u t e  Onslow B e a c h ,  N C ;  v e h i c l e  
o f f  l o a d .  

E n r o u t e  Morehead C i t y ,  N C  f o r  
p e r s o n n e l  offload. 



Summary o f  O p e r a t i o n s  ( c o n l t ) .  

8 Augus t  

8-9 Augus t  

9 August -24 S e p t e m b e r  

1 6  Augus t  

25-27 S e p t e m b e r  

27 S e p t e m b e r  

2 8  S e p t e m b e r  

2 9  S e p t e m b e r  

29 S e p t e m b e r - 2  O c t o b e r  

2  O c t o b e r  

2-3 O c t o b e r  

3 O c t o b e r  

3 O c t o b e r  

3 O c t o b e r - 3 1  December 

Anchored Morehead C i t y ,  N C ;  M a r i n e ' s  
a n d  e q u i p m e n t  o f f l o a d .  F r i e n d s  a n d  
d e p e n d e n t s  embarked f o r  " T i g e r  
C r u i s e m .  

E n r o u t e  N a v a l  S t a t i o n  N o r f o l k ,  V A ;  
a n c h o r e d  LA-1 f o r  LCU/LCM-8 o f f l o a d .  
COMNAVSURFLANT, V A D M  McCauley;  
Commander Amphib ious  Group Two, R A D M  
R o g e r s ;  Commander Amphib ious  S q u a d r o n  
T w e l v e ,  C a p t  B r i g g s  f l e w  on b o a r d  t o  
welcome SAIPAN home. 

Moored P i e r  5 ,  B e r t h -  2 ,  N a v a l  
S t a t i o n ,  N o r f o l k ,  V A .  COMPHIBRON 
EIGHT d e p a r t e d ;  COMPHIBRON SIX 
embarked .  

COMPHIBRON EIGHT Change o f  Command; 
C a p t a i n  C h a r l e s  G.  F e l k i n s ,  USN was 
r e l i e v e d  by C a p t a i n  J u d s o n  H. 
S p r i n g e r ,  USN. 

E n r o u t e  ModLoc f o r  h u r r i c a n e  S o r t i e .  

H u r r i c a n e  G L O R I A .  

E n r o u t e  VACAPES. 

Anchored  Yankee Anchorage .  

E n r o u t e  Whiskey Anchorage  f o r  ammo 
o f f  l o a d .  

Anchored W h i s k e v ' A n c h o r a g e ;  ammo 
o f f  l o a d .  

E n r o u t e  C r a n e y  I s l a n d  f o r  f u e l  
o f f  l o a d .  

Moored s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  P i e r  D ,  
B e r t h  1 ,  C r a n e y  I s l a n d ;  commenced 
f u e l  o f f l o a d .  

E n r o u t e  N o r f o l k  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d ,  
P o r t s m o u t h ,  V A .  

Moored S l i p  3 N o r f o l k  Naval S h i p y a r d ,  
P o r t s m o u t h ,  V A .  

N o r f o l k  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d ,  P o r t s m o u t h ,  
V A ;  s h i p ' s  r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  



Summary o f  O p e r a t i o n s  ( c o n ' t ) .  

1 3  December Change o f  Command Ceremony; C a p t a i n  
Ward L.  Wes t ,  USN, was r e l i e v e d  by 
C a p t a i n  C a r l  V .  L i n d ,  J r . ,  USN. 

3 .  S i g n i f i c a n t  S t a t i s t i c a l  D a t a .  

Miles S t e a m e d :  3 2 , 8 0 7 . 1  
A i r c r a f t  L a n d i n g s :  ( d a y )  6 , 8 0 5  ( n i g h t )  1 , 1 0 7  
A i r c r a f t  Embarked:  4 - CH-530 

12  - CH-46E 
4  - AH-IT 
3  - UH-IN - 

2 3  - TOTAL 

V e h i c l e s  Embarked:  198  TOTAL 

4. S i g n i f i c a n t  E v e n t s .  

a .  USS SAIPAN r e c e i v e d  t h e  B a t t l e  E f f i c i e n c y  "En Award. The 
award  e n c o m p a s s e s  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  c y c l e  1  Oc t  1 9 8 3  t o  31 March 
1985  a s  a n n o u n c e d  by COMNAVSURFLANT message 2423372 May 1985 .  
The B a t t l e  "En is p r e s e n t e d  f o r  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  
v a r i o u s  e x e r c i s e s  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  t a s k s ,  a s  we l l  a s  o u t s t a n d i n g  
d a y  t o  d a y  p e r f o r m a n c e .  D e p a r t m e n t a l  a w a r d s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o :  
C I C ,  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  Damage C o n t r o l ,  A i r  D e p a r t m e n t ,  Amphib ious  
A s s a u l t  a n d  E l e c t r o n i c  Warfare. 

b. USS SAIPAN r e c e i v e d  t h e  f i r s t  " B r o n z e  Anchor  Awardn 
p r e s e n t e d  by C a p t a i n  S.R. B r i g g s ,  Commander Amphib ious  S q u a d r o n  
Twelve .  T h i s  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  u n i t  i n  t h e  s q u a d r o n  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  
r e c o r d  o f  a c h i e v i n g / s u r p a s s i n g  t h e i r  r e t e n t i o n  g o a l s .  

c .  USS SAIPAN c a p t u r e d  t h e i r  t h i r d  s t r a i g h t  " C a p t a i n t s  Cup 
Awardn f o r  L a r g e  U n i t s  A f l o a t .  The " C a p t a i n ' s  Cupn i s  a  t r o p h y  
a w a r d e d  t o  t h e  command w h i c h  c o m p i l e s  t h e  mos t  p o i n t s  w h i l e  
c o m p e t i n g  i n  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  a t h l e t i c  e v e n t s .  

d .  C a p t a i n  C a r l  V .  L i n d ,  J r . ,  USN, r e l i e v e d  C a p t a i n  Ward L.  
West, USN, a s  SAIPAN's Commanding O f f i c e r  on 1 3  December 1985.  
R e a r  A d m i r a l  R.B. R o g e r s ,  USN, Commander Amphib ious  Group TWO was 
t h e  g u e s t  s p e a k e r .  


