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Command Campasif i on and Organi. z a t i  an 

i i,7,-> ..., -ta F'once i:i..-F'B 15) i.s cctmmanded by Capta in  i3harles P. Vj.an, l!ni.trl:j 

State.6: Nav\y., arid i .s i-iomepnrted j.n Narfo!.C::, V.i.rginia. LISS F'once's 

I. mmeri i a!re 1.-tni. t commander j. s Captai  n Hara l  d R. Ti. i:I.::1. E ,  C:lommancier 

Amphi b i  cjr..rs Sq~tadri:,n Twel ve. 

F'or?ce ' s  mi.ssi.nn as an ampl-iibinus t r a n s p a r t  doci-:: i s  to embark:: 

I.lni t e d  S t a t e s  Mar ine Corps and Navy sc.ippart elements and, try ttntl-i 

water a!-icf ai.rhc:lr-ne mear?.;, condc.lct amptii.bai..!s i.anc!ingrz. t a  ol~:ltai.l.-, 

beachhead~i,  p r r~sec i r te  i ~ i r t h e r  dpera t  i ans ashore o!- deny area.% 12r 

$ a c i i i t i e s  t o  t h e  enemy. 

.- 
L'r:::~ncre':s crew r::onsi!sks o f  32 a f f ! i . c e r ~ ;  I i n c l t i d i n q  nne U.S. Mar ine 

Chrps iCornba.t. C:)arqi:2 C:lf f f. cer  f ; 28 i;hi. sf P e t t y  Of. t i cers ;  arid 372 

en:!. i?;ter:l persannel  w i t h  a m c t l  t i  tctde o f  .si.::i l lr; tc; execute t h e  

rni..:l.ti.-miss:ian ro1.e of  a. inajnr ampt1ibinci.s st7i.p. 
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Chrnnolaqy 1991 

t31JAN - i?161.SAN Ha:L j. Gay ! eave and itpkeep Nnrf ol. 1:: , l i A  

Sa+ety standdown N a r f  o l  k , V A  

Pre-Combat Syste13s A s s i s t  v i s i t  by CPR 17 .-. 

- I -as t  ~t-~(:L.:te 

Underway i n  VACFlP'S Operat i on area/ lynnhaven 

Ancharaqe f o r  amdhi bioi.rs t t - a i n i n q  

P4or-fctl k : ?  'YA 

NAVSEA E l e v a t o r i l ~ o n v e y a r  A s s i s t  I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene 

Sut-veyiDi ese l  I n q p e c t i  on 

Underway f a r  iynrihaven anchorage arid Cmmbat S y s t e m s  

kssessinent. Sc ien t i s ts -A t -Sea  program suppor t .  

Nor-fcllk:, Vi7 

Supply hanagement I nspec t i on .  F'unce scrsres 

" t lu ts tand inq"  i n  a% l seven areas. 

ilnderway f nr Enqi neer ing  Mater ia l .  Assessment Team 

~ v a i c ! a t i o n  i n  'V'ACAF'S aperat j .nq area. 

Nor-fn:l. t::, 'v'A 

I W A V  w i t h  SING Narfn11.::. 25mm chair !  guns i ns ta : t%ed .  

"TI-ai n i ng Support f a r  SEAL- Team Twg. 

Type Ci~mmanders Amphi baus T r a i n i n g  Onslow Eay, N .  C. 

Narf  o l  I.::, V A  

Amphi bj. nus i r a i  n i  nq Support ,  Chesapeake Bay. 

Not-fi3~i,::, 1 i ) t  V t"l 

A v i a t i o n  A s s i s t  v i s i t  

Traop h 3 b i t i b i i i t . y  i n s p e c t i o n  



- i 7 A F ' H  Ammi.tni t :L on on-1 odd Goj. .F anchorage 

Nnrful!::, V A  

- l l M A Y  Elue/Green water workups 

- 2 j 4 h A Y  Spec ia l  Operat i  o ~ s  Capabl i t y  Exerci. seiarnphik~i nus 

t r a i n i n g  On:slow day, N.C. 

- d5 ' JC jN  F'r-eparati.an f nr Overseas Movementi leave p r r i  isd, 

Norfoli.::, VA  

Llndet-way f rom Nor-Fol I::, VA as an e3.emen.4: c:tf MMRG 2-31. 

- 2S,Jl..iN Ilorehead C i  t y  , N. C .  . Embar I:: e l  ement.5 t7f MEI. ..; 26. 

#1 Bai l e r  f tx.trrd t o  have :leai::s i n  genera t ing  t .~ lbes.  

-- 351.11- lJrrderway f t-om War-ehead C:i. t.y, N. C. . Eni  1. e r  r e p a i r s  

complete. E:nrcst..ltd indepencientl y t a  t h e  

tied:i. tet-.t-anean. 

Rota, Spai n. Ref  el i ng .  INCHUF' SIXTh F l e e t  

( 7 '  ? J U l  ... iCnrn!.rte t o  1:si::endren. T~.wC::ey 

Resci..le a t  sea. 11;: :313 a m  COMPHIBRON F n ~ t r  tasl::ed F'nnce 

t o  commenr:e a h i g h  speed i l i ivet-sinn f rom t.raacl:: i n  

ardet- t o  i n t e r c e q t  t h e  USNS C;ape Hudson and t r a n s f e r  

a sever:. y i n j u r e d  merchant seaman. Due t.o !:::ape 

Hi.;dsnn ' s i  +tauled f ~ l  i g h t  deck, F'ance p e r f  armed a %ma:\ :! 

Goat t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  i n j u r e d  man. Once anboard, 

Fnncs executed a h i g h  speed t r a n s i t  toward 

S i q o n e l l a ,  S i c i l > $  t o  r e c e i v e  a CH-53E which then 

t r a n s p c r t e d  t h e  man t n  a nearby h o s p i t a l .  

?',. .::.C!th Fit - thday.  Anchored o f  f t h e  coast  o f  

Ii+,:,i::er~i?ren, 'Tt!ri.:ey f o r  MARG ti-rrnover. 

i:; N C I.... ( 2 



Tr. .- .-f Et- &! I := o f  SH-3k-l f r i j r r i  HS-15 Red  i..i un C)etachemnt_ mi-! 

1 lr-. -as 'forl::town iC15-+.48) t o  Gonce f a r  enqine and 

transmi. ssion r e p d i r .  

.t .'-8 .!. ., ::J! -.I I.... - I. 7:IUL Enrol.-tte Hai f a  , I s r a e l  

18.JCli.- -- bA!JI3 Hai f a, 1srae:i . RAV p e r i  ocj 

.7 i: 
i. ? I J !J I.... Capt.ain Uhar les  P'. Vion r e 1  i eves  Capir.ai.n Stan:tey W. 

Bryant  as t h e  14kh Cnmrnandinq O f f i c e r  a f  t h e  USS 

Pance. 

7111!6 - 12A!.!G L!nderway Qram t i a i ~ f  a, I s r a e l .  Enroi t te Ti-inisia 

1.3Ai.!G - 1TALlG Ct~chot-er? B j . r ze r te ,  7'unisi.a f o r  f'i.!nj.si.an F'H1:bLEX 

I. 8 A i..i G Cmmn.~ene:ec! hack::;. oqd by  I C A C  's. F ' i  r s t  i n  F'olnce ' s  

h i  s t o r y .  l._lndet-way .f ram Tc.tni. sf. a. 

IS 'AUG - 22lA!.!G Enroute Si:.: F~~t..irz; Les F'laq~te-,, France. Cortdc.i.c:teci 

E:nqd. n e e r i  rig M a t e r i a l  Asr;essntc?nt T'ea~x eval. c.iat i an 

enrol-rte. 

4SE:F'T - hSEF'T knchc:~t-eci Si;.: Fmctrls i .es F'l. agu.es, France. 

" C'FC' T - ''7 $'"'" 
i ,.> l 7...c.t-'l IJnderway f ram Sl. x Focrrs I-es F'l  aques, France, enra!.!tc. 

tn M a r s e i l l e ,  France. 

I$3SEF'T-25SEP'T Mco r~ i?  Marsei l f e ,  France ui..!tbnard USS Shenandaah 

CAD-44)  for- ~ e n d d r  Maintenence Repair  A v a i l a b i i  i t y .  

O f f  l oad USMC f o r  t r a i  n i  ng a t  Camp r ~ e  Can j ue rs ,  

France. 

LJSS PONCE h o s t s  dclmmander Naval Sur face Forces 

ii"l -,-,t'i f. rz:L n.-. (5 .... -. e e t ,  VADM J. F'. Reasons. 

USS GONCE h o s t s  qammander I n  Chie f  U. 5 .  Naval 

Fnrces Europe, AZWi J .? ,  Home. 

ENCL. (2) 



EacC::load USMC. tlnderway #ram M a r s e i l l e ,  Fr3nce. 

Er r ro~ t te  An ta l  ya, T ~ t r  key 

A r r i v e  Anta lya,  Turkey f o r  D i s p l a y  B ~ t e r m i n a t i o n  " 4 1  

Pre-exerc ise meetinqa. 

Ljiis!xj.ay L)eterminati.an '91.. 

El ,da say 
..> - C r e t r  dar CH-46 f l y  o f f  i n  s.~!ppart nf real  

wor ld  t ask ing ;  ~de t -a t . ion  s i l v e r  Pine.  

Ctanciarl i Bay, Turl.::ey f a r  W i  s p l  ay Ueterrni n a t  i c s r ~  '91 

re t iea rsa l  assat-t lt. T'ransi.t Swept 1~3-iannel, C1perati.oi.l 

I 1  i' !,?am%i l F a i r  " . 
Sari2rs Hay? T't.irkey. Fi. r ia l  D i s p l a y  Tjeterminati l l jn "7'1 

Amphibj.aus Assai.tl;t. F'ance F'r imary Cantr-ol S h i p  f a r  

el-1tj.t-e l .a~?ding.  

Underway f ram Sanns Bay, enrou te  Thessal an i  i : : i  , 

Gt-eere. 

A r r i v e  and Medi tdrranean Manr ThessaloniC:i, Greece. 

Ifnderway S r c j m  Thaissal on i  ki ,  Greece. C:ommence 

p lann ing  and p r e p a r a t a t i o n  f o r  "Operat ion 

Hammerlack". 

" i lperat  i on Hammer l oc C:: " USS Nasp ( L-tlD- i :) ARG Sea- 

Clon t r r o l  Ex e r c  i cie . 
At-r ive F'alma, Spain. 

Underway from Fallma, Spain. k n r o u t e  Almer ia,  Spain. 

Almer ia,  O f f l a o d  USMC f n r  Exe rc i se  Eetacnm '91 

Underway f ram Almieri a, Spain. Enroute Cart.eqena, 

Spain. 

ENCL (2 : )  



6DEC- 1'79EC 

3. ~DEC-~I~~DEC 

1 BDEC 

1 SDEC-~. I~~T)EC 

2!lrI)E:C 

- 1 DEC-3 1 DEC 

A r r i v e  Cartegena, Spain. Condcjct RAV  peri .  od. 

Underway f rom Caqtegena, Spain. Enroute Rota, Spain. 

A r r i v e  Rota, Spain. A g r i c u l t u r a l  Washdown 

/ Inspect . i  on. V i s i t  b y  VADM W .  A. Owens, Commander 

S i x t h  F l e e t .  

I.tnderway f ram Rota, Spain. Uutchop S:I X'1-H FLEET. 

CondcrcZz F'rapulsicjn Moni t o r i  nq -Seam eva lua t i an .  

A r r i v e  Morehead C i t y ,  Nor th  C a r ~ l  i na. O f +  l o a d  USMC. 

Enrnute Narf  ~l k, V i r g i n i a ,  Tiger- C ru i se  '91. 

Arrive/Homecominq N a r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  

F ( 7 5 t  Depl oymeri t /Yo1 i dav Leave and up k e e p  Narf  n l  I:: , 
V i r g i n i a .  

ENCL. ( 2 )  



NHijRkT IVE 

LJ.S.5. F'once (I-F'D-15) i s  t h e  newest and l a s t  o f  a c: lass o f  

amphibicsus 'transprxrt dacl:: sl.-rips opet-at.i.nq 1.n t n d a y ' s  Navy. Her 

cr::!ntj. n~tocis s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  f l  ee$ has earned t h e  "F'ractd L.:ionH t h e  

t-er:si.ktati.nn as "The Rest L...F'D i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c . "  

...., 
! he  a r r i v a l  o f  January 1991 f oirnd PON(IE p ie rs j .de  a t  Nor4:ol I:: 

Naval Ease wi%h a l a r g e  percentaqe of t h e  s h i p ' s  crew e n j n ~ i n g  

tic:i:i. i day leave  and t h e  s h i  p i indergoi  ng a Repair  Hvat 1, abi. 1 j. ti/ w i t h  

SIMH , Nr2r-f o l  i:: . On Sanc.rar y 14 F'UNCE was underway t o  I-ynnhaven 

anchorage f o r  Amphibious Train i ing Support.  F'UNCE spent t h e  

remairider o f  Janc.!ary i r - i  Nor+ a1 k u.ndet-going rat- ! t ine maintenance and 

t r  p 6:: eep . 
Underway January 3hY-31 fur a Combat System Assessment 

I nspec t i on  and Sr^j.ent.ist:--At-Sea Supps-?rt, F'crnce rett.rrned t o  Nnrdali.:: 

and begar? p r e p a r a t i ~ n s  f a r  her ~ i p ~ o m i r ~ g  Supply Management 

X r7 S I ~  err 't i ctn . 
The S M I  I-lelcj February 4-5 wd,s a complete success f o r  t h e  "Proud 

i-.i. r:sn" . F'wice scc:tt-ed "Outstancii. nlq" i n  al. i areas o f  t h e  e:.:am. 

By m:i. d-Febrcrar.ti, t h e  " F ' ~ o ~ r d  L i o n "  was underway again i n  VACAPS 

fi:,r E:ngi neev-i nq Water i .a l  As.s~ssment "T'eam eva l  u a t  j.on. Pc?nce 

retl-triiecl t o  N o r f o l  February 1.3 and remained t h e r e  ~ n t  j. l March 3.1 

1-1.ndergrrt~.ni3 a Restv-j.c!zed Maintenlance Hvai l a h i  l i t ?  F'erir:td w i t h  SIMk 

Nnrfo:tC::. Diir-inl-; th i .5  t ime,  F'once added two 25mm Chain guns t.o her 

b a t t e r y .  

On March 1.2, F'once began 'Typ~e Commander Arnpt~i k i i  ocrs T r a i  n i  ni::i a t  

fln!:slrtw Ray, Nor th  I::ar!lj:i i na .  The t e n  day p e r i o d  c r f f  ere i j  t h e  crew a 



r-hance t o  st-iarpen t h e i r  sl.::i l l s  and isrepare f o r  t h e  t.ipcorrli ng 

Medi terranean Deployment. 

Sei ieral j. nspectrions awai ted t h e  "Pi-oitl L i o n "  cipar~ her  r e t u r r l  ta 

Norf  oli.::, ainong which were an A v i a t i o n  A s s i s t  V i s i t  and a 'Troop 

Hab i t ab i  1 ity i n spec t i on .  

A f t e r  s a f e l y  and success+ctl l  .j  camp:[ e t i  nq an ammcini t.i an 1 aad-.at.tt 

a t  Go l f  Anchorage f ram A p r i l  ih-17, Pance qo t  underway A p r i l  14 

Far B l  ueliGreen water wor-6:: iips. USMC personnel. f ram Mari. ne 

E ; . : p e d i t o . i - -  I Jn i t  26 were emharl::ed aboard Ponce i n  Morehead C i t y p  

N!::~rtk Car-ul ina on A p r i l  22. 'Tha element-, o f  MARE 2-91, US5 WASF' 

1:L..hE I . ?  , US5 E:: ... PASO (1.-.\:::A 1. 13) , ljSS SilPl'T'EFi IL.5-r' 118:';) and tlSS 

r-I r !::trice i!-F'U 15) i:nndi.icter! severa:l. amphi h i  ar-is e:.:erci ses i n t h e  

Onslow Reach, Nor th  Carn:l i n a  area,  cc.tlmi.nating i n  MAHG 2-9i. 

achievir-iq t h e  Speciaj. Ciperat:ic~n!s C a p a b i l i t y  {SOC)  C:ertifl.ca.ti.orr. 

Pc~nil:e rre%.t.rr.i7~d t o  Norfr:,I.k:: Nay 1.1, and began a preparat.i.on fat- 

aver-;ea:~ rnnvemen t / l eave per i cd. 

O n  .Sc.ine 2 W ,  F't~nce depar ted Norfal.l.::, V i r g i n i a  enroctte t o  

Wr::~ret-ieari CI. .t y , Nor th  Carol  i na t~o embar i:: e l  ementf; o f  USMC: 26 PIEL! 

(SUT;). Whi1.e enrot..!te, #1 1Zoiler was found t r ~  have lea l . : :~  i n  t h e  

generat  i r i q  +:;the banl::. Repa i rs  Mere ccrmpleted w h i l e  i n p a r t  Marehead 

C f i t y  arii::'i Por-ice was cinderway Ji-rn~e 24 f o r  an independent t r a n s i t .  tc:, 

t h e  Medi terranean Sea. 

Fo:l lowing a b r i e f  stclp i n  RFIIZ:~, Spain f o r  r e f u e l i n g  on c7cl.ly 4, 

F'r2rice passed thrac.rgh t h e  St.raiqlhts o f  G i  b ra1  t a r  and I. n t c ~  t h e  

Medit:errarlean on Jctly 5 .  A t  11::5i3 l o c a l  an J u l y  6 ,  Comphibrot? F-o~!.v' 

t asked  Funce to cammerice a h i g h  speed d i v e r s i o n  f rom t r a c k  i n  



order  t o  i n t e r c e p t  t h e  USNS Cape Hi..idsun and t rans fe r -  a severel.; 

1. njc.!red mer-chant seaman. i:I~te t a  Cape Hctdson's f u,.rl e-j f l i clht, cle,--~:: ? 

F'once per-formed a srnal:!. t l i ~ a t  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  i.nj i-(red man. Once t h e  

seaman was saf  e i  y  an board, Ponce began a  h i q h  speed t r a n 5 j . t  

t rwa rd  Siqone:!. l a ,  Sir:i 1.y t.a rece i . t e  a CH-53E which i a t e r  

tr-ansf e r r e d  t h e  p a t i e n t  t o  a riGarbv h o s p i t a l  . 
i:ln rl!.\l.y 8! F'ance r e j o i n e d  t i l e  r e s t  o f  MUHG 2-91 and spent her 

:-', .'. .::.!G'ft( B i r t h d a y  r.!i!t-ie l . C j l i  anchorad o f f  t h e  coast  m f  1%-l::endren, 

Ti..!.r-l::ey f o r  MARG tl-.rrncsver. F'ancei spent  t h e  remaii-ider o f  Jt11.y inpor t .  

H c ~ i f a ,  I s r a e l .  

Idl-~i l e  i n  H a i f a ,  t.he crew o f  t h e  "Pro~ !d  L i o n "  s tayed bc~sy. 

I?i,-trinq t h e  RUV perioci t h e r e ,  F'ance completed 7::;; l obs ,  o f f  -1oacleci 

If::, F F r '  . . . , 5 f o r  maintenance, st-cppor-ted USMC/'L!SN Speci a1 Warf a r e  

fnr-ces dc.!t- in^ E::.:ercise Noble S h i r l e y  arid tiad a  l iberty-i.ncj.!Tfen't 

f r e e  p o r t  v:i.s:it. 

On J L I ~ Y  2 3 ,  Captain Char les  F'. Viun r e l i e v e d  Capta in  S tan ley  !dm 

Bryant  a5 F'on::e;s do~.crteenth Cummandinq c7f f i c e r .  

Auqust saw F'unce c.tnderway ag,ai n  cnnduc t i  ng amphi b i  aus t . r a i  n i  rig 

dt-tri.nq t h e  Tun is ian  F'hible;.: f r q m  fit..tgust 13-19. D!..w-iriq t h i s  

e;.:erci se, F'once p e r f  or'med super1bl i j  as advance f o r r e  Cummander ancl 

Sei:onciary cc!ni:rol s h i p ,  i n  a . .dd i t io r i ' t o  suppo r t i ng  !JSMC/T'unisian 

b i l a t e r a l  t r a j . n i n g  e:.:ercj..;es an~d F;EUL.iEC?L~ sneak:: attack:: swimmer 

et.iercj. ses. The back:. mad on cic.tgi-4st 18 was t h e  + j. r r s t  bacl::load 

p e r f  orrned by I-andinq C r a f t  C i i r  Cushj.nri i n  F'once's h is to r -y .  

Ft-~=~rn Tun i s i a ,  i t  war; o f f  ' to  Eenidorm, Spain f o r  sL?ifie ~ ~ 1 . 1 .  

deserved l i b e r t y .  Whi le anchordd o f  t h e  coast  a f  Benidorm f r n m  



Fiucjt.!st 21 -26, Panre s a i  l o r s  si-,qpnrted Navy teaqu.e arrd Ccjrrrrel 

a i : : t i v i t i  es a5hc7r-e and had another inc ident :  f r e e  p a r t  v i s i t .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  F'csrii~e hozted a li-~.nciieon atisat-d f o r  I .ocai  d i q n i t a r i e s  and 

a loc.al TV/Newspaper Media sess ion i n  suppor t  a f  pos i  t i v e  S i x t h  

F l e e t  r e l a t i a n s  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  O f  benidot-m and Spain. 

F'once departed Eeniciarm an C4~qust 26 and s a i l e d  toward S ix  

F'1:3c!ris I.-eis FL'laq!.!.es, Fr-ante. Whi le enraute ,  t h e  " F ' r o ~ ~ d  I-.i@n" 

cond!..tcted an EMAT and scored oi. l tstanding on a l l .  evo lc ! t ions.  

f1n September- 4 ? F'once a r r  :i. vdd a t  Si :.: Foc.trs Les F'l. agi.\e% , IZrance. 

T h i s  ?;mail French town hosted Fiance i n  grand s t y l e  w i t h  severa l  

i;jy-arid a+ + a i r s  I. n c l  u,dinr~ a  l i-{nchenn hasted by t h e  ma.ytir f ts r  2190 

. . 
sal. j. c 7 r 5  and mar-i nes. F'once he1 d a r e t u r n  c a l  l s I. unrhenn 

iznl:,nar-d +or- man:; loi:ai di.gni.tat-ies. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  !='once alsa h e l d  a  

Wreath i....a.;i.nq c::eremony a t  a  memior-ial f o r  U.S. Cz;irmen downed dl-rrinq 

M N I  I ,, 

Fa:!. lr~wini;! a  USMC nf f -1uad a t  San F:aphal , France on September ?, 

i t  was o f f  t c ~  M a r s e i l l e ,  France. Whi le i n p o r t  i n  M a r s e i l l e ,  Ponce 

was rno~red  o~t tboar-d o f  C!SS ~ ~ ~ d F i b i ~ i 3 ~ I - l  ( A D  44) f o r  a  Tender- Repaiu- 

i '  va.. labi. l i t:y I T ' A V )  . Dur inq  t h e  TCiV p e r i o d  w i t h  Shenandoah, Ponce 

cnmpletec! 2l38 jobs i n  add i  t i o n  t o  suppo r t i ng  b i l a t e r a l  t . iPaininq 

w i t h  LjSMC and French Commandos a t  C;amp De Can j ue rs .  The "F'rnuti 

l...ian!' a:/..;a hosted li.inchenns onh:nard whi i e  i n  Marsei 1  l e  + o r  ba th  

C:i~rnma!-~der Naval. Sur-+ace Fot-ces Cit l ant  i c , VFiDM ,I. F'. Reasons and 

I-. ... .... t..jmmander I-!. 5 .  Naval Force.; Ei-.tr:op~, G i i M  J. T. Howe. Both men 

tnl-lrecl t k ~ e  s h i p  and qave b r i e f s  t n  t h e  Fance crew. 

CIn Septenrbei- 25, F'once gat  u!nderway fronl M a r s e i l l e  and s a i l e d  



tclw.2r-n' Ants1 .:- r e * ?  Tc!rl.::ey fnt- "D i9p lay  Determinat inn2C3~."  pre-e::.:er.cisi., 

meetings. Fr-nm Octc~ber- 2-14, Ponre, a long w i t h  t h e  o the r  M&RI:+~ 

2-91 i-Jni t s  parS_icipa.lred i n  crperatinrt "D i sp lay  Deterrnj.ne7*.tior-i ' r7f . .  " 

F.. r-f-om f lctober ::I;-5, F'once t . rans i  t e d  t.n S~rda Bay, Ctrete a +o r  Il:H-L'bb 

f l y  a f f ,  1.n t-.espans3e t o  Real-Wdt-1.d tasl.::ing 1.n st.!ppr2v-.k, of mpt;rai:.ian 

"S i . l ve r  F'i.rreH 1.n which Ponce ai.r  asse ts  were u t . i l . i r e d  t o  st..ipport 

i- ' a~.:.:'ch F: ieet  r~perat.io!.-ts, fin t k t a h e r  8, t h e  "F'rn~..id L - i . r m "  re jo i .ned 

t.t-~e o the r  MAR(; 2-(?I i.!n:i t s  f o r  t h e  rema:i.nder o f  D i s p l a y  

Detzerininalrion ' 9 1 .  Thra!.:ghn!..rt. t h e  e n t i r e  e:.:ercj.se, P o n t e ' s  

per-Sormarilce was outst:.anclj. ng . Frlam s e r v i  nq as SneaE: Attack: Deferlse 

[Zolllrrnlinatcsr- arid F'rj.ma..r-y C:antral Ship fclr t h e  e n t i r e  e x e r c i s e ?  t o  

crctndr-rcti ng success+ u.l Mine Lead Through Opera t i  oms {Dpera t ion  

Damsel F a i r  i and ernpXoyj.riq Organic: rjpdec j. n a ~,i!.ccessS~..il s i  rrrc!lated 

Err~wn on Bli .  ..te attack:: on USS Forest .a l1 i C V  59), t h e  F'roctd L.ion 

e:.:c:el I. ecl :i 1-1 aj. l miss ion  areas. Cis Sneat:: Cittaci:: D e f  ertse Commander- , 
F:'c::znce si.tccessS\..\l l y caordj. nat.ed ATF and MIUW asset.s j. n clef ense o f  

ti-te AFT a t  anchor-. I!r..tring bo th  t.he rehearsa l  la r td ing a t  C a n d a r i .  

Bay and the f i n a l  assa i l i t  a t  Saros Fay, F'once's perfnrmance as 

.-.. 
L,;,, F'once d i r e c t e d  F't-imar-y I.,ontrc:~l. Ship <Pi::$) was nutsl;.andi.nq. Cis. F"-'" 

sitcrecssf~.il n iqht /dawn .;hi p-to-shore movements o f  ACiV " s ,  I-CfiC:'s and 

cat-go ancrl s i . . . i ~ ~ e ~ < s f  CII. 1.y i:aordi.nated afiliphitrioc1.s I.ancii~.igs i t 7  

accrmr.dan!::e wit .h F'CS i. n t e n t i o n  miessages, szde l  y and ir,n t ime.  

131-1 !31::tabe~- j.6, F'onc:e Med-Mo~red i n fhezsa l  an i  1.:: j. , Greece . for  

sr:sme we:l% cte..;erved X i b e r t y .  Th i s  p a r t  v i s i t  a l s o  served t o  h e l p  

u.eestabl.:i.iii;l-1 1.ISiGreek:: t-el.atj.rms and w a s ,  aqa in ,  f r e e  Srcm any 

:I. :i. t:r e r- I:. <j j. n c: j. cl e r~ t s . 



e f f e c t i v e l y  cat-r ieci mi. ..c'c dc r t ies  n o r m a 1 . l ~  assignet? t o  a i'::arr.j.er 

t n a t t l  e iArot-ip. D\.tri ng  Hammerl. c~c!::, F'once's ai. r depat-~tment s t - ~ s t a i  ?led 

contiriuuc!.s 6 l e t - t  5 ar-ld A l e r t  i."jreabinee,s s t a t i t s  i.n si-.tpport a+ 

f :i. i q h t  oper -a t i  ons. 

O n  Octat!er 31, F'onr:~ a r r i v e d  i n  F'alma, Spa in  and once agair t  

en jayed  an f ~ n c i  d e n t  t r e e  p o r t  v i s i t  r;t.tpport ing Navy i-eague and 

2-. !..,r::,mi.-el. func t icsns  ashore.  

1 lye "F-cr~.\cl I.... i c1r-1 " wazl ctnderway aga i  n on November '7 and a r r - i  ved 

:ir-I A l .m~ . r i a ,  Spa in  on Navember 8. k l h i l e  i n  Almet-ia, F'once k e p t  I:?uzy 

51...t j~~r::!rt i i-1q iiSMC:/Spani~.Pi t : l i l . a te ra l  t r a i n i n q  i n  E x e r c i s e  Eet.acclm 

: ?> 1 I;n a r i d i t i o n  t o  provid: l .nq +uod and j.agis.tii:: .:i..!.ppnt-t f o r  t h e  

'7l i f3 tri..jillps asi-iore, F'c::tnce's !..Clt condi..ic+:ed a comple te  o f f - l . oad  of' 

a:i 1. MAHG i l r i i t t i ;  anrj h e r  sai. :t at-:; and mar-i.nes once a g a i n  had an 

i ncri cjer1.t f r-ee pc :~r t  vi. s i  S-. . 
i::ll"r Nc::wemlr>er. 18, F'once was 1-cnderway , enroci te  t c r ?  Car-teqena , 

S!::!ainc p,-~pr--~ ,... t.. a t - r i ved  i. n Cat-tegana on November- 2rZi, and beqai? a 

t:.welve day r -epa i r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t n  c o m p l e t i n g  

b!b jot_?% dt-iri:?q t the RAY,  t h e  "Ft-oud 1.-.icsn" a l s o  scrppart,ei! t h e  

S:i. x t t . ;  F:t eet. Ser-vi c e  Center  '5 ThlanC::sqivinq Day r e 1  e b r a t i  on as  t h e  

rr.ew en joyed  .the I-irsi i cia)) i n p o r t .  Once aqa in ,  F'ance r e c o r d e d  no 

. .i.:l.ber.ty :inc:irJents whi:te i n  Carteqena. 

0r-I !:jeceml3er 2 ,  F'[:)i..i~:f: q o t  underway f r o m  Carteqer?a, t r a n s i t e d  t h ~  

.[.. ...::.. r-ai qi7t.n; of G i  b r a i  tar-  ancl a r r i v e d  1.n Rota,  Spa in  on December 3 

f nr a f j.na:i. Aqr-ici..il t u r a j .  I : r?spec' t ion and v e h i c l e  washdown. Whi 1.e i n  



R o t a ,  VADM W .  A. Clwenz. ., Cc~mmandqr S i  ;.i t h  Fi. e e t  toi-i.p-ed pof;(-e arid ,-iave 

a .short  br:i.ef t o  t h e  crew. 

F'nnre depar-t.ed R0t.a an December b and cutchopped S I X T H  FLEET. 

Deceinber 12, MARE 2-5'1 and MrriRG 3-91 condt..tcted a t i l c~e  Waker 

r, . . . . 
v.he.Xit.i.trnover. F'once cantini-led her A t l a n t i c  c r n s s i  rig, ~or ic j i . i~ t . i ,  nq 

GI -, li-[-PE-C ,... : f c i ?  Iz'r-c~jpc!l..i!sn Mnn i t n r i ng  Team t r i a l s  i n  t h e  ~ a c i n i t y  c:,S 

R .... .... t:t-mi..ici.ei f ram I!ecember !.&-213. The F'rnud L i  an a r r  i ved i. n Morehead 

Ci.l:.y, i'JL3r.th Cat-ol 3.1-la on Uerember I(?'. 

i..fr::ir?n camp:. e t i o n  o+ t h e  USMC: CSf f -1.aad a t  Moreheail C i t y ,  Bonce 

embari.::@il .fami:~y anid +riei .?ds f a r  an i-jvet-niqht "T ige r  Cr?ni.sclH t o  

Nmr-$c:);L I::, V i r y i n i a .  

i-,!r-i December 28, F'12nce s a i  l ecl crp ?hi  mbl e Shoals; Channe:L arid 

pi-,tl:ied ;.r. i tn Nnrfolk:: P.lavs.1 Base frir- a much a n t i c ~ i p a t e d  re??.nian w i t l - !  

. - 
w:it-e:i;, qir-1.f r i e n d ~ ,  faini l y and Sr iends,  th t is  ending an e v e n t f u l  

arid h i i g h l ' y '  s~!.r:tessScil depl.nyment. 

The r-emai rider- a+ Eecember was spent i n p o r t  Nctrf a? I:: f o r  ha:: :i day 

/p':"?st depl. nyment 1 cave and up keep. 


