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USS OGDEN (LPD 5 )  
1 9  73 CHRONOLOGY 

Upkeep Sub ic  Bay 

Backload BLT 3 1 4  Personne l  and Equipment 

Enroute  t o  Gulf o f  Tonkin 

T r a n s f e r r e d  SRF Subic  pe r sonne l  t o  USS ORISKANY 

ARG Opera t ions  Gulf o f  Tonkin 

V e r t r e p  from USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3)  

Unrep from USS PONCHATOULA (A0 1 4 8 )  

Enroute  Singapore  

Crossed equa to r  

I n p o r t  S ingapore  

Enroute  Subfe Bay 

I n p o r t  Subic  Bay 

Off loaded  BLT 314 pe r sonne l  and equipment 
Chopped t o  CTF 78  

Embarked AMCM Un i t  BRAVO and HM-12 Det B 

0 1  Conducted MINEX i n  Sub ic  Bay 

0 2 V i s i t  by COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT. 

0 4  V i s i t  by COMPHIBPAC, COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT and COMPHIBRON 
ONE.  Rendered a s s i s t a n c e  t o  USS TOLOVANA (A0 6 4 )  f o r  f i r e .  

0 5  V i s i t  by COMSEVENTHFLT 

1 4  V i s i t  by COMPHIBRON ONE 

1 6  ISE i n  Sub ic  Bay OPAREAS 
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2 8 

MAR 

Inport Subic Bay 

Received annual CMS Inspection 

ISE for Sea Trials In Subic Bay OPAREAS 

Enroute to Haiphong Harbor 

Anchored in Haiphong Harbor approaches 

Visit by COMINEWARFOR (CTF 78) RADM MCCAULEY 

Unrep from USNS TALUGA (A0 62) 

Enroute to TF 78 holding area in vicinity of Danang 

ISE Danang holding area 

Enroute to Haiphong holding area 

Formation steaming in Haiphong holding area 

Vertrep from USS SAN JOSE (AFS 7) 

Unrep to USS TAWASA (ATF 92) and USS CHOWANOC (ATF 100) 

Anchored in Haiphong Harbor approaches 

Commenced AMCM operations 

Visit by COMINEWARFOR (CTF 78) 

Unrep from USS CACAPON (A0 52) 

Vertrep from USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3) 
Unrep from USS MARIAS (A0 57) 

7000th accident free landing 

Visit by COMOMCOM (CTG 78.1) and DRV observers 

Unrep from USS MARIAS (A0 57) 

Conrep/Vertrep from USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS 4) 

Visit by COMOMCOM 
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28 

29 

3 0 

11.5 ;i 

01-16 

04 

04-06 

08 

12 

16-18 

17 

19-23 

24-25 

24 

26-30 

MAY 

Unrep from USNS TALUGA (A0 62) 

Visit by COMOMCOM and DRV observers 

Visit by COMINEWARFOR and CQMOMCOM 

Anchored in Haiphong Harbor approaches 

Vertrep from USS SAN JOSE (AFS 7) 

Embarked COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT Chief of Staff 

Unrep from USS MARIAS (A0 57) 

Visit by COMINEWARFOR. Unrep from USS NAVASOTA (A0 106) 

Enroute to Hong Kong, B.C.C. 

Unrep from USS PONCHATOULA (A0 148) 

Inport Hong Kong 

Enroute Subie Bay 

Conducted full power and economy runs 

Upkeep Subic Bay 

Inport Subic Bay 

Offloaded HM-12 Det B and AMCM Unit BRAVO 

Onloaded HMH-463 Det D and AMCM Unit DELTA 

ISE Subic Bay 

Inport Manila 

Provided fire party to Norwegian freighter SS TAIMYE 

Enroute to Subic Bay 

Upkeep Subic Bay 

Acted as flagship for COMINEWARFOR 
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2 1 - 2 2  

23-24 

2 5 - 2 :  

LY-30 

31 

J U N  - 
01-06 

07-11 

1 2 - 1 4  

15-18 

18-20 

20-26 

28-30 

J U L  - 
01-06 

02 

04 

ISE Subic Bay OPAREAS 

Enroute t o  Keelung, Taiwan 

I n p o r t  Keelung, SOPA Keelung 

Enroute t o  Subic Bay 

Inpo r t  Subic Bay 

Upkeep Subic Bay 

Enroute t o  Singapore 

I n p o r t  Singapore .  Loaded CVA boa t  poo l .  

Enroute t o  Gulf of  Tonkin 

Anchored i n  Haiphong Harbor approaches 

Anchored i n  Hon Gai anchorage a r e a .  Became MSO suppor t  
s h i p .  

V i s i t  by GOMINEWARFOR 

V i s i t  by COMPHIBRON ONE 

Enroute t o  Vinh anchorage a r e a  

Unrep from USS GUADALUPE [A0 32) 

Anchored i n  Vinh anchorage 

Anchored i n  Vinh anchorage a r ea  

Rescued crew of downed CH-53 he lo  

With a s s i s t  of  USS GRASP (ARS 24) r e t u r n e d  sa lvaged  CH-53 
t o  w e l l  deck 

Underway t o  evade typhoon A N I T A  

Passed through eye of typhoon ANITA 

Anchored a t  Cua Sot/Hon Matt 

4 Enclosure (1) 



10 Conrep from USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS 4) 

AUG - 
01 

01-07 

07-31 

SEP - 
01-30 

01-23 

24 

OCT - 
01-31 

26 

NOV - 
01-26 

06-08 

V i s i t  by COMPHIBRON ONE and COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT 

"lsit by COMPHIBRON ONE. Unrep from USS GUADALUPE (A0 32) 

Enroute to Subic Bay 

Onloaded HMH-463 personnel and equipment. Offloaded CVA 
boat pool boats. 

Enroute to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 

Transited San Bernardino Straits 

Chopped to COMTHIRDFLT 

Inport Pearl Harbor. Offloaded HMH-463. 

Enroute to San Diego, California 

Inport San Diego, leave and upkeep period 

Inport San Diego 

Leave and upkeep period 

Readiness Improvement Period 

Training Readiness Evaluation by FLTRAGRUPAC 

Inport San Diego. Readiness Improvement Period. 

Change of Command, 

Inport San Diego 

Safety inspection by personnel from Naval Safety Center 
(Norfolk) 

Ship's party 

ISE in SOCAL OPAREAS 
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DEC 

Inport San Diego 

!Ipkeep San Diego 

Medical inspection by PHIBPAC Force Medical Officer 

Command Inspection by COMPHIBRON THREE 

3-M Assist visit by COMPHIBPAC 3-M Team 

NWAI Assist Visit 

Holiday leave period 
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USS OGDEN (LPD 5)  
1973 

N a r r a t i v e  H i s t o r y  f o r  t h e  USS OGDEN (LPD 5) f o r  t h e  y e a r  1973. 

C.  .:LANDED BY : 
A. E .  NEIGER,  Cap t a in ,  U .  S. Navy 01 J anua ry  - 26 October  
R.  N .  CONGDON, Cap t a in ,  U .  S .  Navy 26 October - 31 December 

HOMEPORT : 
San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a  

ASSIGNED TO: 
Amphibious Squadron THREE 

MISSION: 

The mi s s ion  of  t h e  USS OGDEN (LPD 5 )  i s  t o  t r a n s p o r t  and 
l and  t r o o p s  and t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  equipment and s u p p l i e s  by means 
of  embarked l and ing  c r a f t ,  amphibian v e h i c l e s  and h e l i c o p t e r  
l i f t  * 

On January  1, 1973 t h e  USS OGDEN was moored i n  Sub ic  Bay 
undergoing a  much needed upkeep a t  t h e  Sh ip  Repa i r  F a c i l i t y ,  
Subie  Bay. P r e p a r a t i o n s  were be ing  made f o r  t h e  backload 
of  BLT 314 pe r sonne l  and equipment and f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t r a n s i t  
t o  t h e  Gulf of Tonkrn. On January  7 ,  t h e  s h i p  g o t  underway 
w i t h  h e r  Marines and a group o f  SRF pe r sonne l  who were t o  be  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  USS ORISKANY when t h e  OGDEN a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  
Gulf .  The p e r i o d  from January  9 t o  January  18 c o n s i s t e d  o f  
a  r easonab ly  uneven t fu l  p e r i o d  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  a s  p a r t  o f  Am- 
ph ib ious  Ready Group ALFA. Most o f  t h e  t ime was spen t  i n  
t h e  Amphibious Holding Area i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Danang. The 
d a i l y  rou tnne  was broken on ly  twice  w i t h  a  VERTREP from USS 
NIAGARA FALLS on January  16 and an UNREP from USS PONCHATOULA 
on January  17.  On January  18 ,  t h e  ready group depa r t ed  t h e  
Gulf on a t r a n s i t  t o  Singapore  f o r  a  r e s t  and r e c r e a t i o n  p o r t  
v i s i t .  The h igh  p o i n t  sf t h i s  t r i p  was c r o s s i n g  t h e  e q u a t o r  
and t h e  v i s i t  o f  King NEPTUNE and h i s  Royal Court  on January  2 1 .  
The f l i g h t  deck f e s t i v i t i e s  i nc luded  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  n e a r l y  
800 "po l~ywogs"  i n t o  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  t h e  domain o f  King NEPTUNE. 
The ready group anchored nn t h e  Man-of-war anchorage i n  Singapore  
on January  2 2 .  The morning o f  J anua ry  25 b rought  unexpected 
o r d e r s  t o  g e t  underway and proceed t o  Sub ic  Bay u s ing  " a l l  
a v a i l a b l e  speed."  This  was t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s h i p ' s  p a r -  
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  "OPERATION ENDSWEEP." A r r i v a l  i n  Sub ic  Bay on 
January  29 brought  on a  f l u r r y  o f  a c t i v i t y  t o  g e t  a l l  o f  t h e  
BLT 314 pe r sonne l  and equipment o f f l o a d e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a s s i g n -  
ment o f  t h e  s h i p  t o  Task Force 78 .  On January  30, t h e  s h i p  
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was p u t  under  t h c  c o n t r o l  o f  CTF 78 and t h e  onload o f  e lements  
of  t h e  mine-c lea rance  f o r c e s  was s t a r t e d .  The onload of  AMCM 
Uni t  BRAVO and H M - 1 2  Detachment BRAVO was completed on January  
31 and t h e  s h i p  was ready t o  commence t r a i n i n g  f o r  h e r  f u t u r e  
r o l e  as suppo r t  s h i p  du r ing  t h e  mine-c lea rance  o p e r a t i o n s  
a l n r j  t h e  c o a s t  o f  North Vietnam. 

?he f i r s t  t h r e e  weeks of February  were s p e n t  a t  anchor i n  
Subic  Bay making p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  d e p a r t u r e  t o  t h e  North V i e t -  
namese m i n e f i e l d s .  Areas i n  Subic  Bay were l a i d  o u t  and O G D E N ' s  
h e l i c o p t e r s  made p r a c t i c e  runs  through them j u s t  a s  t hey  would 
be i n  North Vietnam. On boa rd ,  t h e  w e l l  deck crews and f l i g h t  
deck crews g o t  much needed t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e i r  new ~ o b s .  February  
16 was s p e n t  a t  s e a  i n  t h e  Subic  Bay OPAREAS g e t t i n g  t h e  s h i p  
back up t o  a  b a t t l e  ready c o n d i t i o n .  Primary emphasis was 
p l aced  on t h r e e  s e c t i o n  watches and p r e c i s i o n  n a v i g a t i o n  d r i l l s .  
On r e t u r n  t o  Sub ic  Bay on t h e  evening o f  February  16 ,  f i n a l  
loadou t  was s t a r t e d  and t h e  crew was g r a n t e d  some much dese rved  
l i b e r t y .  February 17 b rought  t h e  complet ion  of t h e  loadou t  
and a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i b e r t y  b r eak .  Also ,  t h e  s h i p  
r e c e i v e d  i t s  Annual CMS I n s p e c t i o n .  OGDEN l e f t  Subic  Bay f o r  
one more day of  ISE on February  20. Again, f i n a l  t r a i n i n g  was 
conducted b e f o r e  t h e  t r a n s i t  t o  t h e  Gulf o f  Tonkin. On February  
2 1 ,  t h e  s h i p  d e p a r t e d  Sub ic  Bay f o r  t h e  t r a n s i t  t o  Haiphong Harbor. 
On h e r  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  Haiphong a r e a  on February  23, t h e  OGDEN 
was t h e  f i r s t  m a ~ o r  v e s s e l  t o  t r a n s i t  t h e  swept channe l  i n t o  t h e  
Haiphong anchorage a r e a .  The on ly  two remaining underway 
t imes  du r ing  t h e  month o f  February  were on February  26 f o r  
an UNREP from USNS TALUGA and on February  28 when n e g o t i a t i o n s  
a t  Cat  B i  broke  down and t h e  e n t i r e  t a s k  f o r c e  g o t  underway. 
The d e s t i n a t i o n  was t h e  amphibious ho ld ing  a r e a  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  Danang. 

The s h i p  remained i n  t h e  Danang ho ld ing  a r e a  u n t i l  March 2 when 
she  was o rde r ed  t o  ano the r  ho ld ing  a r e a  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
Haiphong. From March 2 u n t i l  March 6  O G D E N ,  a long  w i t h  t h e  
r e s t  of  Task Force 78, steamed i n  a  ho ld ing  a r e a  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of  Haiphong wh i l e  awa i t i ng  o r d e r s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  anchorage 
a r e a .  On t h e  morning o f  March 6 ,  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  resumed and,  
once a g a i n ,  OGDEN t r a n s n f t e d  t h e  swept channel  and proceeded 
t o  anchorage i n  t h e  Haiphong a r e a .  The s h i p  remained i n  t h e  
anchorage a r e a  through t h e  end o f  March w i t h  t h e  excep t i on  o f  
s i x  t imes  t h a t  she  go t  underway f o r  underway rep len i shments  
o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  anchorage a r e a ,  During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  s e v e r a l  
e v e n t s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  occu r r ed .  F i r s t ,  on February  1 4 ,  t h e  
s h i p ' s  A i r  Department c e l e b r a t e d  t h e i r  7 ,000th  a c c i d e n t  f r e e  
l and ing .  Other  n o t a b l e  occa s s ions  i nc luded  v i s i t s  from CTF 78 
(RADM MCCAULEY) and two v i s i t s  from r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
Democrat ic  Republ ic  o f  Vietnam. These two v i s i t s  i nc luded  
t op  r ank ing  o f f i c e r s  from DRV m i l i t a r y  groups and were b a s i c -  
a l l y  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  t o u r s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  equipment and p roce-  
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dures  ,used i n  t h e  mine-clearance o p e r a t i o n s .  

The p e r i o d  from A p r i l  l t o  A p r i l  16 saw a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  
mine-clcarance o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  0.GDEN p lay ing  much t h e  same r o l e  
a s  : u ~ p o r t  s h i p  f o r  t h e  mine-clearance h e l i c o p t e r s .  During t h i s  
pe :od t h r e e  underway replenishments  took p l a c e .  On A p r i l  16 ,  
t h e  s h i p  depa r t ed  t h e  Haiphong a r e a  en rou te  t o  Hong Kong f o r  a  
r e s t  and r e c r e a t i o n  p o r t  v i s i t .  The t r a n s i t  was uneven t fu l ,  
w i t h  OGDEN and o t h e r  u n i t s  of  Task Force 78  mooring i n  Hong 
Kong ha rbo r  on t h e  morning of A p r i l  19 .  A l l  u n i t s  go t  under-  
way on A p r i l  23 f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t r a n s i t  t o  Subic Bay and ano the r  
much needed upkeep p e r i o d  a t  SRF. This  t r a n s i t  d i d  p rov ide  
OGDEN w i t h  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  conduct bo th  a  f u l l  power and an 
economy run.  On A p r i l  2 6 ,  t h e  s h i p  be r thed  a t  Alava p i e r  and 
remained t h e r e  f o r  t h e  remainder of  A p r i l .  

May was probably  t h e  most r e l a x i n g  month of t h e  deployment f o r  
t h e  crew of OGDEN.  The s h i p  remained i n  upkeep i n  Subic  Bay 
u n t i l  May 10.  The major a c t i v i t i e s  dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u -  
ded r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  s h i p  and t h e  t u rnove r  o f  t h e  AMCM u n i t s  and 
h e l i c o p t e r  detachments between May 2 and May 8 .  The new u n i t s  
brought aboard were AMCM Uni t  DELTA and HMH-463 Detachment DELTA. 
A one day steaming p e r i o d  f o r  ISE i n  t h e  Subic  Bay OPAREAS on 
May 10 was fol lowed by a  r e s t  and r e c r e a t i o n  p o r t  v i s i t  i n  Manila 
from May 11 t o  May 1 4 .  On May 1 2 ,  an emergency r e q u e s t  was 
r ece ived  from t h e  p o r t  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  p rov ide  a  f i r e  f i g h t i n g  
team t o  t h e  Norwegian f r e i g h t e r  SS TAIMYE. A chemical  f i r e  
had broken o u t  i n  one of t h e i r  cargo ho lds  and,  be ing  an 
automated s h i p  w i t h  a  crew o f  1 2 ,  they  had no c a p a b i l i t y  
of f f g h t i n g  t h e  f i r e  themselves .  OGDEN mustered t h e  r e scue  
and a s s i s t a n c e  p a r t y  and i n  a  ma t t e r  of  hours  t h e  f i r e  was 
con ta ined  w i t h  no i n j u r i e s  and v i r t u a l l y  no major damage t o  
t h e  TAIMYE. On May 1 3 ,  t h e  T A I M Y E ' s  owner 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
v i s i t e d  t h e  OGDEN and expressed  h i s  company's g r e a t  thanks 
f o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  rendered by O G D E N ' s  f i r e  p a r t y .  On May 15 ,  
OGDEN r e t u r n e d  t o  Subic Bay f o r  ano ther  upkeep p e r i o d  t h a t  
l a s t e d  u n t i l  May 2 1 .  From May 18 u n t i l  May 2 2 ,  t h e  s h i p  was 
des igna t ed  a s  t h e  f l a g s h i p  f o r  COMINEWARFOR. May 2 1  and 2 2 ,  
were s p e n t  a t  s e a  i n  t h e  Subic  Bay OPAREAS f o r  ISE. The nex t  
t r i p  f o r  t h e  s h i p  was a  p o r t  v i s i t  i n  Keelung, Taiwan. The 
t r a n s i t  inc luded  May 23 and May 2 4 ,  w i t h  e n t r y  i n t o  Keelung 
t ak ing  p l a c e  on May 25. During t h i s  i n p o r t  p e r i o d  OGDEN was 
SOPA, Keelung. May 29 and May 30 were spen t  making t h e  r e t u r n  
t r a n s i t  t o  Subic  Bay and May 31 was spen t  i n p o r t  Subic Bay i n  
upkeep. 

The upkeep p e r i o d  which s t a r t e d  on May 31 l a s t e d  u n t i l  June 7 ,  
when OGDEN go t  underway f o r  Singapore .  The assignment on t h i s  
t r i p  was t o  p i c k  up f i v e  boa t s  t h a t  had been l e f t  i n  Singapore 
t o  a c t  a s  l i b e r t y  b o a t s  f o r  any C V A ' s  t h a t  might go t h e r e .  The 
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s h i p  a r r i v e d  i n  Singapore on June 1 2  and loaded t h e  b o a t s - o n  
June 13.  For t h e  second t ime,  t h e  s t a y  i n  Singapore was c u t  
s h o r t  a s  t h e  s h i p  was ordered  t o  s a i l  f o r  Haiphong aga in  f o r  
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  mine-clearance o p e r a t i o n s .  The s h i p  
anch-red i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Hon Gai and was a s s igned  d u t i e s  a s  
MSG Support Ship  a long  wi th  h e r  o t h e r  d u t i e s  a s  h e l i c o p t e r  
bupport s h i p .  During h e r  term w i t h  t h e  MSOs OGDEN provided 
a l l  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  t h e  MSOs could  g e t  from a  r e g u l a r  t ende r .  
Some of t h e s e  i t ems  inc luded ;  f u e l ,  food,  d i s b u r s i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  
b a r b e r  s e r v i c e s ,  s h i p ' s  s t o r e  u s e ,  f r e s h  w a t e r ,  l u b r i c a t i n g  
o i l ,  n a v i g a t i o n  c h a r t s ,  and a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e p a i r  work. On June 26, 
t h e  s h i p  was ordered  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Vinh t o  commence mine- 
c l ea rance  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Vinh/Cua Sot  a r e a .  These ope ra t i ons  
cont inued f o r  t h e  remainder of  June.  

The p e r i o d  from J u l y  1 t o  J u l y  6  was spen t  anchored i n  t h e  Vinh 
a r e a .  On J u l y  2 ,  one of  t h e  mine-c lea r ing  h e l i c o p t e r s  exper ienced 
t r o u b l e  and c rashed  nea r  t h e  sho re  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  OGDEN. One of 
O G D E N ' s  b o a t s  was immediately d i spa t ched  t o  t h e  c r a s h  scene and 
w i t h i n  minutes t h e  e n t i r e  f o u r  man crew of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was 
on t h e  boa t  and on t h e i r  way back t o  OGDEN. The USS GRASP was 
ass igned  t h e  job of l o c a t i n g  t h e  wreck and,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  r e t u r n i n g  
it t o  OGDEN. On J u l y  4 ,  t h e  wreck was l i f t e d  from t h e  bottom and 
r e t u r n e d  t o  O G D E N ' s  we l l -deck  v i a  one of t h e  s h i p ' s  M-8 b o a t s .  
On J u l y  6 ,  due t o  weather  warnings r ece ived  from FWC Guam, a l l  
Task Force 78 u n i t s  go t  underway t o  t r y  t o  evade typhoon A N I T A .  
A f t e r  two days of evas ion  maneuvers, i n  which OGDEN and h e r  
a t t a c h e d  MSOs t r i e d  t o  evade t h e  typhoon, ANITA caught t h e  s h i p s  
and a t  0 9 0 0  on J u l y  8  all of t h e  s h i p s  passed  through t h e  eye 
of  t h e  typhoon. J u s t  p r i o r  t o  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  eye ,  winds i n  
excess  of  65  knots  and s e a s  w i th  over  4 0  f o o t  waves were exper-  
i enced .  A f t e r  pa s s ing  through t h e  eye ,  winds and s e a s  calmed and 
on J u l y  9  a l l  s h i p s  were a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  anchorage i n  t h e  
Vinh/Cua Sot  a r e a .  OGDEN remained anchored i n  t h i s  a r e a  u n t i l  
J u l y  18 when she  go t  underway f o r  Subic  Bay. On a r r i v a l  i n  
Subic Bay on J u l y  2 0 ,  a l l  AMCM u n i t s  and equipment were o f f l oaded  
and a l l  of  t h e  remaining personne l  and equipment of  HMH-463 were 
onloaded f o r  t r a n s i t  t o  P e a r l  Harbor. On J u l y  2 1 ,  t h e  s h i p  
depa r t ed  Subfc Bay f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t r a n s i t  t o  h e r  homeport of  
San Diego, She a r r i v e d  i n  P e a r l  Harbor on August 1, a f t e r  
t r a n s i t t i n g  t h e  San Bernardino S t r a i t s  on J u l y  2 2  and changing 
o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  t o  COMTHIRDFLT on J u l y  2 7 .  

August 1 was s p e n t  i n  P e a r l  Harbor o f f l o a d i n g  HMH-463 personne l  
and equipment. The s h i p  depa r t ed  P e a r l  Harbor on t h e  n i g h t  of 
August 1 f o r  t h e  f i n a l  l e g  of  h e r  journey home. A f t e r  t e n  and 
one-ha l f  months away from h e r  home p o r t  of  San Diego, OGDEN 
passed under t h e  Coronado Bay Bridge a t  0930 on August 7 .  
The s h i p  immediately went i n t o  a  l e ave  and upkeep p e r i o d  f o r  
t he  remainder of  August. 

4 Enclosure  (2) 



The month of September was spen t  i n p o r t  San Diego w i t h  a  con t inu -  
a t i o n  o f  t h e  l eave  and upkeep p e r i o d  l a s t i n g  u n t i l  September 23. 
On September 2 4 ,  t h e  s h i p  began i t s  Readiness Improvement Per iod  
w i t b  a T ra in ing  Readiness Eva lua t ion  by FLTRAGRUPAC personne l .  

A s  w i t h  September, t h e  e n t i r e  month of October was s p e n t  i n  San 
Diego. The main emphasis dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  was spen t  on t h e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  Readiness Improvement Program. October 
26 brought ano the r  change of command t o  OGDEN a s  Capta in  
R. E .  Neiger was r e l i e v e d  by Capta in  R .  N b  Congdon, 

The s h i p  remained i n p o r t  San Diego from November 1 t o  November 
26. The on ly  two n o t a b l e  even t s  dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  were t h e  
s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  from November 6 t o  November 8 by personne l  
from Naval S a f e t y  Cente r  (Norfolk) and a  s h i p ' s  p a r t y  h e l d  on 
November 1 2 .  The s h i p  pu t  t o  s e a  f o r  an ISE p e r i o d  from 
November 26 t o  November 30 t o  beg in  r e t r a i n i n g  t h e  crew i n  
underway e v o l u t i o n s .  Most e x e r c i s e s  conducted were b a s i c  
seamanship, f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and gunnery p r a c t i c e .  

December was s p e n t  i n p o r t  San Diego. On December 4 ,  a Medical 
In spec t ion  was h e l d  by PHIBPAC Force Medical O f f i c e r .  From 
December 5 t o  December 7 t h e  annual  command i n s p e c t i o n  was 
h e l d  by COMPHIBRON THREE, A 3-M Assist V i s i t  was h e l d  by 
t h e  COMPHIBPAC 3-M Team from December 10 t o  December 12. 
F i n a l l y ,  on December 1 2 ,  an NWAI Assist V i s i t  was conducted.  
The yea r  f i n i s h e d  f o r  OGDEN w i t h  t h e  ho l iday  l eave  p e r i o d  
commencing on December 1 4  and con t inu ing  u n t i l  December 31. 
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