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uSS OGDEN (LPG 5) Chronology 

1 JLZNUW 197@ - 31 DECEMBER 197$ 

JANVARY 
1-5 Inport Subis Bay 

6m7 Underway for Da Nang Ready OPS 

7-11 Ready OPS Off Coast XW! 

l ( d  Amphibious demonstration for RVN Defense College students 

11-12 Underway to Subic Bay 

13-17 Type Training in Subic OPAREAS 

17-25 RAV Subic Gay, Offload BATTALICI? LANDING TEM! (BLT) 219 

25-26 Underway to Da Nang 

2 7 Anchored in Da Nang Harbor, Commenced Keystone Bluejay Redep: oyment 
Backload 

27-28 Night Steaming Off Coast Cear 2 s  Nang 

28 Completed Keystone Bluejay Backload at Da b!ang deep water pie3:s 

28-31 Underway to Okinawa 

3 1 Fuel stop at Buckner Bay, Okinawa, Underway to Del Mar, Ca1i:ioraSa 

1-13 Enroute t o  Del Mar 

13 Offloaded Keystone Bluejay redeployment personnel and equipme;!t a t  
anchor off Del Nar. Underway to San Diego, Moored at San Dft 'gg .0  

13-25 Upkeep San Diego 

25 FEE - Underway to Subic Bay 
15 IUR 

MARCH 

15-18 Backload BI~TTALION LA1X)ING TEAM 219 

18 Underway to Oktnawa 

21-23 Offloaded BLT 219, backloaded BLT 319 at ORA WAN and Buckner 3ap, 
Okinawa 

24-26 Pre-Operation Golden Dragon exercise and training at Kt.3 Blue and 
Buckner Bay, Ckf nawa 

27 MAR- Underway t o  Subic Bay 
1 APR 
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APRX L 

2 09 

9-13 

13-14 

29 APK- 
1 MAY 

MAY 

2-5 

5 

6 

7-9 

JUNE 

RAV Subfc Bag 

Underway t o  Okinawa 

Backloaded PIEB f o r  Operat ion Golden Dragon 

Enroute South Korea conducting exe rc i ses  r e l a t e d  t o  Operation ;olden 
Dragon 

Operation Golden Dragon rehea r sa l  

Operation Golden Dragon near  PoP Hang, Urea 

S,@@bh Helicopter  Landing 

Underway Okf nawa 

Off loaded MEB a t  Buckner Bay, Okfnawa 

Underway t o  ready Ops 

Ready Ops 

Underway t o  Hong Koag ( V i s i t  cancel led)  

Underway t o  Da Nang Raady Ops 

Ready Ops 

Underway t o  Hong Komg 

I n  port Hong Kong 

Underway to Subis Bag 

Inport Subfc Bay 

En rou te  Okinawa 

Turnover, Okfnawa 

Enroute Da Nang 

Retrograde h a d  Da Nang 

Enxonte Subfc Bay 

Brief f u e l  s top  Solbig; Ray and Exchange of Boats 



5=8 Enroute Kosss 

8 T'uhned LCU over to C@lNCILrFONWRIANAS Representative 

S = l d  Enroute Guam 

18 Brief fue l  stop Guam 

i@L18 Enroute Z earl !:arbor 

1 8 Parrial Offload Peas1 Harbor 

19 Sh ip  s birthday party 

1gT24 Enroute San Diego 

24 JUN- Leave and Upkeep San Diego 
27 JUL 

JUEY 

27 -29 Gunnery School Ship 

29 JUE- Inport San Diego 
2 AUG 

AUGUST 

3 -  7 ISE 

7-15 lnport San Diego 

15-2@ Operation High Desert 

20.31 Inport San Dlego 

2 3 Change of Comnand 

SEPTEMBER 

1 - 8 Inport. San Diego 

2 2 Brief fuel s top Ckrnawa 

22,=25 Enroute !Tong Kong 

25-.29 Tnport Hong &ng 

29,-3@ Enroute Ca Nang 
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3 8 Anchored Da Mane 

3@ SEE- Night Steam of f  Da Nang Harbor 
1 OCT 

OCTBBER 

31-3 Anchored Da Nang 

3.-4 Load zieerograde a t  Deepwater Piers 

5 - 6  Enroute Subic Bay avoiding Typhoon Iris 

6 Brief fuel  s top  Subie and part ia l  load exchange 

6-16 Enrout Pear 1 Harbor 

66-17 Partial  Offload, b r ~ e f  fue l  stop Pearl Harbor 

22 --23 Off load Camp De 1 Mar 

2 3 Enroute San Diego 

23- 3@ Inport San Diego 

3@ OCT- Anchored a t  Coronado Roads 
f PFOV 

1 NOV- M V  San Diego 
31 DEC 

12-1 3 NOV Command Inspection 



19fg VSS OGDEN (LPD 5) IIISTORY NARRATIVE 

J e  N o  HULIHAN, CAPTAIN, USN 
J a  Ho ALVISa CAPTAIN, USN 

1 JAN - 28 AUG 
28 AUG - 31 DEC 

Homeported %n San Dfego, California. Assigned to Amphibious Squadron NIKE 
of the Amphibious Force, U O  S. Pacific Fleet. 

MISSION: 

To transpore and land troops and their equipment and supplies by means 
0% landing craft, amphibian vehicles an8 he?icopters, 



%I P January 197!#, USS OGDE'; commenced the  t h i r d  month of her  t h i r d  
deployment t o  t ' r~e western P a c i f i c  inpoxt Subic Bay, Phi l ippines  rece iv ing 
restr ic ted . ~ m ~ ? ~ ! a b % l % t g  se rv ices  from var ions  r e p a i r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  Four days 
Later9 ' :LEN got underway wi th  BLT 2/9 dmbarked f o r  "ready Operationst* along 
with o t ! ,~s  u n i t s  of Assault Ready Group (ARG) - Alfa t o  which t h e  s h i p  was 
assigned during the  deployment, For t h e  period of 7 t o  11 January, these  
operations Wacs conducted o f f  the  coas t  of the  Republic of Viet  Namnear Da N t n ~ ,  
and included an amphibious demonstration f o r  s tudents  o f  the  Vietnamese Defense 
Giollege, The sh ip  then returned t o  the  Subic Bay a rea  f o r  four days undemstj 
type t r a i n i n g  before another r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  Subic Bay and t h e  of f load 
of B L I  2!" %n preparat ion f o r  a high-speed t r ans -Pac i f i c  cross ing a s  p a r t  of  
riperat %ox& Key stone Bluejay, 

Arriving a t  an  anchorare i n  Da Nang Harbor on 27 January, the  s h i p  comencsd 
a two-day backload of equipment and personnel which were t o  be redeployed oue ~f 
Vie% Nam t o  the  U, S, a s  p a r t  of Keystone Bluegay. The backload was completec ae 
the  deepwater pfess  i n  Da Nang a f t e r  a n ight  of steaming o f f  t h e  coast ,  and t f a  
s h i p  then headed f o r  a f u e l  s t o p  a t  Buckner Bay, Okinawa and an independent 
t x a n s i t  t o  the U, S, A t  f i r s t  l i g h t  on 13 February, the  sh ip  anchored off  the 
Del Mar Boat Basfn a t  Camp Pendleton t o  off load i t s  cargo before noon and thar 
proceed to i t s  homeport of San Diego t h a t  same day. Following a week and a ht56 
of upkeep, the  s1:ip returned independently t o  Subic Bay v i a  a f u e l  s top  i n  Gwmn 
t o  baeklaad BLT 219 and resume opera t ions  with ARC-ALFA. 

Since BLT 2 1 9 ' s  a f l o a t  period was now completed, OGDEN re turned them t o  
gkinawa, where over a three-day period a t  Ora Wan and Buckner Bay they were 
off loaded and BI-1 3/9 was backloaded, During the  next t h r e e  days the  OGDEN 
and i t s  embarked troops conducted var ious  landing exerc i ses  a t  Buckner Bay anc 
ChQn Wan i n  preparat ion f o r  Gperation Golden Dragon. Following a weekPs 
restricted a v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  Subic Bay, OGDEN returned once again t o  Okinawa t o  
take aboard members of the  Golden Dragon kiarine Expeditionary Brigade @EB) 
before conducting various exe rc i ses  in the  Okinawa area  and enroute t o  South 
Korea a s  part  of Operation Golden Dragon, the  f i r s t  j o i n t  U, S. - Korean 
arriphibfsus operat ion s ince  the  Korean Confl ict .  Af ter  a d a y o s  delay due t o  
heavy seas, a r ehea r sa l  landing was made South of the  a s s a u l t  a r e a  near  Poo 
iaap, Karea and than t h e  next day t h e  a s s a u l t  opera t ions  began with OGDEN 

x r i sez t inp  UDT and SEAL Teams in to  the  landing area  under cover of darkness, 
This OGDEN followed with an LVT r a i d  south >f the  landing a rea  before rendezvoi s - ~ q  
.ciif t 'c, the xetnadndar of the  t a s k  force  a t  complete darken ship. The t a s k  fo rce  
fdaded a t  dawn on 21 4prf l ,  The exerc ise  was observed by a l a rge  number of 
high-rankfng Korean o.f$c%als,  When the  operat ion was completed on 25 April ,  
~ 5 %  s h i p  returned t o  Okinawa t o  of f load the  MEB a t  Buckner Bay before r e t u r n i ~ g  
t o  ready operat ions i n  t h e  South China Sea, 

Following these  operat ions,  E D E N  proceeded toward Hong Kong f o r  a sehede@:d 
port v%sit, bcrt just a s  the  ARG was approaching the  of f - ly ing is lande,  o rde r s  
came i n  no t  t o  e n t e r  port ,  and to proceed immediately t o  the  Da Nang a r s a  f o r  
ready ops;ratFcns, A f t e r  th ree  days of steaming o f f  the  coas t  of Viet  Nam, 
t h e  LUG eurnsd once a g a h  toward Xong Kong where it remained f o r  a week, The 
ILXG ret*,rned once more t o  Subtc Day f o r  a week and then went t o  Okinawa f o r  a 
rurnsvez sf 3 x 3  bLT t o  t he  relief shipse  
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Due so fuuhhcr krosp redepPaymt2nts of opera t ion  Keystone Rsbia, OGf)EH went 
t o  na Man8 t o  Load retrograde mater ia ls ,  Enroute home a s t o p  was d d e  i n  Subic 
Bay t o  refuel, off load a YFU, and p i e %  up an LLU f o r  de l ivery  t o  Kororg in the 
Palau I%landso Thfs boat was being t r ans fe r red  from t h e  Navy t o  the Dap~rtmen: 
of the I n t e r i o r ,  and was therefore  the  cause f o r  the  OGDEN t o  go f a r t h e r  south 
than ft had ever goas, l a e n  the  sh ip  lay  t o  o f f  t h e  East  s ide  of Koror, t o  
off load t h e  LCU. a Navy Captain represent ing  the  Commandem s f  t h e  Naval Forces 
0% the  Marianas Is lands  came aboard t o  accept  the  boat and express the  C~mmandoa 
gratfkude, Departing Koror, the  sh ip  headed f o r  Pear l  Harbor v i a  a b r i e f  f u e l  
stsp in Guam, I n  Hawaii, OGDEN offloaded p a r t  of  i ts  cargo and pieked up 
add i t iona l  cargo as well a s  f u e l  before t h e  l a s t  l eg  of t h e  journey home t o  S a 3  
Dfegs v i a  an off load of the  remafnder of t h e  cargo a t  Camp Def Mar, On 19 Jun?, 
$kc 5th anniversary of OGDEMos c m f s s i o n i n g  was ce lebra ted  with a cookor~t on :he 
flight deck and an enormous cake i n  the  shape of  an LPD, 

A po~$~dep layment  leave and upkeep parfod was enjoyed fnpor t  San Die30 faon 
24 June t o  24  July,  Thfs was followed by a b r i e f  period a s  gunnery school s h i ~  
fo r  a new F lee t  Training Center c l a s s  f o r  Gunnery Off icers  of t h e  Amphibious 
Force, Another b r i e f  inpor t  period was followed by a week of independent tra11- 
ing exerc ises  i n  t h e  Southern Ca l i fo rn ia  opera t ing  areas ,  During the  next weec 
inpor t ,  OGDEW prepaxed f o r  opera t ion  High Desert, a Marine Reserve exerefse  
crrlininat%ng i n  a landing a t  Camp Pendfeton which was observed by t h e  Gom3aandam; 
sf the  Marine Corps, varfous  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  o f f i c i a l s ,  news media, and 
mambers of the  general public ,  

Another week inpor t  gave the  crew time t o  przpars f o r  ceremonies om 28 Aug~sk 
in which Captain John H, APvls, USN r e l i eved  Captain John W, Hulihan, USY as 
Commanding Officer of OC;DENo The ceremony on the  s h i p a s  f l i g h t  delzk was a t t m j e d  
by laear Admiral Victor Dybdaf (Commander Amphibious Group ONE) and the  f~ iendls  and 
damflfes of ?he two Commanding Off icers ,  the  wardroom and the crew, 

OGDEN" f i r s t  t i m e  undernay under Captain ALVISogs eoranand was enrout3 ts e ic 
\Jestern Pac~.1$ie t o  delfvele Handclasp h a s e r i a l  and t o  p ick  tap more x e d e p l a p e s : ~  
materia i b; p a r t  of Operation K B Y S ~ B ~ L L  Kobin (ALFA)o Before laaviilg Ssn Die80 
Harbor, rGLE!I stopped a &  Noreh Is land Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  t o   pic^ up s i x  h&PB= 
Copters for d e l i a v x y  &s Da Nang and Okfnawao 9m the  e a r l y  marnfng ~ O U L P I  of 
9 Sepeennberr-, OGCEN rendezvoused with USS MANITOGTOC (LST 1188) whfeb was :o hav 
steamed f o  company t o  the Western P a c i f i c  but which had t o  be detached on 
P i  Segte,-ti,er due t o  equipment problems6 After  a f u e l  stsp $9 Okfnawa, t - 1 ~  sh% 3 

went go Hang Kong f o r  a br%eE visit before gofng t o  Da Nang t o  backload re tmgra8e  
material  sJ 

although OGDEN arxived i n  Da Nang on 30 September, extrsmefg heavy seas an1 
vdnds prevented the  ship  from gofng alongside the  p i e r  t o  o f f f sad  the Pr3jacT 
Handclasp m a t e r i a l s  and he l i cop te r s  and t o  s t a r t  loading u n t i l  3 Oc$sbeso 
Dapartbng Da Nasg j u s t  a f t e r  midnight on 4 October, it was necessary t~ s t e r n  
sgzoclt; along t h e  coas t  of V i e $  Nam t o  avoid a storm which was centened oulw the  
araznml t r a c k  to SubSc Bay and which soon developed i n t o  Typhoon Ir3s, fn Subfc 
Ray, fslef was taken on and the boat load was changed before proceeding to Pea21 
Pazbsr f o r  an svem$ght f u e l i n g  an6 s f f l s a d f n g  stop, Five days l a t e r  mDEN 
arrived off  Camp Del Mar ts of f l ead  its remaining cargo before mooring $n Saw 
Uiago on 23 O c c s b a ~ ~  
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FslPswing a week inpout, the ship got underway once more for the Southam 
Cal%fornfa opexatfng areas to eonduct boat loadfng testso This at sea period 
was, however, cut short by a casualty to the sterngate, The ship spent the 
remahfng months of l97@ in San Diego with a restricted availabilityo Oa 12 
and 13 November an administrative was conducted in which the ship received an 
owaraPP grade of excellent, 



Ntwigas tba? 

Wiles Steamed 

D q e  Stea~ahg The P h t  

~ o g a s  Pumped t e 4  mabt 

Messages Scrrt 

Messages. Received 

Radar Contacts Tracked 

51,884 

- Sebd 23, P e e  27, Tetcpl 40 



Beut 

Ilobwer 

Dairy Weducts 

Erin 
Eggs 

Ice Cream 

Fresh Vegetables 

Weact and Pastry 

Media1 

Sick Caf 1 Vis i ta  

Medivacs 

Prescriptions 

Lab Tests 

Immunf eations 

X-Ray. 

Physical Eramfnationr 

&hint st ration 

PLdPvancments in  Bate 

Bemlistments 

H b r s t  Term 

Secend and Subsequat 



Chaplain 

Religious S e w i c e s  Aboard OCUEN 

Protestant 

Ramrmn Catholic 

Latter Day S a i n t s  

Religious S e w f e e s  Conducted by 
Shfpts Chaplain Aboard other Ships  

EccmenicaB Services 

Bible Studfes 

B e l i g f w s  Films 

Emergency Leave Requests Handled 

Charity Centributfons 

Navy Relief 

Gcwnbfned Feder=l Campaign 

Children Fram Operation Schoolhouse 
Hosted for a Tour of the Sh5p 



Append* 2 Tkasp Units M a r k e d  

ACUf Detachment Aboard When Attached 
to ARGsLALFA Boats 4 Officers - f EnPi.&ed 0 26 

Battalion Landing Team 2/9 

Units 

"Gtl Company 2/9 

lUH't Company 219 

1st AMTRAK Bn Detachment 

3rd Tank Bn Detachment 

3rd Engineering Bn Detachment 

Headquarters and Service Campany 219 

UDT Detachment 

Equipment 

Vehicles 

Cargo 

Battalion Landing Team 3/9 

Units 

"Klq Company 3 /9 

nlL1@ Company 3/9 

tliPt Battery 2/12 

1st: AMTRAK Bn Detachment 

3rd Medfcali Bn Detachment 

3rd Engineering Bn Detachment 

Headquarters and Service Company 319 

'VF" Battery 2/12 Detachment 

UMC Detachment 

Equ f pent 

Vehicles 

Officers Q B En1 _srcd 3 195 

1 8 56 

f . 9  

Quan :ity 

3 h 

404. S  or: T 3% 

Officers - 6 EnPhteJ ILL+ 



- -  . -  ---tee m -at9 

ME3 uwats 

Weadquarters Battery 12th Marfne Ofe;be@z 9 EaPSs2ad 52 

Headquarters Company 13th MBB 

Marine A f r  Support Squadrela 2, $st Harine Wing - 2 0 3 

17th Iaa$erogat.dion/Trans1ation Team, 3rd Marine Div.-  2 a 3 

%h~t%eaB Bxer~ise Coord%natar 11th HEll e Q 'a 35 

Kmmar Troops Loaded f 8 APR - 12 a 39 

Tehf ePes 2% 



Pcrrsnnel Loaded in Dmang 

C t f  Pser 

En 1 b t e d  

PcrwnneS Loaded Zn Ok$mawa 

G E f  %cer 

Znl  disted 

Equ5pent Loaded i n  Danang 

Lrn 

Ti 53 Airexaft 

Orher Vehicles 

Total Cargo Weight (Including Pal let ized Cargo not s h m  above) 

{:anex Boxes Loaded i n  Okfnawa 

: ~ e  Robin b a d  of, Retrograde Materfax 

V3hfc les; 

Csrgc and Airsraft  

y- 1 . O-{J bf %I 2aded in Subic Bay 

. A,:! 1.0aded in Sr~kSc Bag 

- ,' iifkkgsded in Pearl Harbor 

L.a:rde",.wn Pearl Harbor: 

zdcraf t  Offleaded i n  Pearl Harbor 

33 

2 

70 

28 Short Tons 

17 

226 Short Ton 

1 

a 

28 

5 

2 CH-34  



;t ;,:ke~a 2 0 b i w m b a d  
--.!s - i - r l . l u w  

r*cwn:%b~af 

Xm,dd&d &n Damag 

Lmded  9n %&%e Bay 

Cfglaeded .gf, Pearl Harbor 

, 5pmr- t  

"$ePrdclas b a d a d  in Dawanag 

~:;tcgo Easdad %SB Damtag 

902?a Losdsd bw Subde Bay 

'~~~ ' ,~%c" ,cs  Cf f lmded i n  Pearl Warbm 

Off h e r  

391 Short Ton or  4.322 M m m ~ m < e ~  Pen 
- 

3 m=ti - 
26 



Xee Cream P I b  

Ba&r and Papar 

BenFo KRoklbs 

S@ap Bars 

Drinking (Flasscs 

SBoeBo Cord 

Yam 

CeiIbgwg T$B@ 

Cf@tBiwg 

Toys snd Sgepspt Equ%pm~aaa: 

B Q ~ E  and M a t B r e s e ~  

C m a t t m  Lfquid S % ~ R & K  

2 Pa l l e t s  

2 Palletr 

2 Pa l l e t s  

4 Pa l l e t s  


