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1969 USS OGDEN (LPD 5)  Narrativg 

History of the  USS OGDEN (LPD 5) for 

the year 1969 

Commanded by: 

E. J. CARROLL, Captain, USN 1 January - 3 March 

J. W.  HULIHAN, Captain, USN 3 March - 31 December 

HOMEPORTED IN SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

MISSION 

To transport and land Troops and their  essential  equipment and 

supplies by means of embarked landing craft  or amphibian vehicles 

augmented by helicopter l i f t .  



DECLASSI Fl E 
1 9 6 9  USS OGDEN (L 

1. ( c )  1 9 6 9  began  w i t h  t h e  USS OGDEN ( L P D - 5 )  i n v o l v e d  i n  combat  
s u p p o r t  o f  O p e r a t i o n  S w i f t  Move I1 w h i c h  had  commenced d u r i n g  t h e  
month o f  December 1968 .  On t h e  m o r n i n g s  o f  1 and 2  J a n u a r y  t h e  s h i p  
e n t e r e d  Danang H a r b o r  R V N  f o r  d a i l y  s u p p o r t  o p e r a t i o n s .  Due t n  t h e  
h i g h  s a p p e r  swimmer t h r e a t  i n  Danang a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Ogden d e p a r t e d  
t h e  h a r b o r  n i g h t l y  f o r  t h e  " B a r b a r a t '  o p e r a t i n g  a r e a s .  On t h e  
m o r n i n g  o f  3 J a n u a r y ,  Ogden embarked  t h e  3 r d  P l a t o o n ,  " A n  Company 
o f  t h e  5 t h  Amtrac  B N ,  o f f  o f  t h e  a m t r a c  b a s e  n e a r  M a r b l e  M o u n t a i n ,  R V N .  

2 ,  (c) On t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  6 J a n u a p y ,  Ogden e n t e r e d  Danang H a r b o r  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p h a s e  o f  a  p l a n n e d  two d a y  Amphib ious  
T r a i n i n g  E x e r c i s e .  The f u l l  amphibious p h a s e  o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e  
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  7 t h  was c a n c e l l e d  e a r l y  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  7  J a n u a r y .  
From 7-11 J a n u a r y ,  Ogden e n t e r e d  Danang H a r b o r  d a i l y  f o r  p l a n n i n g  
and b a c k l o a d  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  O p e r a t i o n  '%old  M a r i n e r w ,  
w h i c h  was t o  b e  t h e  l a r q e s t  a m p h i b i o u s  o p e r a t i o n  t o  d a t e  i n  t h e  
V i e t n a m e s e  c o n f l i c t .  Embarked d u r i n g  t h o s e  f i v e  d a y s  w e r e  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  u n i t s  o f  BLT 3/268 

" K "  Company 3 r d  BN. 2 6 t h  M a r i n e s  

P I  M I1 Company 3 r d  B N o  2 6 t h  M a r i n e s  

" D e t  H&S " Company 3 r d  BN. 2 6 t h  M a r i n e s  

" W "  B a t t e r y  1st BN. 1 3 t h  M a r i n e s  

"Det  3 r d  P l t . "  " A n  Company 1st Eng, BN. 

2nd P l t ,  " B W  Company 3 r d  Recon  B N *  

"Let LLSU" 9 t h  MAB 

3. (C) On t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  11 J a n u a r y  Ogden r e n d e z v o u s e d  w i t h  TF 76 
s h i p s  and  formed an  e i g h t  s h i p  f o r m a t i o n  e n r o u t e  t o  a n  a r e a  s l i g h t l y  
s o u t h  o f  Mui B a t a n g a n ,  On 1 2  J a n  t h e  s h i p  e n g a g e d  i n  d e c e p t i v e  
m a n e u v e r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  l a n d i n g s  o f  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  T h a t  n i g h t  
t h e  f o r m a t i o n  moved s e a w a r d  o f f  o f  Wui B a t a n g a n ,  R V N  w i t h  a l l  s h i p s  a 

t o t a l l y  d a r k e n e d  and EMCON s i l e n c e  imposed  an  a l l  r a d i o  c i r c u i t s .  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  v i a  Nancy b e a c o n s .  " B o l d  M a r i n e r "  
s u p p o r t  o p e r a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  f rom 1 3  J a n u a r y  - 9 F e b r u a r y .  

4 ,  (C) D u r i n g  t h e  23 d a y  p e r i o d  f rom 13 J a n u a r y  - 4 F e b r u a r y  Ogden 
m a i n t a i n e d  an  a c t i v e  s c h e d u l e  ~f combat  s u p p o r t  m i s s i o n s ,  The 
n o r m a l  r o u t i n e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  c l o s i n g  t h e  command p o s t  b e a c h  f rom 
t h e  s h i p ' s  o p a r e a  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  b o a t  and h e l o  t r a n s f e r s  o f  s u p p l i e s  
and m a r i n e  p e r s o n n e l  w h i c h  w e r e  n e e d e d  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  OGrlEM t r a v e l e d  n o r t h  

a say'% 
, 4. i '44qJ3 
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e b r u a r v ,  t h e  s h i ~  made a  h i a h  sweed  
r u n  t o  Danang  f o r  some-much  n e e d e d  b l o o d ; .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s g r e i t  many 
men of  t h e  Ogden d o n a t e d  t h e i r  own b l o o d  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  
d w i n d l i n g  s u p p l y ,  I n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  p a c e  m a i n t a i n e d  d u r i n g  O p e r a t i o n  
" B o l d  M a r i n e r "  a r e  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  f l i g h t  d e c k  a n d  w e l l  d e c k  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  Q u r i n g  t h e  mon th  o f  J a n u a r y ,  Oqden l a n d e d  a  t o t a l  o f  
338 a i r c r a f t ,  o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  36$ o f  i t s  y e a r l y  t o t a l  and  on  2 
F e b r u a r y  t h e  s h i p  c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  4 0 0 0 t h  h e l o  l a n d i n g ,  T h e  w e l l  
d e c k  l o g g e d  1 3 3  s e p a r a t e  b a l l a s t  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  month  o f  
J a n u a r y ,  o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  y e a r l y  t o t a l ,  

5. ( C )  On 5 F e b r u a r y ,  Ogdenconmenced  w h a t  was  t o  become a  f i v e  d a l  
b a c k l o a d / w i t h d r a w a l  u p o n  t h e  z e r m i n a t i o n  o f  O p e r a t i o n  "Bo ld  Mariner." 
D u r i n g  t h e  f i v e  day p e r i o d  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  became  e x t r e m e l y  b a d .  
B o a t s  w e r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  b a t t e r e d  w h i l e  b e a c h i n g  a n d  e n t e r i n g  t h e  w e l l  
d e c k .  B a c k l o a d  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  c e a s e d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n  w h i l e  
r e p a i r  c r e w s  p a t c h e d  h o l e s  a n d  made o t h e r  r e p a i r s .  On 9 F e b r u a r y  
b a c k l o a d  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  f i n a l l y  c o m p l e t e d  and Operation "Bold 
M a r i n e r "  was  b r o u g h t  t o  a c l o s e .  Ogden j o i n e d  i n  f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  r e s t  o f  A m p h i b i o u s  R e a d y  G r o u p  B R A V O  a n d  h e a d e d  n o r t h  t o w a r d  D a n a n g ,  

6 .  ( C )  W i t h  O p e r a t i o n  B o l d  M a r i n e r  c o m p l e t e d ,  Ogden ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  ARG BRAVO, w a s t e d  n o  t ime b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  new 
a c t i v i t i e s .  On 1 0  F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  a s s a u l t  p h a s e  a n d  c o m b a t  s u p p o r t  
s f  O p e r a t i o n  D e f i a n t  M e a s u r e  w a s  commenced o f f  o f  t h e  R V N  c o a s t  
n e a r  D a n a n g ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s i x  d a y s .  D u r i n g  t h e  
s u p p o r t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  s h i p  e n t e r e d  D a n a n g  d a i l y  and  
o f f l o a d e d  a l l  o f  t h e  BLT p e r s o n n e l  a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  OGDEN made i t s  
f i n a l  d e p a r t u r e  o f  Danang  H a r b o r ,  R V N  f o r  t h e  1 9 6 8 - 6 9  W e s t p a c  
c r u i s e  on  1 6  F e b r u a r y  1969, 

7 ,  (U)  T h e  s h i p  a r r i v e d  i n  S u b i c  B a y ,  P h i l i p p i n e s  t e r m i n a t i n q  a  
5 4  d a v  l i n e  p e r i o d  on 18 F e b r u a r y  a n d  r e m a i n e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  25 
F e b r t a r y ,  W h i l e  t h e r e ,  t h e  s h i p  o f f l o a d e d  a l l  o f  i t s  L-Form, 
made p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g  INSURV i n s p e c t i o n  and w a s  
o f f i c i a l l y  r e l i e v e d  o f  i t s  d u t i e s  b y  t h e  USS PAUL REVERE ( L P A - 2 4 8 ) .  
On t h e  n i g h t  o f  25 F e b r u a r y ,  Ogden w a s  u n d e r w a y  f o r  Y o k o s u s k a ,  J a p a n .  

8 ,  (U) On 2 March  Oqden a r r i v e d  i n  Y o k o s u s k a ,  and  commenced a n  
a c t i v e  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  n i n e  d a y  i n p o r t  p e r i o d .  On t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
o f  3 March  C a p t a i n  J O  W O  H u l i h a n  r e l i e v e d  C a p t a i n  E. J. C a r r o l 1 , J r .  
o f  command i n  a  s h o r t  c e r e m o n y  i n  Upper V e h i c l e  S t o w a g e .  D i s -  
t i n q u f s h e d  v i s i t o r s  i n c l u d e d  COMNAVFOR JAPAN, COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE, 
a n d  COMPHIBRON NINE, I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  O g d e n ' s  u p c c m i n g  
y a r d  o v e r h a u l  p e r i o d ,  a  t e a m  o f  i n s p e c t o r s  a r r i v ? d  o n  6 March f o r  
a n  INSURV m a t e r i a l  i n s p e c t i o n  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  8 t h .  
A l l  was  n o t  work h o w e v e r ,  S i g h t - s e e i n g  a n d  s h o p p i n g  were h i g h  
p r i o r i t y  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  o n  t h e  n i g h t s  o f  8 a n d  9 M a r c h ,  t h e  s h i p  
t h r e w  two h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u P  p a r t i e s  a t  t h e  C l u b  A l l i a n c e .  

9 ,  ( u )  On 11 March  t h e  USS OGDEN commenced h e r  l o n g  t r a n s i t  home 
v i a  P e a r l  H a r b o r ,  H a w a i i ,  The  t i m e  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  p o r t 8  w a s  o c c u p i e d  
m a i n l y  b y  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  a n d  l e c t u r e  

, I 



a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  w o r k ,  a n d  c o p i n g  w i t h  hCavy seas .  T h e  20 -22  March 
s t a y  i n  P e a r l  H a r b o r  w a s  b r i e f  b u t  a f f e r d e d  e n o u g h  t i m e  f o r  t h e  
a r r i v a l  c u J t o m s  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  g e n e r a l  s i g h t - s e e i n g  b y  a l l .  On 
22  March t h e  s h i p  was  u n d e r w a y  a g a i n  f o r  t h e  l a s t  l e g  o f  t h e  c r u i s e ;  
t h i s  t i m e  i n  company w i t h  t h e  USS MONTICELLO (LSD-35) a n d  f o u r  
d e s t r o y e r s ,  On 24 March t h e  c r e w  o f  t h e  Ogden r i g g e d  a  c l o s e  i n  
f u e l  r i g  u s i n g  t h e  s h i p ' s  B/A c r a n e  a n d  d e l i v e r e d  5 1 , 2 1 0  g a l l o n s  
o f  NSFO t o  t h e  USS HUNTWGTON (DD-781).  A l s o  d u r i n g  t h e  f i v e  d a y  
t r a n s i t  t o  S a n  D i e g o ,  l e c t u r e s  on  d r i v i n g  s a f e t y  and  C a l i f o r n i a  
s t a t e  d r i v i n g  l a w s  w e r e  g i v e n  by a  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  H ighway  
p a t r o l m a n  who came a b o a r d  i n  P e a r l  H a r b o r .  

1 0 ,  (U)  On 27  March  1 9 6 9 ,  Ogden a r r i v e d  i n  S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
a n d  commenced a  l e a v e  a n d  u p k e e p  p e r i o d  w h i c h  l a s t e d  t h r o u g h  26 
A p r i l .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r e - o v e r h a u l  i n s p e c t i o n  w a s  
h e l d  f r o m  28 March-4  A p r i l ,  a n d  t h e  A n n u a l  S u p p l y  I n s p e c t i o n  was  
h e l d  f r o m  1-3 A p r i l ,  A g r a d e  o f  8 8 , 2  w a s  a w a r d e d  f o r  t h e  s u p p l y  
i n s p e c t i o n ,  A l s o  i n  A p r i l ,  t h e  Ogden A i r  D e p a r t m e n t  was n o m i n a t e d  
f o r  i t s  s e c o n d  c o n s e c u t i v e  A i r  E x c e l l e n c e  Award. 

11. (C) Oh 27  A p r i l  Ogden l e f t  S a n  D i e g o  f o r  a  s h o r t  s t o p  a t  
N A V M A G  SEAL BEACH on t h e  2 8 t h .  A l l  a m m u n i t i o n  was  r emoved  f r o m  
t h e  s h i p  p p i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  t h e  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d  a t  Long B e a c h .  On 
t h e  same d a y  Ogden commenced h e r  r e g u l a r  o v e r h a u l .  T h e  s h i p  s p e n t  
t h e  f i r s t  mon th  p i e r s i d e  a n d  moved i n t o  d r y d o c k  on  3 J u n e .  T h e r e  
t h e  s h i ~  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  26 J u l y  when i t  moved p i e r s i d e  o n c e  a g a i n .  
D u r i n g  t h e  o v e r h a u l  a  g r e a t  many c h a n g e s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  w e r e  made 
t o  Oqden- a  p a r t i a l  l i s t  o f  t h e  more  i m p o r t a n t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
f o l l o w s ~  

a ,  T h e  s h i p  w a s  equipped wi th  a  pas s ive  ECM c a p a b i l i t y ,  

b ,  P r o b e  f u e l i n g  r i g s  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d .  

6 ,  A s i g n a l  b r i d g e  c o m p l e x  was  a d d e d  a b o v e  t h e  new ECM s h a c k  
t o p - s i d e ,  

d o  A g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e d  s e c u r e  v o i c e  c o m m u n i c t i o n s  s y s t e m  w a s  
a d d e d ,  

e .  The  u n d e r w a t e r  h u l l  was  s a n d b l a s t e d  a n d  p r e s e r v e d .  

f ,  G e n e r a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  r e p a i r s  w e r e  made t o  b o i l e r s ,  m a i n  
e n g i n e s ,  a n d  a u x i l i a r y  m a c h i n e r y .  

A CnMPTFTF T T c r  r\c MAJOR W O P K  'rCC)NPl,ISHED D U R I N G  THE REGUIAR OVER- 
F!AEL PERIOD FOLLOWS IN AE:IIZY ?.LEd,, AWENDIX 2, 

1 2 ,  ( U )  A u q u s t  was  commenced b y  t y i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  l o o s e  e n d s  r e -  , 

m a f n i n g  f r o m  o v e r h a u l  j o b s  a n d  t e s t i n g  t h e  s h i p  p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  
t h e  s h i p y a r d ,  On 4 and  5 A u g u s t ,  d o c k  t r i a l s  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g  
m a c h i n e r y  w e r e  h e l d ,  On 6 ,  14 a n d  1 5  A u g u s t  Ogden c o n d u c t e d  s e a  
t r i a l s ,  ECM c a l i b r a t i o n  and  r a d i o  a n t e n n a e  p a t t e r n  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  



On 16  A u g u s t  a - p i e k s i d e  i n c l i n i n g  e x p e r i m e n t  w a s  h e l d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
a  new s e t  o f  s h i ~ ' s  s t a b i l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

13, (C) USS OGDEN d e p a r t e d  Long B e a c h  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d  o n  18 A u g u s t .  
On 1 9  A u g u s t  t h e  s h i p  t o o k  a b o a r d  i t s  b ~ s i c  s u p p l y  o f  a m m u n i t i o n  a t  
N A V M A G  SEAL BEACH a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  s e a  f o r  ISE i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g ,  On t h e  2 5 t h  o f  A u g u s t ,  Ogden a g a i n  w e n t  t o  s e a  
f o r  a  week o f  ISE a f t e r  s p e n d i n g  t h e  weekend  i n  S a n  D i e g o .  T h e  ISE 
p e r i o d ' w a s  c u t  s h o r t ,  h o w e v e r ,  when a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2300  on t h e  2 5 t h  
a  f i r e  b r o k e  o u t  i n  t h e  s h i p ' s  l a u n d r y .  T h e  f i r e  r e n d e r e d  a l l  
l a u n d r y  f a c i l i t i e s  i n o p e r a b l e ,  The  n e x t  m o r n i n g  t h e  s h i p  r e t u r n e d  
t o  Sari D i e g o  f o r  f i r e  ~ e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  p i e r s i d e  t r a i n i n g ,  

1 4 .  (U) O n  2 S e p t e m b e r  Ogden commenced a  f o u r  week p e r i o d  o f  
R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g ,  T h e  f i r s t  week w a s  i n p o r t  w i t h  t h r e e  d a y s  
p i e r s i d e  a n d  two d a y s  m o o r e d  o u t  i n  t h e  h a r b o r .  On 2 a n d  3 S e p t e d b e r  
members  o f  FLETRAGRU SAN DIEGO came a b o a r d  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  r e a d i n e s s  e v a l u a t i o n  i n s p e c t i o n ,  A g r a d e  o f  SATISFACTORY 
w a s  a w a r d e d ,  

15, (u) The  u n d e r w a y  p o r t i o n  o f  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g  was c o n d u c t e d  
f r o m  8-26 S e p t e m b e r  i n  s p e c i a l  o p e r a t i n g  a r e a s  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  
S a n  D i e g o .  I n d i v i d u a l  d e p a r t m e n t a l  g r a d e s  were a s  f o l l o w s :  

S h i p  C o n t r o l  EXCELLENT 9 4  , 0 0  

N a v i g a t i o n  EXCELLENT 90.60  

Weapons  GOOD 77 , 4 3  

CIC EXCELLENT 91,OO 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  GOOD 82 .66  

E l e c t r o n i c s  GOOD 8 6  o 0 0  

E n g i n e e r i n g  EXCELLENT 88.43  

Damage C o n t r o l  GOOD 7 9  0 4 7  

P e r s o n n e l  C a s u a l t y  C o n t r o l  EXCELLENT 8 9 * 0 0  

Air OUTSTANDING 

B e c k  S e a m a n s h i p  EXCELLENT 

OVER ALL 8 7 , 6 &  

1 6 ,  (U) A f t e r  a  w e e k e n d  o f  res t  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  Ogden commenced 
a  o n e  week p e r i o d  o f  c o n d e n s e d  A m p h i b i o u s  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g  o f f  
t h e  c o a s t  o f  Camp D e l  Mar,  T h e  f i r s t  d a y  was  s p e n t  c o n d u c t i n g  
b o a t  c o n t r o l  and c a r q o  h a n d l i n g  e x e r c i s e s .  T h e  n e x t  t h r e e  d a y s  
w e r e  d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  LVT a n d  h e 1 0  a s s a u l t  o p e r a t i o n s .  On F r i d a y  - 
3 O c t o b e r .  a  f l r l l  scale n-p-dawn amnhi  



DECLASSIFI 
w a s  s t a g e d  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  s h i p  was  aw 
l o w i n g  t h e  l a n d i n g ,  tw s h i p  r e t u r n e d  t o  S a n  D i e g o  f o r  u p k e e p  a n d  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  h e r  WESTPAC d e p l o y m e n t .  

! 
1 7 ,  ( U )  I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  u p c o m i n g  d e p l o y m e n t  O c t o b e r ' s  
s c h e d u l e  saw a  g r e a t  many r e a d i n e s s  i n s p e c t i o n s .  On t h e  7 t h  t h e  
Commander A m p h i b i o u s  S q u a d r o n  N i n e  h e l d  a  P r e - O v e r s e a s  Movement 
I n s p e c t i o n  a n d  OGDEN w a s  a w a r d e d  a  SATISFACTORY. On 1 5 - 1 7  O c t o b e r  
t h e  A n n u a l  S u p p l y  I n s p e c t i o n  a n d  Ney Award n o m i n a t i o n  i n s p e c t i o n s  
w e r e  h e l d ,  T h e  S u p p l y  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c e i v e d  an  88 .6  f o r  t h e  s u p p l y  
i n s p e c t i o n  b u t  t h e  s h i p  was  n o t  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e  Ney Award. On 
1 7  O c t o b e r  t h e  F o r c e  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r  I n s p e c t i o n  w a s  h e l d  a n d  t h e  
s h i p  r e c e i v e d  a  g r a d e  o f  9 1  f o r  a n  EXCELLENT. OGDEN r e c e i v e d  h e r  
F l i g h t  Deck V i s u a l  L a n d i n g  A i d s  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  on  t h e  same d a y .  
On t h e  2 3 r d  a  damage  c o n t r o l  i n s p e c t i o n  was h e l d  a n d  t h e  s h i p  w a s  
a w a r d e d  a  g r a d e  o f  EXCELLENT0   

  - 
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  h e a v y  s c h e d u l e  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  t h e  s h i p  h e l d  a  
h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  d i n n e r - d a n c e  p a r t y  a t  t h e  P e t t y  O f f i c e r  1 a n d  2  
C l u b  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  2 0  O c t o b e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  s h i p ' s  P e t t y  
O f f i c e r  3 and  2  l o u n g e  was  c o m p l e t e l y  r e n o v a t e d  b y  v o l u n t a r y  
l a b o r  d u r i n q  t h e  month  o f  O c t o b e r .  

18, ( u )  T h e  c r e w  o f  OGDEN o n c e  a g a i n  s a i d  good-bye  t o  S a n  D i e g o  on  
1 November 1 9 6 9  a n d  d e p a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  USS TRIPOLI (LPH-10) a n d  t h e  
USS POINT DEFIANCE (LSD-31) f o r  WESTPAC b y  way o f  a  b r i e f  f u e l i n g  
s t o p  i n  Guam, On 7  November Commander A m p h i b i o u s  S q u a d r o n  N i n e  
h e l d  a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  I n s p e c t i o n  a b o a r d  Ogden ,  f o l l o w e d  h y  a  
p e r s o n n e l  i n s p e c t i o n  on  t h e  8 t h .  T h e  s h i p  r e c e i v e d  a n  o v e r a l l  
g r a d e  o f  90 .89  f o r  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n s p e c t i o n .  

1 9 0  (U)  A p l e a s a n t  b r e a k  i n  t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  TRANSPAC s t e a m i n g  came 
on  18 Ncvember  when a  b a r b e c u e  c o o k o u t  w a s  h e l d  o n  t h e  f l i g h t  d e c k  
a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a n  a f t e r n o o n  o f  h o l i d a y  r o u t i n e .  

2 0 ,  ( C )  On 2 0  November ,  Ogden a r r i v e d  i n  D a n a n g ,  R V N ,  e m b a r k e d  UDT 
Team 1 2 ,  D e t ,  E a n d  commenced i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  r e d e p l o y m e n t  
o p e r a t i o n  K e y s t o n e  C a r d i n a l ,  On 2 1  November t h e  s h i p  s t e a m e d  n o r t h  
t o  Cua V i e t ,  R V N  w h e r e  i t  b a c k l o a d e d  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  3 r d  Recon  a n d  
3 r d  Med B a t t a l i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  2 4 t h .  Due t o  e x t r e m e l y  b a d  s e a  a n d  
w i n d  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b a e k l o a d  o p e r a t i o n s  were c e a s e d  e a r l y  t h e  m o r n i n g  
o f  2 4  November.  A t  n o o n  t h e  s h i p  w a s  u n d e r w a y  f o r  Okinawa v i a  
S ~ b i c  B a y ,  P h i l i p p i n e s  w h e r e  on t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  26 November ACU-1, 
D e t  ALFA w a s  e m b a r k e d .  

21 .  ( c )  Oaden s p e n t  t h e  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  2 8  November a n d  2  December  
i n  Ora  Wan, K in  Wan a n d  B u c k n e r  B a y ,  Okinawa.  F i r s t  we o f f l o a d e d  
t h e  " K e y s t o n e  C a r d i n a l "  t r o o p s  a n d  s u p p l i e s  and  t h e n  l o a d e d  L-Form 
a n d  e m b a r k e d  u n i t s  o f  BLT 2 /9 ,  U n i t s  o f  t h e  new BLT a b o a r d  Oqden 
i n c l u d e d  "G" a n d  " H "  compan ' i e s ,  " W "  Bi t t e r y  2 1 2  

5 
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and  v a r i o u s  3 r d  M a r i n e  D i v i s i o n  s u p p o r t  

2 2 ,  ( U )  On 30 November ,  Ogden was  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  i t s  s e c o n d  c o n -  
s e c u t i v e  B a t t l e  E f f i c i e n c y  Award f o r  t h e  s h i p ' s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
i n  t r a i n i n g ,  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  and  day- ;omday p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  h e r  m i s s i o n *  

2 3 ,  ( U )  On 2  December  1 9 6 9 ,  Ogden d e p a r t e d  Okinawa e n r o u t e  t o  S u b i c  
Bay f o r  a n  u p k e e p  a n d  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d .  T h a t  n i g h t  t h e  s h i p  t o o k  
a  h e a v v  r o l l  c a u s i n g  a n  a m t r a c  i n  U p p e r  V e h i c l e  S t o w a g e  t o  b r e a k  
l o o s e  w h i l e  P V T .  D o n a l d  L,  GREGIW , USMC, 2 5 5 1 2 2 7  was  g r i p i n g  i t  
down. PVT, GREG1E.R w a s  c r u s h e d  b e t w e e n  two v e h i c l e s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  
h i s  d e a t h .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  f a t a l i t y  t o  o c c u r  a b o a r d  Ogden s i n c e  
i t s  c o m m i s s i o n i n g e  

2 4 ,  ( C )  OGDEN a r r i v e d  i n  S u b i c  Bay on 4 December  f o r  i t s  f i r s t  u p k e e p  
p e r i o d  s i n c e  l e a v i n g  03NUSo On 13 December  t h e  s h i p  moved a c r o s s  
t h e  b a y  t o  t h e  Z a m b a l e s  T r a i n i n q  A r e a  f o r  a  R e a d y  G r o u p  " A n  
a m p h i b i o u s  l a n d i n g  e x e r c i s e ,  T r o o p s  w e r e  l a n d e d  b y  LVT, L a n d i n g  
C r a f t ,  a n d  h e l i c o p t e r ,  Upon w i t h d r a w a l  OGDEN moved t o  s e a  f o r  t h e  
n i g h t  a n d  on  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  1 4 t h  h e l d  g u n n e r y  e x e r c i s e s  b e f o r e  
p r o c e e d i n g  t o  t h e  D a n a n g ,  R V M  a r e a  f o r  r e a d y  o p e r a t i o n s .  

25. (U)  On 24 D e c e m b e r ,  Ogden l e f t  t h e  Danang  a r e a  f o r  t h e  s h i p ' s  
s e c o n d  u p k e e p  p e r i o d ,  S h r i s t m a s  was  c e l e b r a t e d  o n b o a r d  s h i p  
w i t h  C h r i s t m a s  Eve c a r o l i n g  on t h e  m e s s  d e c k s ,  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  
C h r i s t m a s  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  a  s p e c i a l  C h r i s t m a s  d i n n e r  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  

2 6 ,  (u) T h e  Commander o f  A m p h i b i o u s  S q u a d r o n  N i n e  p r o v i d e d  a  m o s t  
f i t t i n g  c o n c l u s i o n  f o r  a  h i g h l y  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r  f o r  
t h e  s h i p  when h e  came a b o a r d  31 D e c e m b e r  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  OGDEN t h e  
B a t t l e  E f f i c i e n c y  Award i n  a  b r i e f  c e r e m o n y  o n  the f l i g h t  d e c k ,  
Ahead o f  OGDEN l a y  y e t  t h e  m a j o r  p a r t  o f  a  d i v e r s i f i e d  and  
i n t e r e s t i n g  1 9 6 9 - 7 0  WESTPAC d e p l o y m e n t ,  



1969 USS %DEN (LPD-5) CHRONOLOGY 

JANUARY 

1-2 Entered Danang, Continued Backload 
6 AMTRAM Danang 
9-12 Enter Banang and anchor d a i l y  f o r  batkload i n  preparat ion f o r  

Operation Bold Mariner 
13JAN-4FEB Combat Support Operation Bold Mariner 

FEBRUARY 

2 4000th Helo landing 
5-9 ~ack loadb i i thdrawal  of Bold Mariner 
10-16 Operation Defiant Measure 
16 Underway f o r  Subic Bay 
18 Moored NAVtAG Subic, Offload L-Form, S h i f t  Moorage t o  NAVBASE SUBIC 
25 Underway f o r  Yokosuka, Japan 

Inpor t  Yokosuka 
Change of command ceremony 
INSURV Inspect ion  
Ship ' s  pa r ty  a t  Club All iance 
Underway f o r  CONUS 
Inpor t  Pearl  Harbor 
Underway 
Deliver  f u e l  t o  USS HUNTINGTON (M)-781) 
Arrive San Diego 
Pre-Overhaul inspect ions  

APRIL - 
1-3 Annual Supply Inspection 
3-8 Pre-yard conference 
19 Ship 's  p icn ic  a t  Admiral Baker Fie ld  
29 Underway f o r  Seal Beach and Long Beach, Cal i fornia  
30 Commenced regu la r  overhaul 

MAY - 
Continued Overhaul 

JUNE - 
3 Entered Drydock - Continued overhaul 

JULY - 



AUGUST 

OCTOBER 

3 

Dock T r i a l s  
Sea T r i a l s  
Inc l in ing  experiment 
Underway 
Load bas ic  allowance of ammunition a t  NAVUAG SEAL BEACH 
ISE i n  SOCAL Opareas 
Load av ia t ion  f u e l s  
ISE SOCAL Opareas 
F i r e  i n  Laundry 
Inpor t  San Diego f o r  f i r e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
b i n  engine t e s t  midstream 

Commence REFTRA 
S h i f t  t o  buoys 
Commence 3 week of Mon-Eri a t  sea REFTRA 
Final  b a t t l e  problem 
Moored San Diego 
Amphibious REFTRA off  Camp Del Mar 

Amphibious landing b a t t l e  problem 
Moor San Diego 
P,O,M. Inspection 
Annual Supply Inspection and Ney Award Inspection 
Force Medical  O f f i c e r ' s  Inspection 
S h i p q s  pa r lya t  P.0, 1 2 Club 
Damage Control Inspection 

 
Dock t r i a l s  

Underway f o r  WESTPAC 
Administration and Personnel Inspection 
Fuel s t o p  Guam 
F l i g h t  deck cookout 
Arrive Danang 
Keystone Cardinal backload 
Underway f o r  Okinawa v i a  Subic 
Embark ACU i n  Subic 
Offload Keystone Cardinal load a t  Kin Red, Okinawa 
Load L-Form 
Commence backload of SLF a t  Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
Load vehic les  a t  Kin Red, Okinawa 

Load LVT Os a t  Ora Wan, Okinawa 
Underway f o r  Subic 
R.A.V. Subic Bay, d P. I, 
LANDEX a t  'lambales Training Area 

2 - Enclosure (1  ) 

I 



DECEMBER 

14 Underway for Danang READY OPS 
16-24 READY OPS off coast of R.V.N. 
24 Enroute Subic 
26 Arrive %bit, commence R.A .V. 
3 1 Battle Efficiency Award Presentation 




