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1968 U S S  OGDEN (LPD 5 )  N a r r a t i v e  

H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U S S  OGDEN ( L P D  5) f o r  

t h e  y e a r  1968 

Commanded bys  

R. L .  D I S E ,  C a p t a i n ,  USN 1-4 J a n u a r y  

E. J. C A R R O L L ,  C a p t a i n ,  USN 5 J a n u a r y  - 31 December 

HOMEPORTED IN SAN D I E G O ,  C A L I F O R N I A  

M I S S I O N  

, , 

To  t r a n s p o r t  and l a n d  T r o o p s  and t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  e q u i p m e n t  

and s u p p l i e s  by means o f  embarked l a n d i n g  c r a f t  o r  amphib ian  

v e h i c l e s  augmented by  h e l i c o p t e r  l i f t .  



1968 USS OGDEK (LPD 5 )  CHRONOLOGY 

J a n u a r y  

1-8 I n p o r t  S a n  Diego .  

6 Change o f  command ceremony.  CAPT E. J. CARROLL r e l i e v e d  
CAPT R. L. DISE. 

9-12 Underway o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  R a i d e x  
e x e r c i s e s ,  

13-14 I n p o r t  S a n  D i e g o .  

2 5-18 Underway o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S o u t h e r n  C ~ l i f o r n i a  f o r  amphib-  
i o u s  t r a i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  and g u n n e r y  e x e r c i s e s ,  

1 9  

19-4 Feb 

9-12 

13-18 Mar 

March 

1 9  

A n n 2 a l  Ney Award I n s p e c t i o n  h e l d .  

I n p o r t  S a n  D i e g o  f o r  u p k e e p .  

Underway o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  t r a i n -  
i n g .  

Weekend v i s i t  t o  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i f .  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n .  

I n p o r t  S a n  D i e g o  f o r  u p k e e p .  

S h i p  e n t e r e d  d r y d o c k ,  commenced r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  
R e p a i n t e d  h u l l ,  removed and  r e p a i r e d  r u d d e r s ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  
a i r c r a f t  h a n g a r .  

OGDEN h o s t  s h i p  f o r  MONTICELLO a r r i v a l ,  l e a v e  d r y d o c k ,  

P r o v i d e d  c o l o r  g u a r d  f o r  L i t t l e  League  ce remony;  o p e n i n g  
d a y  f o r  OGDEN s p o n s o r e d  team. 

N u c l e a r  T r a i n i n g  P r e p a r e d n e s s  I n s p e c t i o n  c o n d u c t e d .  

C o n d u c t e d  i n c l i n i n g  e x p e r i m e n t .  

Moved t o  La P l a y a  f u e l  p i e r s  f o r  f u e l i n g ,  



63-17 Underway o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f .  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g .  

18 OGDEN PHIBPAC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  Armed F o r c e s  Day - 92 
v i s i t o r s .  

1Q-19  *. I n p a r t  San D i e g o .  

20-24 Underway o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S o u t h e r n - C 5 l i f o r n i a  i n  prep-  
a r a t i o n  f o r  r e f r e s k z ~ r  t r a i n i n g ,  

24 Navy Luague  c r u i s e .  A n c h o r e d  o f f  s i l v e r  S t r a n d  f o r  d e -  
m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  ship' s c a p a b i l i t i e s . .  

25-26 I n p o r t  S a n  D i e g o .  

2'1 - 2d T r a i n i n g  r e a d i n e s s  e v a l u a t i o n .  
29-7 J u n e  R e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  c o n d u c t e d  o f f  c o a s t  o f  S a n  Diego .  

1 E s t a b l i s h e d  Damage C o n t r o l  d e p a r t m e n t  on  a  t r i a l  b a s i s .  

8-15 I n p o r t  S a n  D i e g o .  

1 4  Navy L e a g u e  c r u i s e  o f f  San D i e g o  f o r  a m p h i b i o u s  demon- 
s t r a t i o n .  

15 C o n d u c t e d  d a y - l o n g  f a m i l y  d a y  c r u i s e  o f f  S a n  D i e g o ,  

24 R e c e i v e d  PMIBRON NINE : ; a t t l e  E f f i c i e n c y  Award. 

24-3 J u l y  C o n d u c t e d  A m p h i b i o u s  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g .  R e c e i v e d  g r a d e  
o f  EXCELLENT. 

2U.Y 

3-28 P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  o v e r s e a s  movement i n p o r t  San Diego .  

8 C o v e n a n t  p l a y e r s  p r e s e n t e d  two p l a y s  a b o a r d ,  

17 S h i p ' s  p i c n i c .  

22 Sk . ip l  s p a r t y .  

29 Deperming a t  S a n  D i e g o  d e p e r m i n g  f a c i l i t y .  

2-5 Lima p i e r  N a v a l  A i r  S t a t i o n ,  N o r t h  I s l a n d  l o a d i n g  f o r  
d e p l c y m e n t .  

6 Underway f o r  WESTPAC., 



1 2  C r o s s e d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D a t e l i n e ,  

15 C h a n g e d  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r  o l  f r o c  Fri3STFLT t o  SEVENTHFLT, 

19 A r r i v e d  B u c k n e r  Bay ,  O k i n a w a ,  commenced l o a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  
f o r  V i e t n a m .  

A s s i s t e d  i n  e m e r g e n c y  r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  s n o r k e l  o f  t h e  SS 
S E A  FOX. 

2 1  D e p a r t e d  Ok inawa  f o r  S o u t h  V i e t n a m .  

24 A r r i v e d  o f f  c o a s t  o f  V i e t n a m ,  commenced f l y  o f f  HMH-462. 

25 Anchored  i n  Dananq  H a r b o r ,  c o m p l e t e d  o f f  l o a d ,  u n d e r w a y  
For  S u b i c  Bay,  

27 A n c h o r e d  S c b i c  E a y ,  r e l i e v e d  USS VANCOUVER ( L P D  2 ) ,  em- 
- b a r k  ACU-1 a n d  BLT 2/7. 

30 Underway f o r  ~ i e t n a m  w i t h  TG 76.5. 

3 C o n d u c t e d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  LPD c a p a b i l i t i e s  f o r  BGEN 
WILLIAMS, Commanding G e n e r a l ,  F l e e t  M a r i n e  F o r c e ,  P a c i f -  
i c .  S h i f t e d  t o  c o m b a t  s u p p o r t  s t a t u s  f o r  OPERATION SWIFT 
PLAY 11, 

Commenced e v a s f o n  o f  T y p h o o n  Bessie 

Embarked UDT Det , achmen t  "F". 

H e l d  f l i g h t  d e c k  B a r b e q u e ,  

UDT d e s t r o p e d  d e r e l i c t  p o n t o o n  b r i d g e  s e g m e n t  n e a r  Danang.  

3 0 0 0 t h  H e l o  l a n d i n g .  Swim c a l l  i n  t h e  h e l l  d e c k ,  

L i b e r t y  s e c t i o n  I ,  s e l e c t e d  M a r i n e s ,  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  
TRIPOLI h a v e  p a r t y  a %  C h i n a  B e a c h ,  D a n a n g .  OGBEN M e d i c a l  
O f f i c e r  a n d  Corpsman  a t t e n d  a n  i n j u r e d  seaman  o n  SS MATA- 
PON . 
A a p h i b i o u s  l a n d i n g  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  f o r  RADM PRATT COMPHI3- 
P9AFAC 

M i n o r  f i r e  i n  w e l l  d e c k .  

C h i n a  B e a c h  p a r t y  f o r  l i b e r t y  s e c t i o n  11, 

S w i m  c a l l  i n  t h e  w e l l  d e c k ,  

i i i  



O c t o b e r  

2 S t e r n  g a t e  GASaEP, 

4 D e p a r t e d  V i e t n a m  f o r  S u b i c  Bay f o r  u p k e e p ,  r e p a i r s ,  and 
r e c r e a t i o n .  T e r m i n a t e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  O p e r a t i o n  SWIFT 
PLAY 11. 

, 

A r r i v e d  i n  S r ~ b i c  Bay,  c o n d u c t e d  a m p h i b i o u s  t r a i n i n g  e x -  
e r c i s e ,  AMTRAEX w i t h  TG 76.5. 

December  

6 

7 

a 
11 

I n p o r t  S u b i c .  

V o l u n t a r y  w o r k i n g  p a r t y  p a i n t e d  3 room b u i l d i n g  a t  Tap-  
u l a o  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  i n  O r a n i  p r o v i n c e ,  RPI .  

Underway f o r  K a o h s i u n g ,  T a i w a n ,  

A r r i v e  K a o h s l u n q  f o r  y e s t  and  r e ~ r e a t i o p .  . . 
Underway f o r  - s o u t h  ~ i ; t n a r n .  

A r r i v e d  i n  s t e a m i n g  a r e a s  s o u t h  o f  D a n a n g ~  

B a c k l o a d e d  e l e m e n t s  o f  BLT 2/7. 

Commenced O p e r a t i o n  D A R I N G  ENDEAVOR,  OGDEN a c t e d  a s  P r i -  
n a r y  C o n t r o l  S h i p .  O f f l o a d e d  BLT 2 / 7 .  

Vis i t  by VADM SMITH, COMPHIBPAG, c o m p l e t e d  O p e r a t i o n  D A R -  
I N G  E N D E A V O R .  

Commenced O p e r a t i o n  SWIFT MOVE,  O f f l o a d e d  B L T  2/7. I 
T e r m i n a t e d  O p e r a t i o n  SWIFT MOVE. 

D e p a r t e d  Vie tnam f o r  Hong Kong, BCC. 

A r r i v e d  Hong Kong f o r  r e s t  and r e c r e a t i o n .  

Members o f  c r e w  d o n a t e d  100 p i n t s  o f  b l o o d  t o  Hong Kong 
B r i t i s h  Red C r o s s .  

Underway f r o m  Hong Kong f o r  S u b i c  Bay ,  c o n d u c t e d  f u l l  pow- 
e r  r u n .  

I n p o r t  S u b i c  f o r  u p k e e p  and l i b e r t y .  

S n n n s o r e d  S h r i s t m a s  p a r t y  a b o a r d  f o r  31 b o y s  f rom O l o n g a p o  
B o y ' s  lown, 



V o l u n t e e r  w o r k i n g  p a r t y  c o n s t r u c t e d  s e c t i o n s  o f  b u i l d i n g  
f o r  Boy' s Town. 

Underway f o r  Danang Harbor ,  

A r r i v e d  i n  Danang,  commenced s u p p o r t  o f  O p e r a t i o n  SWIFT 
MOVE 11. 



1 9 6 8  USS OGDEN ( L P D  5 )  N A R R A T I V E  

(U) 1 J a n u a r y  1 9 6 8  f o u n d  t h e  USS OGDEN (LPD 5 )  moored  t o  p i e r  5 i n  h e r  
h o m e p o r t  o f  S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  e n j o y i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f  r e s t  a n d  r e c -  
r e a t i o n  a f t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  O p e r a t i o n  BLUE LOTUS t h e  p r e v i o u s  
y e a r .  P r e p a r a t i o n s  were a l s o  b e i n g  made f o r  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  command 
r e r e m o n y  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  on  t h e  5 t h  o f  J a n u a r y .  C a p t a i n  E.  J .  CARROLL 
J;., r e l i e v e d  C a p t a i n  R e  L o  D I S E  i n  a s h o r t  m o r n i n g  ceremonTr nn t h e  
f l i g h t  d e c k .  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  v i s i t o r s  i n c l u d e d  C a p t a i r  J. L. LO?!ENTROUT, 
Commander A m p h i b i o u s  S q u a d r o n  NINE. 

(U) On 9 J a n u a r y  t h e  s h i p  g o t  u n d e r w a y  f o r  a  week o f  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f  t h e  
c o a s t  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Camp P e n d l e t o n  a n d  
3 a n  C l e m e n t e  I s l a n d ,  T h e  e x e r c i s e ,  c a l l e d  R A I D E X ,  i n v o l v e d  p r a c t i c e  
p l a c i n q  a  s m a l l  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d  c o m b a t  g r o u p  of  M a r i n e s  a s h o r e  b y  
h e l i c o p t e r  o r  b o a t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a  r a i d  a g a i n s t  
enemy p o s i t i o n s .  A f t e r  a  weekend  i n p o r t  i n  S a n  D i e g o  t h e  s h i p  a g a i n  
s p e n t  t h e  week o f  15 J a n u a r y  a t  s e a ,  c o n d u c t i n g  a m p h i b i o u s  e x e r c i s e s  
a n d  g u n n e r y  e x e r c i s e s  a t  Del Mar a n d  S a n  C l e m e n t e  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Dur -  
i n g  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  1 6 t h ,  OGDEN c o n d u c t e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  r a p i d  LVT l a u n c h  
t r i a l s  a t  v a r i o u s  s p e e d s ,  The  a n n u a l  Ney a w a r d  g e n e r a l  mess f n s p e c -  
t i o c  n a s  c o n d u c t e d  o n  t h e  1 9 t h  w h i l e  t h e  s h i ~  w a s  i n p o r t ,  h o w e v e r ,  
OCjdEN w a s  n o t  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e  1 9 6 8  Ney a w a r d .  T h e  s h i p  r e m a i n e d  i n  
w o r t  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  J a n u a r y 3  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  MOGAS and  AVGAS 
c y s t e m s  w e r e  i n s p e c t e d  a n d  c l e a r e d ,  

(u) On t h e  5 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  OGDEN w a s  a g a i n  u n d e r w a y  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  
Z e u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  g u n n e r y  
e x e r c i s e s ,  d r i l l  b a t t l e  p r o b l e m s ,  b o a t  c o n t r o l  a n d  h e l o  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
a n d ,  on 7 F e b r u a r y ,  a n  a m p h i b i o u s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d -  
i n g  am a m p h i b i o u s  o p e r a t i c n  F a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  c o u r s e  a t  h T A V P H I B ? z 9  
C o r o n a d o ,  The  s h i p  d e p a r t e d  t h e  ; o a s t  o f f  S a n  D i e g o  on  t h e  8 t h  t o r  
a weekend v i s i t  t o  San F r a n c i s c o ,  t h e  f i r s t  v i s i t  i n  t h i s  p o r t  f o r  
OGDF-N,  U p o n  h e r  r e t u r n  on  t h e  1 3 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  OGDEN r e m a i n e d  i n -  
p e r t  i n  S a n  D i e g o  f o r  u p k e e p  u n t i l  13 May, On 19 M a r c h ,  t h e  s h i p  
t r a v e l l e d  c o l d  i r o n  Prom p i e r s i d e  t o  t h e  S a n  D i e g o  d r y d o c k  t o  com- 
mence t h e  m a j o r  r e p a i r s  o f  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  p e r i o d ,  T h e  
m q j o s  work  a c c o m p l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d :  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
a c o l l a p s a b l e  a i r c r a f t  h a n g a r  on t h e  f l i g h t  d e c k ,  r e m o v a l  a n d  r e p a i r  
o f  l e a k i n g  r u d d e r  p o r t s ,  s a n d b l a s t i n g  and  r e p a i n t i n g  o f  u n d e r w a t e r  
h u l l ,  r e m o v a l  o f  a u t o m a t i c  p a l l e t -  l o a d e r  and  v n l o a d e r s ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
n f  a s e c u r e  v o i r o  r a d i o  r n m m u n i c a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  a n d  s a n d b l a s t i n g  a n d  
r e p a i n t i n g  o f  f "'* *" a n d  MCf * 3  t a n k s ,  

(u) O n  10 A p r i l  t h e  s h i p  moved f r o m  d r y d o c k  t o  p i e r s i d e  a n d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  
a c t e d  a s  h o s t  s h i p  f o r  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  USS M O N T I C E L L O  (LSD 35) 
from h e r  o v e r s e a r  d e p l o y m e n t . ,  OGDEN was t h e  o n l y  s h i p  i n  S a n  D i e g o  
t o  s p o n s o r  a  L i t t l e  L e a g u e  t e a m ,  a n d ,  o n  20 A p r i l  p r o v i d e d  a  c o l o r  
quard f o r  t h e  o p e n i n g  d a y  c e r e m o n i e s  o f  t h e  P r e s i d i o  L i t t l e  L e a g u e .  
&-n i n c l i n i n g  e x p e r i m e n t  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  30 
A p r i l  t o  d e t e r m i n e  new s t a b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  s h i p  a f t e r  t h e  R A V  
w o r k ,  

1 



(u) Upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  t h e  s h i p  beggn  its 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g ;  f i r s t  t r a v e l l i n g  t o  t h e  La P l a y a  
p i e r s  on 9 May t o  r e f u e l .  T h e  s h i p  g o t  underway  on  13 May f o r  a week 
of d r i l l s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g .  D u r i n g  t h e  weekend 
i n  San  D i e g o  OGDEN s e r v e d  a s  A m p h i b i o u s  F o r c e ,  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e  f a r  Armed F o r c e s  d a y ,  S a t u r d a y  18 May. A t o t a l  o f  92 v i s -  
i t o r s  came a b o a r d  and w e r e  g i v e n  a  t o u r  of  t h e  s h i p .  Then i n t e n s i v e  
d r i l l s  and t r a i n i n g  w e r e  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  week o f  20 May w n ~ l e  

o p e r a t i n g  c l o s e  o f f s h o r e  S a n  Diego .  S e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  S a n  D i -  
e g o  Navy L e a g u e  were g i v e n  a  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  c r u i s e  on 24 M a y  d u r i n g  
w h i c h  t h e  s h i p  a n c h o r e d  o f f  S i l v e r  S t r a n d  and c o n d u c t e d  v a r i o u s  am- 
p h i b i o u s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  

(u) The  S a n  D i e g o  b a s e d  f l e e t  t r a i n i n g  g r o u p  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
r e a d i n e s s  e v a l u a t i o n  t o  OGDEN o n  27-28 May. A g r a d e  o f  SATISFACTORY 
was  r e c i e v e d .  

(u) R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g  was  c o n d u c t e d  f r o m  2 7  May t o  7 J u n e  i n  s p e c i a l  op-  
e r a t i n g  a r e a s  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  San  D i e g o ,  I n d i v i d u a l  d e p a r t m e n t a l  
g r a d e s  r e c i e v e d  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s 8  

S h i p  C o n t r o l  
N a v i g a t i o n  
c Ie 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
E l e c t r o n i c s  
G u n n e r y  
E n g i n e e r i n g  
Damage C o n t r o l  
P e r s o n n e l  C a s u a l t y  C o n t r o l  
A i r  

OUTSTANDING 95 
OUTSTANDING 95 
OUTSTANDING 36 
GOOD ', 7 7  
SATISFACTORY 71 
GOOD 80 
SATISFACTORY 74.5 
UNSATISFACTORY 55 
EXCELLENT 9 1  
OUTSTANDING 9 5  

(u) On 1 J u n e  a  s e p a r a t e  Earnage C o n t r o l  d e p a r t m e n t  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  on 
b o a r d  OGDEN f o r  a  o n e  y e a r  t r i a l .  A h y d r a u l i c  w i n c h  d r i v e  m o t o r  f o r  
t h e  b o a t  and a i r c r a f t  c r a n e  b u r n e d  o u t  on 6 J u n e ,  h a m p e r i n g  b o a t  o p -  
e r a t i o n s  u n t i l  i t s  r e p l a c e m e n t  on 18 J u n e .  Upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  r e -  
f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  s h i p  r e m a i n e d  i n p o r t  S a n  D i e g o  u n t i l  17 J u n e  
when a n  a m p h i b i o u s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  c r u i s e  f o r  9 Navy L e a g u e  members w a s  
h e l d  o f f  C o r o n a d o  Roads .  O n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  OGDEN was a g a i n  u n d e r -  
way o f f  t h e  c o a s t  f o r  a  f a m i l y  c r u i s e .  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  d a y  i n c l u d -  
e d  a m p h i b i o u s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a t  a n c h o r ,  a s t e a k  b a r b e q u e  on t h e  f l i g h t  
d e c k ,  a n  underway  r e p l e n i s h m e n t  e x e r c i s e  w i t h  t h e  USS PEREGRINE, a n d  
a  s m a l l  a r m s  g u n n e r y  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  T h i s  d a y  a l s o  marked t h e  t h i r d  
a n n i v e r s a r y  of  O G D E N '  a c o m m i s s i e n i n g .  

(c) T h e  s h i p  commenced p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a m p h i b i o u s  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  on 
1 7  J u n e  w i t h  b o a t  h a n d l i n g  d r i l l s  a t  a n c h o r  o f f  C o r o n a d o  Roads .  Upon 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  d r i l l s  on 1 9  J u n e  t h e  s h i p  r e t u r n e d  t p o r t ,  r e -  
m a i n i n g  u n t i l  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a m p h i b i o u s  t r a i n i n g  on 24 June. O n  t h a t  
d a t e  OGDEN a l s o  r e c e i v e d  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h ~ t  s h e  had won t h e  B a t t l c  E f -  
f i c i e n c y  Award f o r  A m p h i b i o u s  S q u a d r o n  N I N E ,  From 24 J u n e  u n t i l  3 
J u l y ,  OGbcr* w a s  e n g a g e d  i n  a m p h i b i o u s  d r i l l s  and e x e r c i s e s .  A m a j o r -  
i t y  o f  t h e s e  d r i l l s  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  a n c h o r  o f f  C o r o n a d o  R o a d s ,  however  



DECLASSIFIED 
( ~ 3  an rrssderway launch and halo a s sau l t s  off  C a p  Paadleton were a l s o  perPonaed, The 

.hip received an overal l  grade of EXUCLLENT f s r  i t s  performance i n  a l l  phasis of 
mphibiotls training.  From the eoanpletiem of Am t o  the tima of WESTPAC deplapuat ,  
OGDEN remained inport Sam Dkga  preparing fsr overseas movanento As w e l l  a s  leadlag 
cargs and stocking necessary f t m u ,  the  preparatioas included the force Medical 
Officers inspection on 11 July, A national repertory gmup, t he  Covenant Players, 
presented two plays on board en 8 Ju lyp  T h e  C ~ ~ t r a c t ~  and T r a n s i t  Gloriam uith 
55 persons attending. The h i p  held an a f t e r aom picnic on 17 Ju ly  a t  Adarriral Boker 
Field  and an evening dianer dance mk th I r t  and 2ad Class Pet ty  Officers Cltllj on 
22 July,  OGDEN t ravel led t o  t h e  deperming f a c i l i t y  a t  San Diego and was dspermed 
during the period 29-30 July. Frese 2 August u n t i l  5 August materials bound fo r  
VLtnam were l q d e d  a t  a p ie r  a t  lVAS North Islando Included were the 10 CE1-53 
helicppeers of Mazf ne Squadron HntI-462. , 

(C) A t  1010 on 6 August the  OGDEN began i ts  1968 WBSWAC deployment, sa i l ing  d i r ec t ly  
from h a  Diego to  Buckner Bays Okhawa v ia  a mod% fied great  c i r c l a  route, A t  
1518 on 12 August the sh ip  cfassed the  Internat ional  Datelime and on 15 August 
chopped from FIRSTFLT t o  SEVENTHF'LT, After a twelve day t r f p  duriag *ich the  
Hedfcal Departnoant compHeted the s h ~ t  serges f o r  mSTPAC, the  ship arrived ia 
Buckner Bay on 19 August and bmediately eoraaenced loading and unlaading Marine 
a~maunitim and other supplies around the clock, The SS SRA FOX put i n  t o  Bucher  
Bay omr 20 Aagsas t  with 8 Peak in her  exhaust morkel, WDEN ass i s ted  %n emergency 
repa i r s  which were completed tha t  same dayo Early omr the Zlst the ship l e f t  E-imwa 
and a f t e r  a rough passage through the  Bashi Channel in the wake of Typhom Shirley, 
arr ivad off t he  coast of South Vietnam near Phn Bai oa the  24th. The 10 CH-53 
h e l i c ~ p t e r s  of HMH 462 were fllowa off ando with the arr is tanea of p i l e t s  from Pho 
Ballo mast of t he  equipment v h  ich was t o  be offloaded ia Danang was flown off  wPth 
the GH-53 helicopters, Thug9 the ship was ab le  t o  en te r  Danang, complete the  off-  
loadeland ge t  underway for Subic Bag i n  the  Phfllippinae Islands on 25 Augusto S~on 
a f t e r  a r r i v a l  im Subic Bay on 27 Augrmst OGDRN relie+ed tha USS VAblCCltlVbLI1 (L%D 2) a s  
a member of Aaaphfbiouo Ready Group nB'9 (TG 7 6 d I 0  During the stay in  Sabic four 
M-8 boats and erews of Assault Craft Unit 1 were embarked a s  w e l l  a s  b r i n e s  and 
equipment of BLT 2/7, On 30 August OGDEN sa i led  for  the  coast of Vietnam fn empony 
with USS MONTICELLO (LSD 35) atad USS TRIPOLI (WE 10) rmmbers of ABC-Be 

(C) The ship arr ived off  the coast  of Btetnam for i ts  Efrst extended on the l i ne  period 
on 2 September, For the next 28 days the OGDm steamed dn special  operating area8 
south of Daaaang, Brigadier General WILLIAMS, Crwamandtng General Fleet  Marine 
Forca Pac i f ic  boarded E D E N  en 3 September for  a demonstration of amphibious 
eapabi l i t i eo  of t he  LPD, Operations inclsded well deck deaer*tratieas af  
assau l t  boat handlhg add an underway launch'bf mphib'ions tanks. On' 

3 September OGDEN a l s o  ca~rmenccd combat support ~f Operatton SWIFT PLAY 11, 
Upon not i f  i e a t  %on tha t  the  t ropical  ty pho~na Bass would be crossing 



(c) t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  c o a s t  c o r t h  o f  Danang,  TG 76.5 s t e a m e d  southw<rh 0;; 
5 S e p t e m b e r  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Cu Lao Re I s l a n d ,  O G D E N ' s  p r e p a r a -  
t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  b a l l a s t i n g  f o r  s t a b i l i t y ,  The  s t o r m  a b a t e d  q u i c k l y  
and t h e  t a s k  g r o u p  was  a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  i t s  a s s i g n e d  a r e a  t h e  f o l -  
l l w i n g  m o r n i n g o 2  U n d e r w a t e r  D e m o l i t i o n  Team E l e v e n ,  D e t a c h m e n t  FQX- 
t r o t ,  was  embarked  on 7 S e p t e m b e r ,  The t eam r e m a i n e d  on b o a r d  OGDEN 

, a l m o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  d e p l o y m e n t  and was  e x e r c i s e d  'n many ways  f rom 
a c t i n g  a s  swimming l i f e g u a r d s  t o  s u r v e y i n g  h o s t i l e  b e a c h e s  u n d e r  
enemy f i r e .  

(u) S u n d a y ,  8 S e p t e m b e r  was  t h e  d a t e  o f  OGDEN's f i r s t  f l i g h t  d e c k  b a r -  
b e q u e  i n  W e s t p a c  which i n c l u d e d  a  s k e e t  s h o o t  and  a n  a w a r d s  p r e s e n -  
t a t i o n .  During t h e  tine a t  s e a  OGDEN q ~ n d u c t e d  a b o ~ t  o n e  underway .  
replenishnect a ~ e z 9  w i t h  b o t h  o i l e r s  and s t o r e s  s h i p s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
when o p e r a t i o n s  p e r m i t t e d ,  t h e  s h i p  e n t e r e d  Danang h a r b a r  on F r i d a y s  
t o  p i c k  u p  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  and f l e e t  f r e i g h t o .  A r e a d y  h e l o  d e c k  was 
a l w a y s  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i v a e  h a l o s  when t h e  USS TRIPOLI 
was  c o n d u c t i n g  r e p l e n i s h m e n t s ,  G e n e r a l  d r i l l s ,  a m p h i b i o u s  e x e r c i s e s  
and t r a i n i n g  l e c t u r e s  o c c u p i e d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  s p a r e  t imeo 

A f t e r  an  u n r e p  on  14 S e p t e n b e r  OGDEN s i g h t e d  a  d e r e l i c t  p o n t o o n  b r i d g e  
s e g m e n t  n e a r  t h e  Danang h a r b o r  e n t ~ a n c e ,  I t  was  deemed a  h a z a r d  t o  
t h e  s h i p p i n g  Pn t h e  a r e a  and t h e  U D T  t e a m  was  d i s p a t c h e d  t o  d e s t r o y  
i t  w i t h  h i g h  e x p l o s i v e s ,  T h i s  t h e y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  a s p e c t a c u l ' a r  f a s -  
s i o n  a f t e r  a  l o n g  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t e d i o u s  p r e p a r a t i o n s .  T h e  UDT d e t a c h -  ' 

ment  a l s o  a c t e d  a s  l i f e g u a r d s  f o r  a  s w i m  c a l l  h e l d  o u t  o f  t h e  well 
d e c k  on  17 S e p t e m b e r .  T h a t  d a y  a l s o  saw t h e  3 0 0 0 t h  h e l o  l a n d i n g  on 
b o a r d  OGDEN s i n c e  h e r  c o m m i s s i o n i n g .  

(U) W h i l e  i n  D a n a n g  on a  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  r u n  or, 20 S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  s h i p  
h e l d  a  p a s t y  r o r  o n e  t h i r d  of  t h e  c r e w ,  embarked  M a r i n e s  and p e r s o n -  
n e l  f r o m  TRIPOLI at. China P e a c h ,  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m c  a s h o r e  f o r  
a l l  s i n c e  30 ~ v a u s t .  Thc e h t n ' s  M e d i c a l  C f f f c e r  and  a h o s n i t a l  c o r p s -  
man * t i c - -  c a l l e d  t.3 e x a m i n e  a n  f r , j u r c d  s c a n 3 n  e n  t h ?  SS MATAPOF bcc/ . j re  
his t r d n s f e s  t o  a uar tang n c s p i t a l ,  ~ A S O  LU a e p t e ~ n b e r .  A f t e r  many 
r e h e a r s a l s  the p s e v i o u s  week,  a t h i r t y  m i n u t e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
LPD's a m p h i b i o u s  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  p l u l  UDT and ~ s s a u l t  c r a f t  on-- a t i o n a l  
b r i e f + n a s  w e r e  h e l d  on b o a r d  on 2 1  S e p t e m b e r  f o r  R e a r  Admira:. PRATT, 
c"'{???Ir,.!' " "  'a  b 

(u) A m i n o r  f i r e  In t h e  well d e c k  on 24 S e p 4 e m b e r  was t h e  c a u s e  o f  a n  lqn- 
s c h e d u l e d  GQo P a i n t  b u r n s  and smoke dar t sqe  t o  a n  a s s a u l t  b o a t  w e r e  
t h e  o n l y  darnage c a u s e d  b y  a  c a r e l e s s  we lde r  who d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  d i r e  
w a t c h .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and t r a i n i n g  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  month ,  w i t h  
a C h i n a  Reach  p a r t y  f c s  l i b e r t y  s e c t i o n  I1 on  27 S e p t e m b e r ,  and  a n  o f f  
t h e  s t e r n  s w i m  c a l l  on 29 S e p t e m b e r ,  

(u) > i h i l e  o f f l o a d i n g  elements of BLT 2/7 i n  Danang on 2 O c t o b e r  t h e  s t e r n  
g a t e  h y d r a u l i c  s y s t e m  w a s  damaged d u e  t o  rough s e a s .  T h i s  c a s u a l t y  
i n v o l v e d  no c h a n g e  o f  p l a n s  s i n c e  t h e  s h i p  was s c h e d u l e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
S u b i c  B a y  s h o r t l y ,  Ow 4 O c t o b e r  OGDEN d e p a r t e d  V i e t n a m  f o r  S u b i c  Bay  
i n  company w i t h  t h e  USS TRIPOLI t e r m i n a t i n g  O p e r a t i o n  SWIFT PLAY. 

' 8  
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(u) Upon a r r i v a l  o n  5 O c t o b e r ,  a  c o m p l e t e  p r e d a w n  a m p h i b i o u s  t r a i n i n g  

l a n d i n g  c a l l e d  AMTRAEX w a s  s t a g e d  on t h e  w e s t e r n  s h o r e  o f  S u b i c  B a y  
b y  TG 76.5 composed  o f  OGDEN, MONYICELLO, TRIPOLI, a n d  USS MERRICK 
(LKA 9 4 ) .  

(u) T h e  i n p o s t  S u b i c  p e r i o d  6-20 O c t o b e r  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  f a r  r e ~ a i s ,  up- 
k e e p ,  a n d  r e s t  a n d  r e l a x a t i o n  b u t  cornrnuwitv n f i d i r s  p r o j e c t s  i n -  
c l u d e d  p a i n t i n g  t h e  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  a t  & t h r e e  room b u i l d i n g  a t  
t h e  T a n u l a o  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  i n  O s a n f  P r o v i n c e ,  R P X ,  The f o l l o w -  
i n g  i t e m s  were d o n a t e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l :  a $el1 e n g r a v e 0  w i t h  t h &  
s h i p ' s  name,  a  2 0  v o l u m e  s e t  o f  C h i l d r e n o s  Classics, t e n  c a s e s  o f  
p a p e r ,  t e n  c a s e s  o f  c o c o a  m i x  a n d  % h r e e  t a b l e s  w i t h  t e n  b e n c h e s ,  

(c) T h e  s h i p  g o t  uezderway f o r  K a o h s i u n g ,  T a i w a n ,  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  c i t y  
i n  N a t i o n a l i s t  C h i n a ,  on 21 O ~ t o b e r ,  D u r i n g  t h e  t r a n s i t  many d r i l l s  
i n c l u d i n g  g u n n e r y  e x e r c i s e s  w e r e  h e l d .  The  s t a y  in K a e h s f u n g  f r o m  
23 t o  28 O c t o b e r  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  l i b e r t y ,  M o s t  o f  t h e  c r e w  p a s -  
t i c i p a t e d  in o r g a n i z e d  t o u r s  a n d  many H a n d c l a s p  i t e m s  w e r e  d f s t r i b -  
u t e d  t o  n e e d y  c h i H d r e n D s  homes and m i s s f s n a r i e s ,  O n  38 O c t o b e r  t h e  
s h i p  a r r i v e d  in t h e  s t eamf rna  a r e a s  s o ~ i t l n  o f - - D ~ n i - ~ ~  f o r   be^ s e c o n d  
e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d  on t h e  l i n e  fn.:GisantB VLattaamo h g e i n  OEDEM -fwlPpPP~Pl- 
i z e d  h e r  s p a r e  t ime with a  h e a v y  t r a i n i n g  s c h e d u l e  s a n a v ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  U L -  

t w e e n  u n d e r w a y  r e p l e n i s h m e u - n t s ,  s u p p o r t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  r u n s  f n t o  
D a n a ~ g  h a r b o r ,  D u r i n g  t h e  5 t h  and  6 t h  o f  O c t o b e r  OGDEN b a c k l o a d e d  17 
o f f i c e r s  a n d  577 enlisted men and  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e d  e q u i p m e n t  krom 
B a t t a l i o n  L a n d i n g  Team 2/ao I n  a p r e d a w n  a s s a u l t  30 m i l e s  s o u t h  s f  
Danawg,  OGDEN commenced O p e r a t i o n  DARING ENDEAVOR a n  BO November w i t h  
a n  u n d e r w a y  l a u n c h  o f  a m p h i b i o u s  tankse T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y  OGDEN c o n -  
d u c t e d  h e l o  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  a c t e d  a s  P r i m a r y  C o n t r o l  S h i p ,  o f f l o a d i n g  
53% M a r i n e s ,  2 6  v e h i c l e s  a n d  a b a s i c  a l l o w a n c e  o f  a m m u w i t i o n ,  F o r  
t h e  n e x t  week  OGDEN r e m a i n e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  D A R I N G  ENDEAVOR b y  a c t i n g  
a s  PCS,  s u p p l y i n g  o n - c a l l  s e r i a l s  t o  the t r o o p s  a s h o r e  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  
b e a c h  * l , r v e y s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  with t h e  embarked U n d e r w a t e r  Q e m o l i t f o n  
t e a m ,  B A R I N G  ENDEAVOR w a s  c s m p l e t e d  on  17 November w i t h  t h e  b a c k -  
l o a d  o f  BLT a / ? ,  Q n  that d a t e  Vise Admiral S M I T H ,  Commander Amphib- 
i o u s  F o r c e ,  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  a r r i v e d  on b o a r d  f o r  a b r i e f i n g  on LPB op- 
e r a t i o n s ,  a  t o u r  of t h e  s h i p ,  a n d  a n  a w a r d s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  ? h e  n e x t  
f e w  d a y s  w e r e  s p e n t  in p r e p a r a t i o n  f a r  O p e r a t i o n  SWIFT MOVE, a  h e l o  
b o r n e  a s s a u l t  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  r i f l e  c o m p a n i e s  o f  R L T  217 w h i c h  t o o k  
p l a c e  on 2 0  November.  F a r  t h e  f o l B ~ w i w g  two w e e k s  t h e  s h f p  r e m a i n e d  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  SWZFT MOVE a n d  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  o f f l o a d  o f  BLT 217 i n  D a -  
nawg w h i l e  c o n d u c t i n g  v a r i o u s  t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s ,  O p e r a t i o n  SWIFT 
MOVE was  t e r m i n a t e d  on 6 D e c e m b e r ,  with t h e  OGDEN u n d e r w a y  f o r  Hong 
Kong t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  D u r i n g  t h e  5 d a y  l i b e r t y  p e r i o d  i n  Hong Kong 
f r o m  8 t o  13 D e c e m b e r ,  members  o f  t h e  c r e w  d o n a t e d  180 p i n t s  o f  b l o o d  
to + h e  Hong Ksng B r i t i s h  Red C r o s s ,  The s h f p  c o n d u c t e d  a full power 
e n g i n e e r i n g  t r i a l  w i t h  s u c c e s s f u l  r e s u l t s  upon g e t t i n g  u n d e r w a y  f o r  
S u b i e  B a y  on  13 December ,  B e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  S u b f ~  on 15 December  a s u c -  
c e s s f u l  g u n n e r y  e x e r c i s e  was h e l d ,  

(U) D u r i n g  t h e  i w p o r t  S u b i c  p e r i o d  o f  15-26 D e c e m b e r ,  t h e  crew t o o k  p a r t  
i n  many c o m m u n i t y  r e l a t i o n s  p r o j e c t s ,  T h e  f i v e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  OGDEN 



. . 
(u) s p o n s o r e d  t h r o u g h  O p e r a t i o n  S c h o o l h o u s e  were  i n v i t e d  a b o a r d  on 20 

December,  They were  given a  t o u r  of  t h e  s h i p ,  l u n c h ,  and a b o a t  
r i d e  a round  t h e  h a r b o r ,  Ow 22 December a l l  31 b o y s  and s i x  s t a f f  
members of  B o y ' s  Town n e a r  Olongapo  C i t y  were  g u e s t s  of  t h e  s h i p  
f o r  a C h r i s t m a s  p a r t y  wh ich  i n c l u d e d  g i f t s  and a c a r t o s n  movie,  
F i n a l l y ,  a s e v e n t e e n  man v o l u n t e e r  working c arty assisted i n  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a new b u i l d i n g  i n  B o y ' s  T ~ w n  on 24 December* 

(U) The s h i p  was a g a i n  unde iway  a n  2'1 December f o r  Vie tnam,  a r r i v i n g  
i n  Danang on t h e  2 9 t h ,  commenefng combat s u p p o r t  f o r  O p e r a t i o r  
SWIFT MOVE 11, Ahead f o r  t h e  new year l a y  t h e  l o n g e s t  b u t  the 
f i n a l  o n - l i n e  p e r i o d  f o r  OGDEN d u r i n g  t h e  1968 dep loymen t ,  



NAVIGATION 
Miles steamed 

Times anchored 

rl'k:qAas moored 

OPERATIONS 
Messages transmitted by teletype 
Messages received by teletype 

Messages sent by visual means 
Messages received by visual means 

Radar contacts tracked 

~ a y s  steaming 
ND burned 
Fresh water distilled 
Fresh water received 

3 -M 
m 0 . 2 K  forms submitted to DSCPAC 

AIR 
Helicopter landings 

JP-5 used 

MOGAS used 

MEDICAL/DENTAL 
Patients seen 
Prescriptions filled 
Laboratory tests performed 
Physical examinations 
Immunizations administered 
X-rays .taken 
Electrocardiograms performed 
Minor surgery performed 

Port: 30 
Stbd: 23 
Buoy: 01 
Pier: 14 

24,058.4 
221 

3,636,857 gallons 
8,467,320 gallons 
1,438,561 gallons 

Small boats 5,355 gal 
Helos 248,936 gal 
ACU-1 4,790 gal 
Engineers 61,675 gal 
PMS 13,500 gal 
MSO Support 65,796 gal 
ATF Support 
TOTAL 

30 gal 

Enclosure (3) 



MBDICAL DBNTAk [Cant d) 
h e r e d  
DbnEal p a t i e n t s  . seen 
SUPPLY P l 

I__- 

.I ' . L  - 
s h i p ' s  s t o r e  sales 
Ship's s t a r e  p r o f i t 3  

OPTAR rxpende d 

To ta l  crew pay 
T o t a l  taxer wi thhe ld  

$8,888,97 
$56,379.33 

$124,396.02 
Medical/Dental 
TOTAL 

To ta l  value o f  a l l  s t o r e s  consumed 
Meals served 

General meaa consumption 
Beef 
Sea$ood 
P r ~ r d  
M i  1 k*' 
Fresh f r u i t  
Fresh vege tab les  
Coffee 

39,506 l b s .  
2,390 l b s  

18,155 l b ~ .  
12,238 011. 
28,210 l b s ,  
67,049 l b s ,  

3,570 l b ~ o  
12,128 dzn, 

CHAPLAIN 

WBLD ATTBNDBBS 
Rel igious a e r v l c e s  on board P r o t e r t r n t  -52 7 ' T r -  

Catho l i c  08 120 

Chat i  t y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

People programs UPWARD 

Navy Relief $528,45 
CPC $2,972.10 

Human Rela t ions  35 2 7 5  



ADMINISTRATION 
Advancements in rate 
Officer promotions 

Reenlistments, 

Ghergency leave cases 
Drug exempttons granted 

GUNNERY 
Roundseypended, 

Days guns fired 

DRMAGE CONTROL 

Times ballasted. 

First 26 
Subsequent 19 

Armor piercing 514 
VT Non-frag 27 
VT Frag 24 
TOTAL 5i55 

Enclosure (3) 


