
USS OGDEN (LPD 5) 
F lee t  Post Off ice 

San Francisco 96601 

From: Commanding Officer ,  USS OGDEN (LPD 5 )  
To: Chief of Naval Operations (Op09b9) 

Subj: Command History f o r  1967; submission of 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAV I n s t r u c t  ion 57 50,12 

Encl: (1) Chronology f o r  1967 
( 2 )  Basic Narrat ive 
(3 )  Documentary Annexes 

1. I n  accordance with reference  ( a ) ,  enclosures ( I ) ,  (21, and ( 3 )  a r e  hereby 
submitted. 

Copy to :  
CINCPACFLT 
COMPHIBPAC 



Ship located a t  San Diego, California condvcting final preparations 
for overseas movement, 
Axmwl Supply Inspection, 
CBTecsr @f~rnuBtion Predeplorg~lant Luncheon a t  the 1s t  and 2nd Class 
P,O. Club. Attendance - wer  100, 
First  0Q)EM All-Hands Dinner Dance. At$endance - approximately 230. 
OCfDEm ofPicers and ladies attended PHIBRON NlXE's f i r u t  social. 
BnbEurkecl Marines and equipment for deploymsnt to WBSTPAC. 

R-day . OapBBl eailed for WBSfP!! with ZWWETQB (LPH 5) , MOMTI- 
(WD 35) , OAIS XR& (LSD 7) amd SlBIIIRlLe AKA-104) . -barked 9 LClul 6' s 
of ACDN 12 Deeaelmmnt November. 
Arrive8 a t  Pearl Harbor for IiESTPAC briefing. 
Departed Pearl -bar we stbound. 
UNEUP/VERTRBP with USS MllR8 (AF8 1) earout e t o  O h i n r w a .  
a P B H  n&Wied by COlvIPHIEPAC of nonrinatiom as Aaphibicnrs Force 
~lprsrentat ivs  in Ney Award cagpeti%&an. 
Dejpsrted Okinawa after 3-Bay visit t o  off-load Mar$ne@ old their equip- 
ararrt and t o  Wckload unamitim* 
Arrived SllBic Bay for two-we* stay, l!bbarked Marine lmxliag force.. 

CK3DLIII relieved V '  in the Amphibious Ready Group. 
OGDBBI pawtiuipated in her f i r o t  colnbrt operation - BRACOB Hrrz 1- 
whUe operating as  part of the Seventh Fleet's Amphibious Ready 
Group and Special Landing Farce (ARG/sLI!'). A Battalion Land- 
Team of the Firat Batmion, Fourth Wlaer (BLT 1/4) war put 
ashore between the DemUifsrrieed Zone (DMZ) and Cw Vie* R i v e r .  
W e  4,000t;h helicopter landing sines being c r ~ a s l o n e d .  

Sailed irama Cua Viet R i v e r  for Okbmwa r i a  mbic Bay. Stayed in  
Subic 1 112 days dw t o  Typhoon VIOUT. 

10 Am%ved Okinawa.  Off-loadsd BLT 3/4 for re-oatfitting and embarked 
BLT 2/3. Tmr of Okinawa can4ucted durlng four day8 there, 

19-16 Participated in a practice hading exercise an Oklnam - celled 
lixx&TOP V I I .  

22 CoaarsncQd Operation BPUCOII 81TAR 16 miles aoufh of the DMZ, The 
Search aad deatroy phse  was derignrrtad BlWOP3 $W Phase Om t o  
distinguish it f rom tb actton inlaad at ghrr Banh (HIUS %1 and 
881) whish was derigmted BUCOI! S W  Phaee TWO. 
steak barbecue on the n igh t  deck. 



Landed &-W In Operation BLJLT TIGdIT as a s e ~ n t  of s major pplh 
&ed Operation HICKORY just south of the DMZ. 

29 Arrived, Srrbic Bay for u r n  period. 

18afsrtajpcrd 40 childran aboard fktm a w e r a l  elonmatmy schools in 
O l m g a ~ l o  . 
Presented a cheek f b m  the rhir, t o  "Opemtio~~ 8choalhouaew, a plan 
t o  he131 &rervUg ymmg psopLe in the PkUipplner t o  obtain a H i g h  
School education. 
Departed h b i u  for Vietrru. 
BTarg Relief fbad dr i -  C a r a l r a l  and ate& d-r, 
Bbgrn apemtiaa ElWOI TORCH, hudiag trorprs 28 Pliler mtheaaut of 
DaWaag. O(H,Blf s e w e d  as the R- C a m t m l  Ship for operation. 
2rrd anaiversary oi c d r ~ i a n i a g  of OQlEN ob~erred. m x i r t e 1 . y  
175 P l a m r r s  ahar&Fa cake om the ~ m r r  deck, 
The UnBmr Zjacretary of the Navy, the Honorable Charler F, BILIRD, 
visited the B(IBl!M. He wan accqpehed by rar*cmlm liYLU0, V . Y  
and WBOCQBJI. A few days later we were ririted by iaamiral MOQBER, 
the thou Prospsetirs CXO, and by &jar WaerrZ IKTCHBIN, USlER, the 
mrem p ~ s i d e n t  of the l@ry largus. 

R e e k e d  BLT 2/3. 
Begaa Operr;tiaa BlkQVIW TRACK, part of a search urd cleur operation 
within th. T h i n  ommtiom Qadd 17 
Purtiaipated in Operation BUR CHlIlO in tha r m  place where EQACOH 
STAR oamrred in A p i l  1967. RLT 2/3 waa bso.hloaded 26 July. 
S T  2/3 aud rhip'r oqpamy lud R&l at China Beach in D a N m g  HaJrbor. 

Teak. part tn Oprratioa UXWtOO KICK, the 8th operation for O O l W  
rinae arrivingl c a f f  the w a r t  of Vie-. Troop8 were landed 15 
U s  north of IZbs. "Fifhir operation tarshated 4 A-st. 
Arrived Sgbic Bag for r ix  day6 *p. 
!Pmaty velunteerr Bainfed ass building of the Kabhke Blenmw 
Bch-1 in O~O-BQ* 

rollrvbd by US8 PADL RBVBRl (MA 248). 
lailad fox O k i a a m  t o  e r n a d  the Maxine Larpdirs Farae reserve 
aprtqrial. 'Rro day8 requimd, 
S a U d  for  Slambe, Japan, w i v i n g  the 1Tth. Ilight day8 here. 
Tcmrr a f  BlbqprrLi aad Uaem m4oy.d. Biglrt twu9-8Mlf boekearoe 
brrjlt by ahiptr o a r p r h x r  rmd pmaaatod t o  the local World Missions 
fc+r Children fkphmqp. 
lkpvC~& Srr6be far SoBic Bow. One dlly thore t o  pick up P H D R O I ~  
ElZJUI bertr am% mhlelaa. 



Arrived off Cua Viet River and embarked COMPHIBRON KlXE and Staff 
for return to the United States. 
Arrived Hong Kong for five days. 
Sailed for Yokosuka, Japan. 
Arrived Yoko8uka -- delayed by Tgphoon OPAL for two ma. Loft on 
t b  15th. 
Chopped from COW-T to WSTPAC to CWIRSTIPLT in San Diego. 
Crossed the Internationel Date Line, had two Tuesdaye. 
Arrived Pearl Hsrbor for debriefing, One day here. Debarked 
PHIBROB HIl4E St- to fly back to COEIUS. California Highway 
Patrolma Albert T. SCOTT cam aboard to lecture on Zegislation 
and highway safety during trip to COBUS. 
Arrived San DiQgo having steamed 38,242 miles eince 1 February 2967. 

October - 
17 Ammal ~dministrativs/Material In8pectioa conducted (carmgletsd) by 

PHIElRON ImB. 
8hlp1e Party at 1st and 2nd Class F. 0. Club, Attendance - 265. 

At rer for five days of independent slhip operations. 
W e  2,000th helicopter lamling. 
At ear for two days gunnery. 
Deprrted 8m Diego to participate in Operation BUW LORT8, a large 
First Fleet sxercire off the oorlrt of California. Laded troops 
on "enemyw brchea on 4 December. 
Tbs Honorable Mr. DRIVI#R, Deputy Under Secretary of the Navy for 
Manpower, daars aboard to abasrve BWB LtX?JS. 

O@BH U s t e a  for 500th t w *  
Chrl-r Party held rborPd - 3e5 ahildrsPr attieadad. OG8)]9ET wars 
host to PIIIBROgO HIlUN 8taff faailiee. 

OGIDlU!'S ~ I B ~  FOR 1967 

#%I! 67 
24 MllR 67 
24 w 67 
24 MAR 67 
6 UY 67 

14 Jtns 67 
14 mrv 67 
18 67 
24 JuL 67 
14 nuo 67 
18 sw 67 
18 SBP 67 
23 OCT 67 
15 DBC 67 

OTHW 
m lot 



EJew gear' s Day 1967 f aund USS WE8 (LPD 5) , Captain R. L. D I S I ,  USN, 
Cqumndiag Officer, in her Sas Diego hameport preparinqf for deployment. January 
was the l a t t e r  half of a two-nth Preparation for Overseas Movement (POM) period. 
Large quantities of general supplies and ammaition were received aboard during 
this  t ime,  the l a t t e r  load requiring s t r i p  t o  the SEAL BEACH Amunition Depot 
on 20 Ja,nmzy, Families were not forgotten in the pre-defioyaent preparations. 
Sucmsarul ship and Amphibious Squa&an NINE part;ies were held on 16 and 21 
Jastuur;y, @ 30 Jammy a;DEH was ready t o  embark the 15th 155 MM Gun Battery of 
the Fleet  W i n e  Force. 

On 1 Feb- the ship sailed for WE8TPAC, e~~ nine LCM-6 ' s of Asstlslt 
C r a f t  Division 12 after clearing San Diego faasbor, The t r i g  t o  H a w a i i  was &a 4 
caqany with USS PRIIfCXWH (LPH 5 ) ,  US8 EaK)liTIW (LSD 35), USS OAg H I U  (LSD 7) 
sad DSS SEKtNOLB (AKA 104). OOBEH particfpted fna various d r i l l s  aracl. exercises 
tmmute and gained valuable, e ~ r i ~ ~ e ,  s te  i m  merchrrpt convoy formation, 
CRua crews s?mrpmed their ski l ls  by fir- st drone a i r a r m  launched by a detach- 
meat aboard W ~ I ~ .  

B tam-day stop at Pearl Harbor provided t h e  for a&UtioW WES!l!PAC briefings 
w$lle permitt* the crew to  enJoy scme rest and sight~eeing. 011 U February OODE10 
a i led  for Okfnawar, being replenished by US8 MAS1S (US 1) the night before reaching 
her destination. Forty-five tons of stores were transferred t o  OGDBN during t h i s  
uMamwy vertical replaiisbmnt, 

While berthed at a Wlaite Eieach gisr b n  Okimwa, OGTJIQY off-loaded the artillery 
ursnniticm she had received a t  SHBL BlUClfI aaadP mp3.aced it with ammunition which 
wauld be needed by the Battali- L8ading !hams the mMp a d  o a n y  into combat. 
StsQh transfers are always diffEaCLt, bolt no serious problems were egcaunteW, and 
the ship got tmdemy for Sttbie Bay, R. P., on 26 Febr~nary, 

TpTo days la ter  OGDEN mivend in Subfe Bay for -tm, weeks of yard availability 
and upkeep. A great deal was aceoqlished in %hi8 t*, and the ship's engineering 
and electronics personnel were generaas b their  praise of both the technical 
co~apstgnce and dm&ion t o  duty by the Sub%@ Ship Repair Facility workers, On 
6 March OCDm relieved USS VNEOiN?!!R (m 2) while still i n  Wbic Bay, joining 
PRXlWEOIf and MOlsTIW to compre AmphEbf a s  Ready Grovlp BEUVO. Captain R. L. 
C W ,  USN, Cmamdore of &phibiaareii Sqmdron SLkPBM, assumed command of the 
ARG fmm the flagahip PRI2EETBIB. After embarking tns eomptlniear of the 1s t  
Battalian, 4th Marines along with their  $upporting units, OWEIT sailed for Vietnam. 

The fim subsequent months of OGDl!Wss Vietnam operations serve as a textbook 
dem@nrt~ati6I4 of tb versatility sf the TsjPD. On 20 Mrch the ernbarked BLT went 
ashore by assault er- and helicopters as OGDBN took gaart in her f i r s t  ccmbat 
ojperathn. Designated EEACOM BBW[p I, th is  opePattion m s  o search and destroy 
misaicut between the C w  V i e t  River and the BemQftariaed Zone separating Horth 
aad 8wth Vietnaun. For the next dszen days %he arkip remined i n  the ama t o  
sll,pgmt the BtT ashore, In spite of fog which created poor vis ibi l i ty  conditions 
OG83ZlH loggdlP 185 helicoptef landings, balaadbng her 1,BOQth l a d i n g  on 29 March. 



F s l l m b g  the acrcceslrAil terarination of BEACOB HIU I the ship ateanad t o  the 
(Jlar Vie* R i v e r  and on 3-5 April  embarked BLT 3/4 for tramport t o  Oklnam, Violet, 
the firrt of several typhoons ezacauartered during the deployment, necessitate8 a two-  
day layever in Subic Bay* The ship arrived at Okbmwa on 10 A p r i l  end the troops 
were off-loaded the next day. 

BLT 2/3 was ~~ at Okinawa t o  replace BLT 3/4. There troops would operate 
ftam WBlUl until Angust, The nrs jority of ACDIV 12 also rsr~alned aboard unt i l  
WDIEJ wss relieved in the PFtO In -st. These t m p s  an4 boats were put aslnore 
durirrg Operatloxi HIU;TOP VII, a practice lRLgdiPg en O U w a  on 15 asad j6 mil. 

Only aix d a b p  la te r  XLT 2/3 went ashore sixteen miles aauth of' the Dl42 arr 
parb of 0p8ratinn BBU?OIP $!FAR, Phase I. Thin  operation was mcceesI5al in spite 
of the ibct that the Operation Order ma  rsceived only 36 W s  before H-hm~. 
Sa~s eoarmnmicurtiaa preblam were ex@wienced durjlZg thia apcrrrfion, a d  lesrarrs 
ware lammd ia d i a t ~ ~  betw8m eesentlal and n~.saecurtial cargo, Tha 
lo88 @f -rimcod psraoaael though tranefer a d  diaclwge ia  a pemmlal 
preblm, but one that am be largely cwsrcamm by ~ ~ l l t i e i ~ t i g s  losses and traQiagt 
rcrlisfa on board* 

I 
i 

Phase I1 o f  rnC0R 8'PIR demlop~d with the battler for porression of HU3.s 861 
and 881 near 8aab. OCg3188 rtodl by i n  a empprt- role as RLT 213 was trans- 
ported by halicoptclr t o  this srsr. The h u e  were captured from the enemy snb the 
traopr 'omm homn on 11 and 12 May. 

The of' oparatiorrr toroad cruncellatian of a tris t ta  hbic aaad on I 9  
Mtrg B&T 2/3 agah wrrnt r~horo,  th i s  tlmn in the Oparatim PXLT Tim phaae of a 
lurm ef for t  daaignatad Operatic+n HICKORY. 013~1 m a  r ahort lead tlxw was use4 
%Q ark th f t U a r t  prapar&tioa p a a i b b ,  and th as-t emf% and Mlicopterr 
~ M W  %ha tar#@* saem am acbduled, 

2ha rnlrrrd lilrrbio 13ry cw 29 May for tea rrllrrg -a o t  such naadad upkeep 
rab libartiy. On 4 JUM fort7 ohildrm alanmtary rohoelm in O l o q p p  oam 
aboard ior a tow of tb &igl a a-osa ahow an4 l o t r  o f  ior omam and omkiem . 
ma d a m @ d  B'trbSo Bay tor W o w  oa 8 Jbno. m a  raliovad by 
USCl TR-I (Z38 10) uub QIOfrin J1 fr. w a P T I  W!B1 Qammdar of &phibimr 
B q W h m  m, arrroxurd aornslmd, o t  &pUbiour Raady BRAVO. 

Thr! bcoUmd3a# of tmpa rrrd raprir  o f  aqrr-t o f f  the aoast of VleOnrrP 
alhmmd in  Oprn$ibl~ 3 B D g  ma om 18 m a .  miag t h i r  oaeglex o p r a t i m  
WWJ!! rarro& both a8 $Ir, PrirprPJt Cm4irol 8hU (~~18 )  uPd the &@hibimr vehiole 
Cmobb (trV'T) latlgoh wbUa rmahisig ttnderwr;~t a t  t o  10 Imotr. One o f  
CXWVr a*$~)rrd rued.$#, m W@m4m D m & L i t i e o ~  'fcrpr (UBT), oonducted a b-h 

in ooplrualbim ui$h $hi8 oprratiorn. A o f  wm mdia perrermol mt 
a&ro w&4& b&rW -pi burikr. Oa 2it whUa aha war fmpgwl ia 
-8 eplra%im, m m  mr viri$ad by $ha V9daraaoavkq of thr avy, tha Boaor= 
abla U t m l c ~ o  rlPt BlglP, a a o m k a d  Adaim31 IiYUBD, 'TtMROY aad WUROWl. Bw- 
@rJ, wo U*@r WDllH wn Mawad brgr 8ho viai t  of Admire& l4OCWI and Major IWCIBlX, 
VWJR, grrr-6 ef  trlsr l?aw lea#ue, 

On O JWy PI) n r  n r b r s b d .  Qn Aamrloa'a I n b a ~ a a m  D.y thama troop 
weah arlaom mba ar e f  Ogmlbim BUR !ERA=, an afiort t o  f b d  aad doofsoy 
ag(lP3PT &mWa$18318 %a! DBSE. Oaaa a#&h 0- aoaumad abmUaaema unbarway 
Uuaoh rCpd W8 du$iar. DImWtie8 waxw aaaouaCand in +ha Sdurfifiortim of' 
IOQPO O f  'bBI 0h$s8 %r Ch@ dllDIJPBibiOUl baUljp~Ctl, Z0g i l f i~  ~ l q a k 8 ~  



naval gunfire mpgort ships snd high sped  patrol c r a f t  a l l  gwticipsted in the 
operatian, OGDEN served as the primary casualty evacuation ship during the LffI 
uddermy replaaisbmnts. A l l  troops were reeabarkad by 17 July. 

-tion BIllPR CIIWO 400k place on 20 July ia the saw area where Operatima 
3MCOH STIB, Phase I had occurred in Bpril. BIBILR CHPIAT was snather in  ths series 
of tmcoeseRiL search and destroy anisrsions ~Bliducted duzbg these months. Mi- 
&ion, often made difficult  due t o  the lack of la,wlmzks, was a lesser .task in 
these now famSliar waters. 

By 26 July the troops were back on board and ready for a threeld4Ly rest  and 
recaperatian in DalQang Harbor. EacB day one section of OGDIEB's crew went ashore 
as guests of the Marines. 

Operatione were resumed when on 1 August BLT 2/3 weat ashore i a  Operation 
WKlARW KICK, 8 helibarne a s d t  15 miles north of Hm. A turnaway landing by 
the LVTDs s e m d  as a diversionary measure w h i l e  giving OGOEB's personnel experi- 
mace in predawn boat hunching and control, The s.imtlarity of this  operation to  
BQOP CW2T and the relatively lengthy plannw period helped t o  produce another 
srsooth snd mccess9hl operation, 

When O Q ~ ~  steamed into Solbic Bay an 5 August she hsd been st sea for 58 
centirruas days, The ten days available for upkeep was very short, even with the 
autsta;s8ing asaistasce of the Subic Ship Repair Facility. On 9 A u g u t  in Subic 

WMX was relieved by UBS PAUL mmm (@A 248). 10 ~ugus t  BLT 2/3 was 
debarked for the l a s t  t i n m  during th is  deployment, When the debarking was completed 
WBllH proceeded t o  Okinawa where she off-loaded aaarnrnitistr and supplies on 13 
-st 

Sksebo, J a m  was her destinaticm when the ship departed Okinawa on 16 August. 
me craw en$qakd eight days of rsat and recupdrrtPan in th is  southern Jmmnese 
city, Cansannity relatians ware kept in aDina as the shlp'rr carpenter6 constructed 
eight boekcases to  donate t o  the lacal World Misriens for Children Orphanage, On 
26 Arzgust OfBl§B sailed south for twe brief stop6 before habading for Hong gong, 
A t  8ubie Bsy Amphibious Squadron lKlJQl Mats Pad vehicle8 were braught abed and 
off the Cua Viet Riwr Captain J. L, LCWEHTROUT and his staff were mibarked for 
transit  t o  the United States. 

OGDBN' s personnel thoroughly anjoyed fau. days 18 Raag Kong i n  rpi* of the 
tense political situation which existed a t  the t h e  There were no incidents 
invslvling menbsrs of the crew, 

On 8 August OGDl1B l e f i  Bong Kong for the long t r i p  back t o  San Diego. Typhoon 
OPAL farced a three-day layover i n  Yokos.tlba, Japan. While the ship wars e~voute 
t o  Hawaii the COMPHIBRON NJXE S t a f f  conducted a park of WBB's EuuruPL Adminis- 
trative Insgectim. The staff then debarbed at Pearl Harbor t o  f ly  t o  COlW.  
m e r  the one day required for debriefing OGDBN steamd for hme. 

When the ship was berthed a t  the San Disgo Naval Station on 28 September she 
had campleted an eight-month deployaent during which aha steiuwd 38,200 milea, 
drsBped anchor 65 times, received 24 underway replenishments, ballasted 366 timeo 
aa8 nade 1,220 helicopter landbgs. 






