
HISTORY OF THE USS OGDEN (LPD-5) - 1 9 6 5  

The  USS OGDEN ( L P D - S ) ,  a m p h i b i o u s  t r a n s p o r t  d o c k ,  i s  t h e  f i f t h  
s h i p  o f  h e r  c l a s s  and  t h e  s e c o n d  s h i p  of  t h e  f l e e t  t o  b e a r  t h e  
name, S h e  i s  named f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  Ogden,  U t a h  w h i c h  commemora te s  
P e t e r  S k e n e  Ogden,  C a n a d i a n  f u r  t r a d e r  a n d  e x p b o r e r .  T h e  f i r s t  
s h i p  t o  b e a r  t h e  name o f  OGDEN was  p a t r o l  f r i g a t e  3 9 ,  c o m m i s s i o n e d  
i n  1 9 4 4  a n d  now s e r v i n g  t h e  J a p a n e s e  S e l f - D e f e n s e  F o r c e  a s  KUSU 
( P F - 2 8 1 j  . 
OGDEN w a s  b u i l t  b y  t h e  New York N a v a l  S h i p y a r d ,  B r o o k l y n ,  New Y o r k ,  
H e r  k e e l  was  l a i d  o n  4 F e b u a r y  1963.  S h e  was  l a u n c h e d  o n  2 7  J u n e  
1 9 6 4  w i t h  Mrs. L a w r e n c e  J. B u r t o n ,  w i f e  of  t h e  h o n o r a b l e  L a w r e n c e  J. 
B u r t o n ,  E o n g r e s s m a n  f r o m  U t a h ,  a c t i n g  a s  s p o n s o r .  

OGDEN w a s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  o n  19 J u n e  1965. C a p t a i n  F l o y d  M o  Symons 
t o o k  command a s  t h e  f i r s t  @ommanding Q f f i c e r  o f  OGDEN. 

On 3 0  J u n e  OGDEN s e r v e d  a s  f ' l a g s h i p  f o r  Commander E a s t e r n  S e a  
F r o n t i e r  f o r  o n e  d a y .  T h i s  may w e l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  t ime a  U.S* 
Man-0-War became  a  f l a g s h i p  s o  s o o n  a f t e r  c o m m i s s i o n i n g .  

B u i l d e r ' s  T r i a l s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  a t  s e a  f r o m  7-9 J u l y  a n d  p r o v e d  
OGDEN a  s o u n d  s h i p ,  

A D e p e n d e n t ' s  C r u i s e  w a s  h e l d  24 J u l y .  T h e  c r u i s e  was  p r i m a r i l y  
f o r  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s .  More t h a n  s i x  h u n d r e d  g u e s t s  a t t e n d e d .  
To t h e  b e s t  o f  a n y o n e ' s  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h i s  was  t h e  o n l y  c r u i s e  of  
i t ' s  k i n d  s i n c e  t h e  s h i p y a r d  h a s  s t a r t e d  b u i l d i n g  s h i p s .  

An Open House  was  h e l d  o n  4  A u g u s t  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
c h r i s t e n i n g  o f  t h e  DULUTH (LPD-6) .  

OGDEM d e p a r t e d  New York  on  2 2  S e p t e m b e r  f o r  S a n  D i e g o .  Two weeks  
, t - - -  : .  " A  d l I l p I f i ~ f  o u s  t r a ~ n l n g  w e r e L  h e l d  a t  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  f r o m  2 7  

~ e ~ t e m b e r  t h r u  8 ~ e t o b e r .  T h e  s h i p  c l e a r e d - t h e  Panama C a n a l  
o n  1 9  O c t o b e r ,  

On 29 O c t o b e r  OGDEN a r r i v e d  i n  S a n  D i e g o  t o  become t h e  7 6 t h  s h i p  
of  t h e  U,S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t  A m p h i b i o u s  F o r c e .  A f t e r  a  s h o r t  
p e r i o d  o f  u p k e e p ,  O G D E N  r e c e i v e d  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  f r o m  t h e  
F l e e t  T r a i n i n g  Group  f r o m  15 November t o  1 0  December .  

The  y e a r  e n d e d  w i t h  OGDEN l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a m p h i b i o u s  t r a i n i n g  
a n d  t h e n  t a k i n g  on  F l e e t  d u t y .  



COMMAND IIISTORY 

T CHRONOLOGY 

The year  of 1966 began with OGDEN h a v i m  only recen t ly  a r r ived  

i n  he r  home por t  of San Diego from the  East  coas t ,  where she was 

constructed,  The f i r s t  qua r t e r ly  schedule had designated t h a t  t h e r e  

was to  be a s i x  week Post Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  period a t  t h e  Long 

Beach Naval Shipyard, Long Beach, Ca l i fo rn ia ,  followed by a regular  

WESPAC deployment i n  l a t e  spring. However, t h i s  schedule was t o  

change. (Enclosure 1). 

For t h e  most p a r t ,  January was spent i n  Amphibious t ra in ing.  Before 

the  month concluded, we received an assignment t o  t ranspor t  t h e  F i r s t  

Field A r t i l l e r y  Group, which consis ted  of Headquarters Battery,  F i r s t  

155 Gun Battery and the  Third 8 inch Howitzer Battery,  t o  South 

Vietnam. 

On 8 February, OGDEN, operat ing independently, departed San Diego, 

loaded t o  her  gunwales with 494 troops,  212 veh ic les  and w e r  3112 shor t  

tons  o f  cargo. Following two days of b r i e f i n g s  and l i b e r t y  a t  Pea r l  

Harbor, Hawaii, during which time General Victor  Krulak, Commanding 

General F l e e t  Marine Force, P a c i f i c  came aboard, we mixed  f o r  South 

Vietnamo W e  s i t e d  i9;hu Lai, South Vietnam, fo r  the  f i r s t  time a t  

sunr ise ,  on 28 February. The major i ty  of marines were offloaded i n  Chu L a i  

and DaNang. While i n  DaNang, we backloaded a number of damaged 

veh ic le  t o  be returned t o  CONUS. The remaining marines, o f  Hta&parters 



Bat t e ry ,  were then  taken t o  Okimwa. It was i n  Okinawa t h a t  our ma i l  

f i n a l l y  reached us,  t h e  f i r s t  s i n c e  leaving  San Diego a month e a r l i e r .  

Our s t a y  i n  Okinawa was only  a few hours. Upon leaving,  we steamed 

f o r  Sasebo, Japan, f o r  a f i v e  (5) day upkeep per iod  and prospec ts  of 

our  f i r s t  l i b e r t y  port.  A f t e r  leav ing  Sasebo, more outs tanding  l i b e r t y  

was i n  prospec t  when permission was granted  t o  v i s i t  Hong Kong, B.C.C. 

Tours and t h e  purchasing of g i f t s  occupied t h e  major p a r t  of t h e  

crew's l i b e r t y  t ime both i n  Sasebo and Hong Kong. tfe l e f t  Hong Kong on 

22 March and a r r i v e d  i n  San Diego on 4 Apr i l ,  after a deb r i e f ing  a t  

P e a r l  Harbor, Hawaii. 

Our s t a y  i n  homeport was short- l ived,  Three weeks a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  

home, OGDEN rece ived  t h e  assignment t o  t r a n s p o r t  marines from t h e  Ninth 

Engineer B a t t a l i o n  t o  South Vietnamo Within t h r e e  days, 589 t roops ,  

284 v e h i c l e s ,  and a cargo o f  over  1301 s h o r t  t o n s  were loaded aboard, 

E D E N  deployed from San Diego 16 May. 

Our a r r i v a l  da t e  i n  Chu La i  was 6 June, having aga in  spent  two days 

i n  P e a r l  Harbor enroute f o r  b r i e f i n g  purposes, Of £loading was accomplished 

i n  record  time, We then  proceded t o  Subic Bay, Ph i l i pp ines ,  f o r  an over  

n i g h t  s t ay ,  and t h e n  on t o  Yokosuka, Japan, f o r  a f i v e  (5) day upkeep 

period. It was i n  Yokosuka, on 19 June, we c e l e b r a t e d  our f i r s t  birthday. 

We a r r i v e d  back i n  San Diego v i a  a P e a r l  Harbor deb r i e f ing  on 7 July. 

F o l l m i n g  a b r i e f  two weeks i n  po r t ,  and a n  a d d i t i o n a l  week of 

amphibious t r a i n i n g ,  on 5 August, Captain R. L. DISE r e l i e v e d  Capta in  

F. El. S'A'CNS a s  Comandinl: O f f i c e r  i n  a b r i e f  ceremony, which saw Rear 

Admiral M. S. MOIIROE, COEPHIBTRAUPAC and o the r  cammanding o f f i c e r s  from 



var ious  amphibious ships a s  dist inguished gues tso  (Enclosure 2), 

OGDEN underwent Post Shakedown Ava i lab i l i ty  from 11 August t o  

25 November a t  t h e  Long Beach Naval Shipyard, Long Beach, Cal i forniao  

During t h i s  period ntlmerous personnel at tended school. A considerable 

amount of work was accomplished during Post S h a k e d m  Ava i lab i l i tyo  

Unfortunately, much was l e f t  undone, Major f inished work worthy of 

mention included complete re f in i sh ing  of t h e  f l i g h t  deckand sand 

b las t ing  and preservat ion of the  hul l .  Twenty-nine of t h e  forty-four 

b a l l a s t  and J.P. tanks were completely re f in i shed  and numerous minor 

discrepancies noted a t  our Final  Acceptance T r i a l  were corrected* 

Immediately a f t e r  leaving Long Beach, we conducted amphibious 

opera t ional  exerc ises  o f f  Coronado Roads. Use of add i t iona l  landing 

c r a f t  and severa 1 a i r c r a f t  a s s i s t e d  i n  these  exercises. 

E D E N  made her claim t o  a v i a t i o n  and amphibious h i s t o r y  when, 

on 28 November, a XC-142A made severa l  landings on the  f l i g h t  deck. 

OGDEN was the smallest  sh ip  ever t o  be used by a V/STOL a i r c r a f t .  

EDEN was depemed t h e  weekend of 1 December, a t  Ba l l as t  Point ,  

San Diego, California.  She then conducted two weeks of concentrated 

re f resher  t r a in ing  concluding with a pre-deployment ORI. The remainder 

of t h e  month was spent i n  p o r t  permit t ing the  crew t o  enjoy t h e  holiday 

season with family and f r iends  p r i o r  t o  deployment. 



SECTION I1 SPECIAL TOPICS 

DEPARTM?ZNTAL REPORTS 

A. ADMINISTRATIVE 

The end of t h e  year saw OGDEN with a complement of 26 o f f i c e r s  

and 412 e n l i s t e d  personnel, (Enclosure 3). 

During t h i s  year, a major study was conducted concerning t h e  

adequacy of t h e  personnel manning level ,  Two bas ic  manning l e v e l  

s t u d i e s  were conducted i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of t h e  year, The purpeae 

of these  s tud ies  was t o  (1) inves t iga te  t h e  adequacy of t h e  manning 

l eve l  i n  conjunct ion  with opera t ions  i n  waters  contingent  t o  a r e a s  of 

h o s t i l i t y ,  and (2) incooperation with o ther  LPDtS, t o  submit p r q o s e d  

recormnendations fo r  a n  adequate allowance and complement i n  each r a t e  

and r a t i n g  fo r  new man-power author iza t ions .  When both of these  s t u d i e s  

were completed, they c a l l e d  f o r  ne t  increases  i n  the  allowance t o  meet 

e x i s t i n g  operations. A ?reposed increase  of about 55 e n l i s t e d  men and 

two (2) of f i c e a s  resul ted ,  (Enclosure 4). 

B. ENGINEERING 

The over-al l  performance of t h e  engineering p lan t  has  been out- 

stand ing. The cor rec t ion  of Final  Acceptance T r i a l  d iscrepencies  was 

accomplished during Post  S h a k e d m  A v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  Long Beach Naval 

Shipyard, Long Beach, Cal i fornia ,  commencing 11 August and completing 

on 25 November. 

Problems i n  maintenance have been r e l a t i v e l y  minor, Equipment 

c a s u a l t i e s  have been a s  follows3 



B. ENGINEERING CONTINUE 

1. The B & A crane does n o t  appear t o  b e  a r e l i a b l e  piece of 

equipment, There have been numerous f a i l u r e s  o r  in te r rup t ions  i n  

operat ions due t o  leaks and l i n e s  carrying away. The crane i s  e n t i r e l y  

too slow. The supply system does not  c a r r y  "0" r ings  o r  p a r t s  required 

f o r  r epa i r ,  The pumps a r e  so  sophis t ica ted  t h a t  sh ip ' s  force is unable 

t o  e f f e c t  repai r .  

2. The number LA se rv ice  turbo genera tor  has always been excess- 

i v e l y  noisy. I n  November, signs of babbit  began t o  appear i n  the  lube 

o i l  s t r a i n e r s ,  Inves t iga t ion  indica ted  t h a t  t h e  high pressure r o t o r  

s h a f t  bearing was broken and scorred out ,  giving a n  appearance of poss ib le  

had pouring. Af te r  replacing t h e  same bearing th ree  times, shipyard 

t echn ica l  a s s i s t ance  found t h l  bearing jornal  s h a f t  was .003'out of round 

and t h e  turbine  r o t o r  was out  of balance, 

3* Two spr ing  bearing on t h e  starboard s h a f t  were badly wipped. 

Inves t iga t ion  by t h e  shipyard revealed t h e  entf r e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  spring 

bearings on t h e  starboard sha f t  t o  be out  of alignment. 

4. The 85 pound package conveyor has repeatedly become inopera t iveo 

It appears it was no t  consturcted with s u f f i c i e n t  s t r eng th  t o  handle the  

an t i c ipa ted  load. Reinforcement of the  t r a y s  and strengthening o f  t h e  

weak a r e a s  has apparently correc ted  the  d i f f i c u l t y .  

e, SUPPLY 

Several  items of note and worthy of mention are: OGDEN'S Big 5 Mart, 

Revised General Mess Line and f i n i s h  i n  t h e  Ney Award Cornpetion. 



The Big 5 Mart was an EDEN first,, It o f f e r s  shoppers the  f u l l  

range of shipboard consumable suppl ies  and a l l  SIM r e p a i r  par ts .  A l l  

ma te r i a l  i n  the i s  binned with nomenclature, stock number, and u n i t  

p r i c e  posted on the  f ron t  of the  bins. I n  the  time Big 5 has been open, 

E D E N  has  found. a marked increase  i n  customer happiness. (Enclosure 5). 

The genera l  mess l i n e  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  constructed was considered 

unsa t i s fac to ry  by t h e  PC0 and t h e  P. Supply Off icer ,  f o r  the  feeding of 

embarked troops. Not u n t i l  Post Shakedown Avqi lab i l i ty  was CcreMped 

pka. .acceptable and i n s t a l l e d ,  This  modificat ion rmde poss ib le  two 

serving l ines ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i n e  on the  starboard bulkhead and t h e  new 

add i t iona l  l i n e  on t h e  a f t e r  g a l l e y  bulkhead, 

I n  t h e  Annual Competition f o r  t h e  Ney Award, OGDEN was runner-up 

i n  the  l a r g e  mess category. (Enclosure 6 ) o  

D. DECK 

Weapons. Reports and r e s u l t s  of a l l  gunnery exerc ises  conducted 

during t h e  yea r  a r e  a s  follows: 

1. 2 - 2 7 4  -- Local con t ro l  surface shoot, Results:Good, 

2. Z-1& -.. Basic AA low a l t i t u d e  a t t a c k  shoot. Results:Exccllento 

3. 2-2& -- Basic AA high a l t i t u d e  a t t a c k  shoot, Results: Outstanding. 

4, 2-29-G -- Anti-mine gunnery (small  arms) shoot. Results: Goodo 

5. 2-40& -- Counter b a t t e r y  and des t ruc t ive  f i r e .  Xesults: Sat i s fac tory .  

E. PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

During the  weekend of 30, 31 July,  t h e  CGDEN he ld  open house a t  

Broadway P i e r ,  San Diego, Ca l i fo rn iao  Approximately 3,500 persons v i s i t e d  

t h e  ship during t h i s  time* 



Eo PUBLIC AFFAIRS CONTINUE 

There was 100% p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  OGDENtS Combined Federal Campaign 

a s  t h e  ship  reg i s t e red  $3.40 per c a p i t a  giving. A t o t a l  of near ly  $3.000 

was contributed i n  t h e  Navy Relief  Drive and the  Combined Federal Campaign. 

P icu t res  of the carnival  held aboard ship  t o  r a i s e  money for  t h e  Navy 

Relief  Drive appear i n  the  c r u i s e  book. (Enclosure 7). 

On two separate occasions, i n  September and October, OGDEN personnel 

responded t o  reques ts  from t h e  American Red Cross by donating 109 p i n t s  

of blood. 

On 19 October, two of OGDENtS crew were commended by the  Los 

Angeles Po l i ce  f o r  t h e i r  quick ac t ion  i n  handling t r a f f i c  and aiding the  

po l i ce  a t  the  time of an  a i r c r a f t  crash i n  Los Angales. (Enclosure 8). 

I?. AVIATION 

On two separate t r a in ing  exerc i ses  i n  November and December, H-3 

and H-2 he l i cop te r s  from Squadrons HC-1, HS-8 and HS-10 from the  Naval 

Auxiliary A i r  S ta t ions  Ream Field,  Imperial Beach, Cal i fornia ,  and H-46 

he l i cop te r s  from Squadrons UMO-3, NMH-463, and MHTG-30 from Marine Air  

S ta t ion ,  E l  Toro, Cal i fornia ,  pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  a t o t a l  of 399 landings. 

An h i s t o r i c a l  av ia t ion  and amphibious f i r s t  was made on OGDEN on 

28 November when OGDEN became the  smallest  ship t o  land the  XC-142A 

experimental a i r c r a f t  on her f l i g h t  deck, The XC-142A i s  a tilt wing 

plane designed t o  take off and land v e r t i c a l l y  l i k e  a hel icopter .  It 

can a l s o  f l y  forward l i k e  a conventional a i r c r a f t .  (Enclosure 9), 

Go CHAPLAIN 

During the  year, Protes tant  Divine Worship was conducted aboard 



G. CHAPIAIN CONTINUE 

E D E N  every Sunday. A t o t a l  of 900 men at tended services,  Nine Cathol ic  

Masses were celebrated during t h i s  period, wi th  158 i n  attendance, While 

a t  sea, the Catholic Lay Leader conducted eleven se rv ices  with 435 i n  

attendance. 

Additonal r e l i g i o u s  services  conducted, primari ly a t  sea, consisted 

of a bi-weekly rosary and devotional  service. Occasional church p a r t i e s  

l e f t  t h e  ship t o  a t t e n d  a church of t h e i r  own preference, 

The majori ty of time spent, and t h e  most rewarding, was i n  counsell ing 

the  ship 's  personnel and t h e i r  dependents, The 1282 counselling interviews 

included home, h o s p i t a l  and b r i g  interviews. 

Addit iona 1 du t ies  were: suporvision of the  ship' s Library, chairman 

of t h e  Recreational Council, chairman of Correct ional  Counselling Board, 

moderator of group counsellingodfrre6tth~t:dd men, chairman of Charity 

d r i v e s  and coordinator  of ship* s s o c i a l  functions, 

H. OPPRATIONS 

An extensive review was made of t h e  connnand con t ro l  requirements of 

C I C  i n  mounting and con t ro l l ing  a simultanious water-borne and helo-born 

a s s a u l t  with embarked troops, boats, and hel icopters ,  This review took 

place i n  conjunction with t h e  LPD-4 and LPD-2 c lass .  The r e s u l t s  of these 

s t u d i e s  were applied t o  both modificat ions of e x i s t i n g  LPDts and i n  those 

under construction,  

The OGDEN hosted the i n i t i a l  W e s t  Coast F lee t  Planning Conference on 

the  Amphibious Assault ship, the  LHAo T h i s  i s  a combined he l i cop te r  and 



Ha OPERATIONS CONTINUE 

water-borne assau l t  ship which i s  being designed fo r  introduction i n t o  the  

f l e e t  i n  1975, 

The i n i t i a l  evaluation of the  XC-142 V/STOL a i r c r a f t  from a LPn 

f l i g h t  deck was made aboard the  OGDEN. This successful event indicated 

t ha t  t h i s  type plane was completely compatible with t h e  LPD type of assau l t  

ship. 

The f i r s t  large scale operation of the CH-53 (heavy marine hel icopter)  

took place of t h e  OGDEN, Th i s  event took place as OGDm provided services  

for qualifying the  f i r s t  squadron of t h i s  type t o  deploy i n  the  combat 

zone. 

I, r n I C A L  

During t h e  e n t i r e  year t he r e  was only one major injury,  a puncture 

wound, with r a d i a l  a r t e r y  involvement, which resul ted i n  f ive  days of 

hospital ization.  

One hundred and nine personnel donated blood t o  the Red Cross Blood- 

mobile i n  Long Beach, California. Two hundred others were re jected because 

they had recently been ashore i n  Vietnam. 

More than 400 o f f i ce r s  and en l i s t ed  men received t h e  3 agent stannous 

f luor ide  dental  treatment given by the  Mobile Dental Unit of t he  Naval 

Sta t ion,  San Diego. This treatment has proved t o  be e f fec t ive  i n  main- 

ta ining o r a l  heal th  and preventing incidents of o r a l  disease. 


