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Command Mission, Composition h Organization 

1 .  MISSION. The m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  L H A  i s  t o  e m b a r k ,  d e p l o y  a n d  l a n a  
e l e m e n t s  o f  a  M a r i n e  l a n a i n g  f o r ~ e  i n  a n  a s s a u l t  by h e l i c o p t e r s ,  l a n d i n g  
c r a f t ,  a m p h i b i o u s  v e h i c l e s  o r  by a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  m e t h o d s ;  t h u s  
p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  LPH, LSD, LPD a n a  LKA c l a s s e s  o f  
s h i p s .  The LHA c a n  o p e r a t e  i n d e  e n d e n t l y  o r  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  
u n i t s  c o n a u c t i n g  h e l i b o r n e  and  s 1 r f a c e  a m p h i b i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s .  Tne  TARAWA 
c l a s s  m u l t i p u r p o s e  a m p h i b i o u s  a s k a u l t  s h i p  was  d e s i g n e a  t o  m a i n t a i n  
" t a c t i c a l  i n t e g r i t y n  o r  t o  g e t  a  balances f o r c e  t o  t n e  same p o i n t  a t  t h e  
same t ime.  The USS NASSAU c a n  c r r y  a  c o m p l e t e  M a r i n e  B a t t a l i o n  L a n d i n g  
Team ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 8 0 0  men) a 1  ! ng w i t h  t h e  s u p p l i e s  a n a  e q u i p m e n t  
n e e d e d  i n  a n  a s s a u l t ,  p l u s  t h e  v e h i c l e s  t o  l a n d  them a s h o r e  e i t h e r  by 
h e l i c o p t e r  a n a / o r  by s m a l l  a m p n i b i o u s  c r a f t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  NASSAU i s  
C a p a b l e  o f  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  M a r i n e  C o r p s  AV-8B v e r t i c a l  t a k e - o f f  a n d  l a n d i n g  
j e t  f o r  c l o s e - a i r  s u p p o r t  o f  a n  a m p h i b i o u s  a s s a u l t .  

2. COMPOSITION & ORGABIZATION. Tne USS NASSAU i s  a  u n i t  o f  Commander ,  
N a v a l  S u r f a c e  F o r c e ,  A t l a n t i c ,  a n d  i s  commandea by C a p t a i n  F r a n k  M .  
D i r r e n  J r . ,  USN. The NASSAU'S i m m e d i a t e  s e n i o r s  i n  t h e  c h a i n  o f  command 
a r e  Commanaer ,  A m p h i b i o u s  S q u a d r o n  T w e l v e  and  Commander ,  A m p h i b i o u s  Group 
TWO. The NASSAU'S i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  composed  o f  t w e l v e  
d e p a r t m e n t s  w i t h  t h e i r  s u b o r a i n a k e  d i v i s i o n s  a s  l i s t e d  b e l o w :  

Admin O f f i c e  
P e r s o n n e l  O f f i c e  
C a p t a i n ' s  O f f i c e  
P u ~ l i c  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e  
C h a p l a i n ' s  O f f i c e  
3-M C o o r a i n a t o r  
L e g a l  O f f i c e  
P o s t  O f f i c e  
P r i n t  Shop  
S e c u r i t y  
S a f e t y  O f f i c e r  
C a r e e r  C o u n s e l o r  
C o m ~ a t  C a r g o  A s s i s t a n t  

AIRCRAFT INTERMEDIATE MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 

IM-1 M a i n t e n a n c e  Admin 
IM-2 A i r c r a f t  
IM-3 A v i o n i c s  
IM-4 S u p p o r t  E q u i p m e n t  

V-1 F l i g n t  D e c r / C r a s h  h S a l v a g e 1  
V-3 H a n g a r  Deck 
V-4 A v i a t i o n  F u e l s  
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COMBAT SYSTEMS DEPARTMENT 

C A  O r d n a n c e  
C D  D a t a  S y s t e m s  M a i n t e n a n c e  
C E  E l e c t r o n i c s  
CF F i r e  C o n t r o l  
C O  G u n n e r y  
CW E l e c t r o n i c  W a r f a r e  

COHMUEICATIONS DEPARTMENT 

C R  R a d i o  
CS S i g n a l s  
NLFS N u c l e u s  L a n a i n g  F o r c e  S t a f f  ( M a r i n e s )  

DECK DEPARTMENT 

F i r s t  D i v i s i o n  
S e c o n d  D i v i s i o n  
T h i r d  D i v i s i o n  

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

A A u x i l i a r i e s  
AS A s s a u l t  
E  E l e c t r i c a l  
MP-1 Main P r o p u l s i o n  I 
MP-2 Main P r o p u l s i o n  I1 
R R e p a i r  

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 
H H o s p i t a l  

DENTAL DEPARTMENT 

EAVIGATION DEPARTMEET 

OPERATIONS DEPARTMEET 

O A  A e r o g r a p  hy 
OC H e l i c o p t e r  D i r e c t i o n  C e n t e r  
0 1  Combat I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r  
OP P h o t o g r a p h y  
O Z  I n t e l l i g e n c e  

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT 
S-1 S t o r e s  
S-2  Fooa  S e r v i c e s  
S - 3  S a l e s  a n d  S e r v i c e s  
S-4 D i s b u r s i n g  
S-5 Wardroom 
S-6 A v i a t i o n  S u p p l y  
S-7 D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  
S-8  S t o c k  C o n t r o l  



(LHA 4 )  
NARRATIVE 

USS NASSAU (LHA 4 )  i s  t h e  f b u r t h  o f  t h e  N a v y ' s  G e n e r a l  P u r p o s e  
A s s a u l t  S h i p s .  L i k e  n e r  s i s t e r  b h i p s ,  NASSAU f u s e s  c o m p l e x  w e a p o n s  
s y s t e m s ,  a u t o m a t e d  c a r g o  h a n d l i n b  a n d  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  p r o p u l s i o n  i n t o  
a  n u g e  - h u l l ,  f o r m i n g  a  s h i p  w i t h  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  m i s s i o n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
i n c l u d i n g  a m p h i b i o u s  w a r f a r e ,  a n t i - s u r f a c e  w a r f a r e ,  a n t i - a i r  w a r f a r e  
a n d  power  p r o j e c t i o n  s h o r e  u t i l i z i n g  h e l i c o p t e r s  and  VSTOL a i r c r a f t .  
NASSAU was  c o m m i s s i o n e d  i n  P a s c a g o u l a ,  M i s s i s s i p i ,  on J u l y  2 8 ,  1 9 7 9 .  

I n  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 9 ,  NASSAU d e p l o y e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  U.S. N a v a l  B a s e  
a t  G u a n t a n a m o  B a y ,  C u b a ,  a n d  e a r n e d  t h e  Navy M e r i t o r i o u s  U n i t  
Commenda t ion  j u s t  7 0  a a y s  a f t e r  c o m m i s s i o n i n g .  

I n  A p r i l  1 9 8 1 ,  NASSAU d e p a r t e a  f o r  a  s h o r t - n o t i c e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  
d e p l o y m e n t  and  was  u n d e r w a y  f o r  68  c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s ,  s t a n d i n g  r e a d y  t o  
e f f e c t  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  o f  U.S. c i t i z e n s  f rom L e b a n o n .  I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 2 ,  
NASSAU d e p l o y e d  t o  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a / I n d i a n  Ocean  and  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  f o u r  a m p h i b i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s .  R e t u r n i n g  t o  N o r f o l k  i n  J u n e ,  NASSAU 
d e p a r t e a  i n  A u g u s t  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  NATO e x e r c i s e s  B O L D  G U A R D  a n d  
NORTHERN WEDDING i n  N o r t h e r n  E u r o p e .  

I n  1 9 8 3  NASSAU p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  a m p h i b i o u s  e x e r c i s e  
SOLID SHIELD. M a r i n e  C o r p s  OV-10 " B r o n c o n  a i r c r a f t  l a n d e d  - f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  time - o n  t n e  f l i g h t  d e c k  o f  a  S h i p  f r o m  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  I n  
A u g u s t  NASSAU e m b a r k e d  180 v e h i c l e s ,  36 h e l i c o p t e r s  a n d  o v e r  1 , 0 0 0  Army 
p e r s o n n e l  f o r  t r a n s p o r t  t o  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a  f o r  e x e r c i s e  "AHUAS T A R A  11" 
( t h e  " B i g  P i n e w ) .  The t r a n s i t  marked  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h e  s n i p  h a d  
t r a n s p o r t e d  Army u n i t s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  e x e r c i s e s .  

I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 4 ,  NASSAU d e p  o y e d  t o  N o r t h e r n  E u r o p e  f o r  TEAMWORK 
' 8 4  b e f o r e  s t e a m i n g  t o  t h e  Mea f  r d u t i e s  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  L e b a n o n .  

s n i p  r e p a i r  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  

f 
NASSAU r e t u r n e d  t o  N o r f o l k  i n  A u g u s t  1984  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 8 5 ,  NASS U s e r v e d  a s  f l a g s h i p  f o r  a  n i n e - s h i p  
Navy t a s k  f o r c e  i n  e x e r c i s e  U N I V  RSAL TREK, h i g h l i g h t e d  by a n  
a m p h i b i o u s  l a n d i n g  n e a r  P u e r t o  C s t i l l o ,  H o n d u r a s .  NASSAU p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  h e r  s e c o n d  SOLID SHIELD a m p h i  i o u s  e x e r c i s e  t h a t  same y e a r .  NASSAU 
c l o s e a  a  b u s y  y e a r  w i t h  p a r t i c i p  t i o n  i n  N A T O  e x e r c i s e  OCEAN SAFARI ' 8 5  
i n  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c .  

I n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 6 ,  NASSAU e n t e r e d  t h e  N o r f o l ~  Naval S h i p y a r d  
i n  P o r t s m o u t h ,  Va . ,  w h e r e  s h e  b e  a n  a  10-month  c o m p l e x  o v e r h a u l .  
D u r i n g  s p r i n g  and  summer ,  t h e  and  c r e w  b e g a n  a n  i n t e n s i v e  s e r i e s  
o f  p o s t  o v e r h a u l  r e p a i r  a v a i l a b i  b i  t i e s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
f l i g h t  d e c k  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  AV-8B " H a r r i e r "  VSTOL j e t  a i r c r a f t .  
NASSAU t h e n  f i n i s h e d  R e f r e s h e r  T b a i n i n g  a t  Guan tanamo  B a y ,  C u b a ,  t h r e e  
a a y s  a n e a a  o f  s c n e d u l e .  S h e  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  w o r k - u p s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
d e p l o y m e n t  a s  l e a d  s h i p  o f  M A R G  12-87. 
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F i r s t  up on w h a t  was  t o  b e  a n  e v e n t - p a c k e a  s c h e a u l e  was  a n  
a m p h i b i o u s  a s s a u l t  a t  S i e r r a  d e  R e t i n ,  S p a i n ,  w h e r e  t h e  men o f  t h e  2 6 t n  
M a r i n e  E x p e a i t i o n a r y  U n i t  and  B t t a l i o n  L a n d i n g  Team 2 / 8  w e r e  a e l i v e r e a  
a s h o r e  i n  a  s m o o t h l y  p r o f e s s i o n  1 e v o l u t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h i s  e x e r c i s e ,  
s a i l o r s  f r o m  a l l  t h r e e  s h i p s  we e  i n v i t e d  a s h o r e  t o  g e t  a n  u p - c l o s e  
l o o k  a t  M a r i n e  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h  b e a c h e a d ,  f o l l o w e d  by a  c o o k - o u t  on  
t h e  o e a c n .  

i 
The s h i p s  o f  M A R G  2-89  t h e n  s t e a m e a  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t r a i t s  o f  

G i b r a l t a r  a n d  e n t e r e d  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a .  N e x t ,  i t  was on t o  a  p o r t  
c a l l  a t  Monte C a r l o ,  Monaco ,  w h e r e  t h e  s a i l o r s  a n d  M a r i n e s  o f  N a s s a u  
e n j o y e d  s i x  d a y s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  " b f  t h e  r i c h  a n d  f a m o u s . "  

F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  a l l - t o o - b r i b f  s t a y  on t h e  F r e n c h  R i v i e r a ,  NASSAU 
t h e n  t r a n s i t e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  S i x t h  F l e e t  r e s p o n s i ~ i l i t y  a r e a  a s  
s h e  s t e a m e d  t o  t h e  p o r t  c i t y  o f  H a i f a ,  I s r a e l ,  f o r  a  s h i p y a r d  r e p a i r  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  a  2 1 - a a y  p o r t  s t a y .  Whi le  i n  I s r a e l ,  c r ewmember s  w e r e  

. a b l e  t o  e x p l o r e  a  c o u n t r y  w h i c n  e n c o m p a s s e s  b o t h  t n e  v e r y  a n c i e n t  and  
v e r y  m o d e r n ,  t a k i n g  o r g a n i z e a  t b u r s  t o  s u c h  b i b l i c a l  w o n a e r s  a s  
J e r u s a l e m ,  M a s s a a a  a n d  more w h i b e  a l s o  e n j o y i n g  some o f  t h e  c o m f o r t s  
o f f e r e a  by t h e  mode rn  c i t y  o f  H b i f a .  

C r e w m e m b e r s  and  e m b a r k e d  M a r i n e s  a l s o  e x t e n a e a  t h e  h a n a  o f  
f r i e n d s h i p  a s  v o l u n t e e r s  p a i n t e d  o r p n a n a g e s  a n d  homes f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  
o r  m i n g l e a  w i t h  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  a t  b e a c n  p a r t i e s  o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  l o c a l  
USO. 

W i t h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  s h i p y a r d  r e p a i r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  p o r t  v i s i t  
b e n i n a  t h e m ,  NASSAU d e p a r t e d  Hal i fa  on J u l y  3 0 t h ,  o n l y  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  
I s r a e l i  a b d u c t i o n  o f  S h e i k  ~ b a u k  Obe id  f r o m  L e b a n o n ,  w h i c h  would  p r o v e  
a  c a t a l y s t  f o r  N a s s a u  a n a  i t s  cFew. E l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  U.S. S i x t h  F l e e t  
b e g a n  t o  g a t h e r  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  h e a i t e r r a n e a n .  

F o r  t h e  n e x t  35 d a y s ,  NASSAU a n a  m o s t  o f  t h e  U.S. S i x t h  F l e e t  
s t o o a  r e a a y  f o r  a l m o s t  a n y  c o n t i n g e n c y .  E a r l y  o n ,  NASSAU became a  
f o c a l  p o i n t  a s  V i c e  A d m i r a l  J a m e s  D .  W i l l i a m s ,  Commander U.S. S i x t h  
F l e e t ,  f r e q u e n t l y  c h o s e  t h e  a m p p i b i o u s  a s s a u l t  s h i p  a s  a  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  
f o r  a l l  h i s  a f l o a t  commande r s  i h  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r c e .  

NASSAU was  a l s o  a  clearinghouse f o r  p a s s e n g e r s ,  m a i l  a n a  c a r g o  
t r a n s i t i n g  t o  o r  f r o m  s n i p s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  M e a i t e r r a n e a n ,  a t  t i m e s  
t r i p l i n g  h e r  n o r m a l  w o r k l o a d  i n  t h i s  v i t a l  s u p p o r t  r o l e .  

A s  t e n s i o n s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  p a s t  g r a d u a l l y  r e s u m e d  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  
s t a t u s  q u o ,  NASSAU t o o k  t h e  o p p ~ o r t u n i t y  t o  make a  b r i e f  s e v e n - d a y  
p o r t c a l l  a t  N a p l e s ,  I t a l y ,  f o r  some w e l l - d e s e r v e d  r e s t  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n .  
O r g a n i z e a  t o u r s  w e r e  o f f e r e a  t o  Rome ( w h e r e  2 0 0  u n i f o r m e d  s a i l o r s  a n a  
M a r i n e s  e n j o y e a  a  P a p a l  a u d i e n c e ) ,  P o m p e i i ,  V e s u v i u s  a n d  o t h e r  I t a l i a n  
s i g h t s .  NASSAU was  e v e n  h o s t  s h i p  a s  A d m i r a l  J . T .  Howe, Commanaer i n  
C h i e f ,  U.S. N a v a l  F o r c e s  E u r o p e ,  o f f i c i a t e d  o v e r  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  " s u n s e t  
p a r a d e "  c e r e m o n y  c o n a u c t e a  by NASSAU s a i l o r s  a n d  M a r i n e s  f o r  o v e r  80  
NATO d i g n i t a r i e s  w h i l e  t h e  s h i p  was moored  t o  two b u o y s  a t  t h e  o u t e r  
h a r b o r  N a p l e s  s e a w a l l .  



On 29  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 7 ,  NASSAU a e p a r t e a  N o r f o l k  a s  f l a g s h i p  o f  MARG 
4-87 .  I n  t h e  e n s u i n g  s i x  m o n t h s  NASSAU p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  f i v e  
a m p h i b i o u s  a s s a u l t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  e j e r c i s e  AFRICAN E A G L E  w i t h  U.S. A i r  
F o r c e  a n d  R o y a l  Moroccan  F o r c e s .  

NASSAU crewmembers a l s o  p a r d . i c i p a t e a  i n  n u m e r o u s  g o o d w i l l  p r o j e c t s  
n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e p a i n t i n g  o f  n u r s i n g  homes i n  I s r a e l  a n d  F r a n c e ,  
e p l a n t i n g  7 , 0 0 0  t r e e s  on a  f i r e - r a v a g e d  n i l l s i d e  i n  F r a n c e ,  Dlooa  

d o n a t i o n s  i n  S p a i n  a n d  h o s t i n g  o t p h a n  v i s i t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  NASSAU crewmemDe$s a p p e a r e a  twice  on t n e  N B C  "Today 
Showw f e a t u r i n g  t h e i r  g o o d w i l l  e f f o r t s .  NASSAU r e t u r n e d  t o  h o m e p o r t  
a t e r  t h i s  h i g h l y - s u c c e s s f u l  d e p l o y m e n t  on March 2 9 ,  1 9 8 8 .  

NASSAU p a s s e d  a  v i g o r o u s  I N $ U R V  i n  J u n e  a n d  t h e n  p r e p a r e d  t o  
d e p l o y  f o r  T E A M W O R K  ' 8 8 .  I n  A U ~ ~ S ~ ,  NASSAU a e p a r t e a  f o r  t h e  N o r t n  
A t l a n t i c ,  a c t i n g  a s  f l a g s n i p  f o r  Commander ,  A m p h i b i o u s  S t r i k e  
F o r c e / C o m m a n a e r ,  A m p h i b i o u s  Group TWO a n d  Commander,  M a r i n e  S t r i k i n g  
F o r c e  A t l a n t i c / 4 t n  M a r i n e  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  B r i g a d e .  

A f t e r  t h e  g r o u n d i n g  o f  a  t a d k  l a n d i n g  s h i p  on S e p t e m b e r  1 3 ,  NASSAU ' 

o n l o a d e d  t h e  men a n d  e q u i p m e n t  o e  t h e  s t r i c k e n  s h i p  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
a  n i g n l y - s u c c e s s f u l  a m p n i b i o u s  l g n a i n g  i n  N o r t h e r n  Norway on t h e  15 t n .  
A f t e r  a  w e l l - d e s e r v e d  p o r t  v i s i t  i n  Hamburg ,  Wes t  Ge rmany ,  w h e r e  NASSAU 
was  v i s i t e d  by more t h a n  8 , 0 0 0  German c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  s h i p  and  c r e w  
r e t u r n e d  t o  h o m e p o r t .  

I n  e a r l y  November ,  NASSAU a g a i n  d e p a r t e a  N o r f o l k  e n r o u t e  t o  
K i n g s t o n ,  J a m a i c a ,  w i t h  81  , 0 0 0  l b s  o f  r e l i e f  s u p p l i e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  
t r a n s i t ,  NASSAU r e s c u e a  1 7 2  H a i t $ a n  n a t i o n a l s  f r o m  a n  u n s e a w o r t h y  c r a f t  
a n d  h a n d e d  them o v e r  t o  t h e  C o a s t  Gua rd  f o r  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t .  

I n p o r t  K i n g s t o n ,  NASSAU cre+members a n a  e m b a r k e d  M a r i n e s  a n d  
S e a t l e e s  a s s i s t e d  i n  r e - r o o f i n g  t h r e e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o n s  o f  a i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  s u p p l i e s .  The  J a m a i c a n s  w e r e  s t i l l  r e e l i n g  
f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  H u r r i c a n e  G i p b e r t ,  w n i c h  had  p a s s e d  o v e r  t h e  i s l a n d  
two m o n t h s  e a r l i e r .  NASSAU r e t u p n e a  t o  N o r f o l k  on  November 1 9 ,  1988 .  

On J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  C a p t a i n  F r a n k  M .  " S k i p w  D i r r e n  J r . ,  USN, 
became NASSAU1s s e v e n t h  Commandi$g O f f i c e r .  

The c o m i n g  m o n t h s  D r o u g h t  t e e  e m b a r k a t i o n  o f  C a p t a i n  M o r r i s  B .  
Kemple J r . ,  Commander A m p h i b i o u s  S q u a d r o n  EIGHT, a n d  w o r k u p s  f o r  a  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  d e p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  C a p e s  (VACAPES) a n d  C n e r r y  
P o i n t  ( N . C . )  o p e r a t i n g  a r e a s  (CPOA). 

A s  f l a g s h i p  o f  M a r i n e  A m p h i p i o u s  Ready Group 2 - 8 9 ,  NASSAU d e p a r t e a  
N o r f o l k  on May 3 0 ,  1989  a n d ,  i n  company w i t h  t h e  a m p n i b i o u s  t r a n s p o r t  
d o c k  USS S n r e v e p o r t  and  t a n k  l a n d i n g  s n i p  USS B a r n s t a b l e  C o u n t y ,  
a r r i v e d  a t  N a v a l  B a s e  R o t a ,  s p a i E  , on J u n e  12 f o r  t u r n o v e r  a n d  t h r e e  
d a y s  l a t e r  " a s s u m e d  t h e  w a t c h n  f  r t h e  a m p h i b i o u s  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  U.S. 
S i x t h  F l e e t .  



R e f r e s h e a ,  NASSAU'S crew, s a f f  a n a  e m b a r k e d  M a r i n e s  p u t  t o  s e a  
a g a i n ,  t h i s  t ime i n  s u p p o r t  o f  i s p l a y  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  ' 8 9 , "  o n e  o f  t h e  
S i x t h  F l e e t ' s  mos t  c o m p l e x  a n a  p  e s t i g i o u s  e x e r c i s e s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  

b e s t  s h i p  o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e .  

E 
e x e r c i s e ,  NASSAU was s e l e c t e a  by t h e  C a r r i e r  T a s k  F o r c e  Commanaer a s  

A f t e r  c o n a u c t i n g  a m p h i b i o u s  t r a i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t n e  c o u n t r y  o f  
T u r k e y  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  a i s a s t r o d s  B r i t i s h  World War I a m p h i b i o u s  
o p e r a t i o n  a t  G a l l i p o l i ,  NASSAU h d a d e a  west a n a  o u t  o f  t h e  M e a i t e r r a n e a n  
S e a .  S h e  a r r i v e d  a t  L i s b o n ,  P o r q u g a l ,  f o r  a  b r i e f  r e p a i r  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  
t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  Martine a n a  N a v a l  e x e r c i s e  " G a l e r a  ' 8 9 . "  

W h i l e  i n  L i s b o n ,  s a i l o r s  ancj M a r i n e s  e n j o y e d  o n e  l a s t  loom a r o u n d  
s o u t h e r n  E u r o p e  a s  t h e  c l o c k  r a n  a o w n  on t h e i r  M e a i t e r r a n e a n  
d e p l o y m e n t .  A f t e r  e m b a r k i n g  P o r  u g u e s e  n F u z i l e i r o s n  a n d  l a n d i n g  them ri by h e l i c o p t e r  a s h o r e  i n  " G a l e r a ,  NASSAU h e a d e a  f o r  N a v a l  B a s e  R o t a  
o n c e  more f o r  a  t h r e e - d a y  s t a y  a q d ,  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t u r n o v e r  w i t h  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  a s s a u l t  s h i p  USS Iwo d ima  a n a  t h e  s h i p s  o f  M a r i n e  A m p h i b i o u s  
R e a d i n e s s  Group  1 - 9 0 .  

The f i n a l  h u r a l e  o f  t h e  d e p y o y m e n t  came a s  NASSAU s u c c e s s f u l l y  
c o m p l e t e a  a n  O p e r a t i o n a l  P r o p u l s 4 o n  P l a n t  E x a m i n a t i o n  d u r i n g  h e r  
t r a n s i t  a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Oceaq .  NASSAU r e t u r n e a  f r o m  h e r  
M e a i t e r r a n e a n  a e p l o y m e n t  on N o v e q b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 8 9 .  

A f t e r  a  w e l l - a e s e r v e a  l e a v e  +a u p k e e p  p e r i o d  d u r i n g  wh ich  
c r e w m e m b e r s  r e - a q u a i n t e a  t h e m s e l d e s  w i t h  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  d u r i n g  
t h e  1 9 8 9  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n ,  N a s s a u  d a s  n o t i f i e a  i t  h a a  o e e n  s e l e c t e a  by 
Commanaer ,  S u r f a c e  F o r c e  A t l a n t i  , a s  t h e  t o p  LHA/LPH f o r  t h e  ~ a t t l e  
e f f i c i e n c y  c o m p e t i t i v e  c y c l e  e n a  9 ' n g  i n  S e p  t e m o e r  1 9 8 9 ,  e a r n i n g  t n e  s h i p  
i t s  s e c o n d  B a t t l e  "En i n  i t s  t e n  y e a r s  o f  c o m m i s s i o n e d  s e r v i c e .  



The f o l l o w i n g  is a s t a t i s t i c a l  summary o f  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  v a r i o u s  
d e p a r t m e n t s  aboard  USS NASSAU (LHA 4)  d u r i n g  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1989. 

Number of d a y s  a t  sea for CY 89 209 

SUPPLY DEPARTMEN!l! 

T o t a l  number o f  consumables  and re a i r  p a r t s  s t o c k e d  P 38,934 T o t a l  v a l u e  $39 ,423 ,675  
T o t a l  r e c e i p t s  27,158 
V a l u e  o f  r e c e i p t s  $21,304,115.52 
T o t a l  i s s u e s  16 ,265  
G a l l o n s  o f  J P 5  r e c e i v e d  1 ,448 ,903  g a l  
G a l l o n s  o f  DFM 76 r e c e i v e d  6,288,676 g a l  
T o t a l  s p e n t  f o r  p a r t s  & s e r v i c e s  $6,477,516.26 

S a l e s  i n  S h i p ' s  S t o r e  
Cans o f  s o d a  s o l d  
Candy b a r s  s o l d  
Number o f  h a i r c u t s  g i v e n  
Pounds o f  l a u n d r y  washed 

Meals s e r v e d  
Food consumed ( d o l l a r  v a l u e )  
Bread  f l o u r  u s e d  
Suga r  
Milk 
Eggs  used  

Funds  d i s b u r s e d  by D i s b u r s i n g  
Funds  c o l l e c t e d  by D i s b u r s i n g  
Funds  d e p o s i t e d  by D i s b u r s i n g  
Bad c h e c k s  r e t u r n e d  to D i s b u r s i n g  

Number o f  ADP j o b s  run  
Number o f  ADP p r o d u c t i o n  h o u r s  
C o s t  o f  p a p e r  u sed  

$1 ,919 ,045  
687,500 c a n s  
214,285 b a r s  

26,000 
804,200 I b s  

247,275 
$1,031,138 

40,420 l b s  
21,620 l b s  
30,264 g a l  
27,562 dz 

LEGAL STATISTICS 

Powers  o f  A t t o r n e y ,  i n c l u d i n g  geneIra1 and s p e c i a l  - - 139 
Admin d i s c h a r g e s  p r o c e s s e d  2 6 

POSTAL STATISTICS 

P o s t a g e  s o l d  $55,802.00 
Money o r d e r s  s o l d  - 10,120 - $1,183,043.00 
Money o r d e r s  c a s h e d  - 499 - $55,430 . O O  
Amount o f  mail r e c e i v e d ,  d i s p a t c h  d or t r a n s f e r r e d  d *270,284 l b s  
(* 128,000 l b s  o f  m a i l  a l o n e  was a n d l e d  w h i l e  Nassau was o f f  ~ e i r u t )  

ENCL ( 3 )  




