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Command Mission, Composition & Organization 

1. MISSION. The mission of the LHA is to embark, deploy and 
land elements of a Marine lan ing force in an assault by 
helicopters, landing craft, a 8 phibious vehicles or by a 
combination of these methods;thus possessing the capabilities 
of the LPH, LSD, LPD and LKA $lasses of ships. The LHA can 
operate independently or in c4njunction with other units 
conducting heliborne and surf ce amphibious operations. The 
TARAWA class multipurpose amp ibious assault ship was designed 4 
to maintain "tactical integrityw or to get a balanced force to 
the same point at the same time. The USS NASSAU can carry a 
complete Marine Battalion Landing Team (approximately 1800 men) 
along with the supplies and equipment needed in an assault, plus 
the vehicles to land them ashore either by helicopter and/or by 
small amphibious craft. Furthermore, NASSAU is capable of 
operating the Marine Corps AV-8B vertical take-off and landing 
jet for close-air support of gn amphibious assault. 

2. COMPOSITION & ORGANIZATIO . The USS NASSAU is a unit of 
Commander, Naval Surface Forc 5 , Atlantic, and is commanded by 
Captain Robert P. Lucas, USN. The NASSAU'S immediate seniors in 
the chain of command are Commqnder, Amphibious Squadron Twelve 
and Commander, Amphibious Gro p TWO. The NASSAU'S internal 
organization is composed of t ! elve departments with their 
subordinate divisions as list$d below: 

Admin Office 
Personnel Office 
Captain's Office 
Public Affairs Office 
Chaplain's Office 
3-M Coordinator 
Legal Office 
Post Office 
Print Shop 
Security 
Safety Officer 
Career Counselor 
Combat Cargo Assistant 

AIRCRAFT INTERMEDIATE MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 

IM-1 Maintenance Admin 
IM-2 Aircraft 
IM-3 Avionics 
IM-4 Support Equipment 

AIR DEPARTMENT 

V-I Flight Deck/Crash & Salv9ge 
V-3 Hangar Deck 
V-4 Aviation Fuels 
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COMBAT SYSTEMS DEPARTMENT 

C A  O r d n a n c e  
C D  D a t a  S y s t e m s  M a i n t e n a n c e  
C E  E l e c t r o n i c s  
CF F i r e  C o n t r o l  
C I  Combat  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r  
C O  G u n n e r y  
CW E l e c t r o n i c  W a r f a r e  

COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 

C R  R a d i o  
CS S i g n a l s  
NLFS N u c l e u s  L a n d i n g  F o r c e  ~ 4 a f f  ( M a r i n e s )  

DECK DEPARTMENT 

F i r s t  D i v i s i o n  
S e c o n d  D i v i s i o n  
T h i r d  D i v i s i o n  

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

A A u x i l i a r i e s  
AS A s s a u l t  
E E l e c t r i c a l  
MP-1 Main  P r o p u l s i o n  I 
MP-2 Main P r o p u l s i o n  I1 
R R e p a i r  

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 
H H o s p i t a l  

DENTAL DEPARTMENT 

NAVIGATION DEPARTMENT 

OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 

O A  A e r o g r a p h y  
O C  H e l i c o p t e r  D i r e c t i o n  ~ e n t d r  
OP P h o t o g r a p h y  
O Z  I n t e l l i g e n c e  

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT 
S-1 S t o r e s  
S-2 Food S e r v i c e s  
S-3 S a l e s  a n d  S e r v i c e s  
S-4 D i s b u r s i n g  
S-5  Wardroom 
S-6 A v i a t i o n  S u p p l y  
S-7 D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  
S-8 S t o c k  C o n t r o l  



USS W S A U  (LEA 4) COMAHD HISTORY FOR CALENDAR YEAR (CY) 1988 

USS NASSAU (LHA 4)  began 1988 f i n ' s h i n g  up a Christmas ho l iday  p o r t  v i s i t  a t  
Palma de Majorca, Spain,  and was under j ay f o r  Hai fa ,  I s r a e l ,  e a r l y  on the  morning 
of January 4th.  The d e t a i l s  of t r a i n i n g  conducted dur ing  t h e  t r a n s i t  t o  Haifa  is 
covered i n  d e t a i l  i n  appendix A o f  encqosure ( 4 )  (OPREP FIVE DTG 1120432 J A N  88 ) .  
NASSAU a r r i v e d  a t  Haifa on t h e  morning of 09 January and commenced an 18-day p o r t  
v i s i t  and r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  H i  h l i g h t s  of  t he  p o r t  s t a y  included t o u r s  
of fe red  through t h e  s h i p ' s  Chaplain 's  f f ice t o  a lmost  every corner  o f  t h e  t i n y  ! 
country whi le ,  a t  t h e  same t ime,  coo rd ina t ing  t h e  donat ion of thousands of  pounds 
of P r o j e c t  Handclasp m a t e r i a l s  t o  a l o c a l  home f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y  and doing r e p a i r  
work on t h r e e  l o c a l  orphanages. I 

NASSAU was a l s o  v i s i t e d  by a v i r t d a l  s t ream of  l o c a l  VIPs and d i g n i t a r i e s .  
Among t h e  l o c a l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  and bus iness  l e a d e r s ,  NASSAU was a l s o  v i s i t e d  by 
t h e  Hon. Thomas P i cke r ing ,  U.S. Ambassgdor t o  I s r a e l ,  who was accompanied by h i s  
defense and naval  a t t a c h e s .  The s h i p  +so hosted a very s u c c e s s f u l  "open housen 
f o r  t h e  workers a t  t h e  sh ipyards  and t e i r  f a m i l i e s .  I n  t h e  t h r e e  days she  was 
open f o r  v i s i t i n g ,  NASSAU hosted more han 8,000 I s r a e l i  v i s i t o r s .  

Other t r e a t s  f o r  t h e  crew f e a t u r e  1 a DOD/USO show "Dorothy Doer and 
Doubletalk,"  a l i v e l y  rock band from S a l t  Lake Ci ty  which performed i n  t h e  s h i p ' s  
hangar bay. Another hangar bay show f a t u r e d  t h e  l o c a l  t ou r ing  t roupe "Kiryat 
Motzkin," which f ea tu red  dancers  aged f 8-25 who dazzled t h e  crew wi th  f o l k  dancing 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  d i v e r s e  background o f  I s r a e l .  The dances performed were 
i n d i c a t i v e  o f  those  seen  throughout Ea t e r n  Europe, North Afr ica  and o t h e r  reg ions .  

NASSAU c losed  ou t  t h e  month o f  Jaquary a s  she  s e t  s a i l  27 January f o r  
M a r s e i l l e s ,  France. 

Immediately upon her  a r r i v a l  i n  Mqrseilles, NASSAU was aga in  t h r u s t  i n t o  t h e  
l i m e l i g h t  o f  n a t i o n a l  media a t t e n t i o n  a s  a r eques t  was gran ted  t o  f i l m  a reunion o f  
NASSAU crewmember DP3 Danny Brennenstuhl and an orphan boy who were p r o f i l e d  i n  a 
Thanksgiving, 1987, "Todayw show. Ap endixes  B (USS NASSAU 0416302 FEB 881, C 
(TAG LINCOLN NE 2615002 FEB 88 "PERSON L FORn) and D (USS NASSAU 2613352 FEB 88) o f  
enc losure  ( 4 )  d e t a i l  t h e  v i s i t  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  media a t t e n t i o n .  

Again, NASSAU was t h e  cen t e rp i ece  f o r  VIP v i s i t s  and group tou r ing .  VIPs 
included MGen.(Sel) M.P. S u l l i v a n ,  USMC, Commanding General,  2nd Marine A i r  Wing on 
22 Feb., and Captain O l i v e i r a  Monteiro Portuguese Navy, Commander (Portuguese)  
Marine Corps on 29 Feb. Group t o u r s  i cluded t h e  Marse i l l e s  Po l i ce  department and 
F i r e  Brigade and t h e  Marse i l l e s  Genera ! Council .  

The month of  February a l s o  he ld  extreme h ighs  and lows. The r e g r e t t a b l e  l o s s  
o f  an embarked Marine i n  a t r a i n i n g  acb ident  marked a d i s t i n c t  ebb i n  t h e  u sua l ly  
e n e r g e t i c  NASSAU crew. But a high po i  t was a l s o  achieved with t h e  v i s i t  of  
Archbishop J u s t i n  A. R i g a l i ,  Papal M i l ' t a r y  Representa t ive  and Di rec to r  of  t he  

MARG . 
I Vatican Academy f o r  Diplomatics,  who v i s i t e d  NASSAU on 14 February t o  conduct t h e  

Sacrament o f  Confirmation f o r  12 Navy and Marine Corps personnel  ass igned t o  t h e  

From t h e  22nd t o  t h e  26th o f  Febrbary,  NASSAU t r a n s i t e d  from Marse i l l e s  t o  
Lisbon, Por tuga l .  The t r a i n i n g  conducted dur ing  t h i s  b r i e f  t r a n s i t  is descr ibed  i n  
d e t a i l  i n  appendix E o f  enc losure  (4 )  (CTF SIX ONE 1909102 FEB 88) .  On t h e  morning 
o f  27 February, NASSAU a r r i v e d  a t  Lisbpn, Po r tuga l ,  t o  conduct a seven-day l i b e r t y  
p o r t  v i s i t .  

On t h e  morning o f  6 March, Portug ese vFuz i l e rosn  (Marines) were embarked and P NASSAU g o t  underway t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  e x e r c i s e  "GALERA '88," an annual  NATO 
e x e r c i s e  a t  Medonheira, Por tuga l .  A VIP v i s i t o r  onboard a t  t h e  time was LtGen 
Cook, USMC, FMFLANT. 
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Upon completion o f  GALERA, NASSAU disembarked her  "Fuz i l e i ro sw  and weighed 
anchor f o r  Rota, Spa in ,  f o r  a five-day washdown/turnover and embarked an 
Opera t iona l  Propuls ion P l an t  Examinati n (OPPE) Team f o r  t h e  t r a n s i t  back ac ros s  
t h e  A t l a n t i c .  On 17 March, S t .  P a t r i c  4 's Day, USS NASSAU g o t  underway from Rota, 
"outchoppedn and headed home. On 17 q r c h ,  NASSAU made l a n d f a l l  a t  Morehead C i t y ,  
N.C.,  and began disembarking h e r  Marin+. The next  day, busloads of  "Tiger Cru isew 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  embarked and NASSAU headed no r th  a g a i n ,  a r r i v i n g  a t  P i e r  7 ,  Norfolk 
Operat ing Base, e a r l y  t h e  morning of  29 March. 

To summarize NASSAU'S performance dur ing  and a f t e r  t he  deployment, appendixes 
F (CPR TWO 2711502 MAR 88) and G (TWO WO MEU SOC 2108322 MAR 88)  of  enc losure  (4 )  
amplify.  

T 
The month o f  Apr i l  was spen t  i n  a l e a v e  and upkeep s t a t u s ,  wi th  many o f  

NASSAU1s crewmembers spending time a t  ome renewing t i e s  wi th  f r i e n d s  and f a m i l i e s .  
On 22 A p r i l ,  a s p e c i a l  VIP de l ega t ion  4 f medical d i g n i t a r i e s  from t h e  Peop le l s  
Republic of  China v i s i t e d  NASSAU and were given a complete t o u r  o f  h e r  ex t ens ive  
medical f a c i l i t i e s .  A list of Chinese d i g n i t a r i e s  is included i n  appendix F of 
enc losure  (4 ) .  On 30 A p r i l ,  another  group o f  VIPs, t h i s  time a group of  s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r  s t u d e n t s  from t h e  U.S. Army War College,  v i s i t e d  NASSAU and were given a 
complete t o u r .  

The months of May and June were spen t  conducting t r a i n i n g  per iods  f o r  
Midshipman Tra in ing  and Active Duty f o r  Tra in ing  (ACDUTRA) f o r  NASSAU1s r e se rve  
detachment. And, as INSURV prepa ra t i ons  began, t r a i n i n g  was a l s o  conducted wi th  
t h e  U.S. Army as Army nBlackhawksn and "Apachesn gained day l igh t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  
f l i g h t  deck landings.  From 20-24 June,  NASSAU was v i s i t e d  by t h e  Board of  
In spec t ion  and Survey (INSURV) and passed wi th  f l y i n g  co lo r s .  And NASSAU went i n t o  
t h e  month o f  Ju ly  (from 27 June u n t i l  17 J u l y )  i n  a post-INSURV IMAV. 

The months o f  J u l y  and August were spen t  l a r g e l y  p i e r s i d e ,  with VIP v i s i t s  
conducted by t h e  Budget Analyst f o r  t h e  House Budget Committee f o r  a m i l i t a r y  
o r i e n t a t i o n  on 20 J u l y ,  a v i s i t  from VAdm. Jospeh S. Donne11 111, USN, 
COMNAVSURFLANT on 20 Ju ly  and p ro fe s s idna l  s t a f f  members of t he  House Armed 
Se rv i ce s  Committee on 16 August. Also o n  16 August, a p r e - s a i l  conference was held 
f o r  "TEAMWORK 88." Over t h e  weekend o 20-21 August, NASSAU held  open s h i p  
v i s i t i n g  and on t h e  morning o f  August 5 set s a i l  f o r  t h e  North A t l a n t i c .  

August 25, 1988 was a cool  and f o  y day i n  Norfolk,  Va., a s  NASSAU and 
s e v e r a l  o the r  amphibious s h i p s  o f  Amph'bious Group TWO were making l as t  minute k 
prepa ra t i ons  before  g e t t i n g  underway. Two yea r s  of  planning and p repa ra t i on  had 
gone i n t o  t h i s  event .  Soon "Teamwork 48" would begin. Af te r  a b r i e f  de lay  due t o  
heavy fog ,  t h e  amphibious t a s k  fo rce  w d s  underway f o r  Morehead C i ty ,  N.C. 

NASSAU, a s  f l a g s h i p  f o r  RAdm. Dav'd M. Bennet t ,  USN, Commander Amphibious 
S t r i k e  Force and BGen John J. Sheehan, USMC, Commander, 4 t h  Marine Expedi t ionary 
Brigade ( 4 t h  MEB), paused b r i e f l y  a t  L nnhaven anchorage t o  embark t h e  u n i t s  of  
Assaul t  C r a f t  Unit  TWO, Det E, and Bea hmaster Unit  TWO, Det E, before  heading 
south  t o  Morehead C i ty  t o  embark h e r  M r i n e s .  

The fol lowing day,  Marines embark i d a t  Morehead Ci ty  i nc lud ing  Ground Combat 
Element (GCE), Regimental Landing TeamEIGHT, Combat Se rv i ce  Support Element 
(CSSE), Brigade Serv ice  Support Group OUR from Camp Lejeune, N . C . ,  and t h e  A i r  
Combat Element (ACE) Marine A i r  Group 1 4 from Cherry Po in t ,  N.C. and Beaufort ,  S.C. 
It was long day ' s  work as L C U V s  from A U-2 s h u t t l e d  back and f o r t h  and Marines 9 seemed t o  be everywhere ca r ry ing  g reen ,nc ru i seboxes l l  throughout t h e  sh ip .  

With t h e  onload complete, some ve y r e a l i s t i c  t r a i n i n g  was obtained as t h e  
s h i p s  of t h e  amphibious t a s k  f o r c e ,  US 4 INCHON (LPH 121, USS SAGINAW (LST 11881, 
USS PORTLAND (LSD 37) , USS NEWPORT ( L S ~  11 79) and USS BOULDER (LST 11 90) commenced 
t o  "break outf1 of  a blockaded and mine p o r t  and channel. The "break o u t w  was 
succes s fu l  and set an e a r l y  s tandard  f r performance i n  "Teamwork 88." 



Severa l  n i g h t s  l a t e r ,  NASSAU joined up wi th  s h i p s  of t he  mobile l o g i s t i c s  
fo rce  and s e v e r a l  Canadian s h i p s ,  making t h e  first con tac t  wi th  NATO (North 
A t l a n t i c  Trea ty  Organiza t ion)  navy. W en assembled, more than 150 s h i p s  from nine 
NATO n a t i o n s ,  comprising more than 45, 8 00 servicemembers, would make up t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  "Teamwork 88." Almost a l l  of t he  seaborne a s s e t s  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  
were involved i n  t h e  complex t a c t i c a l  q r a in ing  which was c a r r i e d  ou t  throughout t h e  
t r a n s a t l a n t i c  c ros s ing .  

One o f  t h e  main o b j e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  phase of t h e  e x e r c i s e  was t he  
i n t e g r a t i o n  of two c a r r i e r  groups based around t h e  c a r r i e r s  USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
( C V N  71 ) and USS FORRESTAL (CV 591, which joined t h e  t a s k  fo rce  from a 
Mediterranean deployment, and t o  p r a c t i c e  emergency defens ive  measures o f  an 
amphibious t a s k  fo rce  while  t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  North A t l a n t i c .  A l l  elements of  an 
opposed c ros s ing  were s imulated a s  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  a s  pos s ib l e .  

During t h e  c ros s ing ,  NASSAU conducted 7 UNREPS (underway rep len ishments )  
r e c i e v i n g  f u e l  and s u p p l i e s  from USS SAVANNAH (AOR 4)  and USS DETROIT (AOE 4) .  
NASSAU then assumed t h e  r o l e  o f  replenishment s h i p  when she  r e fue l ed  t h e  USS 
FARRAGUT (DDG 37)  and USS BOULDER, who were i n  company. Sometimes t h e  weather was 
c l e a r  and g l o r i o u s ;  o the r  t imes it was co ld ,  wet and d r i z z l y ,  bu t  throughout each 
evo lu t ion  a  c o n s i s t e n t  l e v e l  of  p ro fe s  i o n a l  performance was d i sp layed  and a g r e a t  
d e a l  of t r a i n i n g  i n  a l l  phases o f  t h e  rocedure was obtained.  

A s  NASSAU and t h e  rest of  t h e  t a s  group near  t h e  "gapw between Ice land  and 
Great B r i t a i n ,  heavy fog  s e t  i n .  To a ! o i d  d e t e c t i o n  by opposing f o r c e s ,  NASSAU was 
i n  an emmission c o n t r o l  cond i t i on  t o  l q m i t  t h e  a b i l i t y  of  t h e  "enemyw t o  l o c a t e  
he r .  But t h i s  a l s o  o f f s e t  t h e  s h i p ' s  d b i l i t y  t o  use  r a d a r  t o  c u t  through t h e  dense 
fog. Fo r tuna t e ly ,  wi th  p ro fe s s iona l  watchstanding and a  b i t  of l uck ,  t h e  fog soon 
l i f t e d  and NASSAU approached t h e  majestlic f j o r d s  of  Norway. 

On t h e  11th of  September, t h e  ampqibious t a s k  f o r c e  a r r i v e d  a t  Bode, Norway, 
f o r  a  r e h e a r s a l  which would f l e x  t h e  a sets t o  be brought i n t o  p lay  dur ing  t h e  
a s s a u l t  no r th  of t h e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e .  T e  r e h e a r s a l  went smoothly and a l l  of  t h e  
s h i p s  of  t h e  t a s t  f o r ce  began p repa ra t ' ons  f o r  t he  f i n a l  l e g  o f  t he  t r i p  t o  t he  
a s s a u l t  a r ea .  

1 
On t h e  n igh t  of  t he  I l t h ,  however, t ragedy  s t r u c k  a s  an LST i n  t h e  group ran  

aground on a  shoa l  i n  one o f  t h e  narrow f j o r d s .  NASSAU moved i n  c l o s e  t o  lend 
a s s i s t a n c e  and soon took on a  ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  Marines and equipment of t h e  d i s ab l ed  
ves se l .  A s  a  r e s u l t  of  t h i s  un fo r tuna t e  i n c i d e n t ,  NASSAU steamed ho r th  t o  h e r  
o b j e c t i v e  loaded no t  only wi th  a f u l l  a s s a u l t  f o r c e ,  bu t  a l s o  tasked wi th  
accomplishing t h e  mission of  a t ank  landing  s h i p .  "The Ship That Does It A l l "  was 
about  t o  do more than it bargained for. l  

A s  NASSAU headed no r th  and approadhed the  A r c t i c  C i r c l e ,  p r epa ra t i ons  were 
made t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  t h e  s a i l o r s  and Mqrines i n t o  t h e  time-honored wBluenosew 
f r a t e r n i t y .  A f e a s t  of b lue- t in ted  f o  d s  ranging from blue gravy over blue mashed 
po ta toes  and blue macaroni s a l a d  was s 4 rved and rumors of  running c i r c l e s  on t h e  
f l i g h t  deck i n  one ' s  underwear went ardund t h e  mess deck f a s t e r  than most meals. 
But i n  t h e  end, t h e  ceremony cons i s t ed  of  muster ing t h e  most j un io r  Navy and Marine 
o f f i c e r s  on t h e  s h i p ' s  f o r e c a s t l e  and, a f t e r  t h e i r  noses were pa in ted  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  shade of b lue ,  i n s t r u c t i n g  them i n  t h e  proper procedures f o r  p a i n t i n g  
t h e  s h i p ' s  wbul lnosev  a  b r i g h t  blue.  And a t  1634 on September 14 a t  66 degrees  
n o r t h  l a t i t u d e  and 009 degrees  l ong i tude ,  each member o f  t h e  Navy & Marine Corps 
team aboard NASSAU became t r u s t y  Bluenoses. 



When NASSAU a r r i v e d  a t  Ves t f j o rd ,  he was confronted wi th  t h e  unique t a s k  of  
an anchorage i n  t h e  seemingly bot tomles  Norwegian waterway. Soon, what amounted I 
t o  a submerged mountaintop was l oca t ed  pnd a p rec i s ion  anchorage was c a r r i e d  ou t .  
Next, a quick r e h e a r s a l  of our  "adoptedb Marine u n i t s  was f l a w l e s s l y  executed. Now 
Nassau and he r  Marines were ready f o r  tbe a s s a u l t .  The morning of 16 September was 
co ld ,  windy and miserable;  p e r f e c t  weather f o r  an amphibious a s s a u l t .  Though 
delayed by 45 minutes ,  t h e  landing  went without a h i t c h  and t h e  Marines of  Marine 
S t r i k i n g  Force were on t h e  job. For t h e  next  f i v e  days,  NATO f o r c e s  fought a "warn 
i n  Norway. 

The l and ing  was witnessed by t h i r t y - p l u s  members of  t he  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r e s s ,  
who l a t e r  ventured ou t  t o  NASSAU f o r  a p r e s s  conference. Among them was Mr. Terry 
Zahn o f  WAVY-TV 10 i n  Norfolk,  Va., who spen t  t h e  day wi th  us  f i lm ing  a s p e c i a l  
s e r i e s  on wTeamwork.u 

Dis t inguished  v i s i t o r s  and a s s o r t e b  VIPs were almost commonplace onboard 
NASSAU dur ing  t h e  next  week. Some of opr  g u e s t s  included t h e  Commandant of  t h e  
Marine Corps, General A 1  Grey, USMC, Co ander  C a r r i e r  Group SIX, RAdm. "Snuffyw 
Smith,  USN, t h e  Commanders of  t h e  combi r e d  United KingdodNetherlands Landing Force 
and Amphibious Group, Br igadier  Andrew m i t e h e a d  and Commodore Brian Turner;  t h e  
Chief of  Defense, Norway, General vigle1ik; and t h e  Sec re t a ry  General o f  NATO, 
Doctor Manfrad Weirner. 

Af te r  a succes s fu l  but phys i ca l l y  Fernanding e x e r c i s e  ashore  was c a r r i e d  ou t  
ahead of  schedule  a c r o s s  t h e  board, t h e  Marines of 4 t h  MEB s taged  t h e i r  equipment 
and veh ic l e s  a t  B je rv ik ,  Norway, f o r  a qu ick  washdown and in spec t ion  before  being 
loaded back aboard NASSAU. Once t h i s  complex evo lu t ion  was complete,  t h e  s a i l o r s  
and Marines of NASSAU were on t h e i r  way t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p o r t  of  Hamburg, West 
Germany. 

Hamburg, West Germany, is  loca t ed  approximately 80 mi les  i n l and  on t h e  banks 
o f  t h e  Elbe River.  The approaches t o  t h e  c i t y  f o r  a s h i p  t h e  s i z e  of  NASSAU made 
f o r  a very cha l lenging  s e a  d e t a i l  on our- way i n  and o u t ,  bu t  t h e  l i b e r t y  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h i s  f r i e n d l y  p o r t  c i ty more than  o f f s e t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
encountered. The s p e c t a c u l a r  a r r i v a l ,  complete wi th  tugboats  spray ing  plumes of  
water ,  banners on t h e  p i e r  and welcomin crowds was hear ten ing .  This  b e a u t i f u l  
c i t y  w i l l  c e l e b r a t e  its 800th b i r t hday  r n  1990 and provided NASSAU s a i l o r s  and 
Marines a glimpse of  both t h e  very o ld  and very modern dur ing  t h e  four-day s t a y .  
During our  s t a y ,  s a i l o r s  and Marines a t tended  luncheons and r e c e p t i o n s ,  a c t ed  a 
t o u r  gu ides  dur ing  open s h i p  v i s i t i n g  (over  8,500 German v i s i t e d  NASSAU dur ing  t h e  
two days we were open f o r  v i s i t i n g ! )  and took advantage o f  t he  t o u r s  coordinated by 
t h e  sh ip .  

Many crewmembers enjoyed harbor  c r u i s e s ,  s i g h t s e e i n g  a long  t h e  East-West 
border o r  v i s i t i n g  former concen t r a t i o  camps. I n  a l l ,  t h e  people of Hamburg 
welcomed t h e  s h i p  and its s a i l o r s  and a r i n e s  warmly. 4 

A s  t h e  s h i p  c a s t  o f f  l i n e s  on t h e  morning of t h e  2nd o f  October,  t h e  banks of 
t h e  Elbe was crowded wi th  t h e  thousands o f  waving Germans who had come down t o  t h e  
wa te r f ron t  t o  s e e  NASSAU o f f .  The send-off was complete with a b r a s s  band p lay ing  
West German and American n a t i o n a l  an th  m s .  It was one of  t h e  most spec t acu l a r  
send-offs  eve r  witnessed by many i n  t h  crew o r  wi th  t h e  embarked Marines. 

But our depa r tu re  from Hamburg d i  ! no t  s i g n a l  t h e  end of t he  deployment. The 
"War a t  Seaw experienced dur ing  our t r q n s i t  over was re-enacted on t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p ,  
wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  gained.  Addiyional ly ,  s eve re  weather was experienced only 
days o u t  o f  Hamburg, g iv ing  t h e  "sea l d g s N  o f  many a s a i l o r s  and Marine a t r u e  
workout. 



Other evo lu t ions  dur ing  t h e  t r a n s i t  included damage c o n t r o l  t r a i n i n g ,  f l i g h t  
ope ra t i ons  and a shoot ing  e x e r c i s e  by M A ' s  AV-8B Har r i e r s .  Throughout t h e  t r i p  

e f f e c t i v e  off- load j u s t  days away. 

v 
Marines of t he  4 th  MEB were nd stowing equipment, p repar ing  f o r  an 

, i n  mid-ocean, t h e  s h i p  d i v e r t e d  south  t o  
t h e  Azores t o  MEDEVAC a t h e  e x e r c i s e  behind h e r ,  NASSAU dropped 
anchor i n  Morehead C i ty  on t h e  morning o f  t h e  13th and began disembarking he r  
Marine shipmates.  

On October 15 th ,  1988, NASSAU s t e  med i n t o  s i g h t  a t  t he  Norfolk p i e r s  where 
COMPHIBGRU TWO/4th MEB and remaining e barked personnel  and crewmembers enjoyed 
long-awaited reunions wi th  f a m i l i e s  an f r i e n d s .  The balance o f  the  month was 

October. 

! 
spen t  i n  homeport conducting ACDUTRA wilth NASSAU'S r e se rve  detachment from 17-28 

The month o f  November brought y e t  ano the r  mi les tone  i n  NASSAU'S h i s t o r y  a s  she  
was c a l l e d  upon t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  devastlation which followed i n  t h e  wake o f  
Hurr icane G i l b e r t  i n  Jamaica. NASSAU das  underway on t h e  morning o f  03 November 
f u l l  of  s u p p l i e s ,  P r o j e c t  Handclasp matlerials and goods donated by t h e  crew of 
NASSAU f o r  t h e  people of  Jamaica. A t q t a l  of  92 p a l l e t s  (88,000 l b s )  o f  goods were 
s l a t e d  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  people f t h e  i s l a n d  na t ion .  

While i n  t r a n s i t  t o  Jamaica,  on 6 November, NASSAU happened upon a boat load of  
Ha i t i an  re fugees .  Immediately a l l  172 1 re fugees  aboard t h e  t i n y  c r a f t  were taken  
aboard NASSAU and given medical examin t i o n s  while  t h e  c r a f t  was inspec ted  f o r  
h a b i t a b i l i t y  and seaworthiness .  Deemed u n f i t ,  t h e  c r a f t  was searched and 
des t royed .  The r e fugees ,  menawhile, were fed and given medical t rea tment  before  

MEDEVAC'd t o  a f i x e d  medical f a c i l i t y .  

a 
being t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Coast Guard Cu t t e r  TAMPA l a t e r  t h a t  day. One refugee was 

NASSAU v i s i t e d  Kingston, Jamaica,  from 7-11 November. I n  t h a t  time, a l l  
p a l l e t s  of  m a t e r i a l s  were tu rned  over  t o  r e l i e f  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h r e e  a r e a  schools  were 
re-roofed by s h i p ' s  crewmembers/embarked Marines and Navy Seabees embarked t o  lend 
a p ro fe s s iona l  hand t o  t h e  r e p a i r s .  While i n p o r t ,  t h e  U.S. Marine Corps ce l eb ra t ed  
t h e i r  b i r t hday  wi th  a b a l l  and NASSAU was v i s i t e d  by t h e  Governor General of  
Jamaica. On November 18 th ,  NASSAU re tu rned  t o  he r  homeport. 

The month o f  December provided NASSAU'S crewmembers a r ichly-deserved rest 
from t h e  h e c t i c  pace t h a t  marked 1988 a s  they  enjoyed a ho l iday  standdown/upkeep 
per iod and read ied  themselves f o r  t h e  cha l lenges  of  1989. 



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  s t a t i s t i c a l  summary o f  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  v a r i o u s  
d e p a r t m e n t s  a b o a r d  USS NASSAU ( L H A  k )  d u r i n g  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1 9 8 8 .  

Number of days at sea for CY 88 129 

SUPPLY DEPARTHEBT 

T o t a l  number  o f  c o n s u m a b l e s  a n d  r e p a i r  p a r t s  s t o c k e d  3 6 , 1 8 2  
T o t a l  v a l u e  $ 3 1 , 9 9 2 , 6 6 6  
T o t a l  r e c e i p t s  3 5 , 4 7 2  
V a l u e  o f  r e c e i p t s  $ 3 5 , 7 6 3 , 2 3 8 . 7 7  
T o t a l  i s s u e s  1 3 , 9 0 4  
G a l l o n s  o f  J P 5  r e c e i v e d  1 , 2 3 9 , 7 4 5  g a l  
G a l l o n s  o f  DFM 7 6  r e c e i v e d  6 , 9 7 5 , 7 2 4  g a l  
T o t a l  s p e n t  f o r  p a r t s  & s e r v i c e s  $ 8 , 1 9 1 , 5 5 4 . 3 0  

Sa l e s  i n  S h i p ' s  S t o r e  
C a n s  o f  s o d a  s o l d  
Candy b a r s  s o l d  
Number o f  h a i r c u t s  g i v e n  
P o u n d s  o f  l a u n d r y  w a s h e d  

Food consumed  ( d o l l a r  v a l u e )  
B r e a d  f l o u r  u s e d  
S u g a r  
M i l k  
L o a v e s  o f  b r e a d  b a k e d  
E g g s  u s e d  

F u n d s  d i s b u r s e d  by D i s b u r s i n g  
F u n d s  c o l l e c t e d  by D i s b u r s i n g  
F u n d s  d e p o s i t e d  by D i s b u r s i n g  
Bad c h e c k s  r e t u r n e d  t o  D i s b u r s i n g  

Number o f  ADP j o b s  r u n  
Number o f  ADP p r o d u c t i o n  h o u r s  
C o s t  o f  p a p e r  u s e d  

$ 8 1 0 , 0 0 0  
2 8 1 , 5 0 0  c a n s  
1 8 3 , 6 0 9  b a r s  

1 9 , 7 5 0  
6 0 0 , 0 0 0  l b s  

$ 1 , 4 8 8 , 9 6 1  
6 2 , 7 9 0  l b s  
7 4 , 7 7 0  l b s  
1 4 , 1 0 1  g a l  

1 1 9 , 0 9 8  
9 , 7 3 3  d z  

LEGAL STATISTICS 

P o w e r s  o f  A t t o r n e y ,  i n c l u d i n g  g e n e r 4 1  a n d  s p e c i a l  - 6 7  
Admin d i s c h a r g e s  p r o c e s s e d  - 2 7  

POSTAL STATISTICS 

P o s t a g e  s o l d  $ 4 8 , 2 2 1 . 0 0  
Money o r d e r s  s o l d  - 6 , 9 9 7  - $ 1 , 1 5 6 , 8 7 0 . 0 0  
Money o r d e r s  c a s h e d  - 477  - $ 6 0 , 0 8 3 . 0 0  
Amount o f  m a i l  r e c e i v e d ,  d i s p a t c h e d  o r  t r a n s f e r r e d  8 1 , 5 8 7  l b s  

PERSONNEL STATISTICS 

T o t a l  s e p a r a t i o n s  
Number o f  RE-4 's  
P e r s o n n e l  t r a n s f e r r e d  on  PCS o r d e r s  

Enclosure ( 3 )  



RELIGIOUS PROGRAM STATISTICS 

Divine services conducted by ship's Chaplain 
Services conducted by other faiths 
American Red Cross messages hand led^ 
Navy Relief cases processed 

SECURITY DEPARTMENT STATISTICS 

Total Incident/Complaint Reports (I~CR) for CY 8 8  2 6 0  
Total ICR's investigated 2 6 0  
ICR's voided at Security Department level 8  
Mast cases processed 2 5 6  
Mast cases dismissed at Executive O1fficer's Investigation 6 7  
Mast cases referred to Commanding ~ ~ f f i c e r  1 8 9  

MEDICAL STATISTICS 

Sickcall patients 
Admissions 
Medical Evacuations (MEDEVACS) 
Surgical cases 

Conducted a medical screen of 1 7 2  ~ a i t i a n  refugess and medevac'd one 
female Haitian to a fixed treatment facility. 

AIR DEPARTMENT STATISTICS 

Fixed-wing landings 

Helicopter landings 

Embarked flight hours 

Number of mishaps 

Day 1 , 1 1 8  
Night 4 7  
Day 5 , 4 8 3  
Night 1 , 1 0 0  
Day 6 , 4 9 5 . 4  
Night 8 0 1 . 1  

0 

AIMD DEPARTMENT STATISTICS 

Manhours expended in support of airbraft operation for CY 88 .  

With Non- Without 
Aeronau ical E Aeronautical 

Month Mainten nce Maintenance 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
November 
December 

Totals 5 4 , 2 4 5 . 6 '  3 8 , 8 0 8 . 8  




