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Comnand H i s t o r y  f o r  USS NASSAU f o r  per iod  1 Jan-31 Dec 1986 

1. Comnand composit ion and organizat ion:  The miss ion of t he  sh ip  i s  t o  
embark, deploy and land elements o f  a USMC landing f o r c e  by he l icopters ,  
land ing  c r a f t  and amphibious vehic les.  The next  senior  i n  t he  s h i p ' s  cha in  o f  
comnand i s  Comnander, Amphibious Squadron Twelve, t he  Comnander, Amphibious 
Group Two. Admin is t ra t i ve ly ,  USS NASSAU i s  a u n i t  o f  Comnander, Naval Surface 
Force, U.S. A t l a n t i c .  The Comnanding Of f icer  i s  Captain Robert P. Lucas, who 
r e l i e v e d  Captain F r a n k l i n  D. J u l i a n  on January 6, 1987. The USS NASSAU i s  
homeported a t  Nor fo lk  Naval Base, Norfo lk ,  V i r g i n i a .  One UH-1N he l i cop te r  i s  
permanently assigned, w i t h  t a i  1 number 838. 

2. Chronology o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  events f o r  1986: (see attachment 1 )  

3. Nar ra t ive :  USS NASSAU entered Nor fo l k  Naval Shipyard i n  Portsmouth, 
V i r g i n i a  i n  February f o r  her f i r s t  Complex Overhaul. The sh ip  completed her 
yard  pe r iod  by mid-January 1987 and re turned t o  homeport. Major a l t e r a t i o n s  
t o  the  s h i p ' s  e x t e r i o r  appearance inc luded removal of the  forward Sparrow 
BPMDS launcher and the  a d d i t i o n  o f  a Phalanx Close-in-Weapon System on t h e  
po r t s ide  a f t .  The sh ip  a l so  had AV-8 H a r r i e r  landing l i g h t i n g  system 
mod i f i ca t i ons  i n s t a l  l e d  as we1 1 as add i t i ona l  a v i a t i o n  ordnance storage spaces 
i n  p repara t ion  f o r  a r e g u l a r l y  deployed AV-8 squadron. 

4. Enclosed are copies o f  t h e  s h i p ' s  p ic tu res ,  Familygram f o r  1986, a Welcome 
Aboard brochure i n  use i n  1986, and re levan t  s t a t i s t i c a l  da ta  as l i s t e d  on 
attachment 2. 

Enclosure (1 ) 



CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
USS NASSAU JAN-DEC 1986 

JANUARY 
21 Commander, Second F leet ,  VADM H. C. Mustin, s h i f t e d  h i s  f l a g  from USS 

NASSAU t o  USS MT WHITNEY (LCC-20). 
28 Ship go t  underway from Nor fo l k  f o r  ammo anchorage. 
30 Moved t o  Craney I s land  f o r  f u e l  off load. 

FEBRUARY 
3 Entered Nor fo lk  Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth f o r  Complex Overhaul. 

MARCH 
27 Ship entered drydock. 

APRIL 
10 USS NASSAU received the  Mer i to r i ous  U n i t  Commendation f o r  "serv ice  wh i l e  

conducting operat ions i n  t h e  North A t l a n t i c  Ocean and Norwegian Sea i n  
support o f  United States and Nor th  At1 a n t i c  Treaty Organizat ion ob jec t i ves  
dur ing  Exerc ise Ocean Sa fa r i  from 29 August 1985 t o  20 September 1985" as 
p a r t  o f  a " b a t t l e  fo rce  ( t h a t )  establ ished new standards f o r  the  forward 
o f fens i ve  employment of mar i t ime forces  i n  de te r r i ng  and defeat ing th rea ts  
t o  the  a l l iance. "  

11 Under Secretary o f  Defense v i s i t e d  NASSAU. 

MAY 
14 Comnander, United K i  ngdom/Netherlands Amphibious Group, Comodore L a r k i  n, 

RN, v i s i t e d  NASSAU. 

JULY 
14 Ship moved from drydock t o  P i e r  3, NNSY. 

AUGUST 
29 RADM H. K. F iske o f  Naval Sea Systems Comand conducted an inspect ion  t o u r  

on board NASSAU. 

SEPTEMBER 
23 VADM W. F. McCauley, Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. A t l a n t i c ,  

v i s i t e d  NASSAU. 

OCTOBER 
9 RADM Bennett, Deputy Comnander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. A t l a n t i c ,  

v i s i t e d  NASSAU. 
14 CAPT H. L. P h i l l i p s ,  Comnander, Amphibious Squadron Twelve, broke h i s  

pennent on USS NASSAU. 
17 RADM W. L. Fogarty, Comnander, Amphibious Group Two, v i s i t e d  NASSAU. 
20 L i g h t - o f f  exam o f  sh ip ' s  b o i l e r s  conducted. 

DECEMBER 
10-12 Underway f o r  Post Repair T r i a l s  i n  V i r g i n i a  Capes. 
30 Sh ip ' s  UH-1N He l icopter  completed i t ' s  3,500th accident- f ree f l y i n g  hour. 
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SIGN I F  I CANT STAT I S T I  CAL DATA 

Amnuni ti on expended 
5"/54 Cal:  20 rds  
25MM: 450 rds 
CIWS 20MM: 1,000 rds 

Ship 's  helo f l i g h t  hours: 487.4 

A i r c r a f t  1 aunches/recoveri es: 142 

Days a t  sea: 10 
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