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USS NASHVILLE COMMAND HISTORY 1979 

1. COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

a. USS NASHVILLE (LPD-13) remained i n  Amphibious Squadron Two from 1 
January u n t i l  9 January. From 10 January u n t i l  18 June, NASHVILLE served 
i n  Amphibious Squadron Four. From 19 June u n t i l  31 October NASHVILLE served 
i n  Amphibious Squadron S ix .  From 1 November t o  10 November NASHVILLE r e -  
turned again t o  Amphibious Squadron Two. From 11 November u n t i l  10 December, 
NASHVILLE was under t h e  opera t iona l  con t ro l  o f  Commander F l e e t  T ra in ing  Group 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. From 11 December f o r  t he  remainder o f  1979, NASHVILLE 
re turned once again t o  Amphibious Squadron Two. 

b. The Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  USS NASHVILLE from 1 January 1979 through 
31 December 1979 was Captain Dwight D.  TIMM, USN. 

2. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 

a. Chronol ogy 

1 January - 16 A p r i l  I n p o r t  Newport News, VA. 

16 A p r i l  Underway f o r  NOB Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

16 A p r i l  I n p o r t  NOB Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

16-1 7 Apr i  1 Underway f o r  Sea T r i a l s  V i r g i n i a  Capes. 

17 A p r i l  - 18 J u l y  I n p o r t  NOB Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

19-20 J u l y  Underway f o r  Sea T r i a l s  V i r g i n i a  Capes. 

20 J u l y  - 24 September I n p o r t  NOB Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

24 September Underway f o r  Lynhaven Anchorage 

24-27 September Anchored Lynhaven Roads, Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

27-28 September Underway V i r g i n i a  Capes. 



28 September - 1 October 

1-2 October 

2-5 October 

5 October 

5-7 October 

7-8 October 

8-11 October 

1 1 -1 3 October 

13-1 5 October 

15 October 

15 October 

15-1 8 October 

18 October 

18 October 

18-1 9 October 

19 October 

19-22 October 

22-24 October 

24 October - 5 November 

I n p o r t  NOB Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

Underway f o r  Jacksonvi 1 l e ,  
F l  o r i  da . 
I n p o r t  Jacksonvi 11 e, F lo r ida .  

Underway f o r  Mayport, F l  o r i  da. 

I n p o r t  Mayport, F lo r i da .  

Underway f o r  P o r t  Evergl ades , 
F l o r i d a  . 
I n p o r t  P o r t  Everglades , F lo r ida .  

Underway f o r  NOB Nor fo l  k, VA. 

I n p o r t  NOB Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

Underway f o r  Ammunition Anchorage 

Amniuni ti on On1 oad Hampton Roads 
Anchorage 

Underway V i  r g i  n i  a Capes. 

Anchored Lynhaven Roads, Nor fo l  k 
VA . 
Underway f o r  NOB Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

I n p o r t  NOB Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

Underway f o r  Dependent's Cruise 
Anchored Lynhaven Roads, Nor fo lk ,  
V A . ,  re turned same day. 

I n p o r t  NOB Nor fo lk ,  VA. 

Underway V i r g i n i a  Capes. 

I n p o r t  NOB Nor fo lk ,  VA. 



5 November Underway f o r  Ammunition Anchorage 

5 November 

5;7 November 

7-8 November 

8-1 1 November 

1 1 -2 1 November 

21 -22 November 

22-25 November 

25-26 November 

26 No~ember - 10 December 

10 December 

11 December 

12-1 4 December 

Ammunition On1 oad Hampton Roads 
Anchorage 

Underway f o r  Mayport, F lo r ida .  

I npo r t  Mayport, F lor ida.  

Underway f o r  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Refresher Tra in ing Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

Underway f o r  Por t  Au Prince, H a i t i .  

I npo r t  Port  Au Prince, H a i t i .  

Underway f o r  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Refresher Tra in ing Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

Underway f o r  Grand Turks Is land.  

Ammunition Onload Grand Turks 
Is land.  

Underway f o r  NOB Norfo lk,  VA. 

b. Narra t ive  

The coming of the year o f  1979 saw NASHVILLE p ie rs ide  a t  Horne 
Brother 's  Shipyard i n  Newport News, V i rg in ia .  She was completing her second 
major overhaul since commissioning; an overhaul t h a t  began on 8 March 1978. 

On A p r i l  16th, NASHVILLE completed her overhaul a t  Newport News. 
There were s t i l l  a few engineering problems, bu t  fo r  the most p a r t  the sh ip  
was i n  exce l len t  condi t ion.  Having faSled her f i r s t  sea t r i a l  due t o  
engineering problems, NASHVILLE was re-scheduled f o r  sea t r i a l s  on 19 and 20 
July.  She remained p ier -s ide a t  NOB Norfo lk,  u n t i l  t h i s  time. She acted 
as host  sh ip  dur ing Armed Forces weekend, welcoming over 500 people aboard 
f o r  tours.  



Having completed her  second sea t r i a l ,  t he  NASHVILLE remained 
p ie r -s ide  Nor fo l k  f o r  t he  remainder o f  t he  summer months, wh i l e  f u r t h e r  
adjustments were made on t h e  sh ip ' s  engineer ing p lan t .  During t h i s  t ime, 
damage con t ro l  discrepancies were repa i red  and prepara t ion  f o r  g e t t i n g  
underway was made. 

During t h e  month o f  August, NASHVILLE under went more sea t r i a l s  
and var ious d r f l l s  i n  preparat ion fo r  Refresher T ra in ing  i n  Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. 

On Monday morning, September 24th, NASHVILLE g o t  underway f o r  
her  f i r s t  major  sea excurs ion i n  over 18 months. On t h a t  day, NASHVILLE, 
c rn fsed o u t  t o  approximately 50 m i l e s  o f f  t he  coast  and re turned t o  anchor 
3 m i l e s  off L i t t l e  Creek Amphibious Base. The c r u i s e  l a s t e d  f i v e  days. 

On October l s t ,  NASHVILLE departed on a c r u i s e  t h a t  went as f a r  
as south  as Por t  Everglades, F lo r ida .  The s h i p ' s  missions ranged from 
apera t iona l  t r a i n i n g ,  t o  r e t r i v a l  of a Banshee, a Korean Mar e ra  j e t .  

Many d r i l l s  were conducted the  f i r s t  few days. However, on 
Thursday, October 4th, one of t h e  more e x c i t i n g  d r i l l s  took place. For 
t6e  f i r s t  t ime i n  19 months, NASHVILLE'S f l i g h t  crew conducted f l i g h t  
operattons. The NASHVILLE f l i g h t  crew landed and launched he l i cop te rs  
from the  f l i g h t  deck f o r  more than 12 hours. A t  t he  end o f  the  f l i g h t  
operatPons, there  had been more than 240 landings logged, breaking a l l  
p r e ~ t a u s  NAStiYILLE records fo r  landings i n  a given day. 

A t  NASHVILLE'S f i r s t  s top i n  Mayport, F lo r i da ,  she onloaded a 
bnshee  j e t  a i r c r a f t ,  developed dur fng W 11. Banshee i s  a near ly  ex- 
t f n c t  s i n g l e  passenger twin-engine a i r c r a f t  from the Korean War era, and 
was respected f o r  i t s  f irepower c a p a b i l i t i e s .  It had p rev ious l y  been on 
d i s p l a y  a t  Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  Orlando, F lo r ida .  While onboard the  
NASHVILLE, t h e  plane received a new p a i n t  j o b  from the  A i r  Department. 

m i l e  i n  F lo r ida ,  the  s h i p ' s  company enjoyed t h e i r  f i r s t  l i b e r t y  

F o r t  ou ts ide  of V i r g i n i a  s ince before overhaul.  NASHVILLE moored a t  
o r t  Everglades, F l o r i d a  on Columbus Day. F u l l  dress sh ip  was p e r f e c t l y  

executed w i t h i n  seconds of being moored. 

While a t  P o r t  Everglades, NASHVILLE p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Nat ional  
Por t  Week. The NASHVILLE represented the  U .S.Navy, proudly he ld  Open 
House f o r  four  days. NASHVILLE departed Por t  Everglades on October 11th. 



On Fridai 12 October, NASHVILLE c r e m m b e r s  celebrated the  
U.S. Navy's 204th i r t hday .  The g a l l e y  served steaks t o  order  t h a t  eve- 
ning. A f te r  supper, a specia l  ceremony was he ld  on the  mess decks honor- 
i'ng the  Un i ted  States Navy on i t ' s  anniversary. The Comnianding O f f i c e r ,  
Captain Dwight D.  TIMM presided over the  ceremony. 

The NASHVILLE p u l l e d  i n t o  Nor fo l k  on Saturday morning, 13 
October. 

On Fr iday  19 October, NASIHVILLE he1 d her  f i r s t  Dependent ' s  
Cruise i n  over  two years. A p p r o x t m t e l y  200 dependents mingled w i t h  the  
crew as NASHYILLE cru ised up Chesapeake Bay f o r  s i x  hours. The weather 
cond i t ions  were p e r f e c t  f o r  the  c ru ise .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a d e t a i l e d  t o u r  
of t he  ship, v i s i t o r s  had the  oppor tun i ty  t o  moni to r  the  NASHVILLE'S under- 
way performance as she launched Marine amphibious veh ic les  from her Well 
Deck and conducted f l i g h t  operat ions.  

NASHVILLE departed f o r  Refresher T ra in ing  a t  Guantanamo Bay 
CGTMO 1, Cuba, on Monday, 5 November. 

On November 7th,  f l i g h t  ua r te rs  were s e t  and f o r  the  f i r s t  t ime 
i n  NASHVILLE'S h i s t o r y ,  a H a r r ~ e r  ~ A V - 8 ~ )  j e t  landed on her  f l i g h t  deck. 
The H a r r i e r  j e t  i s  a r a r e  plane t h a t  i s  engineered t o  make v e r t i c a l  land- 
ings  and shor t  take-offs,  making NASHVILLE s f l i g h t  deck a p e r f e c t  p lace 
f o r  t h i s  a i r c r a f t  t o  land. 

On 21 November, as t he  Thanksgiving ho l idays  were approaching, 
NASHYILLE was chosen t o  go on a specia l  c ru i se .  The sh ip  was c a l l e d  upon 
t o  t ranspor t  Guantanamo guests t o  P a r t  Au Prince, H a i t i .  This unexpected 
yacat i :~n w s  j u s t  what the  crew needed, as NASHVILLE spent th ree days i n -  
p o r t  Po r t  Au PrPnce. 

However, on 26 November, NASHVILLE was back i n  GTMO, hard a t  work. 
Duri'ng those days of t r a i n i n g ,  many d r i l l s  were conducted. The sh ip  
gradua l ly  became a well-honed f i g h t i n g  machine, fending o f f  s imulated m i s s i l e  
and nuclear  at tacks.  The s h i p ' s  company worked w i t h  p o s i t i v e  mot iva t ion ,  
acceptrng c r i t i c i s m  and keeping moral high. 

NASHVILLE l e f t  GTMO on December loth, with the  second h ighest  
score of any N a ~ a l  vessel p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the  Refresher T ra in ing  course 
fo r  t he  year of 1979. NASHVILLE had completed Refresher T ra in ing  2 days 
ahead of schedule. 

The crew headed back t o  Nor fo lk .  One l a s t  s top  was made a t  Grand 
Turks I s l a n d  on 11 December, f o r  an ammunition onload. 

NASHYILLE reached NOB Nor fo lk  on 14 December, and remained p i e r -  
s tde f o r  t h e  remainder of t he  year. 


