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USS NASHVILLE COMMAND HISTORY 1978 

1. - COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

a. USS NASHVILLE (LPD-13) remained i n  Amphibious 
Squadron Two, commanded by Captain Alden B. Anderson, USN 
throughout 19 78. 

b. The Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  USS NASHVILLE from 1 
January u n t i l  2 September 1978 w a s  Captain Herbert  B. 
Dowse  Jr. ,USN. Captain Dowse w a s  r e l i e v e d  by Captain 
Dwight D. Timm, USN on 2 September. Captain Timm remained 
t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  through 31 December 1978. 

2. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 

a. Chronology 

1-18 January I n p o r t  NAB L i t t l e  Creek, Vi rg in ia  

18-20 January Vi rg in ia  Capes 

21 January - 21 February I n p o r t  NAB L i t t l e  Creek, Vi rg in ia  

21-23 February Ammunition Off load  NWS Yorktown, Va .  

23-24 February Feal  Off load  Craney I s l and ,  Va. 

24-28 February I n p o r t  NOB Norfolk, Va .  

February Underway Vi rg in ia  Capes, re turned  
same day 

28 February - 8 March Inpor t  NOB Norfolk, Va. 

8 March - --15 May I n p o r t  Berkley, Norfolk, Va. 

15 May Underway f o r  Sea T r a i l s :  Returned 
t o  Newport N e w s ,  V a .  

15 May 31 December I n p o r t  Newport News ,  Va. 

b. Narra t ive  

The new yea r  w a s  observed p i e r s i d e ,  a t  t h e  Naval 
Amphibious Base L i t t l e  Creek, Virg in ia .  Nashvi l le  s tayed 
i n  p o r t  u n t i l  she  w a s  c a l l e d  upon t o  take  t h e  p lace  of  
another  s h i p  scheduled t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e  
a t  Onslow Beach, North Carolina. 



Narrative (Con't) 

The Marine Detachment from Camp Lejune, s l a t e d  t o  
embark i n  NASHVILLE f o r  t r a n s i t  t o  the  operat ion area,  ex- 
perienced t ranspor ta t ion d i f f i c u l t y  and a r r ived  l a t e  on 
17 January. Onlaading of  t roaps and vehicles l a s t e d  w e l l  
i n t o  t he  night ,  and NASHVILLE go t  underway f o r  Onslow Beach, 
North Carolina a t  0658 the  next  morning. 

I n  t r a n s i t  t o  Onslow Beach , NASHVILLE recieved a 
d i s t r e s s  c a l l  from the  Greek merchant vessel  TOLMIDIS and 
l e f t  the  formation t o  render ass is tance .  When NASHVILLE 
a r r ived  on the  seene, the  USCG c u t t e r  CHILULA was attempting 
t o  control  the  flooding aboard TOLMIDIS . NASHVILLE mupplied 
add i t iona l  pumping equipment and served a s  a l o c a l  he l icop te r  
landing and fuel ing platform, s ign i f i can t ly  increasing the 
Coast Guard hel icopters '  "on-station" t i m e .  The rupture 
i n  TOLMIDIS' water l ine  was eo l a rge  t h a t  de-watering a t -  
tempts proved t o  be f u t i l e ,  A l l  pumping equipment and 
personnel were removed from TOLMIDIS t o  prevent fu r the r  
loss .  

By morning on the  19th, the  flooding had progressed 
a s  f a r  a s  it would and TOLMIDIS was very unstable bu t  s t i l l  
a f loa t .  The Coast Guard undertook the  t ask  of  towing TOLMIDIS 
mT0 por t ,  and NASHVILLE l e f t  f o r  Moorehead City, North 
Carolina t o  debark the  troops t h a t  were t o  have been used 
i n  the  t r a i n i n g  exercise.  

NASHVILLE ar r ived  i n  Moorehead City,  o f f  loaded the  
troops and equipment and returned t o  NAB L i t t l e  Creek on the  
morning of  2 1  January. NASHVZLLE remained inpor t  u n t i l  2 1  
February when she t r a n s i t e d  to  Naval Weapons S ta t ion  York- 
town, Va. to off-load a l l  ammunition i n  preparat ion f o r  he r  
upcoming regular  overhaul. 

Af te r  leaving Yorktown on 2 3  February, NASHVILLE 
steamed t o  t he  fue l ing  p i e r s  a t  Craney Is land,  Va. , and 
commenced the  removal of excess fue l ,  again i n  preparat ion 
f o r  overhaul, Having only a minimum quant i ty  of  fue l  on- 
board, NASHVILLE departed Craney I$land on 24 February. 
After  a 45 minute passage, the sh ip  was s a fe ly  moored t o  
p i e r  5 Naval S ta t ion ,  Norfolk, Va. 

The sh ip  res ted  q u i e t l y  a t  p i e r  5 u n t i l  the evening 
of the  27th of  February when NASHVILLE was tasked to g e t  
underway and recover a Coast Guard hel icopter .  The he l i -  
copter  had crashed 45  m i l e s  o f f  t he  Virginia  coas t  while 
attempting t o  rescue a small f i sh ing  vesse l  i n  d i s t r e s s ,  
e a r l i e r  t h a t  day. 



Narrative (Con ' t) 

Before NASHVILLE WAS ca l l ed  upon, both the  Coast 
Guard and the  Army (using a huge he l icop te r  know a s  "Sky 
Cranen) had attempted recovery of the downed a i r c r a f t .  
Neither se rv ice  had mobile egu ipmnt  i n  the  area  which could 
apply enough upward l i f t  to  raise a water f i l l e d  he l icop te r  
from the  sea. f i e  boat and a i r c r a f t  crane of  the  LPb sh ip  
type proved ah exce l len t  a l t e rna t ive .  

Despite NASHVILLE'S boilers being p a r t i a l l y  t o rn  
down i n  an t ic ipa t ion  of overhaul, f i r e s  w e r e  l i gh t ed  i n  both 
b o i l e r s  i n  the  e a r l y  hours of t he  28th and l?AfllWfLLE was on 
he r  way a t  0750 t h a t  morning. The he l icop te r  was recovered 
and the sh ip  was on its way back i n  j u s t  over an hour a f t e r  
appearing on the scene, a r r i v ing  a t  p i e r  5, NOB Norfolk a t  
2051. Messabes of  appreciat ion were recieved f r a m  CINCLANFLT, 
COMMANDANT STH COAST GUARD DISTRICT, COMNAVSURF'LANT, COM 
PHIBRON TWO. 

A t r a g i c  accident  occuredd on board NASHVILLE i n  the  
afternoon of 3 March. A team of d ivers  were cleaning the  
underwater h u l l  of  the  sh ip  p r i o r  t o  en te r ing  dry dock. One 
d iver  l o s t  h i s  a i r  mask while working under t he  ship. H e  w a s  
wconsious by the  time he was drawn o u t  of  t h e  water. Although 
he was rushed t o  a hosp i t a l  with-in minutes, he never 
recovered. 

NASHVILLE entered Norfolk Ship Building and Dry Dock 
Inc. t o  commence the  f i r s t  phase of her  second regular  overk 
haa l  s ince  commissioning i n  February, 1970. The f i r s t  phase 
l a s t e d  j u s t  over two months. The major accomplishments 
included rudder r epa i r s  and h u l l  sand b l a s t i ng  ( requir ing 
the  sh ip  t o  go i n t o  dry dock) and main propulsion s h a f t  and 
b a l l a s t  tank repai r .  After less than a day of sea t r i a l s ,  
NASHVILLE entered Horne Brothers Inc. Shipyard, Newport 
News ,  Va. f o r  phase two. T h e ~ e  she remained through 31 
December. Extensive a l t e rna t ions  and r epa i r s  were i n  progress 
during t h i s  period. 


