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1. I n  accordance wi th  r e f e rence  ( a ) ,  enc losures  (I) through (6) a r e  forwarded, 

copy t o  : 
COMPHIBGRU TWO 



USS MOUNT WHITNEY (LCC 20) 
SHIP'S HISTORY: 1981 

CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICAIPT EVENTS 

Jan.  1-16 

Jan .  16  
Jan. 17-23 

Jan. 23 
Jan.  24 - 
Feb. 18  
Feb. 18- 
Mar. 4 
Feb. 22 

Mar. 4-9 
Mar. 9-19 
Mar. 13-16 
Mar. 19- 
May 1 
May 1-14 
May i4 -  
3u ly  1 9  
J u l y  16  

J u l y  19-29 
J u l y  24-27 
J u l y  29- 
Aug. 20 
Aug. 20- 
Sep. 1 8  

Sep. 1 

Sep. 2 
Sep. 3 

Sep. 18-25 
Sep. 18 

Sep. 25- 
Oct. 2 
Oct.  2-6 
Oct. 6-7 
Oct. 7-19 
Oct. 8 

Inpor t  Norfolk, V i rg in i a ;  COMSECONDFLT, COMPHIBGRU TWO and 
CG FOURTHMAB embarked 
Underway f o r  Newport, Rhode I s l and  
Inpor t  Newport, Rhode I s l and  f o r  Naval War College war games 
e x e r c i s e  
Underway f o r  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  
Inpor t  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  

Underway f o r  Mobile Sea Range (MSR) e x e r c i s e  READEX 1-81 

Inpor t  Roosevelt  Roads, Puer to  Rico t o  onload equipment f o r  
READEX 1-81 
Inpor t  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  
Underway f o r  WINTEX and Por t  Everglades,  F lo rd i a  
Inpor t  Po r t  Everglades,  F l o r i d a  
Inpor t  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  

Underway f o r  e x e r c i s e  SOLID SHIELD 8 1  
Inpor t  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  

I n  ceremonies held aboard t h e  USS MOUNT WHITNEY (LCC 20) 
VADM Thomas J. Bigley was r e l i e v e d  by VADM James A. Lyons 
a s  Commander Second F l e e t .  Guests of honor included t h e  
Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy John F. Lehman, Jr., ADM Harry Tra in ,  
Commander i n  Chief A t l a n t i c  F l e e t ,  and RADM Kearns, Commander 
Amphibious Group TWO. 
Underway f o r  Type Training and Boston, Massachusetts 
Inpor t  Boston, Massachuset ts  
Inpor t  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  

Underway f o r  OCEAN VENTURE/OCEAN SAFARI: and MAGIC SWORD 
NORTH/MAGIC SWORD SOUTH. VADM James A. LYONS is  embarked 
a s  Ccmmander S t r i k i n g  F l e e t  A t l a n t i c  
Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy, John F. LEWN, Jr. ,  a r r i v e s  by 
h e l i c o p t e r  from U-SS EISENHOWER (CVN-69) t o  v i s i t  MOUNT 
WHITNEY . 
MOUNT WHITNEY c r o s s e s  t h e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e .  
M r .  A.R. BLAKER, Min i s t e r  of S t a t e ,  Great B r i t a i n  a r r i v e s  
by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  v i s i t  MOUNT WHITNEY. 
Inpor t  Lisbon, Por tuga l  
VADM DeCOSTA, Commander Maritime Cont inenta l  Command 
Por tuga l  v i s i t s  MOUNT WHITNEY. 
Underway f o r  Hal i fax ,  Nova Sco t i a  

Inpor t  Ha l i f ax ,  Nova Sco t i a  
Underway f o r  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  
Inpor t  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  
ADM Harry TRAIN, Commander-in-Chief A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  and 
ADM MAEDA, Chief of S t a f f  Japanese Maritime Self  Defense 
Force v i s i t  MOUNT WHITNEY 
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Oct. 1 0  

Oct. 19-21 
Oct. 21- 
Nov. 9 
Oct.  26 

NOV. 12-16 
Nov. 25- 
Dec. 31  
Dec. 7 

Dec. 31  

USS MOUNT WHITNEY (LCC 20) 
SHIP'S HISTORY: 1981 

CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Change of Command: CAPT Vernon C .  Smith i s  r e l i eved  by 
CAPT David M. Bennett as Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS MOUNT 
WHITNEY (LCC 20) 
Underway f o r  VACAPES 
Inpor t  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  

CAPT Capel le ,  head of French M i l i t a r y  Mission, SACLANT, 
v i s i t s  MOUNT WHITNEY 
Underway f o r  Mobile Sea Range (MSR) e x e r c i s e  READEX 1-82 
and San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Inpor t  San Juan,  Puerto Rico 
Inpor t  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  

RADM Hervey, Chief B r i t i s h  Naval S t a f f ,  v i s i t s  
MOUNT WHITNN 
Inpor t  Norfolk Vi rg in i a  
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USS MOUNT WHITNEY (LCC-20) 
NARRATIVE OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Feb. 18- 
Mar. 4 

May 1-14 

J u l y  16 

Aug. 20- 
Oct. 7 

Oct. 10 

iGov. 9- 
Nov. 25 

During Mobile Sea Range (MSR) READEX 1-81, NOUNT WHITNEY was 
t h e  Mobile Sea Range Operat ions Center (MROC). The command 
s h i p  c o n t r o l l e d  l i v e  m i s s i l e  f i r i n g s  f o r  seven s h i p s .  

During exe rc i se  SOLID SHIELD 81 MOUNT WHITNqY served a s  com- 
mand.ship f o r  VADM Thomas J.  Bigley,  Commander Second F l e e t ,  
and RADM Warren C.  Ham, Commander Amphibious Group TWO. RADM 
Hamm d i r e c t e d  ope ra t ions  of SOLID SHIELD 81 from MOUNT WHITNEY. 

I n  ceremonies he ld  aboard MOUNT WHITNEY VADM Thomas J .  Bigley 
was r e l i e v e d  by VADM James A. Lyons a s  Commander Second F l e e t .  
Guests of honor included t h e  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy, John F. 
Lehman, Jr., ADM Harry Tra in ,  Commander-in-Chief A t l a n t i c  
F l e e t ,  and RADM Kearns, Commander Amphibious Group Two. 

MOUNT WHITNEY p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  OCEAN VENTURE/OCEAN SAFARI and 
MAGIC SWORD NORTH/MAGIC SWORD SOUTH i n  one df t h e  l a r g e s t  
peacetime naval  e x e r c i s e s  i n  h i s t o r y .  VADM James A. Lyons 
was embarked as Commander S t r i k i n g  F l e e t  A t l a n t i c  dur ing  these  
exe rc i se s .  On September 1 t h e  Secre ta ry  of t h e  Navy, John F. 
Lehman, Jr. ,  a r r i v e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  from t h e  USS EISENHOWER 
(CVN-64) f o r  a one day v i s i t  aboard MOUNT WHITNEY. On Sep- 
tember 2 MOUNT WHITNEY crossed  t h e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e  and her  
crewmen became members of t h e  Order of t h e  Bluenose. U ~ o n  
completion of MOUNT WHITMEY's r o l e  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e s  p o r t  c a l l s  
were made i n  Lisbon, Por tuga l  and Hal i fax ,  Nova Sco t i a .  

I n  ceremonies held aboard MOUNT WTNEY CAPT Vernon C .  Smith 
w a s  r e l i e v e d  by CAPT David M. Bennett a s  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
USS MOUNT WHITNEY GCC-20). Guests of honor f o r  t h e  ceremony 
i n c l u d d  \AD14 James A. Lyons, Commander Second F l e e t ,  and 
CAPT J. 3. Kingston, Commander Amphibious Squadron Pour and 
former Comma?dii.g Gf f i c e r  of MOUNT TJHITNEY. 

During Mobile Sea Range CMSR) READEX 1-82, MOUNT WHITNEY was 
t h e  Mobile Sea Range Operat ions Center (MROC). The command 
sh ip )conbro l l ed  l i v e  missile f i r i n g s  f o r  si* sh ips .  
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USS MOUNT WHITNEY (LCC-20) 
FACT SHEET 

The USS MOUNT WHITNEY (LCC-20) was cons t ruc ted  by t h e  Newport News Shipbuilding 
and Drydock Company, and i s  t h e  second i n  t h e  Blue Ridge c l a s s  of command sh ips .  

The s h i p  i s  named f o r  t h e  14,946 f o o t  peak i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Nevada mountain range 
i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  f i r s t  s h i p  i n  t h e  Navy t o  bear  t h i s  name. 

The 620 f o o t  MOUNT WHITNEY, wi th  a complement of 750 men and o f f i c e r s ,  s e rves  
a s  f l a g s h i p  f o r  t h e  Commander, U.S. Second F l e e t  and t h e  Commanding General ,  Fourth 
Marine Amphibious Brigade. The s h i p  is homeported i n  Norfolk, V i rg in i a .  

Since commissioning, t h e  s h i p  has p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  f l e e t  e x e r c i s e s  i n  t h e  
Mediterranean, t h e  Caribbean and t h e  North A t l a n t i c .  The s h i p  underwent two s i x  
month overhauls  i n  t h e  Ph i l ade lph ia  Naval shipyards,  i n  1974 and aga in  i n  1979. 
MOUNT WHITNEY1s long l i s t  of accomplishments and awards inc ludes  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
J u l y  4,  1976 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Naval Review i n  New York Ci ty ,  s i x  B a t t l e  E f f i c i ency  ("El') 
awards, r e c e i p t  of t h e  Mer i tor ious  Unit  Commendation and numerous department e f f i c i e n c y  
awards. MOUNT WHITNEY won consecut ive  B a t t l e  "El' Awards i n  1972, 1973, and 1974; and 
repea ted  t h i s  i n  1978, 1979, and 1980. Add i t iona l ly ,  i n  1980 t h e  sh ip  won two depar t -  
mental e f f i c i e n c y  awards i n  Engineering, Amphibious Assau l t ,  and E lec t ron ic  Warfare. 
MOUNT WHITNEY won he r  t h i r d  consecut ive  e f f i c i e n c y  awards i n  Surface t o  A i r  M i s s i l e  
Systems and i n  Communications. 

One of t h e  l a r g e s t  and most soph i s t i ca t ed  command s h i p s  ever  commissioned, 
MOUNT WHITNEY embodies elements  of some of t h e  l a t e s t  m i l i t a r y  command and communi- 
c a t i o n s  systems c u r r e n t l y  i n  ope ra t ion ,  a f l o a t  o r  ashore.  A modular amphibious 
c o n t r o l  c e n t e r  g i v e s  t h e  Amphibious Task Force Commander c o n t r o l  of a l l  t a c t i c a l  
phases of landing  opera t ion .  Th i s  c o n t r o l  i s  g r e a t l y  enhanced by MOUNT WHITNEYts NTDS 
(Naval T a c t i c a l  Data System) which p re sen t s  a n  ins tan taneous  v i s u a l  d i s p l a y  of t h e  
t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  of f r i e n d l y  and enemy fo rces .  The h e a r t  of t h e  system i s  t h e  
computer system, f o u r  computers l oca t ed  i n  t h e  Automatic Data Processing Module. D i s -  
p lay  of t a c t i c a l  information and r e a l  t ime t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  is  a v a i l a b l e  from any 
one of t h e  28 consoles  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  va r ious  command c o n t r o l  modules. This  complex 
i s  served by one of t h e  l a r g e s t  t a c t i c a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  c e n t e r s  and communications u n i t s  
i n  t h e  Navy. 

There a r e  many i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s  about MOUNT WHITNEY. 

The s h i p ' s  communications c e n t e r  can handle 75,000 messages a month, and i t s  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  c e n t e r  is  t h e  most soph i s t i ca t ed  of i t s  kind a f l o a t  I n  any navy. 

Although her  main f i g h t i n g  equipment i s  her  e l e c t r o n i c s  and communications s u i t e ,  
MOUNT WHITNEY i s  a l s o  armed wi th  two r ap id  f i r e  3"/50 gun mounts and the  Basic Poin t  
Defense M i s s i l e  System c o n s i s t i n g  of two launchers  capable of f i r i n g  e i g h t  Sparrow I11 
m i s s i l e s  each. 

The s h i p  c a r r i e s  enough food t o  feed t h e  crew f o r  n ine ty  days. It a l s o  can  t r ans -  
p o r t  s u p p l i e s  t o  support  a n  emergency evacuat ion of 3,000 people,  should t h i s  be 
necessary.  Its evapora tors  produce over 100,000 ga l lons  of f r e s h  water d a i l y ,  enough 
t o  meet t h e  needs of a l a r g e  ocean l i n e r .  
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The s h i p  t r a v e l s  a t  a maximum speed of 23 knots  and her  f u e l  c a p a c i t y  i s  over 
1,000,000 g a l l o n s  of Navy d i s t i l l a t e  and JP-5 f u e l .  This  would permit  t he  s h i p  t o  
steam a t  16 knots  f o r  35 days---from Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  t o  14ozambique i n  t h e  Indian  
Ocean and back. 

The s h i p ' s  two anchors  weigh 11 tons  each and a r e  a t t ached  t o  180 fathoms 
(1080 f e e t )  of anchor cha in .  Each cha in  weighs about 25 tons .  T h e  rudder is over 
25 f e e t  t a l l  and enables  t h e  s h i p  t o  t u r n  i n  a c i r c l e  500 yards  i n  diameter .  Total  
e l e c t r i c a l  capac i ty  is 7,500 k i l o w a t t s ,  a s u f f i c i e n t  amount t o  power a smal l  c i t y .  
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LIST OF COMMANDING OFFFICERS 
OF USS MOUNT WHITNEY 

1. C a p t a i n  0. G .  BAIRD, USN, r e l i e v e d  January  5,  1973 

2. C a p t a i n  R.  F. DUNN, USN, r e l i e v e d  June  21, 1974 

3. C a p t a i n  L .  H. BIBBY, USN, r e l i e - ~ e d  J u n e  12,  1976 

4. C a p t a i n  R. M. BURRIS, USN, r e l i e v e d  September 2, 1977 

5 .  C a p t a i n  J .  J .  KINGSTON, USN, r e l i e v e d  January  26, 1980 

6 .  C a p t a i n  V .  C .  SMITH, USN, r e l i e v e d  October 10,  1981 

7. C a p t a i n  D .  M. BENNETT, USN, Commanding through 1981 
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