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CW4W HISTORY 1989 

CHRONOLOGY 

BATTLE FORCE INPORT TRAINING(BF1T): 9 - 27 JANUARY 

FLEET EXERCISE (ADVANCED) 2-89: 8 - 27 FEBRUARY 

NUCLEAR TECHNICAL PROFICIENCY INSPECTION (NTPI): 6 - 7 MARCH 

COMBAT SYSTEMS READINESS REVIEW(CSRR) PHASE I: 1 3  - 1 7  MARCH 

AVIATION CERTIFICATION(AVCERT): 1 3  - 1 7  MARCH 

AVIATION READINESS EXAM(ARE) : 1 3  - 1 7  MARCH 

COMMAND INSPECTION: 1 3  - 1 7  MARCH 

NAVAL SAFETY CENTER SURVEY: 1 3  - 1 7  MARCH 

MOBILE BAY EARNED SECNAV IENERGY CONSERVATION AWARD: 1 APRIL 

SUPPLY MANAGEMENT INSPECTON: 10  - 2 1  APRIL 

3M INSPECTION: 1 0  - 2 1  APRIL 

COMBAT SYSTEMS READINESS REVIEW(CSRR) PHASE 11: 10 - 2 1  APRIL 

MEDI.TERRANEAN/INDIAN OCEAN DEPLOYMENT 11 MAY - 30 SEPTEMBER 

PORT V IS IT  MALAGA, SPAIN: 2 4  - 29 MAY 

PORT' V IS IT  BENIDORM, SPAIN: 3 - 8 JUNE 

EMBARK COMMANDER DESTROYEF? SQUADRON TWENTY-TWO: 6 JUNE 

NATIONAL WEEK EXERCISE: 9 - 14  JUNE 

PORT V IS IT  HAIFA, ISRAEL: 1 9  - 23 JUNE 

DEBARK COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY-TWO: 2 1  JUNE 

TRANSIT OF SUEZ CANAL: 24 JUNE 

TRANSIT OF GULF OF ADEN/RED SEA: 25 - 29 JUNE 

OPERATIONS I N  GULF OF OMAN: 25 JUNE - 9 JULY 

TRANSIT OF INDIAN OCEAN SOUTHWARD TO DIEGO GARCIA: 9 - 18  JULY 

EMBARK COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY-TWO: 9 JULY 
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BATTLE GROUP WEAPONS WEEK EXERCISES: 11 - 17 JULY 

MOBILE BAY'S FIRST CROSSING OF THE EQUATOR: 12 JULY 

PORT V IS IT  DIEGO GARCIA: 18 - 21 JULY 

DEBARK COMMANDER DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY-TWO: 19 JULY 

TRANSIT OF INDIAN OCEAN NORTHWARD ENROUTE THAILAND: 21 - 27 JULY 

PORT V IS IT  PHUKET, THAILAND; 27 JULY - 1 AUGUST 

TRANSIT INDIAN OCEAN WESTWARD ENROUTE NORTH ARABIAN SEA: 1 - 8 AUGUST 

OPERATIONS NORTH ARABIAN SEA: 8 - 17 AUGUST 
(MOBILE BAY RECEIVED THE ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL FOR 
OPERATIONS CONDUCTED WHILE I N  THE NORTH ARABIAN SEA. MEDAL 
AUTHORIZED 1 JAN 90 

MOBILE BAY EARNS SEA SERVIlCE DEPLOYMENT RIBBON: 11 AUG 

PORT V IS IT  MUSCAT, OMAN: 14 - 17 AUGUST 

TRANSIT SOUTHWARD TO RED SEA: 17 - 31 AUGUST 

PASSEX WITH OMAN1 NAVY: 19 - 23 AUGUST 

TRANSIT NORTHWARD THROUGH RED SEA: 1 - 5 SEPTEMBER 

PASSEX WITH ROYAL NAVY: 2 - 4 SEPTEMBER 

TRANSIT THROUGH SUEZ CANAL.: 5 SEPTEMBER 

ASSISTANCE I N  EVACUATION OF AMERICAN EMBASSY I N  LEBANON: 6 SEPTEMBER 

TRANSIT TO WESTMED ENROUTE PALMA, SPAIN: 6 - 9 SEPTEMBER 

PORT V IS IT  PALMA, SPAIN: 9 - 12 SEPTEMBER 

PORT V IS IT  NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND: 22 - 25 SEPTEMBER 

OPERATIONAL PROPULSION PLANT EXAMINATION (OPPE) : 25 - 27 SEPTEMBER 

ARRIVE MAYPORT, FLORIDA: 30 SEPTEMBER 

PORT V IS IT  HOUSTON, TEXAS: 12 - 1 8  NOVEMBER 

PORT V IS IT  BARBADOS: 2 - 5 DECEMBER 

NAVAL- GUNFIRE SUPPORT (NGFS): 6 - 8 DECEMBER 
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ADVANCED ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE (ASW) EXERCISES: 9 - 12 DECEMBER 

ARRIVE MAYPORT: 15 DECEMBER 
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NAWWTIVE -- 
On 9 January 1989, wh i le  i n p o r t  Mayport, FL., MOBILE BAY i n  con junc t ion  

w i t h  USS AMERICA, C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing ONE, USS DALE, USS LAWRENCE, USS COMTE DE 

GRASSE, USS JOSEPH HEWES, and USS SEATTLE, schedu led d e p l o y e r s  f o r  

Medi.terranean/Indian Ocean Deployment 2-89, p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  B a t t l e  Force 

I n p c ~ r t  T ra in ing  (BFIT), an exerc ise designed t o  t r a i n  the  B a t t l e  Group fo r  

underway operat ions wh i le  s t i l l  i n  respect ive  homeports. The t r a i n i n g  was 

conclucted dur ing  working hours f o r  near ly  th ree weeks and was concluded on 

27 January. 

Throughout most of February the  Med/IO u n i t s ,  now designated B a t t l e  

Group Golf under t h e  t a c t i c a l  command of Commander, Cruiser  Destroyer Group 

TWO, p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  F l e e t  Exerc ise (Advanced) 2-89, conducted i n  the  Puerto 

R i c a n  O p e r a t i n g  Areas. MOBILE BAY f u n c t i o n e d  as t h e  Ant i -Air  War fare  

Commander and coordinated a Mobi le Sea Range M i s s i l e  Exerc ise which inc luded 

a Remote Target Launch On Search (RTLOS) l i v e  m i s s i l e  f i r i n g  w i t h  USS DALE. 

MOBILE BAY successfu~ l ly  passed her  second Naval Technical P ro f i c iency  

Inspect ion  (NTPI) on 6-7 March with no major discrepancies. During t h e  week 

o f  13  March MOBILE BAY passed s i x  a d d i t i o n a l  i n s p e c t i o n s :  A v i a t i o n  

C e r t , i f i c a t i o n  (AVCERT), A v i a t i o n  Readiness Exam (ARE), Combat Systems 

Readiness Review (CSRR) Phase I, a NAVAL SAFETY CENTER survey, and a Command 

I n s p e c t i o n  conducted by COMCRUDESGRU TWELVE, RADM R. G. G u i l b a u l t .  A l l  

i n s p e c t i o n s  were  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  w i t h  no m a j o r  

discrepancies. During the  week of 10 A p r i l  t he  s e r i e s  of Pre-Deployment 

I n s p e c t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  a s  MOBILE BAY p a s s e d  a S u p p l y  

Management I n s p e c t i o n  (SMI),  CSRR Phase 11, and a COMNAVSURFLANT 3M 

i n s p e c t i o n .  H a v i n g  c o m p l e t e d  a l l  P l a n  o f  O v e r s e a s  Movement (POM) 
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requirements, MOBILE BAY was ready i n  a l l  respects t o  conduct her  f i r s t  

depl.oyment . 
On t h e  morn ing o f  11 May, MOBILE BAY, w i t h  HSL 44 Detachment 7 

embarked, d e p a r t e d  Maypor t ,  F l o r i d a  f o r  h e r  maiden deployment t o  t h e  

Med i te r ranead lnd ian  Ocean. Af te r  rendezvous w i t h  the  other  u n i t s  o f  t h e  

USS AMERICA B a t t l e  Group, MOBILE BAY assumed d u t i e s  as Fo rce  A n t i - A i r  

Warfare Commander as t h e  B a t t l e  Group t r a n s i t e d  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean. 

F o l l o w i n g  i n c h o p  t o  t h e  Med i te r ranean  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  command o f  

Commander, SIXTH F lee t ,  MOBILE BAY a r r i v e d  i n  Malaga, Spain f o r  a four day 

p o r t  v i s i t .  A f t e r  a week o f  Western Med Operations, MOBILE BAY v i s i t e d  

Benidorm, Spain f o r  s i x  days du r ing  which Commander Destroyer Squadron 

TWENTY-TWO embarked MOB1L.E BAY as t h e  B a t t l e  Group Anti-Submarine Warfare 

( ASW) Commander. 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p o r t  v i s i t s  i n  S p a i n ,  AMERICA'S B a t t l e  Group 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  "Nat ional  Week," an exerc ise i n v o l v i n g  th ree Car r i e r  B a t t l e  

Groups operat ing i n  the  Cent ra l  Mediterranean. The f i r s t  p o r t i o n  of the  

deployment was completed with a p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Haifa, I s r a e l  dur ing  which 

Commander Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-TWO debarked MOBILE BAY. 

MOBILE BAY conducted the  t r a n s i t  o f  t he  Suez Canal i n  company w i t h  

B a t t l e  Group G o l f  on  24 June. F o l l o w i n g  t h e  t r a n s i t ,  t h e  B a t t l e  Group 

t r a n s i t e d  t h e  Gu l f  o f  Aden and the  Red Sea enroute the  Gul f  o f  Oman f o r  

th ree weeks o f  operat ions. Upon completion, the  B a t t l e  Group t r a n s i t e d  

south t o  Oiego Garcia f o r  an upkeep pe r iod  and maintenance a v a i l a b i l i t y .  

Enrot~te,  Commander Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Two re-embarked MOBILE BAY. On 

12 Ju ly  MOBILE BAY entered the  domain o f  Neptunus Rex, r u l e r  of t h e  Raging 

M a i n ,  and  i n i t i a t e d  a l l  P o l l y w o g s  i n t o  t h e  A n c i e n t  O r d e r  o f  
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Shel lbacks i n  order t o  p u r i f y  the  sh ip  f o r  c ross ing the  Equator, which 

occurred the  same day. 

Fo l lowing a r r i v a l  i n  the  Diego Garcia Operating Area, t h e  B a t t l e  Group 

conducted a llWeapons WeekN which provided numerous m i s s i l e  and gun f i r i n g  

exercises. This t r a i n i n g  exerc ise was conducted w i t h  u n i t s  o f  Mari t ime 

Prepos i t i on ing  Squadron One and inc luded l i v e  m i s s i l e  f i r i n g s  for  MOBILE 

BAY, USS DALE, USS LAWRENCE and a i r c r a f t  from C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing One, f o r  

which t h e  Commanding 0ff ic:er MOBILE BAY was the  OCE. 

During the  sho r t  maintenance a v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  Diego Garcia, Commander 

Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-.TWO conducted a Surface Warfare T ra in ing  Week w i t h  

t h e  o v e r a l l  Championship b e i n g  won by  MOBILE BAY. Before  d e p a r t u r e ,  

Commander Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-TWO debarked MOBILE BAY f o r  USS DALE. 

A f t e r  a b r i e f  underway pe r iod  and operat ions i n  the Eastern Ind ian  

Ocean, MOBILE BAY a r r i v e d  i n  Phuket, Thai land on 27 J u l y  f o r  a 5 day p o r t  

v i s i t .  Nat iona l  Tasking l e d  t o  an emergency s o r t i e  and B a t t l e  Group Go l f  

t r a n s i t  back t o  the  Nor th  Arabian Sea f o r  Contingency Operations i n  the  Gu l f  

While i n  the  Gul f ,  MOBILE BAY p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an PASSEX w i t h  u n i t s  o f  

t he  Sul tanate o f  Oman's Navy and HMS NIOTTINGHAM. The exerc ise concluded 

w i t h  a b r i e f  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  M u s c a t ,  Oman f rom 1 4  t o  1 6  A u g u s t .  

Fo l lowing two a d d i t i o n a l  weeks i n  the  North Arabian Sea, B a t t l e  Group 

Golf re turned t o  the  Red Sea enroute t o  a 5 September t r a n s i t  of t h e  Suez 

Canal. During the  t r a n s i t ,  MOBILE BAY p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  PASSEXes w i t h  t h e  

Royal Navy and the  Royal Saudi Arabian Navy. 

Upon inchop t o  SIXTHF'LT, emergency task ing  kept  t h e  B a t t l e  Group i n  t h e  

Eastern Mediterranean as AMERICA'S B a t t l e  Group, i n  company w i t h  USS CORAL 
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SEA, responded t o  task ing  from Commander S i x t h  F l e e t  for  d i r e c t  support o f  

t h e  evacuation of the  American Embassy i n  Be i ru t ,  Lebanon on 6 September. 

Fo l lowing successful evacuation operat ions, t he  B a t t l e  Group departed f o r  

t he  Western Mediterranean and MOBILE BAY s a i l e d  t o  Palma, Spain f o r  her  l a s t  

p o r t  v i s i t  du r ing  the  deployment. Fo l lowing departure from Palma, MOBILE BAY 

detached from AMERICA I s  B a t t l e  Group and rendezvoused w i t h  USS CORAL SEA as 

her  escor t  f o r  t r a n s i t  home from her l a s t  deployment. MOBILE BAY t r a n s i t e d  

the  S t r a i t s  o f  G i b r a l t a r  on 13 September and began the  Westerly crossing o f  

t he  A t l a n t i c .  

P r i o r  t o  r e t u r n i n g  t o  homeport, MOBILE BAY stopped i n  Newport, Rhode 

I s l a n d  t o  embark P r o p u l s i o n  Examin ing Board members f o r  an O p e r a t i o n a l  

Propuls ion P l a n t  Examination (OPPE) which was successfu l ly  completed 25 - 27 

September. 

MOBILE BAY re turned t o  Mayport on 29 September. Fo l lowing a one month 

leave and upkeep per iod,  t.he sh ip  s e t  s a i l  on 7 November fo r  Houston, Texas 

where the  crew p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the  75th  Anniversary Celebrat ion o f  the  P o r t  

of Houston. Return ing t o  Mayport on 22 November, t h e  sh ip  completed 

preparat ions f o r  upcoming Naval Gunfire Support Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  

On 27 November, MOBILE BAY t r a n s i t e d  south f o r  a th ree  day p o r t  v i s i t  

t o  B r idge town ,  Barbados as an o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  t h e  Barbados 

Independence Celebrat ions. Fo l lowing the  p o r t  v i s i t  MOBILE BAY conducted 

Naval Gunf i re Support (NGFS) exerc ises i n  Vieques, Puerto Rico. MOBILE BAY 

received an o v e r a l l  grade o f  99.4 f o r  t he  f i v e  exercises, w i t h  no exerc ise 

r e f i r i n g s  o r  m is f i res .  Fo l lowing NGFS q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  t he  sh ip  p a r t i c i p a t e d  

i n  Advanced ASW E x e r c i s e s  on t h e  S t .  C r o i x  A c o u s t i c  Range. MOBILE BAY 

re turned t o  Mayport on 15 December. 
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A t  the  yea r ' s  end, MOBILE BAY looked back over the  demanding, and 

p ro fess iona l l y  s a t i s f y i n g  year with pr ide .  Most o f  t he  Plankowners have 

d e p a r t e d  MOBILE BAY as we approach ou r  t h i r d  b i r t h d a y ,  and a new, 

en thus ias t i c  crew has taken t h e i r  place. MOBILE BAY i s  ded ica t ing  many 

hours coord inat ing  a f u t u r e  homeport s h i f t  t o  Yokosuka, Japan, as p lans for 

MOBILE BAY'S f i r s t  S e l e c t e d  R e s t r i c t e d  A v a i l a b i l i t y  (SRA) a r e  b e i n g  

f i n a l i z e d .  
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