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1. I n  accordance w i t h  re fe rence (a), enc losure (1 )  i s  submitted. 

CHARLES J. B Pis E S, JR. 

Copy to:  
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USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL (SSN 708) 

Comnand H i  s t o r y  

USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL was commissioned 10 March 1984, was assigned 
t o  Comnander Submarine Squadron TWO and was homeported i n  Groton, 
Connecticut. F i r s t  Comnanding O f f i c e r  was Captain Ralph Schl ichter ,  USN, 
(USNA 64). The f i r s t  month o f  comnissioning found USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL 
extremely busy, underway each week prov id ing services f o r  other SSNs i n  t h e i r  
Preparat ion f o r  Overseas Movement (POM) work-ups and completing f i n a l  BQQ-5 
sonar c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  I n  Ap r i l ,  USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL was underway f i r s t  
t o  Roosevelt Roads and Saint  Croix f o r  Weapons Systems Acceptance T r i a l s  
(WSAT), then t o  Exuma Sound for  acoustic t r i a l s .  Returning t o  homeport 3 
May, USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL was underway again on 7 May f o r  a Readiness 
Exercise. I npo r t  f o r  a weekend, she was once again underway 14 May i n  
support o f  COMPATWING 5 out  o f  NAS Brunswick. USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL 
returned t o  homeport on 20 May and spent the remainder o f  the month 
undergoing refresher t r a i n i n g  and Guarantee Mater i  a1 Inspect ion (GMI ) by the 
Board o f  Inspect ion and Survey (INSURV). The f i r s t  week o f  June brought MK- 
48 Tra in ing and C e r t i f i c a t i o n  Program (TCP) Phase I t r a i n i n g  inpor t .  On 8 
June USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL was underway f o r  Phase I 1  a t  Autec Range. A 
two day l i b e r t y  stop a t  Por t  Canaveral on 16 June, and USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT 
PAUL was underway t o  Guantanamo Bay t o  provide services f o r  surface u n i t s  
undergoing re f resher  t ra in ing ,  re tu rn ing  t o  Groton on 26 June and remaining 
i n p o r t  f o r  the remainder o f  the month. On 9 July, USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL 
was underway conducting operations w i th  USS SKIPJACK (SSN 585). Back i n  po r t  
f o r  the weekend, she was underway on 16 J u l y  f o r  Operational Reactor 
Safeguards Examination (ORSE) work-up and then on t o  USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT 
PAUL's f i r s t  ORSE, successful ly  completed 23-24 July. On 26 July, Commander 
Charles J. BEERS, Jr .  (USNA 67) re l i eved  Captain Ralph Sch l ich ter  t o  become 
the second Comnanding O f f i c e r  o f  USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL. The month o f  
August w i l l  ho ld  a specia l  place f o r  e igh t  young men whose fa thers  or  
brothers serve aboard USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL: 7 August was the 
comnencement o f  USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL's f i r s t  dependent's cruise. This 
underway held an added t r e a t  because USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL was also 
prov id ing support services t o  USS MOOSEBRUGER and a P-3 squadron out o f  
Brunswick. A f t e r  coming i n t o  p o r t  t o  l e t  o f f  the dependents on 12 August, 
USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL was underway on 14 August t o  conduct sha f t  t es t i ng  
before comnencing Post Shakedown Avai 1 ab i  1 i ty  (PSA) a t  General Dynamics 
E l e c t r i c  Boat D iv i s ion  Shipyard i n  Groton, Connecticut on 15 August. 23 
November saw the completion o f  PSA three and a hal f  weeks ahead o f  schedule. 
On 1 December, USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL was underway f o r  the f i n a l  time, 
t h i s  year t o  change homeport from Groton, Connecticut t o  Norfolk, V i rg in ia .  
On the t r i p  she ca r r ied  ten dist inguished v i s i t o r s  from Minneapol i s-Saint 
Paul who had organized support f o r  the  sh ip  through the Navy League and the 
USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL Comnissioning Comni t tee.  A f t e r  p u l l  i n g  i n t o  po r t  
on 3 December, USS MINNEAPOLIS-SAINT PAUL went i n t o  a standdown schedule f o r  
the holidays, o f f i c i a l l y  t r ans fe r r i ng  t o  Comnander Submarine Squadron EIGHT 
on 15 December 1984. 


