
USS MCINERNEY (FFG-8) COMMAND HISTORY 

The Guided Missle F r iga te  USS MCINERNEY (FFG-81, f i r s t  follow s h i p  and second 
s h i p  i n  t h e  Oliver Hazard PERRY Class Program, is  designed t o  provide p ro tec t ion  
f o r  m i l i t a r y  and mercanti le  convoys. Her s p e c i f i c  a b i l i t i e s  a r e  three-fold: t o  
d e t e c t  and a t t a c k  submarines, des t roy  ant i -sh ip  miss i l e s  launched from enemy subs, 
a i r c r a f t  o r  surface  sh ips ,  and t o  des t roy enemy surface  ships .  

The propulsion system i s  a computer-controlled gas turbine  power p l a n t  cons i s t ing  
of 2 U.4 2500 gas turbines  with 4 a u x i l i a r y  d i e s e l  generators  f o r  power. 

The Combat System i s  a new and innovative design,  provEding a computerized 
command and decis ion  system in te r faced  with t h e  s h i p ' s  weapons and sensors.  

9 i e  siiips c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  as follows: 

Displacement: 3400 tons 
Dimensions: 445 f t  i n  length ,  47 f t  i n  beam 
Complement: 12 o f f i c e r s ,  164 Enl is ted  
Propulsion: TWO General E l e c t r i c  LM 2500 Gqs Turbines 40,000 t o t a l  s h a f t  

horsepower 
Two 350 horsepower e l e c t r i c  d r i v e  a u x i l i a r y  propulsion u n i t s  
One con t ro l l ab le  r e v e r s i b l e  p i t c h  propel lor  
Four Ship Service Diesel  Generators 

Max Speed: 28 + knots 

Ai rc ra f t :  Two SE-2 LAMPS Helicopters  

Armament: MK 13 MOD 4 Guided Wissle Launcher with standard Surface t o  Air 
and Hqrpoon Syxface t o  Surface Missles. 
MK 75 76 MM Rapid F i r i n g  Gun 

b 

Two Tr ip le  Tube MK32 ASW Torpedo Mounts. 

Combat Systems: AN/SQS-56 Dig i t a l  Sonar 
AN/SPS-49 and SPS-55 Radars 
AW/SLO-32 Countermeasures Receiving Se t  
MK92 MOD 2 F i r e  Control System 
Two UYX-7 Computers which i n t e g r a t e  a l l  weapons and sensors.  

MCINERNEY's kee l  was l a i d  on the  16th of January i n  1978. On the  4 th  of November 
1978, t h e  launching of USS MCINERNEY occurred a t  Bath Xron Works Corporation i n  Bath, ME. 
Present  f o r  t h e  occasion was Joan McInerney KELLEY, daughter of t h e  l a t e  Vice A d m i r a l  
Francis  Xavier MCINERNEY and sponser of the  sh ip ,  and John F. SUhLIVAN Jr., Pres ident  
of Bath Iron Works. Also p resen t  were the  Honorable Thornqs J. MCINTYRE;, United S ta tes  
Senator from New Hampshire, t h e  Honorable Edmund S. YUSKIE, United S t a t e s  Senator from 
Maine, t h e  Honorable James B. LONGLEY, Governor of Maine, Doctor David E. MANN, Ass is tant  
Secretary of t h e  Navy, t h e  Honorable Dqvid F. FPIERY, United S tq tes  Congressman from 
Maine and Rear Admiral Edward J. OTTH, USN, Special  Ass is tant  f o r  Shipbuilding Naval 
Sea Systems Command. 



During June thru October 1979, the Pre-Commissioning Unit and Detail were formed. 
The goal of the precommissioning training for MCINERNEY was to ensure that the ship was 
manned by a highly qualified crew. Considering the complexity of new systems and the 
implementation of the reduced manning concept, a need was recognized for specialized 
team/cross rate training as well as individual billet qual2fic~tion. 

The MCINERNEY'S precomissioning crew was divided Into groups, the un&t which 
comprised about 35 percent of the total crew, assembled in Ju2y of 1279 qt Bath Iron 
Works, Bath, ME. The unit worked closely with the Fleet Intxoduction Team which was 
already established at Bath for the FPG-7 Class Shtps, to witness tests of machinery 
and equipment, and became fwiliar w2th the details of operqttng the ship qnd %s 
equipment, and served as on-the-job instructors for the de.tat1. The Prospecttve 
Commanding Officer (PCO) assumed command of the pre-comm unAt. 

The balance of the crew (detail) consisted of the men who were ordered to MCINERNEY 
via Fleet Training Center, U. S. Naval Station, Norfolk, VA, That group underwent extensive 
formal training at various school conmqnds in the Tkdewqter area. The Prospective 
Executive Officer (PXO) remained with the Balance Crew, ~ssumblg the responsibility for 
the training received. 

Builders Trials comenced on the 25th of Septemer 1979, with the shQ operqting 
under BIW control off the Coqst of Mqlne, Final e~qluqt;;ion of machinery and Combqt Systems 
was accomplished by the yard at that time. 

The MCINERNEY completed final acceptance trials on the 2nd of October 1979 before 
the Navy Board of Inspection and Syrvey, headed by Admiral BULKELEY, Def2ciencies 
were identified at that tine by the Nqvy Board qnd qIterqt2ons m r e  ipmediqtely stqrted 
to improve these areas. 

The detail arrived from Norfolk, VA on the 18th of November 1979 to begin 
training and learn their way around the ship. 

On 19 November 1979, the USS MCXNERNEY was delivered by BIW to the U. S. Navy in 
a small ceremony on board. The first prodqction model of the new frigate class was 
delivered llweeks ahead of schedule and 5 million dollars below cost. 

e~ the 7th of Decemhzr 1973, the Propulsion Examination Zcard of SURFWIT (PEE) 
arrived and conducted Phase I of the bight Off Examination (LOE) on the Engineering 
Department. All areas were satisfactoily completed. 

Commissioning of the USS MCINEFNEY (FFG-8) occurred on 15 December 1979 wid 
military fanfare and many dignataries. The USS MCTNEIWEY fo~lJ,y joine4 the N W y  
two years to the month after the cowqissioning of the. prototype leaqer of the class, 
the Oliver Hazard PERRY (FFG-7). 

Present for the ceremony were the sponser and her fami;ly, Joan Mcrnerney mLLEY, 
Vice Admiral MCINEFNEY'S son Robert MCXNKFWEY, grandson PhllJP MCXNERNF;Y md grand- 
daughter Cqroline fceLLEY. 

Keynote speaker was Secretary of the Navy Edwrd WXDALGO, 



Vice Admiral John D. JOHNSON, Commander, Naval Surface Force, U. S. Atlantic 
F lee t ,  was the  Senior Naval Officer par t i c ipa t ing  i n  the  ceremony. Also present 
were Captain Charles L. MULL, USN, Navy Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Conversion and 
Repair a t  Bath Iron Works, Captain W i l l i a m  B. LATHAM, USN, Commander, Destroyer 
Squadron TWELVE, John F. SULLIVAN Jr., President and Chief Executive b%ficer of 
Bath Iron Works. 

Rear Admiral C a r l  A. BRJ3TTSCHNEIDER1 Commandant of the Fourth Nqvq1 DistxLct ,  
placed the ship i n t o  conmission, with Cqmmander J. S. BERG of Southington, Connecticut, 
assuming command of the vessel .  

Commander BERG was born on . Following graduation from the W.  S. 
Naval Academy i n  1962, he w a s  ordered t o  duty aboard USS MULLANT, where he served as 
F i r s t  Lieutenant and ASW Officer u n t i l  1964. 

Between 1964 and 1967 he served on WSS GALVESTON and USS SHIELDS, a t  which t i m e  
he served as an advisor t o  a Vietnamese r i v e r  gunboat. 

I n  1968, CDR BERG reported t o  the  Naval Post-Grqduate Sahool, mere he earned 
h i s  Master of Science Degree i n  Ocean Engineering. He retyrned t o  sea dyty i n  1971, 
where he served a s  a Weapons Officer aboard USS PREBLE u n t i l  1974. 

After attending the  Armed Forces Staff  College f o r  one year, he reported aboqrd 
USS LAWRENCE a s  Executive Officer,  and served i n  t h a t  capacfky yntiA September 1976. 
Until h i s  se lect ion a s  Prospecttve Comandlng Officer of: USS MCXIWRNEY i n  1978, CDR 
BERG served a s  operational Test.  Coordinator f o r  FFG-7 a t  COMOPTEVFOR i n  Wrfolk,  VA. 

Commander BERG i s  decorated with the  Bronze Star  with Combat "V", ~ e r i t o f i o u s  
Service Medal, Navy Commendation Medal with Combat "V", and the Cambat ~ c t i o n  Ribbon. 

Commander BERG is  married t o  the  former    of   qnd 
has two children,   and . 

A t  time of placing 'VSS MCINERNEY $,n comission,  her o f f i ce r s  were as follows: 

CDR J. S. BERG, USN 
LCnR H.  R. BAmRTI USN 
LT    USN 
LT   , USN 
LT   USN 
LT    SC, 
LTJG   , USN 
LTJG   S, USN 
ENS   , USN 
ENS   , VSN 
CW02  , USN 

Commmding Off l c e r  
Executive Off!.r=er 
Combat Sys terns Officer 
Engineerbg Officer 
Ship Control Off fcer 

USN Support Officer 
Combat Information Center Officer 
Tmt3-Sdmarine Warf q re  Off Leer 
Ordnqnce Officer 
Damqge Control AssistantbAuxilAaries Officer 
Main Propulsion M s i s t a n t  

CW02  , USN ronics Readkness Officer 




