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COMPOSlTION AND ORGANIZATION 

Command Short Title: CJSS MAHAhF 

UfC: 21946 

Mission: To tight and will in combat on the seas. AAW, SUW, ASW, arrd STW. 

lmrnediate Superior in Comrnd: CQMDESRON 26 

Commander: C'DR David C .  Robertson Jr. ( 1  January, 2002 to 18 M m h ,  2002) 

CDR Tcrry D. Mosher :r( 18 March, 2002 to 3 1 December, 2002) 

I'fomeport: Norfolk, VA. 



CHRONOLOGY 

I 1 ./cmuaq~ ro 14 Jantiury - Undtwrty in VACAPES. 

f 5 J~rrititr~ to 18 .Junliary - LJadcmay in VACAPES. 

l P  Ftrknmjy to 21 Feht-uar): - Weapons Onloari at Yorktown Naval Weapons Station, VA. 

f 8 1Warch - C11auge-Of-Curmnand. CDR Tesry D. Mosher relieved O R  David C. Robertson Jr. 
as Commanding Oficer LiSS MAHAN. 

28 Miarch - MAHAN departs for combined Composite Training Unit Exercise and Joint Task 
Force Exercise with the GW Battle Group. 

23 LrM'arrh - VANDAL Exercise, SM-2 shot at a supersonic target. 

4 .April - NGFS qualifications held at Vieques Range. 

I /  Aprri - Verti~al Launch Anti-Submarine Rocket shoat. 

22 Ajgr-ii to 25 '4pril- Port Visit St. Johns, U.S. Virgin Idzmds. 

6 hfuy - Return to Norfolk, VA. Started POM period. 

7 rMhy to 24 Maap - Ficer Maintenance Availability held. 

13 May - MAHAN successfulty completes Aviaticm Certification, 

4 Juric - Friends and Family Day cruise tlcld. Over 500 family members take part in day-long 
sai I .  

20 Jtmc? - Dcpaned Norfolk, VA for 2002 Deployment. 

30 Jlvrte - MAHAN chopped to 6& Fleet. 

30 J ~ r w  - Conducted Strait of Gibraltar (STROG) transit, escorted USNS CAPABLE (T-AEOS 
16). 

I Jut?> to 5 July - Port Visit Gibraltar, UK. 

18 Jrr!v lo 22 Jt~l_v - Part Visit Koper, Slovenia. 

24 Jlcly ro 4 Septentbsr - Indcpcndmt Steaming in E s t m  M e d i m m .  Conducted 
susveillance n~issions in suppart of Operation EhTIIPRING FREEDOM. 

Enclosure (2) 



4 A z r p t  to 8 August - Port Visit Souda Bay, Crete. 

21 Amgust to 26 Auprusf - Port Visit ValIeta, Malta. 

175Ar1gzut - Ship"s Executive Officer LCDR Sean T. Epprson relieved by LCDR Richard J .  
Cheeseman. Jr. 

28 Augrist - Conducted ship-handling and communication training with Hellenic Nmy Ship 
BOUBALINA. 

-30 -4r.cgt~sf - Cunducttxl CASEX with naval farces From UK,  Twkey, Gennany, F r w ,  and 
Greec;e. 

I3 Sepfenrber to 18 September - Port Visit Rota, Spain. 

15 S ~ p ~ ~ ~ m h e r  to 26 September - Participated in Exercise bEO TAPON "02 with naval forces 
from Spain. UK, 'furkey, Italy, France. Germany, NctherIancfs, Portugal, Belgium, and Greece. 

23 Seprernber - W H A N  off coast of Canary Islands far NEQ TAPON '02 exercises, fwthest 
south ship sailed in 2002. 

26 September to 30 Seprefizher - Participated in MEDSHARK 2002 with the Mcrroccrm Navy 

25 Septen~ber Mid-Cycle Spot Check 1 conducted by CCDG-2 and CDS-26. 

I Ocfoher - +  MAHAN proceeded to Xorth Atlantic area as first 6'h Fleet North Atlantic patrol 
ship, 

3 Qc,faber to G Octahc~ - Port Visit Southampton, UK 

I0 Octaber ro J41 October - Port Visit Brat, France. 

24 Ocfober to 26 October. - Port Visit Faslae, Scotland. Fusthesr north ship sailed in 2002. 

26 Octr~her - MAN AN begins tramsit to STROG to carry out STROG escort duty. 

29 Clrtoher to 13 December - lMAHAhf on station in and near Strait of Gibraltar acting as 
STRDG cscort ship. 

31 (,k:tober tn 3 I\inl~etrrhcr - Port Visit Rota, Spain. 

8 Noternher 10 I2 November - Port C'isi t Rota, Spain. 

13 Noven~ber - W provides mistance to U.S. Submarhe after a possibk collision with 
znerchant ship. 



27 iVover~rheu to 1 Dccenrher - Port Visit Rota, Spain. 

7 Dtrcember lo 12 Decentbet- - Port Visit Rota, Spain. 

13 Decentber - NAHAN rejoins GW Battle Group for Trans-Atlantic crossing and return to 
homeport. 

I S  L)ecember - Mid-Cycle Spot Cheek I conducted by CCDG-2 and CDS-26. 

20 llracemhcrv - hfAi&i,?u' retwns to Norfolk, VA completing 2002 Deployment and beginning 
Post-Depl~~vnlmt'Christmas leave and upkcq. 



NARRATIVE 

The calendar Ye% 2002 Was a busy time for USS MAHAN, fronl preparing for 

deployment, tr&ing with other Naval uni6, and conducting an assortment of n~ssions wtu'le 

overseas. The sl ip stayed active the entire year. 

The 15' of January 2002 saw MAHAN moored in NorfoUt Virginia, finishing up her 

C'fu-istrnas leave mtd upkeep after a successful completion af the Final Evaluation Period the 

previous month. The ship continued to heighten her capabilities b o u g h  a wide assortment of 

training opportumtics and schools. In thc months of January, February, and March, large 

numbers of the crew would be off the slip at schools or training sessions. Those left onboard 

would deal with a nulnbcr of equipment upgrades md important maintenance items. All of this 

was rn preparation for thc pcrccived high op-tempo we would faee in the coning months. A 

major evolutin~~ cilnrirlg this timc period was our Weapons Onload fn>m 19 February to 21 

February at Yorktown Weapons Station. We took on a \vide assortment of munitions, such as 

Tomitha\vk and Standard h.iissi1cs to Torpedoes and Sin shells. Two separate underways were 

hcId with DESRON 26. to improve the warfighting skills of the Squadron as a whole. 

0x1 1 $ March the ship got undcnvay a g a i ~  this time for a change-of-cammand eemxany. 

CDR T.D. Mosher relieved CDR D,C, Robertson in a small but m&&l ceremony on the 

ship's flight deck. 

TSle first major operation for the ship approached very quickly: on 28 March the ship left 

Norfcllk ,md headed south with the rest of the Batr le Group. The George Washingon Batrle 

Grout, was undemray fnr cambind COMPTtfEX and ITFEX m g .  During this time, the 

differtttnt mrnmands within the Battlc Gmup would come together after many months of 



individual training and begin to work on improving their teamwork and coordination. ~ f t : ~  

ewy transit to the Northern Puerto &can C)F Area tlre training began. For the next month, the 

ship would be ~antinuausly underway. and was busy everyday with some sort ofevolution. The 

vast n~ajority of our operations occurred in the Southem Puerto Ricm Op A m .  The 

COMPRjEX scenario was just part o f  the mining appartunitics; a number of smaller, non- 

scenario based situations were created, giving the Battle Croup units the chance to improve bcir 

skills whilc waiting for the next CQMF'IWBX scenario event to occur. During this time period 

MAHAW had ihc opportunity to shoot three SM-2 nlissiles duping various missile exercises, and 

\ v s  also able to conduct a VLA shoot during an ASW training cxcrcise. But perhaps most 

endwing of the live mln~ttlition firings was the Naval Gunfirr: Support qualification held at the 

Vieqaes Range. Finally, afiw a month of firing munitions, guiding pEancs, landing helicopters, 

and conducting underuray replenishments, W A N  had its first real port. visit smce the previous 

fall. Early on the morning of 22 A N \ ,  MAEIAPZ, in company with USS NORMANDY, 

approached h e  1J.S. Virgin Islands, and anchored in Cruz Bay, next to the island of St. Joh's. 

MAI-IAN stayed anchored off the island for four days, while the crew was able to enjoy the wrt. 

Following our dcparmfc from Ciuz Bay and a transit to the waters off the Carolinas, the JI*F.EX 

scaar io began. Working with a large number of units, from ather Naval ships to US@ drcrafi, 

we trstined on operating in a high intensity enviroment as pant of a joint force. The JWEX 

training ended in early May. a d  on May 6'", after 48 days awq, MAfiAN returned to  orf folk. 

It wa at this t i  n~e chat the final stretch sf Pre-Deployment preparations began, with an 

assori tncnt of last minute maintenance requirements, stores onlaads, and vaiaing oppartunitics. It 

w s  also the staa of our Prc-Overseas Movemc~~t stand-doun, and the majosity of the crew 



managed to fit in a nice period of leave with their families. June 4' was a special day for fmlilies 

as wc conducted our Friends and Family Day cruise. Accompanied by 500 family and fiends the 

ship conducted a one-day underway off rk VACMES. Finally the: Departure Day snived. June 

20'11, and W 4 N  was the Rrst ship ofthe GW Battle Group to get undemy that morning, 

leading the way for the rest of the Rattle Group's journey 'over there.' A wide range of exercises 

md readiness evolutions marked the transit across the Atlantic, serving to further hone the skills 

of all ol~board, On 30 June the MAIIAS made her first Strait of Gibraltar Transit, escorting the 

ClSldS CAPABLE (T-AGOS 16) through tile narrow waters, Though the rest of the Battle Group 

conriucted the transit sirnultaleously, the W A N  independently carried out this escort duty, a 

taste o f  things to come. 

MrZIIAN's first deployment port of call was Gibraltar, the British enclave overlooking 

the strait rhat share the name. Arriving therc the 15' of July, MAHAN spent the next four days 

enjoying the sights and sounds of thc colony. Some highlights of the visit included a number of 

athletic competitionls against thc British, visits by many local. dignitaries, including the 

Commander o f  British Forces and the City Mayor, and a Fourth of July party hasted by the 

American Naval Liaison and attended by many of  the local community members. Early on the 

5' of July N M  again sct sail and began steaming Eastward. 

,W rcndezt-oused with GEORGE CV.4SWIMGTON rm the of July and stayed 

with the Carrier a number of days, acting as plane-guard and accompanykg the Carrier's transit 

toward the Suez Canal. On I I July b W  was detached from the GW Battle Group and 

headed kvcstward taward the Central Mediterranean. Just to the West of ?he islaad of Sicily 

W I A N  rcncteioused with the USS FRANKLrN D KOOSEVELT (DDG 80) and USS 



UEWERT fFFG 45). W~rking with ROOSEVELT and DEWERT lWMAN completed her MI0 

certification successfully, and got acclimated to operating in the M e d i t m m  theater. 

From the Central Meditcrranenn MsWAN moved into the Adnatic Sea and swed a 

transit North. Halfway up tfic Sea she rendezvoused with USS SULLIVMS (DDG 68) and 

conducted boat opmtions to exchange charts. parts. and passengers. After this M + 4 W  

col~tirrued North and an 18 July moored h~ Koper, Slovenia. MAHAN stayed in this fanner 

Yugo;slaviGw Republic for four days, enjoying the scenery and pleasant atmasphere. W A N  

playti guest to a fzge nurnbcr of visitors, Gom the Mayor of Koper to local Slovenian 

Jaurnalists, ,4 number of American Embassy and local Liaison O&cers also made it onboard- On 

22 fully hllZHnN left Slovenia and headed south for further operations. 

h4AHAN was sent to the Eastern Mediterranean to take up duty as a MJO patrol ship. It 

was tllis job that MAHAN would spend the next month and a half completing, Ia support of 

OPERATION ENDURING E'IEEEDOh4, MAHAN would work with other U.S. Navy and NATO 

units to keep m up to datc maritime picrm. This would include visual identification of rnmhnslr 

ships. and marry Bridge-to-Bridge queries. MAIWY's UIO certikation meant she was always 

on standby to conduct a boarding if ever necessary. MAWAN spent most of this time period in 

the vicinity of Cypn~s, Lebanon, and Israel, patrolling the neutral waters in bt~+een  these 

c~untries. Y a MAW AN did not stay on slation for al l  that the. As acc~ionally other Naval 

ur~its would relieve her, and DDG 72 would m t f e  away fram the arm to conduct LrNKEP's 

port visits. 

AMAl-MN's third port visit of deployment was to the Naval Support Activity at Soud~ 

Bay. Crete. arriving there the 4L" of August. Th is  joint U.SJGreek base was well senred to 

providc MAtlAN with some much needed downtime. 'l%e four day visit U, the island of Crete 



was @eat h n ,  the sailors especially enjoying the many luxuries of home the Naval Activity 

provided. md of CCJWS~ the entertainment to bz found in UK nearby Cretpn cities, Ship's visits 

were made by a number o f  local dignitaries, including the Commander of the Naval Suppod 

Activity and tho Commander of thc Greek Naval Station. On the 8" of August MANAN again 

retunicd to sea. 

On tfic f 1" 1 6  August M A H M  rmdeavoused with USS SPRIJANCE (DD 9631, US8 

DEWERT {FEG 451, arid t7SS K A W h I A N  (FFG 59) in the Central Mediterranean fw a series 

of Group Sail oxcrcises, MAIIAN's first spptvtunity to do this since her detachmenr b m  the 

GW Battle Group nearly a month before. MAH.W did a superb job, displaying tlre benetirs of 

the irrdividual training carried out while on station in the M I 0  patrol box, 

After the Group Sail f i s h e d  011 14 August, MrZHAW returned to her M I 0  patrol for a 

short time, before once again heading west hr another port visit. On the 2zd of August Wmr 

Ia~ded in the Grand Harbor of Valletta., blalta, ibe small island nation in the Central 

Mediterranean. Malta was a lively port, with m,my of the crew enjoykg the cambination of great 

histow and great tourist destination thc pan off'cred. JNriIe in Mdta the ship was t4sitod by a 

nuinher of local journalists, and a party from thc American Embassy. Malta was the place where 

a major leaderstrip change occumed for DDG-72. LCDR Kick Cheeseman rutieved the ship's 

Exccutivc Officer. LCDR Seal Eppason on the 25'"f August, On One 261h of August, the ship 

left Malta, returning again to ulre Easttm Mediterranean and her mfe ss a NIIO patrol ship in that 

location. 

On thc way back to the MI0 patrol box. the M M A N  had a unique training o~PQrmitI'. 

Rentiezvousing with the HNS ROUBALINA, MAHAN spent a day of ad hoc traiining. including 

DiVTACS, Flag Hoist drills, and other basic ship-handling evolutions. The day ended with a 



cross-.decking and a race tiwough the calm waters of the Eastern Neditemanw. Two days later 

MAHAIN took part in a CASEX with ships from the Royal Navy, Hellenic Navy, Turkish Navy, 

Geman Navy. a~ct French Navy. M A N  made it to her patrol box in the E a s ~  

Mediterranean having successfully showed off her skills to the international naval c~mmunity. 

But klAHAN's time in ihc: Eastern Mediterranean was drawing to a close. it wits soon aAer the 

Maltese port visit that oficial word was received af'MAHm's new role, She would hcome he 

first cver hLh Fleet North .4tlantic patrol ship, after t h l  organizaticm's assumption of duties in the 

North Atlantic. MAHAN proceeded west on the 4'h of Scptcmber. carrying out a number of 

STROC transit reiicarsals alrlng the way. MAWAN3 ssccond STROG transit o c c m d  on tfie 12'" 

of September, and shc once again entered the waters of the Atlmtic Ocean. 

As the first assignment as NORTHLAhT patrol ship, M A W  was tasked with being the 

U.S FSava1 rqrcscntrive in the SEO TPLPON exercises. This annual exercise is  hosted by thc 

Spanish. and is one of the larger international Naval exacises carried out. Fmm the 1P to tile 

26' of September. MAHAN was a fill1 participant in the exercises. Working with ships and 

aircraft from Spain, the United Kingdom, Turkey, Greece, France, Gemany, Portugaf, the 

Netherlands, Ttaly. and Beigium MAHAN was able to user her highly advanced comb& systenls 

to greattest effect. On the 13'" of September M.AlIAN landed in Rota, Spdn, the large U S .  Naval 

Basc and Air Station on the Southwcstorn lip af Spain. The Harbor was very crowded with at1 

the warships from the many different nations, and the slip +.vas visited by a number o f ~ o n n e l  

finm the base and the other ships present. The NEO TAWON scenario took MAU4N from Rota, 

Spain to the Canary Islands, arriving off the islands on 23 September. But the next day NAHAN 

knd t,o detach from the exercisc early in order to proceed ~lrrrth on her next assigammt. 



M W N  arrived off the coast of Morocco on 26 September to rendezvous wiph 

GEORGE WASWINGTOK and N0ZUMANI)Y. 'This was the first time MzWkN h& worked 

with her Battle Group in nearly three months. M AHAN spent a day with the Carrier, conduct i~  

her hiid-Cycle Spot Check and being visited by R4DM Joe Scstak and CAPT Roncolara, the 

Curmma~dcr of the (3W BrtttIe Gmup zmd the DESRON 26 Cornmodore respectively, On tfie 

181h iof ~e~iernber, MAH.4N began her participation in the surface ship phase of MEDSWARK. 

This exercise is conducted between the MoroccCm and American Navies, to improve their skills 

in working together- For threc days MAWAX' stem~ed in company with an assortment of 

Moroccan warships. conducting Pw-Fires, DNTACS, and other evolul;ions. The exercise ended 

with a joint transit of the $TROG clm the 30"' of September. 

On the 1" 'of October MAHAN again transited the STROG and began heading north, en- 

~.outc to the North Atlantic and a wide assortment of port visits aad international exercises. 

MAI-IAN's fwst Soah Atlantic port v i i t  was in Soutl~ampton, UK, arriving thm on the 3'%f 

Octc~ber. Moored ak the same pier the Rh4S TITANIC was moored at prior to her fdeful voyage, 

MA,HAN crew spent four days r:njoying the sights and sounds of the Soutlmptatl c~rmmunity. 

The ship was visited by the Mayor o f  Southampton. But all roo soon it was over and on the 6" of 

Octrher, MAMAN sailed down (he Devon Rivcr md into the English Channel. 

bllAN,ZN transited to the Hay of Biscay. spending a number of days enjoyiny the Atlantic 

Ocean and preparing Sir  futurc endeavors. On the 10th of October. M A W  sailed through the 

Ciuulet De Brest and into the French Naval Base of Bresr. MAHAN was a alest of the ~rcnch 

X a ~ y  for the following four days. and dre old seaside t o m  of Brat was a great place for the 

crew. While in Bred the ship wrts visited by some local dignitaries and the Cornanding ~fficer 



of the French Naval Base. On the 14" of Octobcr MAI4AN left Brest md proceeded nonh, 

heding toward the Irish Sea, in bcttvecn rile islands of England and heland. 

Far a week MAWAX enjoyed the calm weather and easy wlrtess t~ be found in this small 

soa. Like before, the crew used to time for training and preparations. MAHAN was scheduled to 

take part in thc Royal Navy*s Joint Maritime Course (JMC), the English version of the U.S. 

Navy's JTFEX. This is a high intensity exercise. and thus the quiet times befoi7rebnd steaming in 

Ulc Bay of Biscay and the frish Sea were well-suited to preparing for it. On the 24'' of October, 

MAkfASc' landed in Faslaxrc, Scotland, the Royal Kavy's premier Strategic Submrvine Base. The 

visit cvas ro last four days, d be follswed by the immediate start of JMC. But unfortunntely, 

other ec7ents prevented this. 

On the 2 ~ ' ~  oiStptembtrr, word was received of new tasking for MAHAN. She would 

proceed south again, to take up escort duty in the STROG for the many USNS ancl chartered 

ships transiting this strait en-route to the Persian Gulf. carrying ii wide assortment of equipment 

as pan of the military build-up there. Thus, early on thc morning of the 26"" September. 

MAHAN cut her visit to Faslmc: early, and prncmicd south to thc STRW at best s p d .  

MAH.LV aKived ot'fthc on the 29''' of October, having been held up by foul weather in thc 

English Channel md the Bay of Riscay, ad bcgm what would become her final duty of 

deployment. 

As STROG escort ship, NIAHAN would make numerous transits of the strait, escorting 

sl~ips in and out of the Mediterdneiin* Due to the inemsod threat from terrorist attack the area 

offered, tlre crew ofM.AI^IAN would be especially vigilant during these evolutions, with every 

STROG transit cdnied out at a high degree of combat rcdiness. In between these .transits 

MrU-[AN would stwttt off the cortst OF Spain and Morocco, waiting for the next goup af ships to 



a-!-h'e. Frequent visits were made to Rota, Spai~j. MAHAN would conduct 6 pmision 

a b r a g o s  in the harbor oSRota. picking up USMC security teams, supplies, and oaer 

passt:l~gers. Once the ship had rendezvoused with rhe USNS ships, she would conduct =la11 boat 

transfers of the security terns, accompanied by liaison officers from MAHAN. The transit 

tvould conlmenec, and be conlpleted at the best possible speed of the escort4 ship. Then 

MAPIAN would cwover the security teams and liaison uficers, and await the next transit. In all, 

MAFIAN would escort 12 ships through the STROG, c q i n g  e v e w g  from amored vehicles 

to n~unitions and englnccring equipment to landing crafi. During thc entire deployment MAHAN 

transited the STROG 22 times. getting to know tlte si&t of the- Rock of Gibraltar quite well, 

111 bctwccn rhse  escort missions. md the wait for the next one, MAHAN would make 

four extended port visits to RWa using thc time far liberty for the crew, stores onloads, and 

inpot  rcfuclings. These occurred on 3 1 October to 3 November, 8 November to 12 November, 

27 November to 1 December, and 7 December to 12 Dcccmber. TBc cmw came to knaw the port 

quite well, and from ,%thletic faciEities to Thanksgiving Dinners, it was s great place to spend the 

timu ashore. 

The last port visit was also the end crf MAHAN's time as S1'KOG escort duties. On 13 

Ilecember W A N  was relieved of escort duties and rcndezvaused with the GW Battle Grow 

to begin the Trdns-Atlantic crossing md tkc return from deployment, The crossing was marked 

by a ti,umbcr ofopcrational scenarios and exercises, hut mostly it was just a tedious journey 

across the wide sea. Foul weather forced the Group to travel farther south lhm had been 

originally pl<mcd. and MAHAN made landfall at the Azores on 14 December. On tho 18'' of 

Decenlber, MAHAE was again detach4 fmm the Battlegaup, along with the LABOON and 



MOPSTEREY. The three ships were permitted a high speed r r w i t  back to the VACAPES 

Op~rea.  MAHAN L w ~ n '  rhe transit and spent thc 19'. the last full day of deployment, steaming 

in a box, with the Chaapeake entrance just aver the horizon. The calm seas and great weather 

ensured that the ship tuould be well painted prior to her entrance, 

Finally, on the 2oth of December, M A M  conducted her last Sea and Anchor detaii of 

the year, She arrived hack at Norfo! k Navai Station at approximately 1 100, the last ship of thc 

BaUlt: Group fa arrive home. Though the day was wry wet and cold, with sporadic bursts of hard 

rain, mmy family mcmbers md friends were thcrc to meet DDG-72 as she pulled in, After tying 

up M Af-1AN immediately began tier Past Overseas Movement"Chris~mas leave and upkeep, thus 

ending bcr very busy year in a relaxed atmosphere. But like every Naval warship she was ready 

for t t 3 ~  11ext challenge. remaining in a 96-hour surge starus for the remainder of the year. 




