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OPNAV Report Symbol 5750-1 
Command Serial Nwnbet: 

Date Submitted: 

Classification (when filled in): 

Command Operations Report 
I 
3% 1 
Grouws and Units temporarily established to meet operational requirements. I 

The report format is divided into six sections: Command Data. Commander's ,issessment, 
Chronology and Narrative, Supporting Reports, Published Documents. and Photographs. Reauired 
information is identified in specific sections of the form. Instructions on submittins this Form ;md 
the reauired attachments are at the end. 

1. Command Data 

Name of your Con~rnand or Or-mization: USS LEYTE GULF (CG-55) 

Unit Identification Code (UIO, ~ e r  the SNDL: 21 388 

Name and Rank of Commander/Commanding: OfficerIOfficer in Charge: 

Last: McGUlRE First: THOMAS MI.: F h k :  Captain 

Date Assumed Command (date format 13'3Y-AKhI-DD): 2002-09-1 2 

MissionICommand Employment/.+ea of Operations: 2"6 Fleet CMAV, SRA-3, AMMO 
ONLOAD, PVST MIAMI, 6TH FLEET FlREX I I ,  5TH FLEET OPLAT DEFENSE AT ABOT I 
KAAOT,WASP ESG MEDIMEFIDEPLOYMENT '04, Operation ENDURING FREEDOM, 
Operation SEA DRAGON, Operation IRAQI FREEDOM, Operation MARKET TIME II, 
CAYA EX. 

I Permanent Locatiorl (Home Port for deployable units): N0rf0l k 

1 Immediate Superior In Command: 

Operational: Expeditionary Strike Group UCarrier Strike Group Eight 

,idministrative: CCSG 8 



I Iden&+ your assivned Task Force/Group/Unit n;lme(s) ;tnd mission(s). Include OPL;IN(s) ,md or 
named operations you participated in during Task Force assignment (if apulicable): WASP ESG 
MEDIMEFIDEPLOYMENT '04, Operation ENDURING FREEDOM, Operation SEA 
DRAGON, Operation IRAQI FREEDOM, Operation MARKET TIME II, CAYA EX. 

N;une(s) of Forces. Commds. Shi s. Suudrons or Units assigned or under your operation;d 
control (if applicable): HSL-48 DET 9 

Type and number o i  -4ircr;lft --\ssi.gned and Tail Codes. if ;lpplic;lble: SH-60 B I 2 /VENOM 51 0 
BUN0 163909 & VENOM 506 BUNO 162121 

Commands. Deklchrnents or Units deuloved on board or stationed ill~oard ;IS tenant activities (as 
:~pplic~ble): NIA 

I Number of Personnel -4ssirmed: 

I Officers: 37 Enlisted: 374 Cir-ilirm: 0 

I C o r n a n d  Point of Contact (required entry. complete in full): 

I N i n e  (Rwk First Name. Middle Initid. Last Name): OSCS  
lob Title/Office Code: 01 LCPO 

2. Commander's Assessment 

The Commander's -4ssessment brietlv tells the storv of the cornrn:nd's role in rlationd defense ;md 
should highli_eht any eeneral and soecific lessons-learned. It should con& the commander's 
commentary. insights ;md reflections on the unit's activities. -ittention should be directed to 
si~ificimt issues im acting. tr;Uning.. otlrefi~tions ;md mission accom~lishment during the reportin3 

tions of c i r~ums~nces  imd seauence of events leading to nxl~or command decisions 
;.md results of those decisions are uiuti~ularlv desired. -Us0 desired are accounts of specific 
contributions of individuals it1 the command to mission :~ccomuIishment. For units enpged in or - 
directlv supporting. comb;lt. si_qificant martime or peacetime opemuons (n;uned operr~tions. non- 
combat et-;lcwation o~ec~tions.  disiister relief or other humanit;ui;w ooer;\tions. etc.) or major 
esercises. ~ ;Vt i~u l ; \~  ;Ittention should be giren to the commnnder's estimate of the situation. records - 
of discussions ;md decisions. descriotions of circumstances ;md sequence of events leading to - 
ooerntiond decisions ;md results of those decisions. For a unit returning from deployment or 

in ii sinde o~eration this cnn normllly be a sincle assessment. For hiqher-echelon 
cotnmmds or units ene;~mne in multi~le o etxtions. a sepi~rate assessment for elch operation in - .- .- .. 
&ition to an overall ;tisessment may be a~urooriate. 
The crew enjoyed holiday stand down until January. LEYTE GULF then proceeded to 
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown for Ammo Onload. On February 19, LEYTE GULF got 
underway for Deployment. USS LEYTE GULF'S VBSS (VESSEL BOARDING SEARCH 



AND SEIZURE) TEAM discovered 400 pounds of contraband on board a suspect dhow 
near the Horn of Africa / Gulf of Aden. LEYTE GULF seized the contraband, and turned it 
over to the Pakistani authorities. While conducting operations in the Northern Arabian 
Gulf, USS LEYTE GULF was assigned to Oil Platform Defense of ABOT (AL BASRA OIL 
TERMINAL) and W O T  (KHUR AL-AMAYA OIL TERMINAL) performed Maritime 
Interdiction Operations (MIO), and boarded 150 dhows. LEYTE GULF became the 
floating Texaco station, refueling various small ships including Patrol Coastal (PC), Mine 
Sweepers (MCM), MK V Seal Boats, and the first and only Cruiser to LCAC refueling. 
The ship provided hot meals "MEALS ON KEELS to the Marine and Navy personnel 
assigned to oil platform security. Personnel were accommodated with trips to the ship to 
enjoy showers, meals, and e-mail on a rotating basis. The crew enjoyed port visits in 
Civitavecchia, Italy, and Rota, Spain enroute to homeport. On 13 August, LEYTE GULF 
returned home for a well-deserved leave and stand down period. On September 12, 
LTJG R. S. O'Connor was struck and killed by a motor vehicle in South Bend, IN. From 
Odober 3 to December 2, LEYTE GULF was inport MHI (Marine Hydraulic Industries) 
Shipyards for SRA (SELECTIVE RESTRICTED AVAILABILITY). On November 19, 
Captain M. J. Turner assumed command of USS LEYTE GULF. On November 19, SK3 
P. V. West was found dead at his apartment. His death was ruled as a suicide by the 
Norfolk Coroner's Office. On December 12, while inport NOB, flooding took place in 
RND 5inl54 magazine, FWD 5in magazine, ClWS magazine, .50 cal magazine, and 
dome equipment room. Cause of flooding was failure of the pneumatic remote pilot 
(prp) valve in magazine group eleven. 

1 3. Chronology and Narrative 

Chronolow should include dates of movements: local operations and trainins exercises and 
o~erations (defule acronyms and umose of exercise or o~eration); installation of new weapons 
svstems or ch*a.nges; major s to facilities, ship or aircraft: Class or B mishaps: port 
visits; unit awards received; reserve aumentation; and other simificant operational or administrative 
events. 
Group Sail 
Deployment 
Port visit Split, Croatia 
Port visit Jabel-Ali 
Port visit Bahrain 
Port visit Muscat, Oman 
Port visit Civitavecchia, Italy 
Port visit Rota, Spain 
lnport Norfolk 
Ammo Offload 
Yard period MHI Norfolk 
Post-CMAV Seas trials 
Holiday Standown Period 

Underway periods: 



2004101 101 -2004f01 104 lnport Norfolk, Va 
2004101105 Underway enroute Yorktown, Va 
2004101/O5-2004101106 Inpod Yorktown, Va for Ammo onload 
200410 1106- Undeway enroute Norfolk, Va 
2004101 106-2004101 11 3 lnport Norfolk, Va 
2004101 11 4-200410111 5 Undetway enroute CPOA 
2004/0lll6-2004101118 SOCEX 
2004101 11 8-2004101 11 9 Enroute Norfolk, Va 
2004101 /2GXK)4/02119 lnport Norfolk, Va 
2004101/27 Installation of 25 MM 
2004102/19-2004103105 Underway enroute Split, Croatia 
2004103101 Transit Straits of Gibraltar 
2004/03lO6-2004103/09 Inport Spiit, Croatia 
2004/03110-2004IO3114 Undetway enroute Suez Canal 
2004/03/1 I -2004103/12 Conducted FlREX II in Albania 
2004/03112-2004/03/14 Transit Mediterranean Sea 
2004103115-200410311 6 Transit Suez Canal 
2004103/16-~04/01 Enroute Jabel-Ali 
2004104K)2-2004104/06 lnport Jabel-Ali 
2004104/06-20WW07 Underway enroute Bahrain 
2004104K)7-2004/04/12 Inport Bahrain 
200410411 2-2004/04/15 Undennray enroute OPERATION Sea Python 
200Ql04115-2004104/20 Arrived PANSN l II Oparea 
200410411 9 GMC Sullivan injury 
2004104/20-2004105/14 Conducted OPERATION Sea Dragon 
2004105114-2004105/18 lnport Muscat, Oman 
2004/05118 Underway enroute Bahrain 
200410511 9-2004105/20 lnport Bahrain 
2004105/21-20041~6 Underway in Northm Arabian Gulf OPLAT DEFENSE 
2004106l27-2004106128 Inport Bahrain 
2004106/29-2004IO&30 Underway enroute Jabel-Ali 
2004106/30/302001Q107106 lnport Jabel-Ali 
2OOIQ~07K)7-2004J07/20 Undennray enroute Suez Canal 
2004107/21 Transit Suez Canal 
2004/07/22-2004/07/25 Enroute Civitavecchia, ltaly 
2004107/26-2W107129 lnport Civitavecchia, ltaly 
2004107MO-2004107/31 Underway enroute Rota, Spain 
2004/08/01-2004/08/04 lnport Rota, Spain 
;004108/05-2004108112 Undeway enroute Norfolk, VA 
2004108113-2004109120 lnport Norfolk, Va 
2004108/21 ~ndefway enroute Yorktown, VA 
2004108121-2004109/23 Inport Yorktown, VA Weapons Offload 
2004108l23 Underway enroute Norfolk, VA 
2Q04108/23-2004110102 lnport Norfolk, Va 
2004110103 Underway enroute MHI Shipyard Norfolk, VA 
200411 0103-2004/12/02 lnport MHI Shipyard Norfolk, VA 
200411 1 11 9 Change Of Command 
2084/12/03 Underway enroute Norfolk, VA 



2004/12/03-2004/12/08 lnport NoMk, VA 
200411 2109-200411 211 0 Underway for Sea Trials 
200411 211 I -200411 2/31 lnport Norfolk, VA 

The short narrative should amplify chronolow entries (such as obiectives and results of exercises/ 
operations: commimder's evaluation of exercises/operations. etc). Entries may refer to an enclosure 
of this report without additional description if the enclosure sufficiently reports the kcidendevent. 
For all other entries, +ve the date or period in 171TT'-hIhI-DD format and orovide a brief narrative. 
.UI significant events durins the repoknp period are to be included. 
NIA 

Supportinc Reports are those reports required bv other instructions that arovide simzificant data 
about the command during the calendar pear. These re orts mav be submitted "as is." eliminattng 
the need to duplicate information for this report that is already contamed in re 
response to other instructions and requirements. Exam les include battle efficiency, safety and other 
award submissions. major staff or command studies. and end of cruise reports or briefs. For units 
engaged in or directly supportin5 combat significant wartime or peacetime operations (named 
operations, non-combat evacuation operations, disaster relief or other humanitarian o 
or major esercises. erlclosures may include. but are not limited to: 

a. Situation Re~orts  
b. Intentions Messages 
c. Ooerational Resorb 
d. Operations Orders /De loyment Orders 
e. O~erational Plans 
f. Personal For  message^ 
g. ,Ifter *-iction Reaora 
h. Significant Electrorlic Message Traffic (outpin_~/e-maillchat) 
i. Battle Darnage iissessments 
j. Casualtv Resorts 
k. End-of-Cruse/Deployment Reaorts 
1. Intellisence Summaries 
m. hiajor Exercise Reaorts 

List below the items submitted. indicatinp the classification of each. Electronic reoorts should be in a 
Microsoft Office format F o r d .  Excel. Power Point, or ,iccess). H??\LL. PDF. JPG. GIF. or plain 
text. It is unnecessarv to convert non-electronic documents to electronic format. Submit electronic 
reoorts via e-md or on CD-ROM as exolained at the end of this form. Enclosures that do not exist 
in electronic format should be listed below and submitted in hardcopv in the same manner as a CD- 
RO M. 
Situation Reports: Enclosure 1 I Casualty Reports: Enclosure 2 



the classification of each item. Documents to be submitted include cruise books. chanse of command 
propuns. commissionin~/decommissioning brochures. establishmentldisestablishment/deacti~~ation 
brochures. copy of c13mand's web site. news releases. biogra~hv of commander. welcome aboard 
brochures, newspaper articles. command studies, statistical data, etc. 

Electronic documents should be in a Aiicrosoft Office format (Word, Excel. Power Point. or -\ccess), 
HTLlL. PDF. JPG, GIF or plain text. Documents in electronic format are to be submitted via e-mail 
or on CD-RON as exolained at the end of this form. It is unnecessary to convert non-electronic 

the same manner as a CD-ROM. 
N/A 

6. Photopr 

List below official ~ h o t o ~ ~ h s  and anv other command-generated media be in^ submitted in either 
electronic or ~ a ~ e r  format. Photop~hs to be submitted include: official hot0 of commanding 
officer; recent photo of ship, aircraft. or  facility; and ~ h o t o s  of historic events associated with the 
command. Photographs submitted electronically should be in JPG, TIFF or GIF format. It is 
unnecessarv to convert non-electronic documents to electronic fomat. Photoma~hs in electron~c 
format are to be submitted via e-mail or on CD-ROM as exolained below. Enclosures that do not 
exist in electronic format should be listed below and submitted in the same manner as the CD-ROM. 
,Us0 include anv ~ h o t o m a ~ h s  covering: ooerational strikes. battle darnaee (especiallv that sustained by 
own shio, aircraft. facilities or e ioment). or  other relevant photos relating to combat or deployment 
operations. 

Submit this Command Operations Report as follows: 

I Via e-mail. to one of the! three e-mail addresses: 

I ,ill airlaviation commands: aviationhistorv@naw.mil 
,ill shios: shiohistorv@naw.mil 
,ill other commands: archives@,naw.mil 

Place anv attachments too large for transmission via e-mail on CD-ROM and send by an approved 
commercial courier. such as FEDEX or UPS. Check CDs for readability before submission to guard 
aminst corruotion. Fomard ~ a p e r  records included as attachments in the same manner. Do not 
forward Command Operations Reports via U.S. mail. as all mail addressed to the Naval 
Historical Center is irradiated and will result in destruction of discs and damape to ~ a ~ e r  
enclosures. Address a l l  shi~ments to: 



Naval Historical Center 
[llttn: Ships Historv/,iviation Historv/O~erationd Lirchives) * 
805 Kidder Breese Street SE 
Washinson Navy Yard, DC 20374-5060 

Submit Confidential and Secret Command Operations Re~orts  electronicallv via STPR-net e-mail to 
one of the three e-mail addresses: 

-111 air/aviation commands: aviationhistory@.cno.naw.smil.mil 
,ill ships: sh.iphistory@,cno.n;lvy.smil.mil 
,111 other commands: archives@,cno.naw.smil.mil 

Place any classified attachments too lawe for transmission via e-mail on CD-ROM and send bv ;m 
approved commercial courier. such as FEDEX or UPS. Check CDs for readabilitv before 
submission to 9 a r d  aminst corruption. Forward classified ~ a o e r  records included as attachments in 
the same manner. Do not send attachments to the Command Operations Report via U.S. mail, 
as all mail addressed to the Naval Historical Center is irradiated and will result in destruction 
of discs and damage to paper enclosures. Ensure all items are properly marked and wrapped. 
-Address all shipmentsto: 

Naval Historical Center 
I-ittn: Ships History/-iviation Historp/Operational Archives) * 
805 Kidder Breese Street SE 
Washineton NZLIT Yard, DC 20374-5060 

Forward Command Operations Re ort enclosures containing: Top Secret via courier to: 

405 130-B-A33 
NHC/-IR Washington. DC 

Forward Command Operations Report enclosures contaming Sensitive Compartmented 
Information fSCI) via courier to: 

The inner wramer should read: ON1 Historian. ONI-ODB EXT 2975 

Tele~hone numbers for the ON1 Historian are DSN 659-4488/5901. Commercial (301) 669- 
4438/5901. 

The attention ltne should read S ~ ~ D S  Historv for all ships. Aviation History for all air/aviation 
commands, and herational Archives for all other commands. Tele~hone numbers for these 
branches are as follows: S h i ~ s  Historv Branch, DSN 288-6802. Commercial (202) 433-6802; ,%viation 
History Branch. DSN 288-2321. Commercial (202) 433-2321; Ooerational -4rchives Branch. DSN 
288-3224. Commercial (202) 433-3224. 




