
">t AT;'ON H I STOR I C A L  SUMMARY p76 3 7 
Unt t  I P c r t o d  C o y c r c d  (From - T o )  

US$ KITTY KAWX ( C V A - ~ ~ )  
S x g n a t u r e  o f  C o a m a n d ~ n g  O f f a c e r  o r  o v t h o r t r e d  r c p r c s e n t a t r v e  

I 3@ SEP 1962 - 31 HAR 1963 
I D a t e  Forwarded  

e n d i n e  31  March and 30 S e p t e m b e r ,  r e t a i n  c o p y  a n d , f o r w a r d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I f  more s p a c e  i s  n e e d e d ,  a t t a c h  e x t r a  s h e e t s .  
o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C h i e f  o f  Naval  O p e r a t i o n s ,  A m p l i f y i n g  a n d / o r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  documents ,  i n c l u d -  
Op-05ASG, Navy D e p a r t m e n t ,  Washington  2 5 ,  D. C . ,  w i t h i n  15 i n g  p h o t o s ,  m a y b e  appended  w i t h  p r o p e r  n o t a t i o n u n d e r p a r t  VI. 
d a y s  a f t e r  r e p o r t  p e r i o d .  P o  c o v e r i n g  l e t t e r  i s  r e q u i r e d .  S e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  may be  a t  any l e v e l  c o n s i s t e n t  

~ 1 1  units complete p a r t  I and o ther  p a r t s  as i n d i c a t e d .  w i t h  c o n t e n t .  I d e n t i f y  c l a s s i f i e d  i t e m s  w i t h i n  t h e  r e p o r t ,  

F o l l o w  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  e a c h  b l a n k ;  f i l l  i n  a l l  r e q u i r e d  by a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a m p  a t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  
Avoid o v e r - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

PART I - ALL UNITS  

W.L. CURTIS, Jr. CAPT. USN 
3. PERSONNEL ON BOARD n AVIATORS I A IR  P ILOTS I OTHER I TOTAL 

I .  Designation: Omit if same a s  in previous period. If changed, 
enter previous designation, date of change and the authorizing 
directive. New units record date and place of commissioning. 
2. Conmanding O f f i c e r  

4 .  Miaa ion  o r  f u n c t i o n  (If changed or  spec i f ica l ly  assigned during the period, then en te r  a  b r ie f  with da tes  and i d e n t i t y  of authorizing 
d i rec t ive .  I 

NO CHANGE - 

C . O .  r e l i e v e d  i f  coamand changed  t h z a  p c r ~ o d  

5 .  N e x t  r e n t o r  o p e r a t t o n a l  cornand  ( G t v e  s t a r t  and end  d o t e s  r f  changed  d v r z n g  t h z e  r e p o r t r n g  p e r r o d  ) 

3fl SEP 1963 - 21 MAR 1963 COMCARDIV SEVEN 
21 MAR 1963 - 24 MAR 1963 SETJENTH FLEET 24 MAR 1963 - 31 MAR 1963 FZRST FLEGP 

6 .  GEOGRAPHIC LOEATJOY ( A l r  S t a t i o n s  o m i t ,  s h i p s  e n t e r  I n  P a r t  11. Wings and g r o u p s  s h o u l d  n o t  r e c o r d  s q u a d r o n  l o c a t i o n s ;  
s h i p - b a s e d  u n i t s  g i v e  name o f  s h l p  o n l y .  E n t e r  b e g i n n i n g  and e n d  d a t e s  when p a r t  o f  p e r l o d  i s  1n ;o lved . )  

Date o f  changc  

PER IOD (From - To) ti PLACE 

7.  P a r t l c r p a t r o n  zn a ~ e c t a l  e r e r c z r e a :  o p c r a t r o n r .  and o p e r a t t o n a l  t e a t .  (Principally those o f  a  major nature ra ther  than what i s  normally a  p a r t  
o f  routlne operational  training.  Use o f f i c i a l  code nams o r  descriptive t l t l e s ,  iden t i fy  the overa l l  c m a n d ,  and g ive  dates,  area and br ie f  s m -  
mary of oun par t ic ipa t ion .  h u e  reference t o  reports  and orders covering the operation.) 

1 

, SEE ATTACRED SHEET (Special Jkercises) 

SEE PART I1 



A V I A T I O N  h l S T C R l C A L  SUMMARY OPNAV REPORT 5750-3 
OPWAV FORM 5750-2 (REV. 4-60) PAGE 2 OF 4 

8. Official o r  o t h e r .  r e c o p i t i o n  o f  accompl i rhmcnt  - (Such a s  un i t  c i ta t ions ,  carmendations and awards; decorations and awards t o  individuals,  and - 
records o r  events helievrd t o  he " f i r s t s" .  which y be fleet-w.de o r  a ly on1 within he unit .  Cave da tes  of-awards and events; c l a i m  for 
" f i r s t s "  are lneaninpless without a date.)  3f~j0p 1$2 L TI & 1963 

KITTY HAWK was named "Ship of t h e  Yearw f o r  1961 by t h e  Qls Service 
Organisation of the Armed Services PHCB-US0 i n  Philadelphia, Pao 

There were no other such awards presented t o  the ship during the  above period, 

9 General r c r u m c  of a c t t w z t y  (Parratlve statement of a c t i v i t y  not othenvlse covered, sumurrizing work, t ra in ing ,  spec ia l  c ru ises  and v i s l t s ,  
conversion, modification, overhaul, new equlpnent, and the l ike .  Air S ta t ions  c o n s ~ d e r ,  i n  addiuon ,  such things as reorganization, new operational  
admrnistrat ive and manapenent procedures introduced, spec ia l  programs initiated or  canpleted, construction l n  progress, expansion of facilities, 
e t c .  Lse additional sheets as necessarv. Docrvnents appended should be iden t i f led  i n  P a r t  VI, page 4.) 

3$ SEE' 1962 - 9 MAR 1963 
k i n g  this period, K I T T Y  HAWK was deployed t o  t he  Far East a s  a unit of the 

U, S, SEVEIVH Fleet ,  
Besides her n o d  operational comnrLtments with air operations and occasional 

fleet exercises, KITTY HAWK was host t o  mny dis t inguished_vis i torsn - - 

Qn October 13, KITTY HAWK became SEVEWH Fleet  flag sh ip  fo r  a daji f o r  t he  
~hange-of-command ceremoq when Vice Admiral Thomas R. Moorer relisvednVice A d m i r a l  
William A, Schoech* 

KITTY HAWK joined Commander Carrier Division SEVEN -barked i n  hosting a fol.aial 
vieit  t o  the  ahip by Vice President of t h e  Republic of the  Philippines and &a, Emmanuel 
Pelzezi on Vednesday, Move;raber 28. W i l l i a m  En Stevenson, American Ambassador t o  the 
Philippines, and his  wife accompanied the d o e  president and h i s  wife. 

A spec ia l  CIWCPAC Weapons Demonstration was conducted f o r  the  f r e e  nations of 
Southeast Asia during t h e  month of December and KITTY HAWK was host t o  representatives 
from these countries on 3, 4 and 5 December. KITTY HAWK was one of 1s ships 
involved i n  the  at-sea phase o f  the  demonstration. 

While steaming t o  Cubi Point ?US, P, I,, Cardinal Francis Spellman of New York 
City flew aboard on December 23 t o  celebrate  Mass, two days before Christmas. 
Cardinal Spellman, Military Vicar t o  Catholic Chaplains i n  the  Armed Forces, v i s i t ed  
the  ship on h i s  twenty-first annual yea rend  pilgrimage, 

More than 6,@M s a i l o r s  and Marines "mustered" on KITTY HAWKIS four acre f l i g h t  
deck the afternoon of December 29th t o  watch the Bob Hope show. Hope v is i ted  the 
ship while moored at Cubi Point, This was h i s  first Christmas show on a Navy ship 
since 195'8, 

Vice Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, Coinmander SEVENPR Fleet and Rear Admiral  Ralph 
L. Shifley, Commander Carrier Division SEVEB embarked hosted 10 members of the 
Indus t r ia l  Club of Japan on January 2h, 1963, while the @hip was in-port a t  Yokosuka, 



17 - 18 OCT 1962 LONE EAGLE COMPHIBGRU - ONE 

On 1 7  and 18 OCT 1962 KITTY HAWK partf cipated i n  the anphibious assault 

exercise LONE EAGLE as t h e  carrier support unit of en amphibious t a s k  f o r c e  

i n  t h e  Okinawa area, COWHIBGRU I/CTF 76 3g7-62 

25 NOV 1962 PHIUPPINE AVIATION WEEK 

KITTY HAWK conducted a i r  operat ions i n  sapport of air show at Manila 

In te rna t iona l  Airport ,  

3 - 6 DEE 1962 CIIPAC WEAPONS DEMONSTRATION 

High ranking guests from nine Asian nations p lus  t h e  United Kingdom, 

France, Aust ra l ia  and New Zealand a t t e d e d .  COMCARDIV SEXEX 32%-62 

19 DM: 1962 BLUE SKY COMMANDEX U.S. TAIWAN DPENSE COMMAND 

KITTY HAWK par t i c ipa ted  i n  BLUE SKY a STRIKEX aga ins t  t h e  Grand 

Republic of China i n  t h e  Taiwan area. COMMAMDER U.S. TAIWAN DEFENSE 

COWAND TRAINING OPERATION ORDm Q-6Jb. 

2l. DEC 1962 PIEWBOY 

NEWBOY was a STRIKEX opposing t h e  Phi l ippine  Air Defense System. 

4 J A N  1963 CKECKERTAIL OKIPIAWA A I R  DIEFENSE COMMAND 

On 4 JAN 1963 j o i n t  task group operat ions were conducted with 3 other 

CVAqs launolcing s t r i k e s  agains t  t h e  Okinawa A i r  Defense Command, 

27 JAN - 2 FEB 1963 PICTURE WINDOW I11 C W A R D I V  SEVEN 

Overfl ights  by fore ign a i r c r a f t  were in tercepted and v i s u a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  

during t h i s  period. (Northern ~ a p a n )  

1 6  - 19 FEB 1963 RED %HEEL COMCARDIg SEVEN 32&1-63 

Ah exerc i se  t o  improve the  SEVENTH Flee t  a b i l i t y  t o  conduct conventional 

and nuclear  warfare while maintaining defense against  air and submarine 

a t t a c k  and t o  evaluate the c a p a b i l i t y  of t h e  HUK Group t o  protect two 

CVA Task Groups, (Southern ~ a p a n )  



5 - 8 MAR 1963 

Overflights by foreign aircraft were intercepted and visually identified 

during this period. (Northern Japan) 



AV l AT ION H l STORI CAL SUMMARY - CONT I NUED OPNAV REMIIT 5750- 3 
OPMAV FORM 5750-2 (REV. 4-60) PABE 3 OF Y 
P 

U n i t  I P e r i o d  Cowered I From - T o l  
- 

USS K I T T Y  HAWK (CVA -63) 4 6 2  - WR 1% 
PART I I  - SHIPS 

2 .  A I R  UNITS  ON BOARD OR TENDED ( O m i t  c o m p o n e n t  s q u a d r o n s  when a n  A i r  G r o u p  i s  o n  b o a r d . )  

1 .  GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Dai ly  l o c a t i o n  p o s i t i o n s  n o t  r equ i r ed .  Note d a t e s  i n  and o u t  o f  U.S. p o r t s  and gene ra l  o p e r a t i n g  
a r e a  i n  between a s :  Medi terranean,  Car ibbean.  Hawaiian, West Pac,  e t c .  For d a i l y  o r  f r equen t  o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  o f  one p o r t ,  
u se  t h e  term "Opera t ing  o u t  of" .  

PER l OD 

3(6 SEP - 1# OCT 
I@ OCJ! - 31 MR 

LOCAT I ON 

Operating out of P e a r l  Harbor, Hawaii 
Operating with the SEKENTH Flee t  W T P A C  D e ~ l m n t  

PER l OD 

48,389 ( 17,424,672 gallons 1 7.162.9&l aellons 
CARRIER LANDINGS AND CATAPULT LAUNCHINGS: Give d a t e  upon which even thousands were reached,  cumulat ive  from o r i g i n a l  commis- 
s i o n i n g  when p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  i f  from o t h e r  even t  a s  recornmisaioning o r  conve r s ion ,  should  s o  s t a t e .  May inc lude  a  breakdown 

red .  For some numbers i t  w i l l  be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  n o t e ,  a l s o ,  t h e  a i r  u n i t ,  p lane type ,  and p i l o t  involved.  

I I I 

- 

5 .  C a r r i e r  Iondines 

I I 
U N I T  I PER l OD 

3. Miles steamed [ 4 .  S h i p S r  fuel conrumed 

SEE ATTACHED SHEET. 

U N I T  

A v i a t i o n  fuel  eonrnmcd 

PART 1 1 1  - WINGS AND G;OUpS: L i s t  u n i t s  on board,  i n c l u d i n g  detachments; g ive  d a t e s  when on ly  p a r t  o f  r e p o r t  p e r i o d  is i n -  
volved,  o the rwi se  use  e n t i r e "  o r  " a l l " .  



AVIATION HISTORICAL SUMMARY - CONTINUED OPNAV MPDRT 5750-3. d 

opnlv FORM 5750-2 (REV. 4-60) PAQE Y OF 4 

PART I V  - SQUADRONS 

2 .  OPERAT l ONAL 

STATISTICS 

PART V - AIR STATIONS: On board r e f e r s  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t o  what i s  p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t ;  n o t  t o  be confused wi th  Rome P o r t  
ass ignment .  Do n o t  r e p e a t  u n i t s  r e p o r t e d  a s  on board i n  t h e  p rev ious  pe r iod  u n l e s s  t hey  depa r t ed  i n  t h i s  pe r iod .  For COD- 
p o s i t e  u n i t s  such  a s  C a r r i e r  A i r  Groups, r eco rd  on ly  t h e  p a r e n t  group. 

1 .  TYPE 4(C ASSIGNED NUMBER ON HAND 

1 . UN l TS ON BOARD 

PART V I  - DOCUENTARY MATERIAL APPENDED (Number s e r i a l l y  and d e s c r i b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  i n s u r e  p rope r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . )  

_DATE FIRST RECEIVED 

2. C W N D S  AND ACTIVIT IES ON BOARD 

ARR l VED DEPARTED 

ARR l VED DEPARTED 



c.rn1m ItArnING ' !I!~SW 

LANDING DATE SQUADRON A/C NO. PILOT 

1, pl(b(b 11 SEP 1961 VA 115 AD-6 5@7 LT,  

23 IdpIQI 16 NOV 1961 VA 112 A ~ D  2@ LT.  

3 ,  ~0 b JUL 1962 VF 111 F8U 111 LT.  

4,(Bldfd 6 AUG 1962 VA 115 AD6 5@2 CIYL, 

S ,  PlM 29 AUG 1962 VAN 13 Ap 687 Cm,  

6 s W  26 SEP 1962 VF lQ FbH lr13 LT,  

7,m 2 MOV 1963 VA 113 & 313 LT.   

8, 4@ 21 NOV 1962 VF'P 63 F8U 925; LT.  

9,rrrCSg 19 DM: 1962 VA 112 2@1 LTJG.  

l@, 81d$ 7 JAN 1963 VF lI.4 FB 4@8 I;T, 

1;1,#!@ 5 FEB 1963 VAW ll D 749 LTJ&,   

1 2 , W  4 MAR 1963 VAH 13 A3B 6@ LT.Pl  

13  3 (688 12 M Y  1963 W 121 F& 126 LT, 

1 L j  @M 1!8 JUN 1963 VA 125 A4C 7 LT.  

15, t&w 16 JUN 1963 VA 122 A 1 H  2161 LT. 
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G\!fP 7 +-, - USS KITTY HAWK (CVA-63) i. u ', . 1 ...>-- . ' 8  # ? ? ! / I  
CARE O F  FLEET POST OFFICE I 
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 

c v A e 3  /5720 

ser: 4551 
19 OCT 1963 

From: Commanding Officer,  USS KITTY HAWK (CVA-63) 
To: Chief of Naval Operations (-1 - @ 7 /fj 7 
Subj: Command History; annual submission of 

Ref : (a) OPNAVINST 5750~86 

1 :  (1) Ship's History, USS KITTY HAWK (CVA-63) 

lo In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is forwarded. 

W. E. DONNELLY ,, Jr. J f 

By direction 



SHIP'S HISTORY 
UsS KITTY HAWK (cvA-63) 

30 Sept. 1962 - 30 Sept. 1963 

On September 30, 1962, KITTY HAIrJK departed the Hawaiian Islands enroute 

t o  the Far East f o r  her f i r s t  Western Pacific Cruise. KITTY HAWK o f f i c i a l ly  

joined the Seventh Fleet  October 1, as she relieved the USS MIDWAY (CVA-41) , 

Her f i r s t  port-of-call was Yokosuka, Japan. 

On October 13, KITTY HAWK became f l ag  ship of the Seventh Fleet f o r  a 

day when hosting the chmge-of-command ceremony f o r  the U.S. S E m H  Fleet. 

Vice Admiral Thomas H. Ifoorer relieved Vice Admiral W i l l i a m  A. Schoech i n  

ceremonies a t  Yokosuka. 

On November 5, 1962, KITTY HAWK was named "Ship of the Yearn f o r  1961 

by the Girls Service Organization of the Amed Services YMCA-US i n  Phila- 

delphia, Penn., where the ship had been commissioned i n  April of tha t  year. 

KITTY HAWK v is i ted  Manila, P.I., where Carrier A i r  Group ELEVEN embarked 

participated i n  the Philippine Republic Aviation Week Air Show on November 24. 

Vice President of the Republic of the Philippines Emmanuel Pelaez and h i s  

wife made a formal v i s i t  t o  KITTY HAWK Ilovember 28 while the ship was a t  

I~lanila. The Vice President and his  wife were accompanied by the Ambassador 

t o  the Philippines and Mrs. W i l l i a m  E. Stevenson. 

KITTY HAWK was host t o  45 top mili tary guests of Admiral Harry D. Felt ,  

Commander-in-Chief, Pacific, from f ree  nations of Southwest Asia and the Western 

Pacific i n  December f o r  the a t  sea phase of a CINCPAC weapons demonstration. 

The Weapons Demonstration, coordinated by Commander SEVENTH Fleet, was in i t i a t ed  

t o  of fer  f r iendly foreign nations visual  knowledge of the advancements i n  

modern Naval weaponry. 'The guests boarded the ship December 3 and remained 

aboard f o r  the three day exercise which involved some 15 ships and more than 

10,000 m. The Naval demonstration included submarine warfare exercises 

1. Enclosure (1) 



(surface and a i r ) ,  underway replenishment, nuclear  submarine maneuvering, ant i -  

a i r c r a f t  gun f i r i ng ,  surface-to-air miss i le  shoots and s t a t i c  displzys. 

KITTY HAWK'S contribution t o  the exercise included a Te r r i e r  Missi le shoot, 

night  and day f l i g h t  operations, weapons d e l i v e ~ y ,  a i r c r a f t  r ides  f o r  guests, 

night  i l lumination and s t a t i c  displays. 

The ship  v i s i t ed  Hong Kong i n  the  ea r ly  parb of December 1962. The 

Public Information Office conducted a clothing drive f o r  refugees i n  Hong 

Kong, and with t h e  a id  of t h e  sh ip ' s  bakers taught t he  Chinese people a t  

a missionary camp how t o  use a bread making machine. 

December 18, 1962 saw the  f i r s t  Congressman make a night  j e t  landing 

aboard an a i r c r a f t  ca r r ie r ,  D r .  Durwad G. Hall, Springfield, Mo. Congressman 

Hall, representing t he  Seventh Congressional D i s t r i c t  of his s t a t e ,  was 

making an extensive t o u r  of m i l i t a ry  f a c i l i t i e s  of t he  Far  East a s  a member 

of t h e  House Armed Services Committee. He flew aboard KITTY HAWK from C l a k  

Air Force Base i n  t he  Phil ippines i n  a Navy Skywarrior bomber and departed 

ea r ly  the  morning of December 19. 

While s a i l i n g  t o  Cubic Point, NAS, P.I., Francis Cardinal Spellman was  

flown aboard t o  celebrate  lIass on December 23, 1962. Cardinal Spellman, 

Pl i l i tary  Vicar t o  Catholic chaplains i n  the  U. S. Armed Forces, v i s i t e d  the  

ship on h i s  twenty-first  annual year-end pilgrimage t o  spend Christmas 

holidays with t he  servicemen stat ioned overseas. The Cardinal f lew on board 

by he l icop te r  from nearby Sangley Point Naval A i r  S ta t ion,  P.I. 

During the  in-port period a t  Cubic Point, the  Bob Hope show was staged 

on t he  f l i g h t  deck. More than 6,000 s a i l o r s  and Marines "musteredH on 

KITTY HAWK'S f l i g h t  deck December 29th t o  watch the  13th  presentation of 

Bob Hope's 1962 annual Christmas Show. Hope's show on KITTY HAWK was his 

first on a Navy ship  since 1958. 



On January 2, 1963, KITTY HAWK returned t o  Yokosuka f o r  h e r  second visit. 

For  t h e  next  two and a half  months KITTY HANK v i s i t e d  var ious  p o r t s  i n  Japan 

inc luding Kobe, Beppu, and Iwakuni. 

On A p r i l  2, 1963, KITTY HAWK returned t o  h e r  homeport of San Diego. 

On May 4, 1963, CAPT Horace H. Epes, Jr., became t h e  t h i r d  Commanding Of f i ce r  

of KITTY HAWK, r e l i e v i n g  CAPT 'd. L. Cur t i s ,  Jr. Like CAPT Cur t i s ,  CAPT Epes 

had served a s  Commanding O f f i c e r  of t h e  USS THETIS BAY (LPH-6) before  coming 

t o  KITTY HAWK. 

The Executive Off icers  job changed hands on Thy 1s when CAPT IJill iam 

E. Donnelly, Jr., t h e n  Commander Donnelly, r e l i eved  CDR William G. Coulter. 

L a t e r  t h a t  month, KITTY WVJK hosted members of t h e  Ear ly  Naval Aviators  

Associat ion f o r  a one-day o r i e n t a t i o n  cru ise .  These "Bald Eaglesn, a s  they  a r e  

ca l led ,  meet each y e a r  t o  see  t h e  l a t e s t  i n  Naval Aviation. 

June 6, 1963, w i l l  always be a high po in t  i n  KITTY HAdK1s h i s to ry .  For 

t h a t  day and t h e  morning of June 7, KITTY HAIlJX was l i t e r a l l y  a l tFloat ing 

White Housett. Pres ident  John Kennedy was on board t o  view t h e  a t  s e a  phase 

of a FIRST F l e e t  Weapons Demonstration. From KXTTY HAWK'S F l i g h t  Deck, he 

viewed a t a s k  f o r c e  of 18 s h i p s  and mom than 10,000 men p lus  coun t l e s s  

number of a i r c r a f t  demonstrating t h e  powerful d e t e r r e n t  f o r c e  t h e  Navy has 

today. 

The Pres idents  o f f i c i a l  p a r t y  included t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Navy, t h e  

Chairman of t h e  J o i n t  Chiefs of S t a f f ,  Chief of Naval Operations, Commandant 

of t h e  l lar ine Corps, Governor Brown of C a l i f o r n i a  and t h e  Under Sec re ta ry  of 

t h e  Navy. More t h a n  100 members of t h e  na t ions  press  were aboard t o  r epor t  

t h e  demonstration. 

A week l a t e r  more than  200 t h i r d  c l a s s  cadets  from t h e  A i r  Force 

Academy embarked f o r  a week's c ru ise .  These tlFalconsu observed Naval A d a t i o n  

a s  p a r t  of t h e i r  summer i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  program wi th  a l l  branches of t h e  Armed 

3 Enclosure (1)  



Forces. 

On August 3, more than 3,000 ex t ra  crewmembers streamed aboard f o r  

the  t'nird annual Dependent's Day Cruise. They were t rea ted  t o  an a i r  show 

s imi l a r  t o  t he  one viewed by President Kennedy including an a i r - t o - a i r  

miss i le  shoot. 

KITTY HAWK l e f t  San Diego f o r  he r  second Middle Pac i f ic  Cruise August 

16, returning September 9. The crew enjoyed rest and recreation i n  Honolulu 

over t h e  Labor Day weekend. 

On September 25, 1963, KITTY ,UWK began a s e r i e s  of exercises off t he  

Cal i fornia  coast,  which included a ten-day s t r i k e  exercise as  a u n i t  of 

Commander FIRST Fleet '  s s t r i k ing  force. 

- USN - 
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USS KITTY HAWK (CVA-63) 
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 

From: Commanding Of f i ce r ,  USS KITTY UdEC (CVA-63) 
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-291SH) 

Subj: Annual Ship ' s  History;  submission of 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAV I n s t r u c t i o n  5750.7 
(b)  CNO ltr 3209 of 5 June 1963 F 

h c l :  (1) Ship ' s  h i s t o r y  f o r  1962 
(2) Photographs of events  
(3)  Bibliography of news events  

1. Xnclosures (11, (21, and. (3) a r e  forwarded i n  accordance with 
r e fe rences  ( a )  and (b) ,  

1 
H. H. 



SHIP ' S HISTORY 
USS KITTY HAMK (CVA-63) 

1962 

Jmuary lo 1962, saw KITTY HAWK i n  the  San Francisco Naval Shipyard 

4 for a past shakedown c ru i se  y a r d .  period. A change of command wag held 

May 5, 1962, as Capt. Walter L, Curtis, Jr. re l ieved Captain W i l l i a m  F, 

BrZngle to become KITTY HAWK'S second commanding of f ice r .  Capt, Bringle 

had been commanding o f f i c e r  s ince  Commissioning Day, April  29, 1961, 

Shortly the reaf te r ,  the  sh ip  l e f t  San Fraccisco and returned t o  her 

homeport of San Diego, California , f o r  re f resher  t r a in ing  and c a r r i e r  

landing qua l i f i ca t ionso  

With 75 NROTC Midshipman aboard, KITTY HAWK l e f t  San Diego June 25 

f o r  a MIDPAC Cruise with extensive operations near the  Hawaiian fslands, 

During t h e  c ru i se  the  sh ip  logged some 5,000 nau t i ca l  miles. Drills 

'and f l i g h t  operations were conducted day and night. A f i r s t  f o r  KITTY 

HAWK occurred during t he  c ru i se  when Rear Admiral C.H, ~ u e r f e l d t  became 

the  f i r s t  admiral t o  ever land his own a i r c r a f t  on our f l i g h t  deck* 

Duririg Wd-Pac operations KITTY HAWK was the  f i r s t  ship  i n  the  Pac i f ic  

F lee t  $0 embark an F4B Phantom I1 squadron, 

The sh ip  returned t o  San Diego July 16 and began a s e r i e s  of exer- 

cises off  the  Cal i fornia  coast ,  They included a ten-day weapons t r a in ing  

cruise  and a s t r i k e  enrercise as a unit of Commander FIRST F lee t ' s  

Oo September 1, the  sh ip  hosted more than 2,000 guests on its - 

Dependents' Day Cruiser Highlighting the cruise m e  a complete air 

show and r e s c w  operations performed by squadronsof Cstrfiar Alir Group . . 

Eleven. 

KITTY HAWK l e f t  San Diego September 13, 1962 on her  first Western , 

Pac i f ic  Cruise. Accompanyiqg KECTY HAWK on the  f i r s t  l e g  of her 

A 
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journey t o  the Far East were th l r teen  gentlemen of the press.,. !!?hey were 

top newsmen from Cot1ihmi.a and Arizona invited on the cmide as guest$ of 
_*" 

the Beeretar). of the Navy, The3 boarded KITTY HAWK dn depl-t day, %ternbebar 

13 arrd were given extensive guided tours of various deparhat@$ throyghout the 

ship during the aruise  from San Diego t o  Pearl Harbor, RITTY HAWK operated near 

the Hawaiian Islands f ~ r  two weeks. On October 7, 1962, KI'f?2 HAWK of f i c i a l ly  

became part  of the Seventh Fleet ae she relieved USS MIDWAY' (GVA-~~), Her 

f i r s t  port-of-oall was Yokosuka, (Iapan, 

On October 13, KITTY HfWK became f l a g  ship of the Beventh Eleet f o r  

a day when hoeting the  change-of-command ceremony 9- the B.*51; SEVENTH Fleet8 

Viar Admiral Thoma H r  Hoorex re1Ievad Vice Admiral W i l l *  A+$ Schoech. 

011 November 5, 1962, KITTY HAWK wae named *&ip uf the  Year" fo r  

1961 by the Mrla Servioe Organiqiation of the Armed S&wa YEA-US8 i n  

FhAladeLphla, Pcrtvr,, where the d i p  had been oo,lpmierisi.cmad 2% April of tha t  

year, KITTY HAWK vlai tsd &mila, PrI,, where Carrier Ai* Qmup ELEVEN embarked 

i n  KITTY HAWK prr t ia igatad i n  the Fkiligpiae Republia ItTllg,%bn Week Mr Show 

on November 24, Vioe Beeldent of the BepubUo of the Ph%l%ppinei~ 1Fhnrurnue1 

Prlaes and hir wife tmde a form1 vir r i t  t o  KXTTY U U K  NcfPamb6r 28 while the mhip 

war at anahor a t  &nila, The Vioe beetdent  and hie wife Ware aaoomganied by the 

knbrrador t o  *he BhiYipphss and Elrls, William HI, Sbevunem+ 

#ZI'PY HAWK was host t o  45 top a i l i t a r y  guscltb o f  Abniral Harry D, Fel t ,  

O o ~ a B ~ r ~ L n = ~ ~ f ,  Paaif4.0, iram SWLCPOIII of 8outhwaat Asia and the Weatera 

Pauif&a i n  ha em be^ fax tka at  laew plhrrar o f  r QINQPAQ werpanrr demonstration\ 

Illrc) wmp- d~moncrtrrtian, ~aardirutlioa~ o w d i m l e d  'by Omimnder SM2RF!B 

J%eaC, war Ut;imt@d t o  eftw t~ieradly forclip mtiana vS;&twP, howledge of 
i 

the advarruramautr 4ri modem kvuY weapawy. The guest& bmrdrd the d i p  

hoanber 9 urd ~ m i n a d  aboard iw L&M 



-- ,--- 
-7 

&$ exercise which involved some 15 sh ips  and over 10,000 men. The 

Naval par t  included submarine warfare exercises (surface and a i r ) ,  

underway replenishment, nuclear submarine maneuvering, an t i -a i rc ra f t  

gun f i r i ng ,  surface-to-air miesilp shoots and s t a t i c  displayem. KEM!I 

HAWKqs contribution to  the demo included a Terr ier  missile shoot, night 

and day f l i g h t  operations, weapons delivery, a i r c r a f t  r i des  f o r  guesta, 

night i l l m i n a t i o n  and s t a t i c  displays, 

The ,ship v ie i ted  Hong Kong i n  the ear ly  par t  of December 1962e 

The Public Information Office aboard ship conducted a clothing drive fw 

the  refugee6 i n  b n g  blong and with the a i d  of the ship% bakers t m  

the  Chinese people at  a missionary camp how t o  use a baead aaking meMae* 

December 18, 1962 e a w  the f i r e t  Congreesmn make a night j e t  landing 

aboard an a i r c r a f t  ca r r ie r ,  Dr, Durwqrd Ball, Springfield, Ho, I 

Congreeeman Hall, repreeenting the Seventh Congressional Dietr iot  of his 

s t a t e ,  was making an extensive tour o f  mili tary f a c i l i t i e s  of the Fa9 Barst 

a s  a member of the Houee Armed Services Committee* He flew aboard 

KITTY HAWK from Clark A i r  Force Barn i n  the Phil ippines i n  a Navy 

Bkywarrior bomber and departed ear ly  the  morning of December 194 

While eaili.ng to  Cubi Point, NAS, PII*, Francis Cardinal Spellman was 

flown aboakd t o  ~ e l e b r a t e  h s o  on Decsmbetr 23, 196& krdinal # p s l ~ l  

U U m  V % ~ a r  to CatboUe ~&pkJjur Sn the V.S. h e d  Porcea, v i s i t ed  

tho &g on U s  t w s a 0 p f i r s t  annual year-end pilgrimage t o  spend 

Christmas holidays with the servicemen etationed overseas. The Cardfnal 

flew on board by helicopter from nearby Sangley Point h a 1  A i r  Station,  
I 

PbI* 

k i n g  the in-port period at Cubi h i n t ,  the  Bob Hope ahoy was stagad 

on the f l i g h t  deak, Over 6,000 sailoPe and Mdlrinee ffmurtersdM on 

KITTY HAWKQs fli(2ht deck December 29U t o  watch the 13th prreerrt.ation 
> 



HAWK was his first one on a Navy ship since 1958. On January 2, 1963, * : 
\ 

KIT!W HAWK returned t o  Yskosuka for her second v i s i t ,  
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