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COMMAND HISTORY FOR USS JOHN L. HALL (FFG 32):  1987 

The f i r s t  day o f  1987 found the O l i ve r  Hazard Perry-c lass guided m i s s i l e  
f r i g a t e  JOHN L. HALL (FFG 32) i n  her  homeport o f  Mayport, F lo r ida .  Having 
r e c e n t l y  completed a successful  and e x c i t i n g  deployment t o  South America as p a r t  
of UNITAS X X V I I ,  JOHN L. HALL was i n  a stand down s ta tuse f o r  most o f  January. 

On 16 January Commander Ter ry  W, Moore r e l i e v e d  Commander Bob R. Pat ton as 
comnand ing  o f f i c e r .  During h i s  tenure as comnand ing  o f f i c e r ,  Comnander Patton 
took JOHN L. HALL on one major deployment t o  South America and several Caribbean 
Sea operat ions. Rear Admiral Richard F. Donnely, USN ( re t . )  was guest speaker 
f o r  t h e  re t i r emen t  ceremony. 

The f i r s t  underway per iod  was a sho r t  t r a i n i n g  c r u i s e  i n  t h e  Jacksonv i l le  
Operat ional Area (Jax Op Area) 3 - 6 February. JOHN L. HALL spent t he  r e s t  o f  
t he  month undergoing i n tens i ve  t r a i n i n g ,  school ing and upkeep i n  p repara t ion  f o r  
the  upcoming underway time. 

From 2-5 March JOHN L. HALL and USS AUBREY FITCH (FFG 34) p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
anti-submarine warfare exerc ises a t  the  A t l a n t i c  Underwater Test ing and 
Evaluat ion Center range near t h e  Bah~ama Islands. During the  simulated ASW 
c o n f l i c t s  many exerc ise  torpedoes were f i r e d .  JOHN L. HALL re turned t o  Mayport 
v i a  Freeport f o r  t h ree  days o f  l i b e r t y  i n  t h e  Bahamian r e s o r t  6-8 March. 

Savannah, GA, was the  nex t  p o r t  o f  c a l l  16-18 March a f t e r  a week-long s tay  
a t  home. The l a rge  I r i s h  popu la t ion  o f  t h e  c i t y  welcomed the JOHN L. HALL crew 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the na t i on  I s  secon~d l a r g e s t  Saint  Pa t r i ck  ' s  Day ce lebra t ion .  

On t h e  r e t u r n  home JOHN L. HALL received orders t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  CHECKMATE 
7 Law Enforcement Operations w i t h  th~e U.S. Coast Guard. Captain C. Murray, 
Comnander Caribbean Squadron (COMCRIBRON), h i s  s t a f f  and a Coast Guard Tac t i ca l  
Law Enforcement Team (TACLET) embarked i n  Guatanomo Bay, Cuba, f o r  the six-week 
drug i n t e r d i c t i o n  mission. 

JOHN L. HALL had good luck qu i ck l y .  On 27 March near t h e  Yucatan Penisula 
contac t  was made w i t h  the San Francilsco 11, a 60- foot  Mexican f i s h i n g  vessel-  
turned-drug runner. The Coast Guard TACLET boarded and discovered over 19 tons 
o f  marijuana. The San Francisco I 1  and i t s  crew were t rans fe r red  t o  Mexican 
a u t h o r i t i e s  on 28 March i n  t h e  l a rges t  se izure o f  CHECKMATE 7. 

Movement t o  the  southern Caribbean r e s u l t e d  i n  a successful  search and 
rescue mission. On 9 A p r i l  JOHN L. HALL rendered assistance t o  the  three-man 
crew o f  Venezuelan f i s h i n g  vessel C.R. Franca I which had been l o s t  a t  sea f o r  
21 days. The happy and weary s a i l o r s  were t rans fe r red  the  nex t  day t o  a 
Columbian tug  which t ransported them s a f e l y  t o  Santa Marta, Columbia. 

With the  remainder o f  t h e  Law Enforcement Operations passing w i thou t  
inc ident ,  COMCARIBRON and the TACLET were debarked i n  Roosevelt Roads 12 A p r i l .  

The nex t  day JOHN L. HALL s a i l e d  f o r  Fort-de-France, Mart inique. Three days 
o f  l i b e r t y  prov ided a n i c e  r e s p i t e  from t h e  pas t  f i v e  weeks o f  i n tens i ve  
operat ions. While i n  Mart in ique JOHN L. HALL and the  American consulate co- 
sponsored a c o c k t a i l  p a r t y  onboard f o r  French m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  o f f i c i a l s .  
The sh ip  a lso  hosted c h i l d r e n  from L1  Esperance orphanage. The crew t rea ted  the  



c h i l d r e n  t o  a f i r s t - r a t e  t o u r  o f  t h e  sh ip  and donated spor ts  equipment t o  the  
orphanage. 

Af ter  almost s i x  weeks of unexpected operat ions t h e  r e t u r n  t o  Mayport on 20 
Apr i  1  was a welcome homecoming. 

From 4-7 May JOHN L. HALL was underway conduct ing ASW exerc ises w i t h  USS 
HYMAN G. RICKOVER (SSN 709). On 7 Mby orders were received t o  proceed south t o  
the  Caribbean Sea again t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  Exercise So l i d  Shield, a b iannual  
exerc ise designed t o  t r a i n  U.S. forces f o r  poss ib le  operat ions i n  support and 
defense o f  t h e  Western Hemisphere. JOHN L. HALL jo ined USS SAIPAN (LHA 2),  USS 
BAINBRIDGE (CGN 25) and o ther  fo rces  o f  the  A t l a n t i c  F lee t  i n  the Jax Op Area. 
On t h e  t r a n s i t  south and throughout t h e  per iod  var ious  f l e e t  exerc ises and 
evo lu t i ons  were conducted. Exercises such as communications d r i l l s ,  t a c t i c a l  
maneuvering, f l a g  ho i s t s ,  underway replenishment, quarant ine operat ions, a n t i -  
a i r ,  ant i -sur face,  and anti-submarine warfare t a c t i c s  a l l  provided exce l l en t  
oppor tun i t i es  t o  learn and experience b a t t l e  group and esco r t  operat ions. So l i d  
Shie ld f i n i s h e d  o f f  the  coast  o f  Honduras w i t h  a mock invas ion  and quarant ine 
exercises. Honduran fo rces  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  both f i n a l  phases o f  t h e  exercises. 

JOHN L. HALL re turned t o  Mayport 16 May. That Fr iday, 22 May, President 
Ronald Reagan p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  memorial serv ices  f o r  USS STARK (FFG 31) he ld  on 
base. The JOHN L. HALL f a m i l y  extended i t s e l f  and prov ided many volunteers f o r  
serv ices  such as ushers and d r i v e r s  t o  a i d  mourning fam i l i es .  

On 26 May JOHN L. HALL was underway once again, t h i s  t ime operat ing w i t h  USS 
FORRESTAL (CV 59) conducting a i r  t r aok ing  and esco r t  services. Six  midshipmen 
from the U.S. Naval Academy were aboard f o r  t r a i n i n g  on a summer c ru ise .  

Two days l a t e r  JOHN L. HALL detached and s a i l e d  f o r  Bermuda. The th ree  days 
o f  l i b e r t y  (1-4 June) enabled the crew t o  enjoy the  B r i t i s h  colony. A f t e r  a 
36-hour s top i n  Mayport 6-8 June JOHN L. HALL conducted ASW operat ions i n  t h e  
Jax Op Area, r e t u r n i n g  11 June and remaining i n p o r t  u n t i l  21 June. 

Operating w i t h  USS FORRESTAL 22-45 June, JOHN L. HALL conducted ASW 
operat ions w i t h  the  c a r r i e r ' s  S-3s and SH-3s. On 24 June JOHN L. HALL 
replenished underway w i t h  t h e  For res ta l .  On t h e  af ternoon o f  25 June two rounds 
o f  c h a f f  were launched f o r  t r a i n i n g .  Por t  Everglades was the  next l i b e r t y  po r t ,  
a r r i v i n g  29 June a f t e r  t h ree  days o f  independent steaming exercises. 

The sho r t  i n p o r t  pe r iod  i n  Mayport i n  the  beginning o f  Ju l y  was a busy bu t  
rewarding one. On 1 J u l y  Chief E lec t ron i cs  Technician  was 
commissioned a Chief Warrent O f f i c e r .  On 2 Ju l y  Rear Admiral M. P. Kal leres,  
Commander Cruiser  Destroyer Group Twelve (COMCRUDESGRU TWELVE), jo ined the  
wardroom f o r  lunch and conducted an awards presenta t ion  ceremony honoring 
several  o f  JOHN L. HALL'S t o p  performers. Chief  Warrent O f f i c e r   and 
Data Systems Technician F i r s t  Class (now Ch ie f )    were presented a 
$5,170.00 cash award f o r  a j o i n t  cos t  and labor-saving b e n e f i c i a l  suggest i o n  
concerning wear and tea r  on communications headsets. 

USS JOHN L. HALL crewmembers enjoyed spending the 4 th  o f  Ju l y  ho l i day  w i t h  
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n  Mayport. The ship returned t o  sea 6 Ju l y  w i t h  her 
des t i na t i on :  t h e  AUTEC range and southern Caribbean f o r  more Law Enforcement 
Operations . 



JOHN L. HALL moored i n  Puerto Rico 7 J u l y  t o  onload food, f u e l  and o the r  
supp l ies  necessary fo r  the  upcoming employment. The midshipmen debarked, a 
Coast Guard TACLET embarked and t h e  sh ip  was underway on t h e  9th. 

While steaming on p a t r o l  the  crew was cons tan t l y  t es ted  w i t h  gun exercises, 
general  quar te rs  and man overboard d r i l l s .  T ra in ing  was g iven by the  TACLET t o  
members o f  the s h i p ' s  se l f -defense s e c u r i t y  f o r ce  i n  bas ic  phys i ca l  s e c u r i t y  
p r i ncp  les. 

Saturday 18 J u l y  saw a break i n  t h e  law enforcement r o u t i n e  as JOHN L. HALL 
was c a l l e d  t o  answer a search and rescue c r y  from a ship o f f  the  coast  o f  
Nicaragua. The ship, a suspected drug runner, has r u n  aground and an 18-hour 
t r e k  a t  f u l l  speed began. 

When t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  was reached t h e  TACLET boarded t h e  Columbian f i s h i n g  
vessel and discovered enough mari juana res idue t o  a r r e s t  the  crew o f  three. FFG 
32 rendezvoused w i t h  t h e  Co lumbian f r i g a t e  Caldas and t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  pr isoners .  

On 25 J u l y  t he  crw p a r t i c i p a t e d  Sn a s a f e t y  stand down. Three days l a t e r  
JOHN L. HALL p u l l e d  a longside USNS WACCAMAW (T-A0 109) f o r  t h e  l a s t  f o  t h ree  
underway replenishments dur ing  the  c ru ise .  On complet ion o f  t he  r e f u e l i n g  she 
detached and steamed f o r  t h e  Grenadine i s l a n d  o f  Carriacou. 

Carriacou occupies b a r e l y  13 square m i l es  o f  land b u t  i t  was crowded w i t h  
na t i ves  and v i s i t o r s  f rom as f a r  away as Connect icut and France c e l e b r a t i n g  the  
annual Grenadine Regatta Fes t i va l .  

JOHN L. HALL anchored two m i  l e s  f rom t h e  i s l and  on 2 August and was an 
immediate h i t  w i t h  the  Carriacouans as a Regatta parade w i t h  the  s h i p ' s  c o l o r  
guard i n  format ion drew cheers f rom onlookers. The nex t  f o u r  days were f i l l e d  
w i t h  music, sports,  and f e s t i v a l  events. 

JOHN L. HALL weighed anchor on t h e  5 th  and steamed through the  Grenadines on 
her  way t o  Bridgetown, Barbados. A r r i v i n g  i n  Barbados on 8 August, she began 
severa l  c i v i c  a c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  t o  assCst t h e  townspeople. 

A f t e r  a three-day v i s i t  i n  Bridgetown the  sh ip  began a t r a n s i t  t o  Roosevelt 
Roads, Puerto Rico. August 11 th  saw JOHN L. HALL success fu l l y  complete 2 o f  2 
m i s s i l e  shots aga ins t  drones on the  A t l a n t i c  F lee t  Weapons Range. The sh ip  
spent t h e  n i g h t  i n  Roosevelt Roads and p u l l e d  i n  l i n e s  enroute t o  Sa in t  Thomas, 
U.S. V i r g i n  Is lands  on 12 August. Three days i n  t h a t  p o r t  of c a l l  saw JOHN L. 
HALL end her  Caribbean sumner and begin a most welcome voyage home. 

23 August began a very  important  week f o r  JOHN L. HALL'S Supply Department 
as t h e  Supply Management Inspect  i on  began. The e f f o r t s  expended i n  p repara t ions  
f o r  the i nspec t i on  were rewarded, however, as JOHN L. HALL received s i x  grades 
o f  outs tanding and one o f  exce l l en t .  These r e s u l t s  earned t h e  sh ip  her second 
consecut ive Supply Blue "EN award, a f i r s t  i n  Destroyer Squadron E i g h t ' s  
h i s t o r y .  

The f i r s t  h a l f  o f  September saw JOHN L. HALL undergoing an in te rmed ia te  
maintenance a v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  Mayport t o  prepare f o r  her t r i p  t o  t he  shipyard. 
Four September was a busy day for  t h e  Phalanx Close-In Weapon System techn ic ians  
as they  worked f o r  ten  hours i n  a ra ins to rm t o  a s s i s t  SIMA i n  removing the  



Phalanx system f o r  an overhaul i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Kentucky. 

On 13 September JOHN L. HALL took i n  mooring 1  ines  a t  Naval S ta t i on  Mayport 
f o r  t h e  l a s t  t ime i n  q u i t e  a  wh i l e  as she headed f o r  an extended drydocked 
s e l e c t i v e  r e s t r i c t e d  avai l a b i  1  i t y  (EDSRA) per iod  t o  undergo maintenance and 
mod i f i ca t i ons  a t  Avondale Shipyard near New Orleans, Louisiana. 

On 15 September, a f t e r  a  10 % hour t r i p  up the M iss i ss ipp i  River, JOHN L. 
HALL moored a t  Wetdock #1 a t  Avondale Shipyard. Almost immediately shipyard 
workers swarmed aboard t o  commence work. 

On 17 September th ree  f i r s t  c l a s s  p e t t y  o f f i c e r s  shed t h e i r  dungarees f o r  
new sets o f  khakis.  Chief Gas Turbine Systems Technician ,  
Chief  F i r e  Controlman , and Chief Data Systems Technician  

 were i n i t i a t e d  i n t o  the ranks o f  JOHN L. HALL'S Chief Pe t t y  O f f i c e r  
mess. 

The nex t  day saw t h e  s h i p ' s  engineers working s ide by  s ide  w i t h  Avondale 
workers as the  overhaul o f  the Ship 's  Service Diesel Generators commenced. At 
the  same t ime t h e  o the r  s h i p ' s  deparOments were busy moving c ra tes  o f  gear t o  
the  Avondale warehouse prov ided f o r  storage o f  JOHN L. HALL gear du r ing  her  
s tay  . 

On 21 september t h e  pr imary  Mk 92 F i r e  Contro l  System radar  antennae were 
removed from the ship. Scaf fo ld ing began c l i n b i n g  the  mast and a l l  v e n t i l a t i o n  
exhausts and in takes  were covered t o  prevent  e x t e r i o r  sandblast ing p a r t i c l e s  from 
en te r i ng  the  ship. 

The du ra t i on  o f  September and the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  October were f i l l e d  w i t h  
g r ind ing ,  welding, pounding and c u t t i n g  as Avondale prepared JOHN L. HALL t o  
en te r  t he  drydock 16 October. 

A t  0750 on t h e  16th JOHN L. HALL took i n  t h e  mooring l i n e s  fo r  t h e  sho r t  t r i p  t o  
the  drydock. With the  assis tance o f  Avondale tugs and the exper t  seamanship of 
the  dockmaster and t h e  JOHN L. HALL duty  sect ion, the  kee l  o f  t h e  sh ip  was "on 
the  b locks"  and the  water was pumped from the f l o a t i n g  drydock. 

The major h u l l  mod i f i ca t i ons  s t a r t e d  the  nex t  day. The s h i p ' s  sonar dome 
was prepared f o r  removal, as was the screw, rudder and var ious  o ther  underwater 
gear. Holes were c u t  i n  t he  h u l l  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  sandblast ing the  i ns ides  of 
f ue l ,  water and b a l l a s t  tanks and prepare f o r  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of the f i n  
stab i 1 i zers. 

A t  t h e  same t ime superst ructure and i n t e r i o r  work was a l so  being done. 
Accesses were c u t  i n t o  the supers t ruc ture  t o  a i d  removal o f  equipment from 
Combat Informat  i on  Center, Sonar Contro 1  and o ther  equipment spaces. The 
t rans format ion  o f  JOHN L. HALL i n t o  a  LAMPS Mk 111-capable warship was underway. 

The 25th day o f  November was a  mi les tone f o r  s h i p ' s  boatswain Senior Chief  
Boastswain Mate  . He ended h i s  34-year Navy career  being piped 
ashore i n  a  re t i r emen t  ceremony a t  Vlavant V i l lage,  the  Avondale Shipyards 
I n d u s t r i e s '  b e r t h i n g  complex f o r  the  crew dur ing  the  overhaul. 

December 15th was a  mi les tone for  t h e  sh ip  as t h e  25 percent  mark of t h e  



EDSRA was reached. The 25 percent  canference was he ld  w i t h  Captain Glynn Q. 
Lane, Commander Destroyer Squadron Elght,  i n  attendance from Mayport. 

The f i r s t  o f  two Christmas/New Year's leave per iods  f o r  t he  crew began 17 
December and JOHN L. HALL f i n i s h e d  1987 as she had s ta r ted  it, i n  a ho l i day  
leave standown. 




