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F r o m :  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS HONOLULU ( S S N  7 1 8 )  
T o  : D i r e c t o r  o f  N a v a l  H i s t o r y  (OP-OSBH) ,  W a s h i n g t o n  N a v y  Y a r d ,  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C .  2 0 3 7 4 - 0 5 7 1  

S u b j :  SUBMISSION OF COMMAND HISTORY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1 9 8 9  

R e f :  ( a )  OPNAVINST 5 7 5 0 . 1 2 E  

E n c l :  ( 1 )  Command H i s t o r y  

1 .  P e r  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  c o v e r i n g  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1 9 8 9  
i s  s u b m i t t e d .  



The s h i p  s t a r t e d  t h e  year  1989 on he r  second Wes te rn  
P a c i f i c  dep loymen t .  A lmos t  i m m e d i a t e l y  upon l e a v i n g  P e a r l  
H a r b o r ,  t h e  s h i p  r e c e i v e d  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  s c h e d u l e  change 
t h a t  w o u l d  p u t  he r  a t  sea f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  month o f  J a n u a r y  
p e r f o r m i n g  a  c l a s s i f i e d  m i s s i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  
o f  a d i r e c t  t r a n s i t  and upkeep i n  Yokosuka,  Japan.  Upon 
a r r i v a l  i n  Japan on 29 J a n u a r y ,  t h e  s h i p  commenced a  h e c t i c  
and demanding 10 day upkeep p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  on PACSUBASWEX 
89-2,  a  two week underway t i m e  w h i c h  t e s t e d  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  
ocean e d d i e s  and c u r r e n t s  on sound p r o p a g a t i o n .  

Upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  ASWEX, t h e  s h i p  p u l l e d  i n t o  
S u b i c  Bay ,  R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  f o r  a n o t h e r  upkeep 
p e r i o d  and some much d e s e r v e d  l i b e r t y .  The c r e w  e n j o y e d  t h e  
s i g h t s  and sounds t h e  f r i e n d l y  p o p u l a t i o n  had t o  o f f e r ,  and 
s e v e r a l  a s s i s t e d  i n  a  COMSEVENTHFLT p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  o f f i c e  
r e q u e s t  t o  h e l p  p a i n t  a  l o c a l  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l .  The s h i p  
e a g e r l y  d e p a r t e d  S u b i c  Bay on 9  March  bound f o r  t h e  
d e s i g n a t e d  l i b e r t y  p o r t  o f  Hong Kong. 

Upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  submerged and 10 hour  s u r f a c e  
t r a n s i t  i n t o  Hong Kong h a r b o r  and t y i n g  up t o  t h e  USNS S i o u x  
( w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  m o o r i n g  and some h o t e l  s e r v i c e s ) ,  t h e  c r e w  
was g i v e n  f i v e  days  o f  l i b e r t y  i n  t h i s  b u s t l i n g  m e t r o p o l i s .  
Many t o o k  advan tage  o f  t h e  C h i n a  F l e e t  C l u b ' s  exchange and 
d i d  some s e r i o u s  s h o p p i n g  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  o r i e n t a l  r u g s  
t o  f i n e  c h i n a  t o  t a i l o r  made c l o t h i n g .  Eve ryone  a g r e e d  t h a t  
t h i s  was t h e  b e s t  s t o p  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  dep loymen t .  

From Hong Kong,  t h e  s h i p  was s c h e d u l e d  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  
C h i n h a e ,  Korea  f o r  a  two week p r e - o p e r a t i o n  upkeep moored 
o u t b o a r d  t h e  USS P r o t e u s  (AS-19 ) ;  however t h e  s c h e d u l e  was 
a g a i n  changed and HONOLULU was s e n t  on a n o t h e r  c l a s s i f i e d  
m i s s i o n .  T h i s  r educed  our  upkeep t i m e  f r o m  13 days  down t o  
j u s t  5 .  The f r a n t i c  pace o f  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  upkeep was h i n d e r e d  
somewhat by  t h e  remo te  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e n d e r ,  mak ing  i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  u n a v a i l a b l e  r e p a i r  p a r t s  t o  t h e  s h i p .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  c r e w  members t o o k  advan tage  o f  t h e  few o f f  h o u r s  
t h e y  had t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  a r e a s  a r o u n d  Ch inhae  and Pusan, 
e n j o y i n g  t h e  l o c a l  c o l o r  and f l a v o r ,  t hough  i t  was n o t  
t h o u g h t  o f  as  h i g h l y  as  o t h e r  p o r t s  we had v i s i t e d .  

The s h i p  d e p a r t e d  Ko rea  t h e  day o f  t h e i r  Nava l  
Academy's  g r a d u a t i o n ,  May 4 t h ,  and t r a n s i t e d  up t o  Yokosuka,  
Japan t o  l o a d  t h e  TB-23 t h i n - l i n e  towed sonar  a r r a y .  From 
Yokosuka,  H o n o l u l u  l e f t  f o r  he r  d e s i g n a t e d  two month l o n g  
c l a s s i f i e d  S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n .  

Upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  c r u i s e ,  t h e  s h i p  
p u l l e d  i n t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  Guam on 14 June f o r  a  p o s t -  
o p e r a t i o n  upkeep ,  a g a i n  w i t h  t h e  P r o t e u s .  T h i s  s i x  day 
upkeep was h e c t i c  b u t  f r u i t f u l ,  mak ing  s e v e r a l  m i n o r  r e p a i r s  
and p r e p a r i n g  t h e  b o a t  f o r  he r  upcoming O p e r a t i o n  R e a c t o r  
S a f e g u a r d s  Exam (ORSE) as  w e l l  as  h e r  a r r i v a l  back  t o  P e a r l  
H a r b o r .  I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t h e  c r e w  some r e l a x a t i o n  and much 
needed t i m e  o f f  t h e  s h i p .  



B i d d i n g  a  f o n d  f a r e w e l l  t o  t h e  P r o t e u s  and Guam, t h e  
s h i p  l e f t  and began a  g r u e l i n g  workup  o f  d r i l l s  and 
e v o l u t i o n s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  ORSE, s c h e d u l e d  t o  t a k e  
p l a c e  upon r e t u r n  t o  P e a r l  Ha rbo r  on June 2 7 t h .  The exam 
went w e l l ,  w i t h  no g r a d e s  o f  l e s s  t h a n  Ave rage .  The 
t r i u m p h a n t  r e t u r n  t o  p o r t  was June 2 8 t h ,  w i t h  w i v e s  and 
f a m i l i e s  onhand t o  g r e e t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and c rew .  

The r e t u r n  t o  P e a r l  Ha rbo r  a l s o  commenced an i n f o r m a l  
s tanddown p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  c r e w  t h a t  l a s t e d  u n t i l  l a t e  J u l y ,  
when t h e  s h i p  o f f i c i a l l y  s t a r t e d  i t s  workup  f o r  t h e  upcoming 
Nava l  T e c h n i c a l  P r o f i c i e n c y  I n s p e c t i o n  ( N T P I ) .  D u r i n g  t h i s  
t i m e ,  t h e  s h i p  f i n e  t u n e d  i t s  r e c o r d s  and a b i l i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  
v a r i o u s  weapons r e l a t e d  e v o l u t i o n s .  The e f f o r t  expended 
r e s u l t e d  i n  one o f  t h e  f i n e s t  i n s p e c t i o n s  e v e r ,  w i t h  g r a d e s  
O u t s t a n d i n g  i n  e v e r y  a r e a .  

A lmos t  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  
NTPI ,  t h e  s h i p  was i n f o r m e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be d e p a r t i n g  on i t s  
s c h e d u l e d  N o r t h e r n  P a c i f i c  dep loyment  a  week e a r l y ,  t o  l e a v e  
on September 9 .  The p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  two month l o n g  
t r i p  wen t  i n t o  a  f e v e r  p i t c h ,  and t h e  s h i p  s u c c e s s f u l l y  l e f t  
on s c h e d u l e  t o  p e r f o r m  i t s  c l a s s i f i e d  m i s s i o n .  

Upon t h e  r e t u r n  t o  P e a r l  H a r b o r  on 30 O c t o b e r ,  t h e  c r e w  
s t o o d  down f o r  t h e  rema inde r  o f  t h e  week,  t h e n  g o t  underway 
a g a i n  t o  s u p p o r t  F l e e t  T r a i n i n g  Group s e r v i c e s  w i t h  some 
s u r f a c e  s h i p s ,  and t h e  week f o l l o w i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  
a  Squadron One s h i p  d u r i n g  t h e i r  T a c t i c a l  Read iness  Exam. I t  
was d u r i n g  t h i s  week t h a t  H o n o l u l u  g o t  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h e y  w e r e  
t o  be  t h e  s h i p  Congressman L e s  A s p i n ,  Cha i rman o f  t h e  House 
Armed S e r v i c e s  Commi t tee  w o u l d  r i d e  f r o m  L a h a i n a ,  Maui  t o  
P e a r l  Ha rbo r  d u r i n g  h i s  t o u r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d s .  

When t h e  s h i p  p u l l e d  back i n  t o  p o r t  on 1 7  November, an 
a l l  o u t  e f f o r t  was made t o  g e t  t h e  s h i p  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  V I P  
t o u r ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l s o  i n c l u d e  COMSUBPAC (RADM C o l l e y )  and 
COMSUBRON SEVEN (CAPT B o y e r ) .  The s h i p  was p a i n t e d  b o t h  
i n s i d e  and o u t ,  and on t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  25 November t h e  s h i p  
g o t  underway t o  p i c k  up t h e  A d m i r a l  and Congressman. The 
t o u r  i n c l u d e d  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t o  nep .  A s p i n  many o f  t h e  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  a  6 8 8 - c l a s s  submar i ne  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
e n v i r o n m e n t s  as w e l l  as  showing  h i m  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  s h i p .  

A f t e r  d r o p p i n g  t h e  Congressman and A d m i r a l  o f f ,  t h e  
s h i p  wen t  back  t o  sea t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  s u r f a c e  
comba tan t s  and p u l l e d  back  i n t o  p o r t  t h e  3 0 t h  o f  November 
whereupon i t  g o t  r e a d y  t o  e n t e r  d r y  dock on t h e  1 s t  o f  
December remove some o f  t h e  i n s t a l l e d  b a l l a s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
a l l o w  a  new b a t t e r y  t o  be i n s t a l l e d  onboa rd .  

The rema inde r  o f  t h e  December was s p e n t  i n  d r y d o c k ,  
h a v i n g  P e a r l  Ha rbo r  Nava l  S h i p y a r d  remove some 50 t o n s  o f  
i r o n  b a l l a s t  f r o m  t h e  ma in  b a l l a s t  t a n k s ,  as  w e l l  as  w o r k  on 
t h e  AN/BQA-8 hyd rophone  sys tem and r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  AN/BQQ- 
5 h u l l  a r r a y  hyd rophones .  The t i m e  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t h e  c r e w  
much needed i n p o r t  t i m e  t o  g e t  r e a q u a i n t e d  w i t h  f a m i l y  and 
f r i e n d s  a f t e r  a  year  t h a t  saw an  o p e r a t i n g  tempo o f  c l o s e  t o  
80% and some 100 ,000  m i l e s  steamed. 


