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From: Commanding Officer, USS HONOLULU (SSN 718) |
To: Commander, Naval Historical Center, Washington D. C.
Subj: SUBMISSION OF BASIC HISTORICAL NARRATIVE FOR CY 1988
- Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12D o
" Encl: (1) Historical Narrative . . i ,
1. As per reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted for :

inclusion in the hi_;storical package of USS HONOLULU (SSN 718).
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After the holiday standdown, the ship commenced her
first Selective ReStricted Availability with Pearl| Harbor
Naval Shipyard, entering drydock on January 7, 1988.
Modifications were made to several propulsion plant systems
as well as instaliation of the BQR-22 "Bowlegs" spectrum
analyzer and the TB-23X thin line towed. array. Additionally,
the ship went through a modified Integrated Logistics Review,
having a new COSAL installed for supply support. Significant
difficulties were encountered re-installing the propeller
shaft seals, and the ship ended the availability in early
March, 1988, two weeks behind the original schedule.

In early April, rubber particles were discovered in the
propulsion lubrication oil system which were traced to a
deteriorating sound isolation coupling between the propulision
reduction gears and the shaft. Replacement of the coupling
was accomplished by Pear| Harbor Naval Shipyard during a
three week technical availability.

On May 10th, 1988 at 1300 on pier S-1B, Naval Submarine
Base Pear| Harbor, Hawaii, CDR J. E. Enright relieved CDR T.
J. Flanagan as Commanding Officer. CDR Flanagan was awarded
the Meritorious Service Medal (gold star in lieu of third
award) from the Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet for
his meritorious performance as Commanding Officer.

The day after the Change of Command started a demanding
schedule of operations, including testing ef the new thin
line towed array and BQR-22A systems. On May 30th, the ship
left Pear| Harbor to participate in the seven week long
RIMPAC 88, a multi-national fleet exercise involving forces
from Japan, Canada and Australia as well as the U.S. This
concluded with a 5 day liberty stop in San Diego over the
Fourth of July weekend.

On the way home to Pear| Harbor, the ship received
notification of an unscheduled ORSE, for which an overall
grade of Average was earned. After returning to Pear]l
Harbor, the ship entered a two week upkeep period prior to
participating in Prospective Commanding Officer (PCO)
operations with USS LOUISVILLE (SSN-721) from August 9
through 30. This rigorous at sea period took HONOLULU to the
Barking Sands range off Kauai, ending in a 3 day liberty stop
at Lahaina, Maui and dependents cruise back to Pear|.

The month of September was spent largely in drydock as
sound monitoring equipment was installed in the torpedo tubes
and tube doors as a project for NAVSEA in an attempt to
determine the cause of a class wide problem with high speed
sound transients.. The week of 27 September was spent at sea
performing sound testing and being administered a very
successful Supply Management Inspection by COMSUBPAC.
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The next two weeks were spent in port after which the ship took
part in PACSUBASWEX 89-1 from 17 - 21 October, immediately
gdiggllowed by the ship's third Tactical Readiness Exam from 24-28
October. 'The crew responded well to the rigors of this test of
‘its ability to fight the ship, rece1V1ng grades of average or
above average in all areas.

After the TRE, " the ship spent the entire month of November
working to get the ship ready for its rapidly approaching second
Western Pacific deployment in POM upkeep with the Pearl Harbor
IMA. December was filled with underway time performing final
calibrations and becoming certified by COMSUBRON SEVEN to be fit
for WESTPAC durlng the flnal 5 day underway from 12 - 16 -

~December. .

The crew spent a hectic final two weeks of December'loading and . Y
stowing the ship for sea before a quiet and reflective Christmas -
Day. Two days later, on a cloudy and rainy 27 December 1988, the

“ HONOLULU departed for her second 51x month Western P801f1Ci
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