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USS GUNSTON HALL (LSD-44) N a r r a t i v e  f o r  1992 

From 1 January t o  8 January 1992, GUWSTON HALL was moored t o  P ie r  11, Ber th 
2, Naval S ta t i on ,  Norfo lk .  Ha l f  o f  t h e  crew was on ho l i day  leave as t h e  sh ip  
made prepara t ions  t o  get underway f o r  Jamaica t o  o f f - l oad  U. S. Army Corps o f  
Engineers. Preparat ions inc luded r e c e i p t  o f  f u e l  and s t o r e s  a t  t h e  p i e r .  

From d January t o  23 January 1992, GUNSTON HALL proceeded south t o  Rocky 
Po in t ,  Jamaica, and conducted an o f f  ]odd o f  t h e  U. S. Army Corps o f  Engineers 
v i a  wet-well us ing  Landing C r a f t  U t i l i t y  (LEU). The Corps o f  Engineers were p a r t  
of  a r e l i e f  e f f o r t  t o  cons t ruc t  schools and p u b l i c  b u i l d i n q s  i n  southern Jamaica. 
The sh ip  anchored i n  Por t land B igh t  and from 12 January t o  14 Jan~lary 1992 
conducted 72 hours o f  cont inuous LCU amphibious operat ions. On 15 January 1992, 
t he  sh ip  a r r i v e d  a t  Naval S ta t i on ,  Gctantanamo Bay, Cuba f o r  a b r i e f  s top t o  
change LCUs f o r  t ranspor t  t o  Nor fo lk .  Underway t h e  same day, t h e  sh ip  a r r i v e d  a t  
Nassau, Bahamas and moored a t  Ber th 19 Pr ince  Charles P i e r  f o r  a p o r t  v i s i t  17 
January t o  28 January 1992. Underway on t h e  28th o f  January, t h e  sh ip  a r r i v e d  a t  
L i t t l e  Creek on 23 January where she of f - loaded t h e  LCU and proceeded t o  homeport 
a t  t h e  Naval Amphibious Base where she remained u n t i l  3 February. 

On 29 and 38 January, GUNSTON HALL conducted a Diesel  Mobi le  Tra in ing  Team 
(DMTT) v i s i t .  The sh ip  received grades o f  S a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  Outstanding i n  a l l  
areas. 

The sh ip  was underway on 3 February f o r  t r a n s i t  t o  Naval S ta t ion ,  Yorktown, 
V i r g i n i a ,  where she conducted an ammunition o f f - l o a d  on 3 and 4 o f  February i n  
p repara t ion  f o r  a Planned Maintenance A v a i l a b i l i t y  (FHA) i n  Metro Machine 
Shipyard, Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a .  The sh ip  removed a l l  ammunition w i t h  the  except ion 
o f  t r a i n i n g  rounds f o r  .45 Cal p i s t o l s .  GUNSTON HALL then proceeded t o  Naval 
S ta t ion ,  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  and moored a t  P i e r  2 where she defueled t o  25 percent  
capac i ty  on 6 February. 

On I 0  February 1992, GUNSTON HALL got  ctnderway from Naval S ta t ion ,  Nor fo lk  
t o  Metro Machine near downtown Nor fo l k  and moored a t  Metro Machine P i e r  3. The 
sh ip  began a th ree  month Planned Maintenance A v a i l a b i l i t y .  

From 10 February t o  5 May 1992, GUNSTON HALL conducted her PMA yard per iod.  
On 5 March 1992, t he  sh ip  was v i s i t e d  by Commander, Amphibious Squadron TEN 
(Captain James C. Van Slyke, L inea l  Number 881781-68). From 25 March 1992 
through 28 G p r i l ,  Commander, Amphibious Squadron FOUR (Captain Morton W. Kenyon - 
L inea l  Number - W81992-98) embarked i n  GUNSTON HALL. On 20 A p r i l  1942, 
Commander, Amphibious Squadron FOUR'S pennant was s h i f t e d  from t h e  USS GUNSTON 
HALL t o  USS GUAM (Captain Gary W. Stubbs - L inea l  Number - 882387-58). The sh ip  
conducted dockside t r i a l s  on 30 A p r i l .  On 1 May 1992, major f l o o d i n g  was 
repor ted  i n  A u x i l i a r y  Machinery Room #1 (AMR1) due t o  a clogged Contaminated 
Hold ing Tank (CHT) r i s e r  valve. No major damage o r  i n j u r i e s  resu l ted .  The sh ip  
s h i f t e d  from P ie r  3 t o  t h e  Finger  P ie r ,  Metro Machine Shipyard on 1 May. The 
s h i p ' s  60 Ton Crane and 28 Ton Crane were s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  weight t es ted  on 4 May 
1992. 



The sh ip  was underway on 5 and 6 May t o  conduct post-maintenance sea 
t r i a l s .  The sh ip  achieved 22 knots du r ing  a successful  F u l l  Power Run. On 6 Hay 
1992, t h e  sh ip  moored a t  t h e  Buaywall Dogleg NAB L i t t l e  Creek where she remained 
u n t i l  13 May 1992. 

From 13 May t o  14 May 1992, GUNSTON HALL conducted a p i e r s i d e  and underway 
Engineering Readiness Assessment Team (EHAT) v i s i t  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  an 
Operat ional Propuls ion P lan t  Exam (OPPE). The sh ip  was assessed t o  have no major 
d iscrepancies and on 14 May re turned t o  t h e  Quaywall, Naval Amphibious Base, 
L i t t l e  Creek. 

The sh ip  was underway on 18 through 20 Hay opera t ing  i n  V i r g i n i a  Capes 
Operations Area (VACAPES OPAHEA). She conducted Landing C r a f t  A i r  Cushion (LCAC) 
operat ions and cont inued t r a i n i n g  f o r  her upcoming Operat ional Propuls ion P lan t  
Examination (OPPE). 

On 2@ May GUNSTON HALL was dispatched w i t h  USS NASSAU (Captain Richard J. 
McCarthy - L inea l  Number - 081990-88) t o  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba f o r  contingency 
operat ions and d i r e c t e d  t o  prepare f o r  a poss ib le  rescue o f  H a i t i a n  refugees. 
The sh ip  conducted an Underway Replenishment (UNHEP) w i t h  USNS JOSHUA HUMPHHEYS 
on 25 May and cont inued t r a i n i n g  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  OPPE. The sh ip  conducted 
numerous Basic Engineering Casualty Contro l  Exerc ises (BECCEs) and General 
Quarters (GB) d r i l l s .  On 27 Way 1392, t h e  sh ip  was detached from contingency 
operat ions t o  re turned t o  Naval S t a t i o n  Nor fo l k  on 29 Nay where she moored t o  
P l e r  11. 

GUNSTON HALL was underway t o  GOLF anchorage, o f f  t h e  Naval S ta t i on ,  on 5 
June t o  conduct an ammunition on-load. Upon complet ion o f  t h e  on-load t h a t  same 
day, t h e  sh ip  re turned t o  and moored a t  t h e  Quaywall, Naval Amphibious Ease, 
L i t t l e  Creek where she remained u n t i l  9 June 1992. 

GUNSTON HALL was underway i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Capes Operating Area (VACAPES 
OPAREA) conduct ing a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  and OF'PE prepara t ions  from 9 t o  11 June 
1992. The sh ip  conducted EECCEs and GR d r i l l s .  On 11 June 1992, t h e  sh ip  
re turned t o  and moored a t  P ie r  15, Naval Amphibious Base, L i t t l e  Creek where she 
remained u n t i l  17 June 1992. 

On 15 June 1992, GUNSTON HALL conducted a f u e l  on-load. 

GUNSTON HALL was underway i n  t h e  VACAPES OPAHEA 17 through 19 June t o  
conduct LCAC operat ions, a CIWS PACFIHE and BEECEs i n  p repara t ion  f o r  OPPE. On 
19 June 1992, t h e  sh ip  re turned t o  and moored a t  P ie r  15, Naval Amphibious Base, 
L i t t l e  Creek where she remained u n t i l  22 June 1992. 



GUNSTON HALL was underway i n  t h e  VACAPES Oparea again 22 through 29 June 
conducting a d d i t i o n a l  engineering and damage con t ro l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  OPPE, which was 
conducted 38 June t o  2 J u l y  1992 by t h e  Propulsion Examining board (PEH). On 38 
June 1992, t h e  snip embarked Commander, Amphibious Squadron TEN (Captain Joseph 
K. Henderson - L inea l  Number - 882847-7@) t o  observe t h e  OPPE. The ship received 
an o v e r a l l  grade o f  S a t i s t a c t o r y  w i t h  an a d j e c t i v e  grade o f  Exce l len t  and a two 
year c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Un 2 J u l y  1992, t h e  ship returned t o  and moored a t  t h e  
Quaywall Dogleg, Naval Amphibious Base, L i t t l e  Creek where she remained u n t i l  14 
Ju l y  1992. 

GUNSTON HALL was underway i n  t h e  VACAPES Oparea from 14 through 16 Ju l y  t o  
conduct amphibious and basic type t r a i n i n g  w i t h  LCAC, LCU, and He l icopter  
Operations. On 16 Ju l y ,  t he  sh ip  returned t o  and moored a t  t h e  Buaywall, NAB 
L i t t l e  Creek and hosted a v i s i t  by Commander, Operat ional Test and Evaluat ion 
Force (COMOPTEVFOH) (Hear Admiral V i r g i l  L. H i l l  - L inea l  Number - Q~80065-08). 
GUNSTON HALL remained a t  NAB L i t t l e  Creek u n t i l  3 August 1992. 

Commander Michael P. Nowakowski (L inea l  Number - 007379-40) r e l i e v e d  
Commander Wil l iam. J. Marshal l  (L inea l  Number - 006838-20) as Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
USS GUNSTON HALL, on 24 J u l y  1992. Commander, Amphibious Squadron TEN (Captain 
Joseph K. Henderson - L inea l  Number - 082@47-781, NASSAU (Captain Richard J. 
McCarthy - L inea l  Number - 001990-081, BARNSTABLE COUNTY (Captain Thomas M. Hayes 
- L inea l  Number - 086656-001, NEWPOHT (Commander Timothy A. Kok - L inea l  Number - 
006633-8@1, BEACHGRU TWO (Captain Robert M. Scot t  - L inea l  Number - 002334-20) 
were i n  attendance. 

GUNSTON HALL was underway t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  Type Commander's Amphibious 
T ra in ing  (TCAT) from 3 through 14 August 1992. Th is  exerc ise  consisted o f  basic 
amphibious warfare t r a i n i n g  and was phase one o f  two i n  preparat ion f o r  t h e  
upcoming deployment of Mediterranean Amphibious Readiness Group (MAHG) 1-93. 
TCAT was conducted i n  Cherry Po in t  OPAHEA, Onslow Bay, North Carol ina. The sh ip  
operated i n  company w i th  other sh lps  designated t o  deploy as NARG 1-93: USS GUAM 
(Captain Gary W. Stubbs - L inea l  Number - 882387-501, USS AUSTIN (Captain Charles 
C. Huchanan - L inea l  Number - 882382-281, USS LA MOURE COUNTY (Commander Gary H. 
Hammond - L inea l  Number - M66855-88), and USS SUMTER (Commander George k. Marvin 
- L inea l  Number - 886916-881 . On 5 August , t h e  sh ip  conducted an UNREP w i t h  USNS 
KANAWHA and a s a t i s f a c t o r y  A n t i - A i r c r a f t  Warfare Exercise. On 8 August, t h e  sh ip  
conducted small boat operat ions s imula t ing  Search and Rescue f o r  downed a i r c r a f t .  
On 11 August, t h e  sh ip  hosted a v l s i t  by Commander, Amphibious Squadron FOUR 
(Captain Morton W. Kenyon - L inea l  Number - B01992-9811, Commander, Amphibious 
Group TWO (RADM Leonard F. P i c o t t e  - L inea l  Number - 008220-08), LA MOUHE COUNTY 
(Commander Gary H. Hammond - L inea l  Number - 886855-801, and GUAM (Captain Gary 

W. Stubbs - L inea l  Number - 802387-58). On 13 A L I ~ L I S ~ ,  t h e  sh ip  conducted a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  Degaussing Run a t  Naval S ta t  i o n  Norf 01 k t o  t e s t  operat i ons  of t h e  
s h i p ' s  magnetic degaussing system. On 14 A~rgust, t h e  sh ip  returned t o  and moored 
a t  t h e  Quaywall, Naval Amphibious base, L i t t l e  Creek where she remained u n t i l  10 
September 1992. 



On 20 August 1992, GUNSTON HALL was v i s i t e d  by Commander, Second F l e e t  
(VADM Wi l l i am J. Flanagan - L inea l  Number - 88016g-08). Commander, Second F l e e t  
brought h i s  f a m i l y  t o  v i s i t  t h e  sh ip  and a f t e r  t ou r ing ,  disembarked v i a  LCAC 38. 

On 22 August 1992, GUNSTON HALL conducted a f u e l  on load. 

From 18 September t o  26 September 1992, GUNSTON HALL p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  F l e e t  
Exe rc i se  (FLEETEX) and. Special  Operat ions Capable Exerc ise (SOCEX) , both advanced 
phase 2 work-ups f o r  MARG 1-93 deployment. On 11 September 1992, t h e  sh ip  moored 
i n  Morehead C i t y ,  Nor th Carol ina,  t o  on load MEU-22. That evening, du r ing  LCAC 
operat ions, LCAC 41 c o l l i d e d  w i t h  LCAC 48, r e s u l t i n g  i n  heavy damage t o  LCAC 41 
but  no i n j u r i e s  t o  personnel. The sh ip  t r a n s i t e d  back t o  Naval Amphibious Ease, 
L i t t l e  Creek, t o  get  a replacement LCAC (LCAC 37) and r e t u r n  t o  complete 
FLEETEX/SOCEX. On 12 September 1992, t h e  sh ip  conducted a smal l  boat opera t ion  
f o r  a f i s h i n g  vessel i n  d i s t ress .  The vessel was ass is ted  u n t i l  a Coast Guard 
p a t r o l  boat a r r l ved.  As a p a r t  o f  FLEETEX, t h e  sh ip  conducted many LCAC and Helo 
operat ions. SOCEX was completed a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  work-ups and consis ted o f  a 
Non-Combatant Evacuation Operation (NEO) exerc ise  used t o  evaluate t h e  MARG's 
a b i l i t y  t o  respond t o  an ac tua l  NEO s i t u a t i o n .  The MARG was evaluated t o  have a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  NEO c a p a b i l i t y .  FLEETEX and SOCEX took p lace i n  Cherry Po in t  
Oparea, Onslow bay, North Carol ina. On 24 September 1992, t h e  sh ip  moored a t  
Norehead C i t y  t o  o f f  load MEU-22. The sh ip  then d i v e r t e d  south down t h e  East 
Coast t o  avoid Hurr icane Dan ie l le .  On 26 September 1992, t h e  sh ip  re turned t o  
and moored a t  t h e  Quaywall, NAB L i t t l e  Creek where she remained u n t i l  deployment 
on 20 October 1992. 

From 27 September t o  19 October 1992, GUNSTON HALL observed a modi f ied 
leave and stand down p r i o r  t o  MARG 1-93 deployment. On 1 October, t h e  sh ip  
conducted a f u e l  on load. On 11 October 1992, t h e  prospect ive  Execut ive O f f i c e r ,  
LCDH C. B. Chace, a r r i ved ,  toured t h e  ship,  and departed. On 14 October, t h e  
sh ip  was v l s i t e d  by Commander, Amphibious Squadron FOUR (Captain Morton W. Kenyon 
- L inea l  Number - a81992-98). 

GUNSTON HALL began her Mediterranean deployment on 20 October 1992. The 
sh ip  a r r i v e d  a t  Morehead C i t y ,  Nor th Carol ina,  on 21 October and conducted an on 
load o f  Marine Expedi t ionary U n i t  TWENTY-TWO (22 MEU). GUNSTON HALL departed 
Norehead C i t y  i n  company w i t h  USS GUAM (Captain Gary W. Stubbs - L inea l  Number - 
802387-58), USS AUSTIN (Captain Charles C. Buchanan - L inea l  Number - 882382-20), 
USS LA MOUHE COUNTY (Commander Gary H. Hammond - L inea l  Number - 886855-88), and 
USS SUMTER (Commander George R. Marvin - L inea l  Number - 886916-8@) on 21 October 
1992. Ships o f  t h e  MAHG conducted extensive d r i l l s  enroute t o  t h e  Mediterranean, 
i n c l u d i n g  BECCEs, General Quarters d r i l l s , . v a r i o u s  communications d r i l l s  and 
operat ions w i t h  h e l i c o p t e r s  and LCAC. On 27 October 1992, t h e  sh ip  conducted 
Leap Frogs w i t h  USS GUAM and USS AUSTIN. 

The sh ip  changed opera t iona l  command t o  S i x t h  F l e e t  under Commander i n  
Chief,  U.S. Naval Forces, Europe (CINCUSNAVEUR) on 81 November 1992. 

The sh ip  a r r i v e d  i n  Rota, Spain, on 2 November t o  on load o f  p rov i s ions  i n  
p repara t ion  f o r  contingency operat ions o f f  Angola, A f r i ca .  GUNSTON HALL then 
proceeded south along t h e  Coast o f  A f r i c a  toward Angola. 
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On 4 November 1992, t h e  sh ip  was r e c a l l e d  t o  Rota, Spain and w h i l e  i n  r o u t e  
conducted a search f o r  a downed CH-53 h e l i c o p t e r  o f f  t he  Canary Islands. The 
sh ip  spent 4 and 5 November searching f o r  surv ivors .  The sh ip  recovered wreckage 
and one crew member's body. No a d d i t i o n a l  bodies were recovered. 

On 7 November 1992, t h e  sh ip  was moored a t  P ie r  3, Ber th 2, Naval S ta t i on ,  
Rota, Spain where she remained u n t i l  13 November. On 12 November 1992, t h e  sh ip  
was v i s i t e d  by CINCUSNAVEUH, NSSG 22, and BLT 1/6. 

On 13 November 1992, t h e  sh ip  was underway f o r  a p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Algeci ras,  
Spain. On 14 November 1992, t h e  sh ip  mustered a l l  personnel a t  quar te rs  as a man 
overboard was reported. A l l  personnel were accounted f o r .  

The sh ip  a r r i v e d  a t  Algeci ras,  Spain on 16 November and conducted a p o r t  
v i s i t  through 19 November. 

On 2U November 1992, t h e  sh ip  got underway and passed through t h e  S t r a i t s  
o f  G i b r a l t a r  and operated i n  t h e  western Mediterranean i n  p repara t ion  f o r  
exerc ise  "GIBEX 92". The sh ip  a r r i v e d  a t  G i b r a l t a r  on 23 November and remained 
t h e r e  through 25 November w h i l e  embarked marines p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  GIBEX '92. 

On 25 November 1992, t h e  sh ip  go t  underway from G i b r a l t a r  and anchored i n  
Tangiers, Morocco, f o r  several  hours. A f t e r  anchoring, t h e  sh ip  got  underway f o r  
and a r r i v e d  a t  A l i cante ,  Spain on 27 November f o r  a p o r t  v i s i t  through 3 December 
1992. 

On 3 December 1992, t h e  sh ip  got  underway from A l icante ,  Spain and 
proceeded t o  t h e  coast o f  Morocco f o r  exerc ise  "AFRICAN EAGLE," an amphibious 
assau l t  exerc ise  i n v o l v i n g  a l l  u n i t s  o f  MARG 1-92. USS JOHN F. KENNEDY b a t t l e  
group a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  p rov id ing  a n t i - a i r  coverage and c lose  a i r  support. 22 
MEU Marine Corps u n i t s  conducted maneuvers ashore i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  
Moroccan Army. "AFRICAN EAGLE" began on 7 December and concluded on 16 December 
1992. During t h e  exerc ise,  on 8 December 1992, t h e  sh ip  conducted an Underway 
(UNREP) and V e r t i c a l  Replenishment (VERTREP) w i t h  USS KALAMAZOO (AOR-6). 

On 16 December 1992, t h e  sh ip  departed Moroccan waters enroute t o  a p o r t  
v i s i t  i n  Valencia, Spain. On 17 December 1992, t h e  sh ip  conducted another 
VEHTREP and UNHEP w i t h  USS KALAMAZOO. 

The sh ip  a r r i v e d  a t  Valencia, Spain on 18 December and conducted a ho l i day  
p o r t  v i s i t  through 31 December. 

On 31 December 1992, t h e  sh ip  got underway enroute t o  I s r a e l .  


