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1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (3) 
are submitted as USS GRIDLEY'S 2012 command history. 



COMMAND DATA 

Name of command/ organization : USS GRIDLEY (DDG 101) 

Uni t i dentification code : 23151 

Name and rank o f commanding officer : CDR Ben jamin J . Allbritton/ CDR 
Gada la E. Kratzer 

Date assumed command : March 15 , 2011 / Sept ember 4, 2012 

Mi ssion/ command empl oyment / operati ons : GRIDLEY' S p r imary mission 
is to provide a i r defense in a carrier strike group . GRIDLEY can also 
coordinate and execute operations in anti - submarine warfare, ant i 
surface war fa r e, maritime interdiction , strike warfare, and a var i e t y 
of ot her warfare areas . GRIDLEY has the capabil i ty to embark two SH-
60 Seahawk helicopters . The crew trains underway primarily off the 
coast of San Diego , CA . When deployed, GRIDLEY operates in t he THIRD , 
SEVENTH and FI FTH Fleet areas of operations . 

Homeport : San Diego , CA 

I mmediate superior i n command: 

Oper at i ona l: Commander, Destroyer Squadron ONE 

Administrative : Commander , Destroyer Squadron ONE 

Task force assigned : USS GRIDLEY is assigned to CTG- 35 . 5 , Commande r 
Carrie r Strike Gr oup ONE . 

Units ass i gned unde r operational control : GRIDLEY embarked Helicopter 
Ant i -Submar i ne Squadr on Light FOUR NINE Detachment SIX for a Western 
Pacific deployment. 

Types o f aircraft embarked : Two SH-60B Seahawks 

Number of personnel assigned : 

Of fi cers : 35 

Enlisted : 253 

Civil i an : 0 
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Conunand point of contact 

Name : LTJG 

Title : Naviga t or 

E-mai l: 

Phone number : Quarter deck : 

Command mail i ng address : USS GRI DLEY (DOG 101 ) , FPO AP 96666-1210 
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01 JAN : 

17 JAN : 

18 JAN : 

01 FEB : 

06 FEB : 

06 FEB : 

01 MAR : 

06 MAR: 

09 MAR : 

19 MAR : 

19 MAR : 

01 APR : 

09 APR: 

13 APR : 

16 APR: 

20 APR : 

2012 CHRONOLOGY: 

JANUARY 

In port Nava l Station San Die go, CA . 

Departed Naval Station San Diego for PIA 2 i n t he 
SOCAL OPAREA. 

Returned to Naval Station San Di ego . 

FEBRUARY 

In port Naval Stat ion San Di ego, CA . 

Departed Naval Station San Diego for TYCOM material 
i nspection in t h e SOCAL OPAREA . 

Re t urned to Naval Stat ion San Di ego. 

MARCH 

I n port Naval Station San Diego , CA . 

Departed Naval Stat i on San Di ego for INSORV preps i n 
t he SOCAL OPAREA . 

Returned to Naval Station San Diego . 

Depart e d Nava l Station San Diego for INSURV in the 
SOCAL OPAREA. 

Returned t o Naval Station San Di ego . 

APRIL 

In port Naval Station San Diego, CA. 

Departed Naval Station San Diego for underway in the 
SOCAL OPAREA. 

In port Naval Base Coronado Bravo pier for AMMO 
onload , returned to Naval Station San Diego . 

Departed Naval St ation San Diego for under way i n t he 
SOCAL OPAREA . 

Returned to Naval Station San Diego . 
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01 MAY : 

02 MAY : 

04 MAY : 

21 MAY : 

25 MAY : 

01 JUN : 

11 JUN : 

15 JUN : 

18 JUN : 

22 JUN : 

01 JUL : 

05 JUL: 

18 JUL : 

18 JUL : 

01 AUG: 

06 AUG : 

13 AUG : 

MAY 

I n port Naval St ation San Diego , CA. 

Departed Naval Station San Diego f or cert ifi cati on 
valida t i on i n t he SOCAL OPAREA . 

Returned to Nava l Station San Diego. 

Departed Naval Stat i on San Diego for deck l anding 
qua lifi c ations with HSL-4 9 , DET 6 . 

Returned t o Nava l Station San Diego . 

JUNE 

In port Naval Station San Diego , CA . 

Departe d Naval Stat i o n San Diego . Arrived Nava l 
Weapons Statio n Seal Bea c h for AMMO onload. 

Departe d Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach. Returned 
to Naval Station San Diego . 

Departed Nava l Station San Diego for wee k one work 
ups with HSL 49 , DET 6 in the SOCAL OPAREA . 

Returned to Naval Station San Diego . 

JULY 

I n port Naval Station San Diego, CA. 

Departed Naval Station San Diego f or a sus t a i nment 
exercise (SUSTEX) wi t h the USS JOHN C , STENNIS 
(CVN- 74 ) STRI KE GROUP . 

Arrived Naval Base Coronado Bravo pier for AMMO 
onl oad. 

Arrived Naval Station San Diego, CA and commenced 
pre-d eployment leave and upkeep period . 

AUGUST 

I n port Naval Stati on San Diego , CA. 

Departed Nava l Station San Diego , CA f or a six-mont h 
Western Pacific deployment . 

Ar r ived Naval St ation Pearl Harbor , HI . 
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15 AUG : 

19 AUG : 

28 AUG : 

01 SEP: 

02 SE P: 

04 SEP: 

06 SEP : 

13 OCT : 

16 OCT: 

17 OCT : 

01 OCT: 

08 OCT : 

12 OCT : 

31 OCT : 

01 NOV : 

19 NOV : 

23 NOV : 

Departed Naval Station Pearl Harbor enroute to Naval 
Base Apra Harbor, Guam. 

Cr ossed the i nter nat i onal dateline . INCHOP Commander, 
U. S . SEVENTH Fl e et. 

Arrived Naval Base Apra Harbor, Guam t o conduct a 
brief stop for fuel (BSF) . GRIDLEY d eparted t he same 
day enroute t o Chang i Naval Base Singapore . 

SEPTEMBER 

Underway in the South China Sea enroute to Changi 
Naval Base Singapor e . 

Arrived Changi Nava l Base , Singapore . 

CDR Benjamin J . Al lbri t t on was p roperl y rel i eved as 
commanding offi cer , USS GRIDLEY (DDG 101) by CDR 
Gadal a E. Kratzer during a ceremony on the ship ' s 
f or eca s tle . 

Departed Changi Nava l Base , Si ngapore enroute to 
Marmagao , India . 

Arrived Ma r magao , I ndia for a por t v i s i t . 

Departed Ma r ma gao, India enroute to commande r, U. S . 
FIFTH Fleet. 

INCHOP commander , U. S . FIFTH Fleet . 

OCTOBER 

Underwa y i n the Arabian Gulf . 

Arrived Khali f a Bin Salman , Bahra in for a port visit . 

Departed Kha l ifa Bin Salman , Bahr ain enroute to 
commander , U. S . SEVENTH Fleet . 

INCHOP commande r, U. S . SEVENTH Fleet . 

NOVEMBER 

Underway in the Indian Ocean . 

Arrived Manila, Phi l i ppines f or a port visit. 

Departed Manila , Philippines. 
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01 DEC : 

05 DEC: 

09 DEC : 

30 DEC: 

31 DEC: 

DECEMBER 

Underway i n the South Chi na Sea . 

Arrived Commander Fleet Activity Sasebo, Japan for 
voyage repairs . 

Depa rted Commander Fleet Activi ty Sasebo, Japan . 

Arrived at anchorage Cebu, Philippines . 

Celebrated t he New Year at anchor Cebu. 

Enclosur e (2 ) 



2012 NARRATIVE 

USS GRIDLEY ( DOG 101 ) began the year on a holiday stand down 
in port Nava l St ation San Diego , Cal ifo r n i a . Fo llowi ng a much 
d eserved stand down , the crew r eturned to GRIDLEY a n d cont i nued 
to ready the ship for t he boar d of inspec tion and survey (INSURV) 
mate ria l inspection . She depa r ted San Di ego f or a Pre-INSURV 
r e hearsal on 17 Januar y 2012 r e t urning on t h e 18th to Nava l 
Station . She cont i nued with her INSURV preparations gettin g 
underway on t he 1st o f February f o r I NSURV r ehearsal s a nd again on 
t h e 19tt) for a type commander (TYCOM ) mate ria l i nspect i on (TM I ) . 
Her preparations for INSURV carrie d her into March with f i nal 
INSURV r e hearsals u nderway on t he 7th and conducted t h e weeklong 
INS URV i nspecti o n from 19 March 20 12 to 23 Ma r ch 2012 . USS 
GRIDLEY s uccess ful l y passed I NSURV with a score 94 percent , the 
highes t score f or a n y Wes t Coast combatan t i n ove r ten years . 

Following her incred ible success with INS ORV , GRIDLEY was 
noti fi ed of he r mi ssion t o deploy in August 2012 vice the i n i tial 
date of January 20 1 3. GRI DLEY and her crew immediately began t he 
process f o r deployment gett i ng underwa y on 09 April 2012 for the 
SOCAL OPAREA conducting certificat i on valida t ion p reparations 
ending with a vis i t to Naval Base Coronado Bravo pier t o begi n 
the process o f ammo onload. The certifi c a tion va l idation focused 
underway on t h e 1 6th t hrough the 20th of Apri l enabled GR I DLEY t o 
s ucceed during the val idation assessment conducted on t he 2°ct o f 
May t h rough t he 5cn _ With GRIDLEY certifi e d to dep l oy i n he r 
c ri t i cal mi ssion area s , she set h e r s ights on her ammo l oadout , 
embarking t he h e li cop ter d etachmen t and readying the crew t o 
depl oy. Her underway from homeport from 21-25 Ma y 2012 began her 
SH-60B deck landi n g qua l ifi cation s wi th the Trojans of HSL- 49 , 
Detachme nt 6 assigned to dep l oy wi th GRIDLEY. 

Departing Naval Station San Diego on 1 1 June 20 12, she 
arrived at Naval Weapons Stati on Seal Beach , California, t he same 
da y to begin her ammo onload i n s upport o f t h e upcoming· 
dep l oyment . With her initial loadout complete , GRIDLEY departed 
Seal Beach on the 15th and returned to Naval Station t he same day . 
Followi ng a weekend i n por t, she aga i n got underway to support 
week one work ups (WOWU)' with h er partners o f HSL-4 9 from 18-22 
J u ne . Du r i ng the week l ong u n d erway , the HSL-49 personnel and 
GR I DLEY crew cer tif i ed thei r employment of the SH-60B and wa s now 
ready t o embark the c r ews . 

On 5 Jul y 2 01 2 , GRIDLEY go t u nde r way from homeport in order 
to s upport the USS JOHN C . STENNIS (CVN-74) STRIKE GROUP 
sustainment exerci s e . Dur i ng t he two wee k l ong u nderway , GRIDLEY 
conducted air/s urface /subsurface familiarization and tactics , 
group strait transit exer c i ses, CVN plane guard operations and 
s t rike mi ssion scenarios . Ending with a s u rface exercise with 
GRIDLEY a nd USS DECATUR (DDG- 73) a ss i gned as OPFOR a gain s t t h e 
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STRIKE GROOP, GRIDLEY was d e tache d and returned to San Di ego wi t h 
a brief stop at Naval Base Cor onado Bravo pier before r e t u rning 
t o her berth at Naval Station on t he 18th of July where she began 
her pre-depl oyment stand down and cont i nuous maintenance 
avai l a b il i ty (CMAV) . 

On Augus t 6th , 2012 USS GRIDLEY independentl y deployed from 
he r homepor t of Naval Station San Diego , California, to the 
Western Pacific . Following her departu r e , she embarked two SH-
60B he licopters , Red Stinger 101 a nd 106 from HSL- 49 and began 
her journey to Nava l Station Pearl Harbor arriving on the 13th of 
August . 

Following her brief stay in Pearl Harbor, GRIDLEY departed 
fo r Apra Harbor Guam , crossing t he i nternational dat e l ine and 
shifting tactica l control f rom commander , U. S . TH IRD Fleet and 
DESRON ONE to commander, U.S . SEVENTH Fleet and DESRON FIFTEEN . 
Enroute t o Guam, GR I DLEY was tasked to conduct XBT d rops I VO Guam 
finall y arri v i ng on the 28 th of August , s topping onl y f o r fue l . 
After several hours i n por t, GRIDLEY departed Guam and began her 
transit to Singapore. Ut i liz i ng the Surigao and Bal abac stra i ts, 
GRIDLEY made he r way to the South China Sea and conducted a 
Spratly I sland trans it i n support of COMDESRON FIFTEEN t asking . 
Fol l owing he r tas king , she arrived i n port Si ngapore Nav~l Base 
Changi f o r he r schedule d change of command cer emony. On 
September 4th 2 012 , commanding o f f i cer commander Benjamin J . 
Allbritton , OS N, was properly r e l ieved by former executive 
officer commander Gada l a E . Kratzer, OSN, as commanding officer 
in a ceremony o n the ship' s forecastle i n front o f the crew and 
invited gues t s. On 6 Sept ember 2012 , commander Kratzer newly in 
command sailed GRIDLEY from Si ngapore towards Marmagao , I ndia , 
fo r a sche d uled commander SEVENTH Fleet assigned port v i si t 
arriving on the 16 of September. 

Wh i le i n port Marmagao , I nd ia, t he GRIDLEY crew interacte d 
and made several official exchanges wi t h t he I nd i an Navy to 
incl ude hosting a flight deck recept i on for commander o f Na va l 
Area Goa . The GRI DLEY wardroom was r eciprocated with an event at 
the Indian Navy ' s wardroom in Marmagao. I t was this port call 
that GRI DLEY also welcomed t en newly inducted chi e f petty 
o fficers to the chief's mess during a pinning c e r emony conducted 
on t he forecas tle on the 14 th of September . With the success of 
the I ndia port v i si t behind, the GRIDLEY crew chopped to 
commander, U.S. FI FTH Fleet area o f responsibility s h ifting TACON 
to COMDESRON FIFTY on 17 October 2012 . 

Under tactica l control (TACON) of DESRON FI FTY, GRIDLEY began 
her transit to t he Arabian Gulf making her ini t ial transit 
through t he St rait o f Hormuz on the 24th o f Oct ober . Once i nside 
the Gulf, she participated in the first internationa l mine 
countermeasu r e exercise (MCMEX) emphasizing the importance of 
mu l ti-national minesweeping and prot ection . Following the 
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successful exercise , she was assigned several Stra i t of Hormuz 
escort duties to include USNS BRUCE C . HEEZEN (TAGS-64), USS NEW 
YORK (L PD- 21} and USS DECATUR (DOG 73} . Her time in the Arabi an 
Gul f a l so supported h er port visit to Khalifa Bin Salman , Kingdom 
of Bahrain from the 8th t o t he 12 th of Oc t ober . This was her only 
port visit while assigned to Commander, U. S . FIFTH Fleet. Sho rtly 
a fter he r employment in the Arabian Gulf, s h e was recalled t o the 
U.S. SEVENTH Fleet . Making her last o f eight Strait of Hormuz 

transit , USS GRIDLEY arrived to t h e U.S . SEVENTH Fleet area of 
respons ibi lity o n the 31st of October and conti nued with her 20kts 
SOA through t h e area of responsibil ity arriving i n the v i cini ty 
of Okinawa on the 10th o f November to conduct exercise KEEN SWORD, 
stopping briefly to conduct a PASS EX with the Russian Navy 
warship in the v i cinity of Okinawa, Japan . The PASSEX included 
flag hoist drills and a gift exchange onboar d GR IDL EY . Arriving 
i n t he vicinity of Oki nawa on t h e 1 1th of November, GRIDLEY was 
assigned to Commander, Task Force 76 t o conduct mu l t i-national 
anti - submarine operations and high value unit escor t duties with 
t he Japanese Navy in support of e xercise KEEN SWORD de t aching on 
the 1 6th . 

Her participation i n KEEN SWORD was f ollowed by a port visi t 
to Mani l a, Republ ic of t he Philippines on the 19tr1 of Novembe r for 
crew liberty . Departing Mani l a on the 23~ , GR IDLEY was assigned 
whi le again under TACON t o DESRON FIFTEEN t o conduct several 
Sout h Chi na Sea focused operations before her arrival t o fleet 
act i v ities Sasebo , Japan , for voyage repairs from 5 December 2012 
- 9 December 2012 . 

Fol l owi ng much needed voyage repa i rs, she made for the Yellow 
Sea rende zvous i ng with several vessel s from the Republ i c of Korea 
Navy to conduct a fl eet exercise . Followi ng the success of t h e 
Fleet Exercise, GRIDLEY was assigned to commander , Task Force 70 
and COMDESRON FIFTEEN t o continue South China Sea operations 
relieving t he Yokosuka , Japan based f orward deployers of 
COMDE SRON FIFTEEN fo r t hei r much needed time with their families. 
GRIDLEY ma i ntained a vig ilant wa t ch while underway during 
Christma s until her liberty port vis i t to Cebu , Philippines, 
where she anchored on 30 December 20 1 3. USS GRIDLEY and her crew 
finished the year 2 0 12 and welcome d t he New Year while a t anchor 
o n l iberty in Cebu . 
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2012 PHOTOGRAPHS 

Conunading Officer 

Commander Gadala E. Kratzer, USN 

Executive Officer 

Conunander Mark S. Nieswiadomy, USN 
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