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USS GRAPPLE (ARS 53) COMMAND HISTORY 
FOR 1990 

I .  Command Composit ion and O r q a n i z a t i o n  

a. The p r i m a r y  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  USS GRAPPLE (ARS 53) i s  
s a l v a g e  and r e s c u e  o f  damaged v e s s e l s .  To a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  t h e  
GRAPPLE i s  c a p a b l e  o f  debeach ing  s t r a n d e d  v e s s e l s ,  heavy l i f t  
f rom ocean dep ths ,  open ocean t o w i n g ,  manned d i v i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  
a d e p t h  o f  190 f e e t ,  o f f  s h i p  f i r e f i g h t i n g  and p e r f o r m i n g  
emergency r e p a i r s  t o  damaged v e s s e l s .  

b. ( 1 )  Immed ia te  S e n i o r  i n  Command: Commander, Combat 
S u p p o r t  Squadron EIGHT, Commander A l a n  W .  N ibbs ,  U.S. Navy. 

( 2 )  Commanding O f f i c e r :  L i e u t e n a n t  Commander R o b e r t  M. 
Honey, U.S. Navy. 

( 3 )  Homeport :  L i t t l e  Creek,  V i r g i n i a .  

11. CHRONOLOGY 
HOLIDAY LEAVE AND UPKEEP; LITTLE CREEK, V A  01-08 JAN 

DIVER'S TRAINING/PORT VISIT ,  BERMUDA 09-18 JAN 

DRYDOCKING AFOM SUSTAIN; NORFOLK, V A  25 JAN-07 FEB 

UNDOCKED-SEA TRAILS 08 FEE 

TRANSIT T O  R O T A ,  SP 2 1  FEE-06 MAR 

INCHOPPEO COMSIXTHFLT 06 M A R  

TURNOVER MEDITERRANEAN SALVAGE SHIP DUTIES 

WITH USS HOIST; R O T A ,  SP 06-09 MAR 

SALVAGE OPERATION, USS H A R R Y  E. YARNELL 

ANCHOR; MENTON, FR 10-20 MAR 

TARGET TOW SERVICES NATIONAL WEEK 908 23-27 MAR 

TRAINING ANCHORAGE; AUGUSTA BAY, S I  28-30 MAR 

LOCAL OPERATIONS; NAPLES, I T  02-04 APR 

DMAT; NAPLES, I T  05-09 APR 

INPORT; NAPLES, I T  10-12 APR 

INPORT; AUGUSTA BAY, S I  14 APR 



TRANSIT TO WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN 1 5 - 1 8  APR 

REPLENISHMENT AT SEA WITH USNS S I R I U S  1 6  APR 

T R A I N I N G  ANCHORAGE; ALGHERO, S A R D I N I A  1 9 - 2 2  APR 

INPORT; PALMA DE MALLORCA, SP 2 4 - 2 8  APR 

VERTICAL REPLENISHMENT WITH USNS S I R I U S  2 9  APR 

TARGET TOW SERVICES FOR CTF 6 0 . 8  0 2  MAY 

FUELING AT SEA WITH USS SAVANNAH 0 2  MAY 

INPORT; CATANIA,  I T  0 3 - 0 9  MAY 

TARGET BUOY MOOR RECOVERY OPERATIONS; 

PACHINO, S I  1 0 - 1 4  MAY 

DAMSEL F A I R  9 0 - 1  MINE RECOVERY OPERATIONS 1 5 - 1 7  MAY 

INPORT; AUGUSTA BAY, I T  1 8 - 2 1  MAY 

INPORT; ASHDOD, I S  2 7  MAY-01 JUN 

TARGET SLED ONLOAD; AUGUSTA BAY, S I  0 5  JUN 

IMAV WITH USS SIERRA;  GAETA, I T  0 6 - 2 0  JUN 

REPLENISHMENT AT SEA WITH USS CONCORD 2 0  JUN 

TARGET TOW SERVICES FOR CTG 6 0 . 8  2 1 - 2 3  JUN 

TARGET BUOY MOOR RECOVERY/REPOSITIONING; 

PACHINO, S I C I L Y  2 5 - 2 7  JUN 

INPORT; AUGUSTA BAY, S I C I L Y  2 8 - 2 9  SUN 

INPORT; AJACCIO, CORSICA 0 2 - 0 9  J U L  

REPLENISHMENT AT SEA WITH USS CONCORD 1 0  J U L  

T R A I N I N G  ANCHORAGE/PORT V I S I T ;  C A L V I ,  

CORSICA 1 1 - 2 0  J U L  

TURN OVER OF MEDITERRANEAN SALVAGE S H I P  D U T I E S  TO 

2 



USS RECOVERY; MALAGA, S P A I N  

B R I E F  STOP FOR FUEL ROTA, S P A I N  

2 2 - 2 6  J U L  

2 7  J U L  

TRANSIT TO ST. GEORGES, BERMUDA 2 7  J U L - 0 3  AUG 

OPERATIONAL PROPULSION PLANT EXAMINATION 0 4 - 0 6  AUG 

TRANSIT TO L I T T L E  CREEK, V A  0 7 - 1 0  AUG 

POST DEPLOYMENT STAND DOWN/UPKEEP 1 0  AUG-05 SEP 

PORT V I S I T  U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY; ANNAPOLIS, MD 0 7 - 1 1  SEP 

D I V I N G  SAFETY SURVEY; L I T T L E  CREEK, VA 1 7  SEP 

AMMO OFFLOAD/DEPENDENTIS CRUISE; YORKTOWN, VA 1 8  SEP 

READY DUTY SALVAGE 2 0  SEP-15 OCT 

F U L L  POWER RUN, DEGAUSSING RUN, NAVIGATION 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N ,  CART PHASE I 1  2 1  SEP 

CMS INSPECTION;  L I T T L E  CREEK, VA 2 4  SEP 

3M INSPECTION;  L I T T L E  CREEK, VA 0 2  OCT 

SALVAGE TRAINING;  F I R E  AT SEA 1 0 - 1 1  OCT 

I N  PORT L I T T L E  CREEK FOR HURRICANE L I L I  1 1 - 1 4  OCT 

PMA/IMAV, MARINE HYDRAULICS INTERNATIONAL,  NORFOLK AND S IMA 

L I T T L E  CREEK 18 OCT-04 DEC 

FAST CRUISE 

SEA T R I A L S ,  VACAPES 

0 4  DEC 

0 6  DEC 

I N C L I N I N G  EXPERIMENT; L I T T L E  CREEK, VA 0 7  DEC 

HOLIDAY LEAVE AND UPKEEP 
111. Narrative 

1 4 - 3 1  DEC 

F o l l o w i n g  GRAPPLE'S 1 9 8 9 / 1 9 9 0  h o l i d a y  l e a v e  a n d  u p k e e p  
p e r i o d  a t  L i t t l e  C r e e k ,  V i r g i n i a ,  GRAPPLE s a i l e d  f o r  B e r m u d a  on 9 
J a n u a r y  f o r  d i v e r ' s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  a p o r t  v i s i t  i n  S t  G e o r g e s ,  
B e r m u d a .  U p o n  r e t u r n  t o  L i t t l e  C r e e k ,  GRAPPLE e n t e r e d  t h e  



d r y d o c k  SUSTAIN (AFDM-7) a t  N a v a l  S t a t i o n  N o r f o l k ,  V A  on 25 
Janua ry  and rema ined  t h e r e  u n t i l  7  F e b r u a r y ,  c o m p l e t i n g  r e p a i r s  
f o r  t h e  upcoming M e d i t e r r a n e a n  dep loyment .  GRAPPLE undocked on 8 
F e b r u a r y ,  c o n d u c t e d  sea t r a i l s  and r e t u r n e d  t o  L i t t l e  Creek.  

On 2 1  F e b r u a r y  GRAPPLE d e p a r t e d  L i t t l e  Creek,  bound f o r  
Ro ta ,  Spa in ,  t o  commence a  s i x  month M e d i t e r r a n e a n  dep loyment .  
GRAPPLE a r r i v e d  a t  Ro ta  on 6  March and t u r n e d  o v e r  w i t h  t h e  USS 
HOIST (ARS 401, assuming d u t i e s  as t h e  S i x t h  F l e e t ' s  s a l v a g e  
s h i p .  GRAPPLE rema ined  a t  Ro ta  u n t i l  9  March, a t  w h i c h  t i m e  t h e  
s h i p  p roceeded  i n t o  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  and t o  Menton, F r a n c e  t o  
c o n d u c t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  and r e c o v e r y  o f  USS HARRY E. YARNELL's (CG 
1 7 )  bow ancho r  and c h a i n .  A f t e r  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  Menton ha rbo r ,  f o r  
f i v e  days,  u t i l i z i n g  a  hawk ing  ancho r  and a  s i d e  scan  sona r ,  
o p e r a t e d  by a  s u p p o r t  team from E x p l o s i v e  Ordnance D i s p o s a l  U n i t  
Two, t h e  anchor  and c h a i n  was l o c a t e d  i n  165 f e e t  o f  w a t e r .  The 
anchor  and c h a i n  were r e c o v e r e d  on 1 9  March. 

A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h i s  s a l v a g e  o p e r a t i o n ,  GRAPPLE s a i l e d  f o r  
Augus ta  Bay, S i c i l y  t o  p r o v i d e  t a r g e t  tow s e r v i c e s  d u r i n g  
N a t i o n a l  Week 906, f rom 23 t o  27 March. GRAPPLE t h e n  e n t e r e d  
Augus ta  Bay t o  r e t u r n  USS HARRY E. YARNELL's anchor  and c h a i n  t o  
t h e  YARNELL and t o  c o n d u c t  a  t r a i n i n g  anchorage  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  an upcoming D i e s e l  M o b i l e  Assessment Team (OMAT) v i s i t .  

GRAPPLE s a i l e d  f o r  Nap les ,  I t a l y  on  30 March, where more 
t r a i n i n g  was conduc ted  f o r  t h e  DMAT v i s i t ,  wh i ch  was h e l d  5-9 
A p r i l .  A f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  DMAT v i s i t ,  GRAPPLE 
rema ined  i n  Nap les  u n t i l  1 2  A p r i l  f o r  a  p o r t  v i s i t .  

On 1 3  A p r i l  GRAPPLE s e t  s a i l  f o r  A l g h e r o ,  S a r d i n i a .  E n r o u t e  
a  s t o p  was on made 14  A p r i l  a t  Augus ta  Bay, S i c i l y  t o  o n l o a d  t h e  
W i l l i a m s  t a r g e t  s l e d  and an underway r e p l e n i s h m e n t  was conduc ted  
w i t h  t h e  USNS SIRIUS (T-AFS 8 )  on  1 6  A p r i l .  GRAPPLE a r r i v e d  a t  
A l g h e r o  on 1 9  A p r i l  and rema ined  t h e r e  i n  a  t r a i n i n g  anchorage  
p e r f o r m i n g  d i v e r ' s  t r a i n i n g  u n t i l  22 A p r i l .  GRAPPLE t h e n  
p roceeded  t o  Palma De M a l l o r c a  f o r  a  p o r t  v i s i t ,  a r r i v i n g  on 24 
A p r i l .  

GRAPPLE d e p a r t e d  Palma on 28 A p r i l ,  h e a d i n g  f o r  t h e  w e s t e r n  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  On 29 A p r i l  GRAPPLE c o n d u c t e d  a  v e r t i c a l  
r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USNS SIRIUS, t hen ,  on 2  May, a  f u e l i n g  a t  sea 
e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  t h e  USS SAVANNAH ( A O R  4 ) .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  
r e p l e n i s h m e n t  GRAPPLE a r r i v e d  i n  C a t a n i a ,  S i c i l y  f o r  a  seven day 
p o r t  v i s i t .  On 10  May GRAPPLE p roceeded  t o  Pach ino ,  S i c i l y ,  t o  
r e c o v e r  t h e  P a c h i n o  t a r g e t  buoy moor. The s e a r c h  was abandoned 
a f t e r  f o u r  days however,  due t o  a  s c h e d u l e d  m ine  r e c o v e r y  
o p e r a t i o n  o f f  S a r d i n i a .  



The mine r e c o v e r y  o p e r a t i o n  o f f  S a r d i n i a  was c o m p l e t e d  on 17  
May and GRAPPLE headed f o r  Augus ta  Bay f o r  a  p o r t  v i s i t ,  a r r i v i n g  
on 18  May and d e p a r t i n g  on 2 1  May. GRAPPLE t h e n  s a i l e d  f o r  
Ashdod, I s r a e l  f o r  a  p o r t  v i s i t ,  f rom 27 May t o  1 June. 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  Ashdod p o r t  v i s i t ,  GRAPPLE s a i l e d  f o r  Gaeta,  
I t a l y  t o  c o n d u c t  a  ma in tenance  a v a i l a b i l i t y  w i t h  t h e  USS SIERRA 
(AD 1 8 ) ;  s t o p p i n g  e n r o u t e  i n  Augus ta  Bay t o  o n l o a d e d  t h e  t a r g e t  
s l e d ,  a r r i v i n g  a t  Gaeta on 5  June. GRAPPLE rema ined  i n  Gaeta 
u n t i l  20 June. 

On 20 June GRAPPLE d e p a r t e d  Gaeta and c o n d u c t e d  a  
r e p l e n i s h m e n t  a t  sea w i t h  t h e  USS CONCORD (AFS 5 ) ,  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  
on t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  t o  p r o v i d e  t a r g e t  tow s e r v i c e s  
f o r  Commander, Task Group 60.8, f rom 21-23 June. GRAPPLE t h e n  
r e t u r n e d  t o  Pach ino ,  S i c i l y  on  25 June and r e c o v e r e d  t h e  P a c h i n o  
t a r g e t  buoy moor and r e p o s i t i o n e d  t h e  new P a c h i n o  t a r g e t  buoy. 

F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  s u c c e s s f u l  s a l v a g e  o p e r a t i o n ,  GRAPPLE 
r e t u r n e d  t o  Augus ta  Bay t o  d r o p  o f f  t h e  t a r g e t  s l e d ,  t h e n  s a i l e d  
f o r  A j a c c i o ,  C o r s i c a  f o r  a  p o r t  v i s i t .  On 10 J u l y  GRAPPLE 
c o n d u c t e d  a n o t h e r  underway r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USS CONCORD, t h e n  
a r r i v e d  i n  C a l v i ,  C o r s i c a  f o r  d i v e r  t r a i n i n g  and a  p o r t  v i s i t .  
GRAPPLE d e p a r t e d  C a l v i  on 20 J u l y  and headed f o r  Malaga, Spa in ,  
t o  t u r n  o v e r  t h e  d u t i e s  as t h e  S i x t h  F l e e t  s a l v a g e  s h i p  w i t h  t h e  
USS RECOVERY (ARS 4 3 ) .  

GRAPPLE t u r n e d  o v e r  w i t h  t h e  USS RECOVERY on  26 J u l y  and 
d e p a r t e d  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  GRAPPLE s t o p p e d  a t  Ro ta ,  S p a i n  on 27 
J u l y  f o r  f u e l ,  t h e n  s t a r t e d  t h e  t r a n s i t  f o r  L i t t l e  Creek.  
E n r o u t e  t o  L i t t l e  Creek GRAPPLE s t o p p e d  i n  S t  Georges, Bermuda on 
4  August  f o r  a  s h o r t  n o t i c e  O p e r a t i o n a l  P r o p u l s i o n  P l a n t  
E x a m i n a t i o n  (OPPE). A f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s i n g  t h e  OPPE, GRAPPLE 
c o n t i n u e d  i t ' s  t r a n s i t  t o  L i t t l e  Creek,  a r r i v i n g  on 10 Augus t .  

F o l l o w i n g  a  p o s t  dep loyment  s t a n d  down f r o m  10  August  t o  5 
September,  GRAPPLE made a  p o r t  v i s i t  a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  N a v a l  
Academy, f r o m  7  t o  11 September.  GRAPPLE r e t u r n e d  t o  L i t t l e  
Creek  on 11 September and c o n d u c t e d  a d i v i n g  s a f e t y  s u r v e y  on 17  
September and o f f l o a d e d  ammun i t i on  and d e m o l i t i o n  a t  York town 
N a v a l  Weapons S t a t i o n  on 18  September,  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  an 
upcoming s h i p y a r d  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  On 2 1  September GRAPPLE g o t  
underway f o r  a  f u l l  power r u n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  a d e g a u s s i n g  r u n ,  a  
n a v i g a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and t o  c o m p l e t e  C A R T  Phase 11. 
Commander, Combat L o g i s t i c s  Group I 1  c o n d u c t e d  a  s u r p r i s e  CMS 
i n s p e c t i o n  on 24 September,  w h i c h  was passed  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  and 
Commander N a v a l  S u r f a c e  F o r c e s ,  U.S. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  c o n d u c t e d  a  
s h o r t  n o t i c e  3M i n s p e c t i o n  on  2  O c t o b e r ,  w h i c h  was a l s o  passed  
s u c c e s s f u l l y .  



GRAPPLE c o n d u c t e d  a  f i r e  a t  sea e v o l u t i o n  on 10  O c t o b e r  o f f  
o f  L i t t l e  Creek,  t h e n  p roceeded  i n t o  t h e  VACAPES o p e r a t i o n  a r e a  
f o r  d i v e r ' s  t r a i n i n g ;  w h i c h  was c a n c e l e d  due t o  heavy weather .  
GRAPPLE rema ined  i n  p o r t  i n  L i t t l e  Creek f rom 11 t o  1 4  Oc tobe r ,  
mak ing  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  l a n d f a l l  o f  h u r r i c a n e  L i l i  
i n  t h e  Hampton Roads a rea .  H u r r i c a n e  L i l i ,  however,  d i s s i p a t e d  
a t  sea and n e v e r  made l a n d f a l l .  

On 18 O c t o b e r  GRAPPLE e n t e r e d  M a r i n e  H y d r a u l i c s  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s h i p y a r d  a t  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  and began a  seven  
week ma in tenance  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  GRAPPLE d e p a r t e d  t h e  s h i p y a r d  on 
6 December, c o n d u c t e d  sea t r i a l s  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Capes o p e r a t i o n  
a r e a ,  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  L i t t l e  Creek  t o  c o n d u c t  an i n c l i n i n g  
e x p e r i m e n t  on 7 December. 

GRAPPLE comple. ted 1990 w i t h  a  h o l i d a y  l e a v e  and upkeep 
p e r i o d  a t  L i t t l e  Creek.  


