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To: D i r ec to r  o f  Naval His tory  (OP-09BH) 
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Encl: ( 1 )  USS GRAPPLE (ARS 53) Command His tory  f o r  1986 

1. I n  accordance wi th  r e f e r ence  ( a ) ,  enc losure  ( 1 )  is  forwarded. 

T. B. STARK 



USS GRAPPLE (ARS 53) CCMWWD HISTORY 
FOR 1986 

I. Command Composition and Organization 

A. The primary mission of  t h e  USS GRAPPLE (ARS 53) is  t o  a s s i s t  i n  
advance f o r c e  ope ra t i ons ,  worldwide, i n  suppor t  o f  n a t i o n a l  po l icy .  I n  
combat, GRAPPLE w i l l  be employed t o  suppor t  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f o r c e s  ashore  
through pos t - a s sau l t  sa lvage  ope ra t i ons  i n  c l o s e  proximity t o  t h e  shore.  

The GRAPPLE is designed t o  perform combat s a lvage ,  l i f t i n g ,  towing, o f f - sh ip  
f i r e f i g h t i n g ,  d iv ing  ope ra t i ons ,  and emergency r e p a i r s .  

B. (1 )  Immediate Sen io r  i n  Command: Commander, Se rv i ce  Squadron EIGHT, 
Commander Robert G. Bruce, U. S. Navy. 

( 2 )  Commanding Of f i ce r :  L ieu tenant  Commander Timothy B. S t a r k ,  
U.  S. Navy. 

(3 )  Homeport: L i t t l e  Creek, VA. 

11. Chronology 

Keel Laid 
Launched 
Del ivery 
Commissioned 
Light  O f f  Examination 
C r e w  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  I11 
Underway from Sturgeon Bay, W I  (Maiden Voyage) 
Arr ive Toronto, Ontar io  
Depart Toronto, Ontar io  
Arr ive Montreal,  Quebec 
Depart Montreal,  Quebec 
Arr ive  Ha l i f ax ,  Nova S c o t i a  
Depart  Ha l i f ax ,  Nova S c o t i a  
Rendezvous with USNS ALGOL (T-AKR 287) 
Arr ive Homeport L i t t l e  Creek, VA 
I n p o r t  L i t t l e  Creek, VA 

25 Apr i l  1984 
8 December 1984 
8 October 1986 
15 November 1986 
20-21 November 1986 
24-25 November 1986 
3 December 1986 
7 December 1986 
9 December 1986 
10 December 1986 
11 December 1986 
14 December 1986 
16 December 1986 
16 December 1986 
19 December 1986 
19-31 December 1986 

111. Narrative 

USS GRAPPLE (ARS 53) was b u i l t  by Pe te rson  Bu i lde r s ,  Incorpora ted ,  o f  
Sturgeon Bay, W I .  Her sponsor  was Mrs. P a t r i c i a  Mason Al len ,  wife o f  former 
Nat iona l  Secu r i t y  Advisor,  Richard Allen. GRAPPLE was de l ive red  t o  t h e  Navy 
on 8 October 1986, and commissioned on 15 November 1986. 

After a succes s fu l  Light-Off Examination (20-21 November 1986) and C r e w  
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  (24-25 November 1986),  GRAPPLE departed t h e  bu i ld ing  yard on 3 

1 
Enclosure ( 1 ) 



December 1986 and t r a n s i t t e d  t o  h e r  homeport o f  L i t t l e  Creek, VA,  a r r i v i n g  on 
19 December 1986. The t r a n s i t  included p o r t  v i s i t s  i n  Toronto, Ontar io ;  
Montreal,  Quebec; and Ha l i f ax ,  Nova Sco t ia.  Af t e r  depa r t i ng  Ha l i f ax ,  Nova 
S c o t i a ,  GRAPPLE was d i r e c t e d  t o  rendezvous wi th  USNS ALGOL (T-AKR 287) i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  Sable  I s l a n d  t o  provide a n  emergency tow. The rendezvous was 
completed and GRAPPLE s tood  by t o  a s s i s t  ALGOL f o r  two days; however, 
a s s i s t a n c e  was no t  requi red .  

Af t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  L i t t l e  Creek on 19 December 1986, GRAPPLE f i n i s h e d  t h e  
yea r  i n  ho l iday  l eave  and upkeep. 

IV. Supporting Documents 

3% ( 1 Commanding O f f i c e r q  s Photograph 
% ( 2 )  Commanding Of f i c e r q  s Biography 

( 3 )  USS GRAPPLE (ARS 53 )  Commissioning Book 
(4) USS GRAPPLE (ARS 53)  Welcome Aboard Pamphlet 

% ( 5 )  Photograph o f  GRAPPLE underway dur ing  Acceptance T r i a l s  
(6 )  Photograph o f  GRAPPLE'S c r e s t  
( 7 )  USS GRAPPLE (ARS 53) Organiza t iona l  Chart  
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