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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
USS FRANIK CABLE (AS 4 0 3  

FPO MIAMI 31066 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS FRANK CABLE (AS-40 ) 
To: D i r ec to r  o f  Naval H i s to ry  (OP-09B9) 

Subj:  USS FRANK CABLE (AS-40) Command Hi s to ry  f o r  1981; forwarding of 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12C 

Encl: ( 1 )  USS FRANK CABLE (AS-40) Command His tory  f o r  1981 - 
1. I n  accordance wi th  r e f e r ence  ( a ) ,  enc losure  (1) is submit ted f o r  
ca lendar  yea r  1981. 

mes C. BURGER 
- - 

By d i r e c t i o n  



COMMAND HISTORY 

SHIP: USS FRANK CABLE (AS-40) 

HOMEPORT: Char les ton ,  South Caro l ina  

COMMANDING OFFICER: Captain Gerald E. GREEN, USN, served a s  
Commanding O f f i c e r  from 1 January 1981 t o  24 June 1981. Captain David K. 

-.- -- 
BISHOP, USN, r e l i e v e d  Captain Green and assumed d u t i e s  a s  
Commanding Officer on 25 June 1981. Captain Bishop served a s  Commanding 
O f f i c e r  through 31 December 1981. 

HISTORY: The USS FRANK CABLE (AS-40) is t h e  second o f  t h r e e  644-foot 
submarine t ende r s  b u i l t  f o r  t h e  Navy by Lockheed Shipbui ld ing  and 
Cons t ruc t ion  Company i n  S e a t t l e ,  Washington. USS FRANK CABLE was launched 
14 January 1978 and placed i n  commission i n  S e a t t l e ,  Washington 20 October 
1979. Subsequent t o  commissioning, USS FRANK CABLE (AS-40) t r a n s i t e d  t o  
Charleston,  South Caro l ina  v i a  t h e  Panama Canal. 

MISSION: To provide a mobile suppor t  base f o r  nuclear-powered SSN-688 LOS 
ANGELES c l a s s  high-speed a t t a c k  submarines. To provide maintenance, 
s u p p l i e s ,  and o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e s e  submarines. To s e r v e  submarines and 
t h e i r  crews wi th  r e p a i r s ,  spa re  p a r t s ,  p rov i s ions  and medical,  d e n t a l ,  
mail, and legal s e r v i c e s .  To provide l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  more than 
1000 men and women manning t h e  shops and o p e r a t i n g  t h e  sh ip .  To provide 
t h e  submarines moored a longs ide  compressed gases ,  steam, d i e s e l  f u e l ,  
water ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  and va r ious  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  as requi red .  

JANUARY 
Two c o n t r a c t o r  personnel  under ISSOT c o n t r a c t  took over r ece iv ing  
function/DLR process ing  i n  bu i ld ing  X-10, l oca t ed  a t  Naval S t a t i o n  
Char les ton ,  South Caro l ina  and ass igned  t o  USS FRANK CABLE. 

FEBRUARY 
Rubber and p l a s t i c  shop and R-3 d i v i s i o n  l ead ing  c h i e f  p e t t y  o f f i c e r  
e r ec t ed  a mast refurbishment  f a c i l i t y  on p i e r  Mike quaywall ,  Naval S t a t i o n  
Char les ton ,  South Caro l ina .  The f a c i l i t y  is a b inks  automobile p a i n t  spray  
booth with a b u t l e r  bu i ld ing  e r ec t ed  around it. 

24 P o r t  C a l l ,  S t .  Thomas, U.S. V i rg in  I s l ands .  - 

MARCH 
E l e c t r i c a l  r e p a i r  and motor rewind shop d i d  t h e i r  f i r s t  i np l ace  rewind job 
on a 64 KW motor gene ra to r  on board USS JOHN MARSHALL (SSN-611). 

APRIL 
Rubber and p l a s t i c  shop completely o u t f i t t e d  t h e  binks automobile p a i n t  
spray booth which was e r e c t e d  i n  February. 

Program e s t a b l i s h e d  and implemented f o r  augmenting storeroom s t o r a g e  
capac i ty  by i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  K-rack/bends; t h i s  i nc ludes  
a d d i t i o n a l  bends f o r  a t o t a l  o f  seven storerooms. 
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J U N E  
14 Dependants c r u i s e  from 0646 u n t i l  1425. - 
JULY 
21-24 Underway wi th  t h e  mobile t r a i n i n g  team a s s i s t  (MTT) f o r  ope ra t i ona l  
p ropuls ion  p l a n t  examination prepara t ion .  

SEPTEMBER 
29 - OCT 3 Underway with t h e  mobile t r a i n i n g  team a s s i s t  (MTT) f o r  
o p e r a t i o n a l  p ropuls ion  p l a n t  examination prepara t ion .  

OCTOBER 
Third ISSOT c i v i l i a n  h i r e d  t o  process  and stow m a t e r i a l  i n  storeroom #6, 
7 ,  21, and 28. 

19-23 Under went SUBLANT QA a u d i t  of c o n t r o l  m a t e r i a l  - no major 
decrepancies .  

F i r s t  d a t a  l i n k  i n  Charleston a r e a  f o r  an a f l o a t  u n i t  wi th  Navy supply 
c e n t e r ,  Charleston. 

NOVEMBER 
15-18 Underway f o r  p a r t  I o f  t h e  formal ope ra t i ona l  p ropuls ion  p l a n t  
examination inspec t ion .  

Completed typed commanderls second annual  I M A  q u a l i t y  assurance  and 
p ro f i c i ency  and r ead ines s  eva lua t ion .  

DECEMBER 
1 4  Underway f o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  p ropuls ion  p l a n t  examination. Passed wi th  a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  score .  Outstanding main space f i re  d r i l l .  

JANUARY-DECEMBER 

During t h e  1981 ca lendar  yea r  956 MK 48 torpedoes,  33 harpoon missiles 
and 17 MK 57 mines were s a f e l y  handled. Over 130,000 rounds o f  sma l l s  arms 
ammunition and 4,134 pyrotechnic  devices  were a l s o  t r a n s f e r r e d .  The 
q u a l i t y  assurance  d i v i s i o n  conducted 1,404 MK 48 torpedo QA i n spec t ions  
wi th  424 f a i l u r e s ,  1,075 weight test  eva lua t ions  wi th  65 f a i l u r e s ,  1  ,075 
SUBROC i n s p e c t i o n s  with 7 f a i l u r e s ,  12 torpedo tube  i n s p e c t i o n s  wi th  3 
f a i l u r e s ,  and 33 harpoon i n s p e c t i o n s  wi th  9 f a i l u r e s .  The weapons r e p a i r  
department rece ived  grades  of s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  i ts  s a f e t y  survey,  
magazine s p r i n k l e r  system in spec t ion ,  q u a l i t y  assurance  i n spec t ion ,  
explos ive  s a f e t y  survey,  tactical weapons c a p a b i l i t y  review, and Navy 
t e c h n i c a l  p ro f i c i ency  in spec t ion .  Both s e n i o r  i n s p e c t o r s  from SUBLANT 
commented t h a t  "FRANK CABLE is t h e  t h e  b e s t  nuc lear  and convent ional  weapon 
suppor t  f a c i l i t y  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  f leetw. 
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The s t o r e s  d i v i s i o n  reduced t h e  average s tock  r e c e i p t  p rocess ing  time 
from 10 down t o  5.74 days,  reduced t h e  average i s s u e  and process ing  time 
t o  a t o t a l  o f  4.57 days and a t t a i n e d  a 98% l o c a t i o n  v a l i d i t y  f o r  
ou ts tanding  stowage and documentation o f  c o n t r o l l e d  material. The supply 
suppor t  c e n t e r  and r e p a i r  o f  o t h e r  v e s s e l s  supply suppor t  d i v i s i o n  
processed over  6,500 customer r e q u i s i t i o n s  monthly. The d i sbu r s ing  
d i v i s i o n  operated with an average JUMPS e r r o r  rate o f  2.4%, t r ansmi t t ed  
7,462 OCR documents on a monthly b a s i s ,  maintained a pay account average o f  
3,300 and processed an average o f  370 t r a v e l  c la ims  pe r  month. 

The communications d i v i s i o n  processed an average of  7,000 messages p e r  
month, r e q u i r i n g  more than 120,000 cop ie s  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
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