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COHHAND H I S T O R Y  

SHIP:  USS FRANK CABLE (AS-40)  

HOMEPORT: C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  

C O M M A N D I N G  OFFICER: C a p t a i n  G e r a l d  E. G r e e n ,  USN, 
a s s u m e d  t h e  d u t y  a s  Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  USS FRANK CABLE (AS-40)  
p r e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  u n i t  o n  9  J u l y  1 9 7 9  a n d  a s s u m e d  t h e  d u t y  a s  
Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  USS FRANK CABLE (AS-40) o n  20  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 9 .  
C a p t a i n  G r e e n  s e r v e d  a s  Commanding O f f i c e r  t h r o u g h  31 December  
1 9 8 0 .  

HISTORY: The USS FRANK CABLE (AS-40)  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  t h r e e  6 4 4 -  
f o o t  s u b m a r i n e  t e n d e r s  b u i l t  f o r  t h e  Navy by L o c k h e e d  S h i p b u i l d i n g  
a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company i n  S e a t t l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  USS FRANK CABLE 
was  l a u n c h e d  14  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 8  a n d  p l a c e d  i n  c o m m i s s i o n  i n  S e a t t l e ,  
W a s h i n g t o n  20  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 9 .  S u b s e q u e n t  t o  c o m m i s s i o n i n g ,  USS FRANK 
CABLE (AS-40) t r a n s i t e d  t o  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  v i a  t h e  
Panama C a n a l .  

MISSION: To p r o v i d e  a m o b i l e  s u p p o r t  b a s e  f o r  n u c l e a r - p o w e r e d  SSN- 
6 8 8  LOS ANGELES c l a s s  h i g h - s p e e d  a t t a c k  s u b m a r i n e s .  To p r o v i d e  
m a i n t e n a n c e ,  s u p p l i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e s e  s u b m a r i n e s .  To 
s e r v e  s u b m a r i n e s  a n d  t h e i r  crews w i t h  r e p a i r s ,  s p a r e  p a r t s ,  
p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  m e d i c a l ,  d e n t a l ,  m a i l ,  a n d  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s .  To 
p r o v i d e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  more  t h a n  1 0 0 0  men m a n n i n g  t h e  
s h o p s  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  s h i p .  To p r o v i d e  t h e  s u b m a r i n e s  moored  
a l o n g s i d e  c o m p r e s s e d  g a s e s ,  s t e a m ,  d i e s e l  f u e l ,  w a t e r ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  
a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  a s  r e q u i r e d .  

JANUARP 

1 - 3 1  Engaged  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  Weapons W e i g h t  T e s t  a n d  - 
Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e  S h o p s .  F a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  f i r i n g  a n d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
f i r i n g  b e g a n  f o r  r e q u i r e d  p e r s o n n e l  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h o u t  1 9 8 0 .  

27  C o n d u c t e d  P r o g r a m m a b l e  S w i t c h i n g  S y s t e m  T e s t  a n d  C a b l e  - 
V e r i f i c a t i o n  o n  G u i d a n c e / A u x i l i a r y  Power U n i t  T e s t  S e t  (T-3054A)  
a n d  c e r t i f i e d  m i s s i l e  t e s t i n g  c a p a b i l i t y .  

FEBRUARY 

5  F o r m a l  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  c e r e m o n y .  - 

11 Underway f o r  Shakedown T r a i n i n g  a n d  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g ,  - 
Guan tanamo B a y ,  Cuba.  

1 P o r t  C a l l  Mon tego  Bay ,  J a m a i c a .  - 

1 2  C o m p l e t e d  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g .  - 
1 4  P o r t  C a l l  F t .  L a u d e r d a l e ,  F l o r i d a .  -- 



APRIL 

7 Commenced T e n d i n g  S u b m a r i n e s .  O f f i c i a l l y  a s s i g n e d  USS R A Y  (SSN- - 
6 5 3 )  a n d  USS STURGEON (SSN-637) .  T e n d i n g  o f  s u b m a r i n e s  o c c u r r e d  
s i x  w e e k s  a h e a d  o f  o r i g i n a l  s c h e d u l e .  

7 -10  M K  4 8  T o r p e d o / H a r p o o n  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  I n s p e c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  -- 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  h a n d l e ,  m a i n t a i n ,  a n d  s t o w  MK 4 8  T o r p e d o e s .  

23 -25  -- N u c l e a r  Weapons T e c h n i c a l  Assist V i s i t  I n s p e c t i o n  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d .  FRANK CABLE became  t h e  f i r s t  s u b m a r i n e  
t e n d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  u n d e r g o i n g  
a f o r m a l  N u c l e a r  Weapons A c c e p t a n c e  I n s p e c t i o n .  

MAP 

6  C e r t i f i e d  t o  h a n d l e  a n d  s t o w  E n c a p s u l a t e d  H a r p o o n  Mis s i l e .  - 

8  P e r f o r m e d  FRANK CABLE'S f i r s t  SSN w e a p o n s  l o a d o u t .  - 

1 2 - 1 4  C o m p l e t e d  f i n a l  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  s u r v e y  (INSURV). -- 

JULY 

1 C o n t r a c t o r  S e a  T r i a l s .  - 

2  Moored p i e r  s i d e  a t  N a v a l  Weapons S t a t i o n ,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u t h  - 
C a r o l i n a  f o r  i n i t i a l  o r d n a n c e  a n d  o r d n a n c e  r e l a t e d  i t e m  o n l o a d .  

3  Moored P i e r  Mike  l A ,  N a v a l  S t a t i o n ,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  - 

1 6  C o m p l e t e d  i n i t i a l  R a d i o l o g i c a l  C o n t r o l s  P r a c t i c e  E x a m i n a t i o n  - 
(RCPE) w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s .  A u t h o r i z e d  t o  h a n d l e  r a d i o a c t i v e  
m a t e r i a l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  n a v a l  n u c l e a r  p o w e r e d  s h i p s  f o r  o n e  y e a r .  

AUGUST 

4  P r e p a r e d  f i r s t  Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e  S e r v i c e  T e s t  (QAST) Miss i le  f o r  - 
o p e r a t i o n a l  t e s t  f i r i n g .  

2 9  F i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  t e s t  f i r i n g  o f  a Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e  S e r v i c e  - 
T e s t  Mis s i l e  p r e p a r e d  by  FRANK CABLE. 

SEPTEMBER 

1 0  S u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  f i r s t  PMS i n s p e c t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  o n  AS-40 - 
by Commander S u b m a r i n e  S q u a d r o n  FOUR. 

NOVEMBER 

2 1  C o m p l e t e d  Type  Commander I n i t i a l  A n n u a l  I n t e r m e d i a t e  - 



M a i n t e n a n c e  A c t i v i t y  (IMA) P r o f i c i e n c y  a n d  R e a d i n e s s  E v a l u a t i o n s ,  
Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e  a n d  3-M I n s p e c t i o n s .  

DECEMBER 

3  - C o n d u c t e d  FRANK CABLE'S f i r s t  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  movement  by 
w a t e r b o r n e  c r a f t .  

8 -18  F i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e n  o c e a n  r e c o v e r y  o f  MK 4 8  T o r p e d o e s  ( 4 )  -- 
by a s u b m a r i n e  t e n d e r  was  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by FRANK CABLE. 

JANUARY-DECEMBER 

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 8 0  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  f o u r  ( 4 )  M K  1 4  Mod 5  E x e r c i s e  
T o r p e d o e s  were made r e a d y  f o r  p u b l i c  d i s p l a y ,  t o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  
v a r i o u s  a r e a s  o n  N a v a l  B a s e  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  N i n e t e e n  
( 1 9 )  M K  32  Mod 2  E x e r c i s e  T o r p e d o e s ,  One h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - o n e  
( 1 2 1 )  M K  4 8  E x e r c i s e  T o r p e d o e s ,  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - f o u r  ( 2 4 4 )  M K  
4 8  W a r s h o t  T o r p e d o e s  a n d  t w e n t y - f o u r  ( 2 4 )  H a r p o o n  E n c a p s u l a t e d  
Miss i les  were t r a n s f e r r e d / r e c e i v e d .  A t o t a l  o f  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a n d  
e i g h t  ( 4 0 8 )  MK 4 8  T o r p e d o e s / H a r p o n  Missi les  were 
t r a n s f e r r e d / r e c e i v e d  i n  1 9 8 0 .  

I n  s u p p o r t  o f  Commander S u b m a r i n e  S q u a d r o n  FOUR t r a i n i n g  a n d  
. n s p e c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  s e v e n  ( 7 )  MK 34  Dummy G u i d e d  Miss i les  
DGMvs) ,  t w o  ( 2 )  M K  3 5  Dummy G u i d e d  Missiles,  a n d  e i g h t  ( 8 )  MK 3 6  

t r a i n i n g  w e a p o n s  were h a n d l e d  b e t w e e n  FRANK CABLE a n d  Commander 
S u b m a r i n e  S q u a d r o n  FOUR u n i t s .  A t o t a l  o f  5 5  SUBROC/Tra in ing  
Weapons were h a n d l e d  d u r i n g  1 9 8 0 .  

The  Weapons R e p a i r  D e p a r t m e n t  t e s t e d  a n d  a s s e m b l e d  n i n e t e e n  
( 1 9 )  M K  2 8  Miss i les .  N i n e t e e n  ( 1 9 )  MK 2 8  Miss i les  were t e s t e d  a n d  
d i s a s s e m b l e d  t o  s t o w a g e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  S i x  A d a p t i o n  K i t  e x c h a n g e s  
were c o m p l e t e d ,  s i x t e e n  LLC K i t s  were r e c e i v e d  a n d  e i g h t  LLC 
e x c h a n g e s  were a c c o m p l i s h e d .  

S i x  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t  ( 6 0 8 )  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  i n s p e c t i o n s  
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  t h i r t y - t w o  ( 3 2 )  r e j e c t i o n s .  F i v e  h u n d r e d  a n d  
t h i r t y - o n e  ( 5 3 1 )  w e i g h t  t e s t  e v o l u t i o n s  p e r f o r m e d  w i t h  t h i r t y - t w o  
( 3 2 )  r e j e c t i o n s .  E i g h t  ( 8 )  S u r f a c e  S p o t t i n g  E x e r c i s e s  were 
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  t h e  22MM R a p i d  F i r e  Gun Moun t s  a n d  40  M M  G r e n a d e  
L a u n c h e r s .  S i x  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y - f o u r  ( 6 3 4 )  p e r s o n n e l  
f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  f i r e d  . 4 5  c a l i b e r  p i s t o l  e x p e n d i n g  6 , 3 4 0  r o u n d s  o f  
a m m u n i t i o n .  E i g h t  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - t h r e e  ( 8 2 3 )  p e r s o n n e l  
f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  f i r e d  t h e  - 1  r i f l e  e x p e n d i n g  2 , 4 3 6  r o u n d s  o f  
a m m u n i t i o n .  I n  s u p p o r t  o f  S u b m a r i n e  D q u a d r o n  FOUR u n i t s ,  7 , 7 8 5  
m i s c e l l a n e o u s  p y r o t e c h n i c s  a n d  1 9 1 , 0 1 0  r o u n d s  o f  small  arms 
a m m u n i t i o n  were t r a n s f e r r e d  o r  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  a n  a m m u n i t i o n  
t r a n s a c t i o n  e r r o r  r a t e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  l e s s  t h a n  1%. 



FRANK CABLE'S a b i l i t y  t o  t e n d  n u c l e a r  s u b m a r i n e s  was n o t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  t y p e  c o m m a n d e r s  a n n u a l  I m m e d i a t e  M a i n t e n a n c e  
A c t i v i t y  P r o f i c i e n c y  a n d  R e a d i n e s s  E v a l u a t i o n .  T h i s  i n s p e c t i o n  
n o t e d  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  R e p a i r  D e p a r t m e n t  h a d  t o  
o v e r c o m e  many new c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  i n i t i a l  o u t f i t t i n g  d e f i c i e n c i e s .  
T h e s e  e f f o r t s  r e q u i r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  t ime  a n d  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  d e f i n e  v a r i o u s  p r o b l e m s ,  t o  e x t a b l i s h  v i a b l e  
c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n s ,  a n d  t o  t r a c k  t h e m  t o  c o m p l e t i o n .  The  n e t  
r e s u l t  i s  a n  I m m e d i a t e  M a i n t e n a n c e  A c t i v i t y  a n d  s h i p  w h i c h  i s  
c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g  i t ' s  j o b  --- f i x  s u b m a r i n e s .  

FRANK CABLE I m m e d i a t e  M a i n t e n a n c e  A c t i v i t y  c o m p l e t e d  1 0 4  
a s s i g n e d  u p k e e p  w e e k s  d u r i n g  1 9 8 0  e x p e n d i n g  2 0 3 , 5 0 0  m a n - h o u r s .  

The  s h i p  was d e l i v e r e d  on  t i m e ,  p a s s e d  t w o  crew c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  
a n d  L i g h t  O f f  Exam (LOE) o n  i n i t i a l  t r y ,  c o n d u c t e d  a n  i n t e r - o c e a n  
t r a n s f e r ,  c o m p l e t e d  a h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  s h a k e d o w n  e x e m p t i n g  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a n  O p e r a t i o n a l  P r o p u l s i o n  P l a n t  Exam ( O P P E ) ,  
commenced t e n d i n g  e a r l y ,  was c e r t i f i e d  t o  h a n d l e  SUBROC w i t h o u t  a n  
N W A I ,  a n d  r e c e i v e d  a y e a r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o n  i n i t i a l  RCPE w h i l e  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  m o r a l e .  


