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COMMAND COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION 

a. USS F O R D  ( F F G  54) i s  t h e  f o r t y - e i g h t h  s h i p  o f  t h e  f i f t y - t w o  s h i p  O l i v e r  
Hazard P e r r y  c l a s s  o f  gu ided  m i s s i l e  f r i g a t e s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  number o f  s h i p s  
o f  a  s i n g l e  c l a s s  b u i l t  by t h e  Navy s i n c e  World War 11. FORD's m i s s i o n  i s  t o  
p r o v i d e  i n - d e p t h  a n t i - a i r ,  a n t i - s u r f a c e ,  and an t i - submar ine  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  m i l i t a r y  
and merchant s h i p p i n g ,  and t o  ensure con t inuous  use o f  t h e  sea l a n e s  o f  
communications f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and i t s  a l l i e s .  

b. The Combat Systems aboard u t i l i z e  a  computer ized command and c o n t r o l  system 
t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  s h i p ' s  sensors  and weapons. I t s  weapons i n c l  ude Harpoon s u r f a c e -  
t o - s u r f a c e  and s t a n d a r d  S M l  s u r f a c e - t o - a i r  m i s s i l e s ,  a  76nm r a p i d  f i r e  gun, 20am 
C l o s e - i n  Weapons System, MK46 an t i - submar ine  torpedoes,  and t h e  LAMPS MK I11 
h e l i c o p t e r l w e a p o n s  system. 

c. The p r o p u l s i o n  system i s  a  coaput~er  c o n t r o l l e d  gas t u r b i n e  power p l a n t  
which u t i l  i z e s  j e t  eng ines s i m i l a r  t o  those  found on commercial a i r 1  i n e r s .  FORD's 
p r o p u l s i o n  system can be "brought  on l i n e "  i n  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  minutes.  

d. D e s p i t e  t h e  advanced systems aboard, t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  s h i p  i s  t h e  crew. 
Each member has been h i g h l y  t r a i n e d  i n  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  o f  e x p e r t i s e  so t h a t  he 
can e i t h e r  operate ,  mon i to r ,  o r  r e p a i r  a l l  sh ipboard  systems. FORD's crew i s  
composed o f  15 O f f i c e r s ,  14  C h i e f  P e t t y  O f f i c e r s ,  and 163 o t h e r  j u n i o r  e n l i s t e d .  
When ass igned  a  dua l  a i r c r a f t  LAMPS HK 111 Detachment, s i x  O f f i c e r s ,  one C h i e f  
P e t t y  O f f i c e r ,  and 1 4  o t h e r  j u n i o r  e n l i s t e ~ d  men augment t h e  crew. 



CHRONOLOGY -- 

01 J A N - 0 3 J A N  91 
0 4 J A N - 0 7 J A N  91 
08 J A N  91 
O 9 J A N - 1 2 J A N  91 
1 3 J A N - I 4 J A N  91 
1 5 J A N - 2 O J A N  91 
21 J A N - 2 4 J A N  91 
2 3 J A N  91 
2 S J A N - 2 7 J A N  91 
2 8 J A N - 1 8 H A R  91 
1 9 H A R - 2 0 M A R  91 
21 HAR-O2APR 91 
0 3 A P R - 0 8 A P R  91 
O 9 A P R - 1 2 A P R  91 
1 3 A P R - 1 8 A P R  91 
1 9 A P R - 0 3 H A Y  91 
0 4 H A Y  - 0 5 H A Y  91 
0 6 H A Y  - 1 2 H A Y  91 
1 3 H A Y  91 
1 4 H A Y - I O J U N  91 
0 3 J  U N - 2 2 J  U N  91 
2 2 J U N - 2 3 J U N  91 
2 4 J  U N - 2 8 J  U N  91 
2 9 J U N - 3 0 J U N  91 
01 J U N - 0 3 J  U L  91 
0 4 J U L - 0 7 J U L  91 
0 8 J U L - 1 2 J U L  91 
0 8 J U L - 1 4 J U L  91 
15 J U L - 0 4 A U G  91 

0 5 A U G - 0 9 A U G  91 
1 0 A U G - 2 S A U G  91 
2 6 A U G - 3 0 A U G  91 
3 1 A U G - 1 5 S E P  91 
0 3 S E P - O 6 S E P  91 
1 6 S E P - Z O S E P  91 
21 S E P - 1 4 0 C T  91 
2 3 S E P - 2 6 S E P  91 
1 5 0 C T - 1 8 0 C T  91 
1 9 0 C T - 2 0 0 C T  91 
21 O C T - 2 4 0 C T  91 
2 5 0 C T - 2 7 0 C T  91 
2 8 0 C T - 0 1  NOV 91 
O l N O V  91 
O 2 N O V - 1 1  NOV 91 
1 2 N O V - I S N O V  91 
1 6 N O V - 2 0 N O V  91 
21 NOV-22NOV 91 
2 3 N O V - 0 1  DEC 91 

ENROUTE NORTH A R A B I A N  SEA 8863, AOE 1 
ENROUTE D I E G O  G A R C I A  
I N P O R T  D I E G O  G A R C I A  
ENROUTE PORT L O U I S ,  H A U R I T I U S  
V I S I T  P O R T  L O U I S  M A U R I T I U S  
ENROUTE BONBAY,  I N D I A  
V I S I T  BOMBAY,  I N D I A  
L H  2500 GAS T U R B I N E  DEMO 
ENROUTE P E R S I A N  G U L F  
D E S E R T  STORM O P E R A T I O N S  NORTHERN P E R S I A N  G U L F  
V I S I T  B A H R A I N  
ENROUTE P A T T A Y A  BEACH,  T H A I L A N D  
V I S I T  P A T T A Y A  BEACH,  T H A I L A N D  
ENROUTE S U B I C  B A Y ,  P H I L I P P I N E S  
V I S I T  S U B I C  B A Y ,  P H I L I P P I N E S  
ENROUTE P E A R L  HARBOR,  H I  
I N P O R T  P E A R L  HARBOR,  H I  
ENROUTE LONG BEACH,  CA 
A R R I V E  LONG BEACH 
L E A V E  AND U P K E E P  LONG BEACH,  C A  
R E S T R I C T E D  A V A I L A B I L I T Y  LONG BEACH,  C A  
I N P O R T  LONG BEACH 
A L L  CONERS A T  S E A  T R A I N I N G ,  S O C A L  
I N P O R T  LONG BEACH,  C A  
T Y T  S O C A L  
I N P O R T  LONG BEACH,  CA 
3 H  A S S I S T  
I N P O R T  LONG BEACH,  CA 
I N T E R H E D I A T E  L E V E L  M A I N T E N A N C E  A V A I L A B I L I T Y  6 
LONG BEACH,  C A  
T Y T  S O C A L  
T R A I N I N G  A V A , I L A B I L I T Y  S A N  D I E G O ,  C A  
T Y T  S O C A L  ANID MOOR LONG BEACH,CA 
I N P O R T  LONG B E A C H  
S U P P L Y  HANAGiEHENT A S S E S S H E N T  
T Y T  S O C A L  
I N P O R T  LONG B E A C H  COHHAND I N S P  
CONHAND I N S P E C T I O N  
T Y T  S O C A L  
I N P O R T  LONG B E A C H  CA 
T Y T  S O C A L  
I N P O R T  LONG B E A C H  C A  
T Y T  S O C A L  - M I S S I L E  E X E R C I S E  
D E P E N D E N T ' S  AND NAVY LEAGUE C R U I S E  
I N P O R T  LONG B E A C H  CA 
T Y T  S O C A L  
I N P O R T  LONG BEACH C A  
I N T E G R A T E D  E N G I N E E R I N G  R E A D I N E S S  A S S E S S H E N T  ( I E R A )  
I N P O R T  LONG BEACH C A  

E n c l  (2) 



02 DEC 91 
0 3 D E C - O S D E C  91 
OGDEC 91 
O 7 D E C  91 
0 7 D E C - 1 2 D E C  91 
0 8 D E C - 1 1 D E C  91 
1 3 D E C - 1 4 D E C  91 
1 3 D E C - 3 1  DEC 91 

CHRONOLOGY CONT. 

ENROUTE S A N  F R A N C I S C O ,  C A  
V I S I T  S A N  F R A N C I S C O ,  C A  
ENROUTE LONG BEACH,  C A  
A R R I V E  LONC BEACH,  CA 
I N P O R T  LONG BEACH,  C A  
M T T  P H A S E  :L 
WEAPONS OFF-LOAD S E A L  BEACH,  C A  
H O L I D A Y  L E A V E  AND U P K E E P  



NARRATIVE 

FORD performed e f f i c i e n t l y  and e f f e c t i v e 1  y  as t h e  on1 y  su r f ace  combatant esco r t  and 
shotgun f o r  USS HISSOURI (BB 63) and USS SAlCRAHENTO ( A O E - 1 )  w h i l e  t r a n s i t i n g  f rom 
t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes ,  across t h e  P a c i f i c  and I n d i a n  Oceans, and i n t o  t h e  Pe rs i an  Gul f .  
The M I S S O U R I  Sur face A c t i o n  Group ( S A G )  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  high1 y  successfu l  H idd l  e  
East Force (HEF) t r a i n i n g  exe rc i se  w i t h  sh i ps  p r o v i d i n g  each o the r  mutual t r a i n i n g  
suppor t  w h i l e  enrou te  t o  t h e  Pe rs i an  Gu l f .  F O R D  made a  s i n g l e  s h i p  two-day v i s i t  
t o  t h e  i s l a n d  n a t i o n  o f  H a u r i t i u s .  P o r t  Lou is  H a u r i t i u s  had no t  been v i s i t e d  by 
a  U. S. Navy s h i p  s i n c e  1987. Th is  b r i e f  stop, which occurred immediate ly  b e f o r e  
t h e  outbreak o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  Pe rs i an  Q i u l f ,  was an u n q u a l i f i e d  success. F O R D  
crewmembers p a i n t e d  an orphanage and a  Husl i m  Mosque t o  show our coun t r y ' s  goodw i l l  
as a  P r o j e c t  Hand c l asp  e f f o r t .  FORD a1 so hosted t h e  American Ambassador and many 
f o r e i g n  d i g n i t a r i e s  t o  an e legan t  f l i g h t  deck recep t i on ,  c r e a t i n g  a  l a s t i n g  good 
impress ion  t h a t  promised t o  pave t h e  way f o r  f o l l ow -on  v i s i t s  by o the r  U. S. Navy 
sh ips  i n  t h e  near f u t u r e .  

Next s t o p  p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  t h e  Pe rs i an  Gu1.f was Bombay, I n d i a ,  f o r  a  Navy t o  Navy 
LH-2500 Gas Turb ine  t echn i ca l  exchange i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  Fore ign H i l i t a r y  Sales 
(FHS) Program. F O R D ' S  v i s i t  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  Bombay by a  U.S. Navy warship s i n c e  
1988. Th is  t e c h n i c a l  exchange g rea t1  y  enhanced b i l a t e r a l  re1 a t  i ons  between t h e  
coun t r i es ,  and represen ted  t h e  f i r s t  meanin~gful  exchange o f  ideas and i n f o r m a t i o n  
between t h e  U. S. and I n d i a n  Navies. To conclude t h e  v i s i t ,  FORD p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  ever a t -sea  demons t ra t ion  o f  U.S. Naval capabi l  i t i e s  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n  Navy. 
The embarked I n d i a n  Navy r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n c l  uded two admira l  s, t h e  sen io r  o f  which 
was t h e  equ i va l en t  o f  Commander, Naval Sea Systems Command. FORD r ece i ved  
accolades f rom bo th  t h e  U. S. Defense Att 'ache i n  New Del h i  and Commander, Task 
Force 75, f o r  a  j o b  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  and d ip1  o m a t i c a l l y  we1 1  done. 

Wi th  two hours n o t i c e  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  Bombay, FORD was d i v e r t e d  t o  j o i n  Task 
Force 154 and Operat ion Deser t  Storm i n  t,he Pe rs i an  Gu l f .  I n  order  t o  a r r i v e  
combat ready i n  t hea te r ,  t h e  crew ob ta ined  and a s s i m i l a t e d  over 1000 messages i n  
fewer t han  24 hours w h i l e  t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  S t r a i t s  o f  Hormuz. A f t e r  a r r i v i n g  on 
s t a t i o n ,  F O R D  assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as a n t i - a i r  war fa re  coo rd i na to r  f o r  t h e  
combat l o g i s t i c s  f o r c e  h o l d i n g  area. FORD a1 so s t a t i o n e d  a1 1  mu1 t i -  
n a t i o n a l  / coa l  i t i o n  f o r c e s  i n  defense o f  t h i s  area,  as we l l  as coord ina ted  and 
r e p o r t e d  t h e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and i n t e r d i c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  assigned. 

FORD subsequent ly  was ass igned as a  c a r r i e r  b a t t l e  f o r c e  screen s h i p  on t h e  
n o r t h e r n  f l a n k  o f  a  f o u r  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  ope ra t i ng  area. I n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  FORD 
was t h e  o n l y  a l l i e d  c o a l i t i o n  s h i p  between ]:ran, a  n e u t r a l  coun t ry  t h a t  had o f f e r e d  
s a f e  haven t o  over 100 f u l l y  combat ready I r a q i  a i r c r a f t ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  c a r r i e r  
b a t t l e  f o r ce .  Th is  s t a t i o n  a1 so was i n  t h e  cen te r  o f  t h e  merchant and tanker  
t r a f f i c  l anes  o f  t h e  g u l f  where FORD conducted over 90 s h i p  i n t e r d i c t i o n s .  

FORD e x p e r t l y  performed around t h e  c l ock  p lane  guard and shotgun d u t i e s ,  
a1 t e r n a t i n g  between t h e  c a r r i e r s  USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT, USS HIDWAY, AND USS RANGER 
f o r  34 consecu t i ve  days o f  cont inuous f l  i g h t  ope ra t i ons  d u r i n g  t h e  peak of  t h e  
a1 1  i e d  a i r  campaign i n  Opera t ion  Deser t  Storm. The s h i p  was on1 y  Non-Aegis o r  Non- 
New Threat Upgrade s h i p  t o  per form shotgun d u t i e s  f o r  t h e  c a r r i e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  
e n t i r e  Gu l f  War. 

Encl (3 )  



While on s t a t i o n ,  F O R D  conducted cont inuous su r f ace  s u r v e i l  l ance  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  
c a r r i e r  b a t t l e  f o r c e  ope ra t i ng  areas by corbt ro l l  i n g  r o t a r y  wing (he1 i c o p t e r s )  and 
f i x e d  wing a i r c r a f t  f o r  over 1125 hours d u r i n g  Operat ion Deser t  Storm w i t h  zero 
s a f e t y  v i o l a t i o n s  o r  i nc i den t s .  Whi le  i n  tlhe combat zone, t h e  s h i p  conducted over 
1000 s a f e  he1 i c o p t e r  l and ings ,  and each of t h e  embarked p i l o t s  f l e w  an average o f  
175.5 hours. F O R D  and HSL-49 Detachment ONE met a l l  s h i p  and h e l i c o p t e r  
commitments d u r i n g  Operat ions Deser t  Sh ie ld tS to rm w i t hou t  except ion,  and conducted 
safe1 y 25 underway r e f u e l  ings,  27 v e r t i c a l  rep1 enishments, and 3 connected 
rep len ishments  w h i l e  underway. 

Upon t h e  cessa t i on  o f  h o s t i l  i t i e s ,  F O R D  remained assigned t o  t h e  USS RANGER B a t t l e  
Group, and, a f t e r  a b r i e f  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Bahrain,  began t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  S t r a i t s  o f  
Hormuz on 20 March, d e p a r t i n g  t h e  Pe rs i an  Gu l f  f o r  Long Beach on 24 March 1991 i n  
company w i t h  USS SACRAMENTO (AOE 1) .  

On t h e  way back t o  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes ,  FORD stopped i n  Pha t taya  Beach, Thai land,  f o r  
a wel l -deserved s i x  days 1 i b e r t y .  The r e s o r t  atmosphere and h o s p i t a l i t y  i n  t h e  
"Land o f  a Thousand Smiles" was t h e  p e r f e c t  answer f o r  a ba t t le -weary  crew. Subic 
Bay, P h i l i p p i n e s ,  was t h e  nex t  s t o p  and p rov ided  a much needed a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r  a 
s h i p  t h a t  a1 so was b a t t l  e-weary. A q u i c k  s t o p  i n  Hawai i  saw t h e  on1 oad o f  t h e  
T iger  C ru i se  guests  and t h e  f i n a l  s t o p  p r i o r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  homeport. 

For t h e  crew's ou t s tand ing  performance d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod ,  n i n e  personnel were 
nominated t o  r e c e i v e  A i r  Medals, s i x  personnel  were nominated t o  r e c e i v e  Navy 
Commendation Hedals, 30 personnel  were nominated t o  r e c e i v e  Navy Achievement 
Medals, and 43 personnel  were nominated t o  r e c e i v e  L e t t e r s  o f  Commendation. 

F O R D  crewmembers r e t u r n e d  home t o  a hero 's  welcome complete w i t h  marching band, t h e  
USO, d i g n i t a r i e s ,  and many happy 1 oved ones. On 24 June 1991, a f t e r  a we1 1 - 
deserved l eave  and upkeep p e r i o d  and r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  FORD was underway 
f o r  a h i g h l y  successfu l  A1 1 Comers's A t  Sea T r a i n i n g  (ACAT) per iod .  A f t e r  one more 
underway pe r i od ,  FORD spent t h e  f o u r t h  o f  J u l y  i n p o r t  Long Beach and t a c k l e d  a 3-M 
A s s i s t  v i s i t  between 8 a n d  12 Ju ly .  IMAV6 began 15 Ju l y ,  and ended 4Augus t  w i t h  
many needed s h i p  r e p a i r  j obs  be ing compl ete!d. Fo l low ing  a s h o r t  underway per iod ,  
FORD was i n p o r t  San Diego on 10 August 1991 f o r  a two week l o n g  t r a i n i n g  
a v a i l a b i l  i t y .  F O R D  spent about ha1 f  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  between 26 August th rough  1 
November 1991 underway. September saw a Supply Management I n s p e c t i o n  and Command 
I nspec t i on .  On 1 November, 1991 F O R D  sponsored a Dependent's and Navy League 
c r u i s e  t h a t  embarked over 150 guests  f o r  which t h e  s h i p  demonstrated her many 
war fa re  and ope ra t i ona l  capab i l  i t i e s  and hosted a f l  i g h t  deck p i c n i c  f o r  a l l .  FORD 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  and passed an I S I C  Enginleering Readiness Assessment (IERA) i n  
November 1992 w i t h  f l y i n g  co lo rs .  A f t e r  severa l  o t he r  underway pe r i ods  i n  
November, F O R D  depar ted Long Beach on 2 IDecember 1991, v i s i t e d  San Franc isco,  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  3 through 5 December, r e t u rned  t o  Long Beach on 7 December 1991. A 
weapons o f f - l o a d  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a sh ipyard  p e r i o d  took  p l ace  a t  Seal Beach 
Weapons S t a t i o n s  on 13 and 14 December. The Mobi le  Technical  T r a i n i n g  Team Phase 
One v i s i t e d  F O R D  9 th rough  13 December 1991. 13 through 31 December 1991, t he  s h i p  
remained i n  p o r t  Long Beach f o r  a h o l i d a y  l e a v e  and upkeep per iod.  


