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COMMAND COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION 

a. USS FORD CFFG-5W i s  the forty-eigth of the f i f ty-one ship Oliver 
Hazard Perry class of  guided miss i le  f r iga tes-  This i s  the Navy's largest 
destroyer class b u i l t  since World War 11- Her mission i s  t o  provide in -  
depth anti-air, anti-surface, and anti-submarine protect ion fo r  m i l i t a r y  
and merchant shipping and t o  ensure continuous use of the sea lanes of 
communication f o r  the United States and her a l l i es .  

b -  The Combat Systems aboard u t i l i z e  a computerized command and 
contro l  system t o  integrate the ship's sensors and weapons- Her weapons 
include Harpoon surface-to-surface and standard SM1 surface-to-air missiles, 
a 7bmm rapid f i r e  gun, 20mm Close-in Weapons System, MKqb anti-submarine 
torpedoes and the LAMPS MK I11 helicopter/weapons system- 

c. The propulsion system i s  a computer control led gas turbine power 
p l a n t  which u t i l i z e s  j e t  engines s imi lar  t o  those found on commercial 
a i r l iners .  FORD'S proplusion system can be "brought on l ine"  i n  less than 
f i v e  minutes- 

d. Despite the advanced systems aboard, the heart of  the ship i s  the 
crew. Each member has been h ighly  t rained i n  h i s  par t i cu la r  area of 
expertise so that  he can e i ther  operate, monitor or  repair  a l l  shipboard 
systems- FORD1s crew i s  composed of 15 Officers, 1q Chief Petty Officers, 
and 163 other junior enl isted- When assigned a s ing le a i r c r a f t  LAMPS MK I11 
Detachment? 5 Officers, 1 Chief Petty Officer, and 11 other Junior Enl isted 
were added t o  the crew- 



CHRONOLOGY 

1-12 JAN LEAVE AND UPKEEP 
9-17 JAN HARPOON TRAINING 
14-31 JAN POM 
1-2 FEB UNDERWAY REWS RANGE SAN DIEGO 
3 FEB - 1 MAR INPORT LONG BEACH 
2 MAR EMBARKED COAST GUARD LEDETi EMBARKED HSL-47 DET 3 
2-13 MAR UNDERWAY SNAPSHOT-2 DRUG INTERDICTION OPERATIONS 
18-19 MAR UNDERWAY MARDEZ EXERCISE, ENBARKED HSL-47 DET 3 
20  MAR VANDALEX REHEARSAL 
16-21 MAR ACAT 
23-2b MAR VANDALEX 89-1 
27-31 MAR INPORT MAZATLAN 
3 1  MAR - 2 APR TRANSIT TO SAN DIEGO 
2-8 APR TRAVi SURPRISE FAADCPAC DISBURSING AUDIT 
8 APR DEPENDENT'S CRUISE - TRANSIT TO LONG BEACH 
8 APR ARRIVE LONG BEACH 
9 APR - 2 MAY INPORT LONG BEACH 
3 MAY UPKEEP/NAVY LEAGUE CRUISE 
4-7 MAY INPORT LONG BEACH 
8 MAY PC0 ARRIVES1 EMBARK HSL-47 DET 3 
7 MAY DEPLOYMENT - HSL-47 DET 3 FLY ON 
9 MAY - 1 4  MAY ENROUTE PEARL HARBOR 
1 3  MAY CHANGE OF COMMAND - CAPT J - D -  PRICE RELIEVED BY CDR W -  W -  

SPOTTS 
1 4  MAY ARRIVE PEARL HARBOR 
1 5  MAY UNDERWAY 
2 0  MAY RENDEZVOUS USS HELENA- TRANSFER TECHREPS VIA SMALL BOAT 
29  MAY INPORT SUBIC BAY R-P- 
3 1  MAY - 1 JUN UNDERWAY 
2 JUN UNDERWAY, MEF EXERCISE 
3-4 JUN UNDERWAY 
5-6 JUN CROSSING THE L INE CEREMONY 
7 JUN INPORT SINGAPORE 
11-1 4 JUN UNDERWAY 
1 5  JUN BRIEF STOP FOR FUEL COLOMBO, S R I  LANKA 
l b - 1 8  JUN UNDERWAY 
19 JUN TURNOVER WITH USS CURTSi INCHOP MIDDLE EAST FORCE 
2 0  JUN TRANSIT THE STRAITS OF HORMUZ 
2 1  JUN INPORT BAHRAIN 
22-24 JUN UNDERWAY NORTHERN PERSIAN GLlLF 
25  JUN RENDEZVOUS WITH USS PUGET SOUND 
2b  JUN - 2 JUL UNDERWAY 
3 JUL INPORT BAHRAIN 
7-12 JUL UNDERWAY NORTHERN PERSIAN GLlLF 
1 3  JUL INPORT BAHRAIN 
1 4  JUL RADM FOGARTY ONBOARD FOR LUNCH/TOUR 
15-28 JUL UNDERWAY CENTRAL PERSIAN GULF 
29-30 JUL PORT V I S I T  - SAUDI ARABIA IDAMMAMI 
3 1  JUL RECEPTION ROYAL SAUDI NAVAL FORCES/CANADIAN AMBASSADOR 
1-2 AUG UNDERWAY PASSEX - SAUDI FORCES 
3 AUG FINISH PASSEX 
4-18 AUG UNDERWAY 



17 AUG INPORT BAHRAIN 
2 0  AUG - 1 SEP UNDERWAY NORTHERN PERSIAN GlJLF 
2 SEP INPORT BAHRAIN 
8 SEP UNDERWAY 
17 SEP INPORT ABUDHABI UNITED ARAB EMERENTS 
2 0  SEP ANNOUNCEMENT OF WARFARE EXCELLENCE AWARDS COMPETITION - FORD 

RECEIVED DEPTARTMENT EXCELLENCE AWARDS I N  ANTI-AIR WARFARE, 
ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE, ANTI:-SURFACE YARFAREi COMMAND1 
CONTROL1 AND COMMUNICATIONS~ ELECTRONIC WARFARE, SUPPLY 
EXCELLENCE, SEAMANSHIP/NAVIGATION~ ENGINEERING, AND DAMAGE 
CONTROL = 

2 0  SEP UNDERWAY 
2 1  SEP INPORT BAHRAIN 
22-23 SEP TURNOVER USS LEAHY 
24-25 SEP OUTCHOP MIDDLE EAST FORCE 
26-27 SEP INPORT COCHIN INDIA, SHIP TOUR WITH INDIAN NAVAL 

OFFICERS/CADETS 
28-30 SEP UNDERWAY 
1 OCT INPORT PHUKET THAILAND 
1-6 OCT UNDERWAY 
7 OCT INPORT SINGAPORE 
8-11 OCT UNDERAY 
12-15 OCT INPORT HONG KONG 
16-17 OCT UNDERWAY 
1 8  OCT INPORT SUBIC BAY 
18-17 OCT UNDERWAY 
2 0  OCT INPORT SUBIC BAY1 R-Pa 
2 1  OCT 3M ASSIST V I S I T  SUBIC BAY1 R=P=  
2 2  OCT - 1 NOV UNDERWAY 
2 NOV INPORT PEARL HARBOR, EMBARK TIGER CRUISE 
3-8 NOV UNDERWAY 
7 NOV HSL47 DET 3 FLYOFF 
7-20 NOV INPORT LONG BEACH - LEAVE AND UPKEEP PERIOD 
21-22 NOV SAFETY STANDOWN 
23-30 NOV LEAVE AND UPKEEP 
1 DEC FAST CRUISE 
3-4 DEC UNDERWAY, DEPERMING SAN DIEGO 
5-8 DEC UNDERWAY 
8-31 DEC INPORT LONG BEACH 
11-15 DEC 3fl ASSIST V I S I T  LONG BEACH 
18-22 DEC DIESEL INSPECTION LONG BEACH 



NARRATIVE 

USS FORD began 1989 i n  a pre-deployment leave and upkeep per iod i n  
preparation f o r  the 9 February 1987 deployment t o  the Persian Gulf. Due t o  
the changing p o l i t i c a l  c l imate i n  the fliddlle East, the deployment was post- 
poned u n t i l  9 May 1989- 

During t h i s  per iod of delay, USS FORD was involved w i th  Hel icopter 
operations w i th  the Coast Guard LEDET AND HSL-47 DET 3, which were used when 
FORD par t i c ipa ted  i n  drug i n t e r d i c t i o n  operations and MARDEZ and VANDALEX 
exercises i n  March- Af ter  these demanding exercises concluded successfullyl 
there was a well-deserved po r t  c a l l  i n  Mazaltan, Mexico. FORD underwent a 
h igh ly  successful Training A v a i l a b i l i t y  and "surprise" F leet  Accounting and 
Disbursing Center aud i t  i n  A p r i l -  A Dependent's Cruise and a Navy League 
Cruise fol lowed i n  the same month- 

HSL-47 DET 3 deployed w i t h  FORD i n  May and CDR W -  W -  SPOTTS re l ieved  
CAPT J. D. PRICE as Commanding O f f i ce r  o f  FORD- Af ter  po r t  c a l l s  i n  Hawaii 
and Subic Bay, and Republic of the Phil ippines, FORD par t i c ipa ted  i n  a MEF 
exercise and then performed the "Wog" i n i t i a t i o n  when "Crossing the Line", 
i n  June. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  "Crossing the Line" there was a po r t  c a l l  i n  
Singapore and then a po r t  c a l l  i n  S r i  Lanka before t r a n s i t i n g  the S t r a i t s  o f  
Hormuz t o  a r r i ve  i n  Bahrain f o r  Persian Gulf Operations- FORD operated i n  
the Persian Gulf from June t o  September. Before turn ing over t o  the USS 
LEAHY, FORD received many warfare excellence awards. Departments received 
s p e c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  areas: Ant i -Air  Warfare, Anti- 
Submar ine Warfare,  A n t i - S u r f a c e  Warfare,  Command, C o n t r o l  and 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  E l e c t r o n i c  W a r f a r e ,  S u p p l y  E x c e l l e n c e ,  
Seamanship/Navigation, Engineering, and Damage Control. During OUTCHOP, 
FORD v i s i t e d  Cochin, India, Phuket, Thailand, Singapore, Hong Kong, Subic 
Bay, R-P-, and Pear l  Harbor, H I -  I n  Pear l  Harbor FORD began a Tiger Cruise 
f o r  the re tu rn  t r a n s i t  t o  Long Beach a r r i v i n g  on November 9- Af ter  a leave 
and upkeep per iod and safety standown i n  Long Beach, FORD was underway 
enroute t o  San Diego f o r  Deperming- I n  December FORD completed a favorable 
3-fl ass is t  v i s i t ,  Type Commander Diesel Inspectionsl followed by a Christmas 
leave and upkeep per iod- 


