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D PARTMENTOF HE A Y 

USS FLORIDA (SSBN 728) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 

SEATTLE. WASHINGTON 98799-2099 5750 
Ser B794/qb3 

-0.8 OCT 
From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS FLORIDA (SSBN 728) (BLUE) 
To: D i r e c t o r  o f  Naval H is to ry ,  Washington Navy Yard (OP-09BH) 

Subj: COMMAND HISTORY FOR 1990 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12E 

Encl: (1) Command H i s t o r y  and Nar ra t i ve  

1. Per reference (a), enclosure (1) i s  forwarded. Admini s t r a t i  ve ove rs igh t  
de l  ayed t h i  s r e p o r t .  A 

By d i r e c t i o n  

Copy t o :  
USS FLORIDA (GOLD) 



1. Command Composition and Organizat ion. FLORIDA'S miss ion i s  t o  remain 
submerged undetected and t o  serve as a s t r a t e g i c  nuc lear  de te r ren t .  FLORIDA'S 
I S I C  i s  Submarine Squadron 17 and i s  homeported a t  Naval Submarine Base, 
Bangor, WA. Two crews, Blue and Gold, a l t e r n a t e  manning o f  t h e  sh ip  on 
approximately 95 day cycles. When no t  manning the  ship, t h e  "of f -crew" i s  
under t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  command o f  Submarine Group 9. The Blue Crew i s  
commanded by CAPT Ly le  D. Meier, and the  Gold Crew by CAPT G. E. Keefe, Jr. 

2. Chronology: 

1 Jan 90 FLORIDA i s  a t  sea and manned by t h e  Gold Crew on Pa t ro l  22. 

24-26 Feb Conducted an Operat ional Reactor Safeguards Examination (ORSE) 
w i t h  an o v e r a l l  eva lua t ion  o f  Above Average. Conduted a Supply 
Management Inspect ion  (SMI) w i t h  an o v e r a l l  eva lua t i on  o f  
Sa t i s fac to ry .  Three areas were Outstanding w i t h  t h e  balance 
Excel 1 en t  . 

26 Feb Compl eted Pa t ro l  22. Moored a t  Explosives Hand1 i ng Wharf, Bangor, 
WA. 

28 Feb Commenced r e f i t  23. 

2 Mar B l  ue Crew re1  i eved Go1 d Crew. 

31  Apr Underway f o r  Pat ro l  23. 

26 Apr Capt George E. Keefe, Jr., r e l i e v e d  CAPT Kent V. L. MacNei l l  as 
Commanding O f f i c e r  USS FLORIDA (SBN 728)(GOLD) 

16 May FLORIDA re turnes  t o  Bangor, WA f o r  i n p o r t  preparat ions f o r  F i r s t  
T r i d e n t  M in i  -DASO (Demonstration and Shakedown Operat ions) 

20 & 23 May Underway f o r  Blue Crew Min i  DASO. 

31 May Returned t o  Bangor f o r  crew swap o f  Weapons Department 

1-5 Jun Underway f o r  Gold Crew Min i  DASO 

14-17 Jun Conducted Commander Submarine Squadron 17 T a c t i c a l  Readiness 
Eva1 ua t  i on w i t h  an o v e r a l l  eval u a t i  on o f  Above Average. 

17 Jun Completed Pa t ro l  23. Moved a t  EHW Bangor, WA. Commenced R e f i t  
24. 

18-19 Jun Conducted Naval Technical P ro f i c i ency  Inspect ion  (NTPI) w i t h  an 
o v e r a l l  eval ua t  i on o f  S a t i  s fac to ry  . 

Encl (1) 



2. Chronology: (Cont) 

22 Jun Go1 d Crew re1  i eves Bl ue Crew. 

16 J u l  Dependents Cruise conducted a t  DABOB Bay, WA. 

17 J u l  Underway f o r  Pa t ro l  24. 

28-30 Sep Conducted unscheduled Operat ional Reactor Safeguards Examination 
w i t h  an o v e r a l l  eva lua t ion  o f  Exce l len t .  

1-2 Oct Conduct Navy Techincal Prof iecency Inspect ion  (NTPI) w i t h  an 
o v e r a l l  eva lua t i on  o f  sa t i s fac to ry ,  commenced r e f i t  25. 

5 Oct Blue Crew r e l e i v e d  Gold Crew. 

27 Oct Underway f o r  Pa t ro l  25. 

30 Oct Completed Pa t ro l  24. Moored a t  EHW Bangor, WA. Commenced r e f i t  
25. 

3 .  Nar ra t i ve :  

The New Year o f  1990 again found FLORIDA underway on Pa t ro l  22 w i t h  Gold 
Crew a t  t h e  helm. A successful  p a t r o l  ended w i t h  an Operat ional Reactor 
Safeguards Examination (ORSE) conducted on 24 - 26 February du r ing  which t h e  
Gold Crew was evaluated as Above Average when compared t o  a1 1 submarines i n  
t he  P a c i f i c  F lee t .  Commander Submarine Squadron 17 conducted a Supply 
Management Inspect ion  (SMI ) .  Three o f  seven areas were evaluated as 
Outstanding. The remai n i  ng f o u r  area were considered Excel 1 en t  . 

FLORIDA Blue crew r e l i e v e d  the  Gold crew on 2 March. R e f i t  23 a t  T r i den t  
R e f i t  F a c i l i t y ,  Bangor WA inc luded i n s p e c t t i o n  o f  t h e  pr imary and secondary 
s ides o f  t he  starboard steam generator.  The sh ip  s a i l e d  on t ime on 31 March 
f o r  Pa t ro l  23. 

On 26 A p r i l  Capt George E. Keefe, Jr. r e l e i v e d  Capt Kent V. L. McNeil i n  a 
change o f  command cermony conducted a t  t he  ceremonial area o f  t h e  o f f -c rew 
Admin i s t ra t i ve  B u i l d i n g  NSB Bangor, WA. 

FLORIDA re tu rned  t o  Bangor, WA on 16 May t o  prepare f o r  t h e  f i r s t  T r i d e n t  
M in i  Demonstration and Shakedown Operation (DASO). The M in i  DASO i s  an a t  sea 
excer ise  conducted by personnel from S t ra teg i c  Systems P r o j e c t  O f f i ce ,  
Washington, DC. The Min i  DASO al lowed Weapons Department personnel o f  both 
crews t o  conduct hands on M i s s i l e  Casualty t r a i n i n g  w i t h  on board hardware. 

Before r e t u r n i n g  t o  Bangor, and complet ing Pa t ro l  23, FLORIDA (BLUE) conducted 
a T a c t i c a l  Readiness Eva1 ua t i on  (TRE) . Conducted by Commander Submarine 
Squadron 17, t h e  TRE was a th ree  day inspect ion  exe rc i s ing  the  sh ip  



3. Nar ra t i ve :  (Cont) 

i n ,  s t r a t e g i c  and t a c t i c a l  missions. FLORIDA was evaluated as Above Average 
when compared t o  o ther  TRIDENT Submarines and one o f  two submarines 
i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  t o  rece i ve  an Above Average i n  the  recent  qua r te r  1990. 
Upon r e t u r n  t o  Bangor a Naval Techincal Prof iecency (NTPI) was conducted on 
board FLORIDA. The sh ip  was evaluated as s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  Nuclear Weapons 
Admin i s t ra t i on  and Operat ion w i t h  10 o f  12 s p e c i f i c  areas evaluated as 
OUTSTANDING and t h e  balance evaluated as EXCELLENT. 

On 22 June Gold Crew re1  ieved Blue Crew t o  conduct r e f i t  24. R e f i t  24 
was a t y p i c a l l y  ardous r e f i t  w i t h  Gold Crew personnel and TRIDENT R e f i t  
F a c i l  i t y  (TRF) personnel working hand i n  hand t o  complete t h e  r e f i t  on t ime. 
Completing t h e  r e f i t  w i t h  t ime t o  spare allowed the  sh ip  t o  conduct i t ' s  f i r s t  
Dependents Cruise i n  many years. On 16 J u l y  200 dependents had an oppor tun i t y  
t o  see f i r s t  hand t h e  e x c e l l e n t  and hard work o f  t h e i r  loved ones on Dabob 
Bay. The s h i p  departed f o r  Pat ro l  24 on J u l y  17. 

Pa t ro l  24 proceeded smoothly w i t h  the  on l y  change o f  schedule occu r r i ng  
when t h e  Gold Crew was g iven 3 days no t ices  t o  prepare f o r  an unscheduled 
Operat ional  Reactor Safeguards Examination (ORSE). Q u i c k l y  s h i f t i n g  gear from 
TRE prepara t ion ,  t h e  Gold Crew demonstrated i t ' s  t o t a l  sh ip  t r a i n i n g  concept 
by ach iev ing  t h e  r a r e  eva lua t ion  o f  EXCELLENT on a su rp r i se  inspect ion .  The 
exam was conducted on 28-30 September w i t h  FLORIDA r e t u r n i n g  t o  p o r t  on 30 
September. A Navy Techincal Pro f  iencency Inspec t i  on (NTPI) compl e ted  t h e  Gold 
Crew's p e r i o d  onboard on 1-2 o f  October w i t h  an o v e r a l l  grade o f  S a t i s f a c t o r y .  
Speci f i c areas eval uated i n c l  ude 10 Outstandi ngs and 2 Excel 1 ents. 

The Blue Crew r e l e i v e d  t h e  Gold Crew on 5 October. The r e f i t  inc luded a 
V I P  v i s i t  by VADM B u l l ,  prospect ive Deputy CINCPACFLT as w e l l  as many o the r  
v i s i t s  by group sponsered by Commander Submarine Group 9. 

The sh ip  g o t  underway on 27 October as scheduled f o r  Pa t ro l  25 f o r  t he  
remainder o f  1990. 


