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COMMAND HISTORY 

a .  Command Compostion and Organizat ion.  The s h i p ' s  mission i s  t o  remain sub- 
m e r g x  and undetec ted ,  and s e r v e  a s  a s t r a t e g i c  d e t e r r e n t .  The s h i p ' s  commander 
is Commander, Submarine Squadron 17 and is  homeported i n  Bangor, Washington. 

b. Chronology. 

7 January. FLORIDA underway f o r  P a t r o l  #11. 

12-15 January. FLORIDA conducts PACSECEX 1-87 wi th  USS SALT LAKE C I T Y  (SSN 716) .  

20-22 January. FLORIDA r e t u r n s  t o  Bangor, Washington f o r  emergency r e p a i r  
t o  h e r  sonar  system towed a r r a y s .  Repairs  complete,  she  d e p a r t s  t o  resume 
p a t r o l .  

18 March. FLORIDA moors a t  Explosive Handling Wharf, Bangor, Washington t o  
complete P a t r o l  811. Two day Navy Technical  P ro f i c i ency  In spec t ion  begins  which 
ends wi th  a l l  g rades  ou ts tanding .  

27 Apr i l .  Off-crew t r a i n i n g  per iod begins .  

30 June. Blue crew begins  R e f i t  #13. 

22 Ju ly .  FLORIDA underway f o r  P a t r o l  813. 

26 August. FLORIDA moors a t  Ford I s l a n d ,  P e a r l  Harbor, Hawaii. 

29 August. Opposed by USS LOS ANGELES (SSN 688) and wi th  COMSUBPAC r i d i n g ,  
FLORIDA g e t s  underway f o r  T a c t i c a l  Readiness Evaluat ion (TRE) and MK-48 Torpedo 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n .  

2 September. FLORIDA r e t u r n s  t o  Ford I s l a n d ,  s h i f t s  b e r t h s  t o  b e r t h  S-21 a t  
SUBASE, P e a r l  Harbor t h e  fol lowing day. FLORIDA was t h e  first Tr iden t  t o  moor 
a t  t h i s  b e r t h ;  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  b e r t h  had j u s t  been dredged p r i o r  t o  t h e  
s h i p ' s  a r r i v a l .  

8 September. FLORIDA d e p a r t s  Hawaii t o  complete P a t r o l  #13. 

5 October. Operatonal Reactor Safeguards Examination complete, FLORIDA t i e s  
up a t  Del ta  P i e r  South, Bangor, Washington t o  complete p a t r o l .  

26 October. O f  f-crew t r a i n i n g  per iod begins .  

18 December. Holiday l eave  per iod begins.  

c . Narra t ive .  

Before 1987 had a chance t o  n o t i c e ,  FLORIDA was back a t  s e a  aga in ,  depa r t i ng  
7 January f o r  P a t r o l  #11. 
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FLORIDA'S Mod-alert per iod t h i s  p a t r o l  was a b i t  more unusual and 
i n t e r e s t i n g  than most a s  she p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  PACSECEX 1-87 with 
USS SALT LAKE C I T Y  (SSN 716) from 12 t o  15 January. On board t o  observe t h i s  
s e c u r i t y  and t r ack ing  e x e r c i s e  were CAPT Bajuk, COMSUBRON 17 Readiness and 
Tra in ing  O f f i c e r ,  LCDR ,  COMSUBDEVRON 12; and M r .  Paul  Worley and Mr. 
Richard Simmons, both of  COMSUBDEVRON 12. Following a personnel  t r a n s f e r  i n  
Ketchikan, Alaska, FLORIDA re turned  t o  Bangor f o r  emergent r e p a i r s  t o  h e r  sonar  
system on 20 January. 

Returning t o  s e a  aga in  on 22 January wi th  r e p a i r s  complete,  FLORIDA soon 
assumed t h e  a l e r t  s t a t u s  she  would maintain u n t i l  t h e  end of  p a t r o l .  The crew 
used t h i s  t ime t o  t r a i n  exhaus t ive ly  f o r  t h e  upcoming T a c t i c a l  Readiness 
Evaluat ion (TRE) and Navy Technical  Prof ic iency  In spec t ion  (NTPI). 
Unfortunately o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  forced t h e  ex tens ion  of  FLORIDA'S a l e r t  
t ime and a s  a r e s u l t  her  TRE was rescheduled f o r  P a t r o l  813. 

Concluding p a t r o l  on 18 March, FLORIDA moored a t  Explosive Handling Wharf and 
commenced he r  two day NTPI. Two days l a t e r  a f t e r  a s h i f t  t o  dry  dock, t h e  NTPI 
r e s u l t s  were OUTSTANDING i n  a l l  a r e a s  and turnover  wi th  t h e  Gold crew was ready 
t o  begin. CAPT Ga lb ra i t h  and Gold crew r e l i e v e d  CAPT Labrecque and Blue crew on 
23 March. 

Following r e f i t  a s s i s t  with t h e  Gold crew t o  prepare t h e  boat  f o r  P a t r o l  
#12, Blue crew enjoyed a w e l l  deserved l e a v e  per iod and re turned  t o  begin o f f -  
crew t r a i n i n g  on 27 Apri l .  Schools ,  l e c t u r e s ,  and t r a i n e r s  once aga in  became 
t h e  norm in t e r spe r sed  with s o f t b a l l  games and occas iona l  p i cn i c s .  The 
r e c r e a t i o n  committee sponsored s o f t b a l l  team competed i n  va r ious  l o c a l  tour -  
naments and a l l  hands enjoyed themselves a t  t he  Boat P i cn i c  6 June a t  Keyport. 

Rested from a s h o r t  l eave  per iod ,  t h e  Blue crew dug i n  once aga in  f o r  r e f i t  
r e l i e v i n g  t h e  Gold crew of  FLORIDA on 30 June 1987. A scheduled drydocking 
a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  R e f i t  813, proved t o  be demanding, y e t  one t h a t  t h e  crew t ack l ed  
wi th  ded ica t ion ,  hard work, and perseverance.  A l l  scheduled work and main- 
tenance completed, many of  t he  crew s u r p r i s i n g l y  found themselves eager  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  sea .  

Underway on 22 J u l y  1987, no time was wasted a s  p repa ra t i ons  began f o r  t h e  
upcoming T a c t i c a l  Readiness Evaluat ion,  MK-48 Torpedo C e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  and 
Opera t iona l  Reactor Safeguards Examination. Each crewmember would be t e s t e d  and 
from t h e  s t a r t  they found themselves d r iven  l i k e  n a i l s  i n t o  s o f t  p ine ,  bu i ld ing  
a s o l i d  damage c o n t r o l  o rganiza t ion .  Repeated d r i l l s  honed the  ca sua l ty  
response o f  watchstanders  and by l a t e  August t h e  crew was ready f o r  any 
ca t a s t rophe .  Yet a l l  t h e  whi le ,  t h e  s h i p ' s  t r a c k  progressed south  t o  Hawaii, 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  TRE and TCP. For many young crewmembers t h i s  would be a 
f i r s t  v i s i t  and f o r  o lde r  ones a welcome r e tu rn .  

FLORIDA moored a t  Ford I s l a n d ,  P e a r l  Harbor on 26 August 1987 t o  swap 
warshot torpedoes f o r  e x e r c i s e  v a r i a n t s .  Out t o  s e a  aga in  i n  t h e  morning of  29 
August, t he  s imulated "war" used f o r  t h e  TRE scena r io  began. Opposed by a for -  
midable adversary ,  t h e  USS LOS ANGELES (SSN 6881, FLORIDA simulated execut ion  of  
he r  s t r a t e g i c  mission and subsequent ASW ope ra t i ons  while  s imultaneously 
f i g h t i n g  s imulated shipboard c a s u a l t i e s  and malfunct ions.  The crew's  damage 



c o n t r o l  e f f o r t s  showed throughout so  b r i g h t l y  t h a t  dur ing  one d r i l l  an a c t u a l  
lube  o i l  r up tu re  occurred which the  mechanics handled wi th  such ea se  t h a t  t h e  
d r i l l  cont inued un in t e r rup t ed .  A day l a t e r ,  when t h e  b a t t l e  was over ,  FLORIDA 
had earned h e r s e l f  a grade of  Above Average o v e r a l l  from t h e  COMSUBGRU 9 TRE 
team headed by CAPT Gerry Egan. 

The next  day, fol lowing a personnel  t r a n s f e r  t o  embark COMSUBPAC, RADM 
Reynolds, t he  s h i p ' s  f i r e  c o n t r o l  p a r t y  demonstrated prof ic iency  shoot ing  n ine  
e x e r c i s e  MK-48 torpedoes s co r ing  f i v e  h i t s .  Acoustic t r i a l s  and performance 
t e s t s  of  t h e  h igh  frequency sonar  system followed, before  r e t u r n  t o  Ford I s l a n d  
t o  re load  MK-48 warshots.  

Af t e r  a b e r t h  s h i f t  t o  Naval Submarine Base, P e a r l  Harbor, l i b e r t y  went down 
f o r  a l l  hands not  on du ty ,  commencing 3 September 1987 and cont inu ing  through 
t h e  Labor Day weekend. Sus ta ined  and r e f r e shed ,  on t h e  morning of  8 September 
1987 FLORIDA once aga in  go t  underway t o  assume he r  pos ture  a s  a s t r a t e g i c  
d e t e r r e n t .  

For t h e  l a s t  f ou r  weeks of  p a t r o l ,  t r a i n i n g  picked back up where it  had l e f t  
o f f  a s  t h e  s h i p  headed no r th  t o  p ick  up t h e  CINCPACFLT Nuclear Propuls ion 
Examining Board. Once onboard t h e  ORSE team pu t  t h e  Engineering Department 
through its paces wi th  t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t  o f  another  s o l i d  "Above Averagew. 

Weary from a job we l l  done, FLORIDA t i e d  up a t  Del ta  South on 5 October 1987 
welcomed by t h e  warm embraces of loved ones. To complete t h e  c y c l e ,  on 8 
October 1987 CAPT Labrecque and t h e  Blue C r e w  s tood r e l i e v e d  by CAPT Ga lb ra i t h  
and t h e  Gold C r e w .  

Blue Crew aga in  l e n t  a hand i n  re f i t  a s s i s t  before  beginning another  off-crew 
t r a i n i n g  per iod .  The s h i p ' s  r a c q u e t b a l l  tournament produced MM2(SS)  
as t o p  p layer  and t h e  wardroom and crew combined t o  produce a b a s k e t b a l l  team. 
A l l  hands enjoyed themselves i n  numbers a t  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  committee sponsored 
Christmas p a r t y  on 5 December a t  Poulsbo 's  Eagles  Lodge. And when t h e  l e c t u r e s ,  
t r a i n e r s  and schools  were complete,  FLORIDA BLUE took advantage o f  December 
i n p o r t  t o  t ake  l eave  f o r  t he  ho l idays .  S c a t t e r i n g  on 18 December t o  c e l e b r a t e  
t h e  ho l idays ,  they would r e t u r n  t o  a new year  and R e f i t  15. 



Part 1. 

USS FLORIDA (SSBN 728)(GOLD) COMMAND HISTORY 

COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

- Home Port: Bangor, Washington 

- Operational Commander: Commander Submarine Squadron 17 
Captain George P. Woodworth, Jr., USN 

- Administrative Command: Commander Submarine Group 9 
Rear Admiral Wayne E. Rickman, USN 

- Commanding Officer: Captain Peter M. Galbraith, USN 

Captain Galbraith was born in  in , 
. He attended the United States Naval Academy, graduating in 1965 with 

a Bachelor of Science Degree in Engineering. After graduation he reported 
to the Nuclear Power School in Vallejo, CA. Upon completion of nuclear 
power training and submarine school, Captain Galbraith reported to USS 
JAMES MONROE (SSBN 622)(BLUE) completing four strategic deterrent patrols, 
a refueling overhaul and interfleet transfer to the Pacific. 
Captain Galbraith next served on board USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (SSBN 598) 
(BLUE). On board from March 1971 to March 1974 as Weapons Officer, he 
completed patrols in both Atlantic and Pacific Fleets. In April 1974, 
Captain Galbraith reported to the staff of Commander Submarine Force, U. S. 
Pacific Fleet, serving as the FBM Weapons Readiness Officer and Strategic 
Plans Officer for a period of two years. From August 1976 to May 1980, 
Captain Galbraith served as Executive Officer of USS JOHN C. CALHOUN (SSBN 
630)(BLUE). During this period the ship underwent a regular overhaul at 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, predeployment operations, and three strategic 
deterrent patrols. After Prospective Commanding Officer Training, Captain 
Galbraith assumed command of USS MARIANO G. VALLEJO (SSBN 658)(GOLD) in 
Kings Bay, GA. In October 1982, the crews of USS MARIAN0 G. VALLEJO com- 
bined for overhaul and Captain Galbraith assumed command of USS JOHN ADAMS 
(SSBN 620)(BLUE). He remained in command, patrolling from Charleston, SC, 
until May 1984. In June of 1984 Captain Galbraith reported to the staff of 
Commander, Submarine Squadron 17 as the Deputy Commander for Readiness and 
Training, serving until April 1986. 

Captain Galbraith has been awarded the Meritorious Service Medal, the 
Navy Commendation Medal with Gold Stars in lieu of second, third, and 
fourth awards, and the Navy Achievement Medal. 

Captain Galbraith is married to the former  of , 
. They, and their daughter , reside in Bremerton, Washington. 
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USS FLORIDA (SSBN 728) (GOLD) COMMAND HISTORY 

1987 Part 2. 

CHRONOLOGY : 

- 23 March - Gold Crew relieved Blue Crew. 

- 14 April - Departed for patrol twelve. 

- 26 June - Returned from sea. 

- 30 June - Blue Crew relieved Gold Crew. 

- 8 October - Gold Crew relieved Blue Crew. 

- 30 October - Departed for patrol fourteen. 
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USS FLORIDA (SSBN 728)(GOLD) COMMAND HISTORY 

Part 3. 

NARRATIVE : 

The year began with the crew enjoying rest and relaxation following 
patrol ten. Off-crew training for patrol twelve began in mid-January and 
on 23 March 1987 the Gold crew relieved the Blue crew and began refit 
twelve. 

FLORIDA departed for patrol twelve on 14 April 1987 and returned to 
port on 26 June 1987. Patrol included transit to and from Pearl Harbor, HI 
for the scheduled Tactical Readiness Examination and MK-48 Torpedo 
Certification Proficiency Firing. Both were completed with grades of above 
average and the crew enjoyed a five day port visit including Memorial Day 
weekend. Patrol ended with a very successful Defense Nuclear Surety 
Inspection, Navy Technical Proficiency Inspection and Supply Material 
Inspection conducted after return to Bangor, WA. 

The Gold crew was relieved by the Blue crew and their new Commanding 
Officer, Captain R. J. Labrecque on 30 June 1987. 

On 8 October 1987 the Gold crew relieved the Blue crew and began refit 
fourteen. 

FLORIDA departed for patrol fourteen on 30 October 1987. 

The crew celebrated their first Christmas at sea with religious ser- 
vices and Christmas carols in the Crew's Mess. The crew looked forward to 
New Year's Day and the conclusion of patrol fourteen with an Operational 
Reactor Safeguards Examination. 
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