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COMMAND H I  STORY 
USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) 

1 JANUARY 2002 TO 31 DECEMBER 2002 

1. Command H i  s to ry  and Organization 

The mission o f  USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) i s  t o  conduct prompt, sustained combat 
operations a t  sea i n  support o f  U.S. National Pol i c y .  FITZGERALD i s  equipped 
t o  operate i n  a h igh dens i ty ,  mu1 ti - th rea t  environment as an i n t eg ra l  member 
o f  a Car r ie r  B a t t l e  Group, Surface Act ion Group o r  underway replenishment 
group. FITZGERALD's combat systems provide capabi 1 i t i e s  i n  An t i  -Ai r Warfare 
(AAW) , Undersea Warfare (USW) and Ant i  -Surface Warfare (SUM), p ro jec t ing  power 
throughout a1 1 spectrums o f  marit ime operations . 

USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) i s  home ported i n  San Diego, Cal i f o r n i a  and assigned 
t o  Destroyer Squadron Twenty Three, w i t h  Uni t  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Code R21824. CDR 
John P. Neagley i s  the  Commanding O f f i ce r .  

2.  Chronology o f  Major Events 

01-14 JAN 
15-22 JAN 
23-25 JAN 

26-29 JAN 
30 JAN-05 FEB 
06-11 FEB 
12-15 FEB 
16-18 FEB 
19-22 FEB 
23 FEB-03 MAR 
04-08 MAR 
09-11 MAR 
12- 15 MAR 
16-20 MAR 
21-22 MAR 
23-31 MAR 
01-06 APR 
07 APR 
08-14 APR 
15 APR 

Inpo r t ,  San D i  ego 
Underway, enroute Hawai i 
Underway, Hawaii Socal Theatre Ba l l  i s t i c  M i  ss i  1 e Defense 
(TBMD 
Inpo r t ,  Pearl Harbor 
Underway, enroute San D i  ego 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway, Socal Tai l o red  Ship Tra in ing Avai 1 abi 1 i t y  (TSTA) 
I npo r t ,  San D i  ego 
Underway, Socal (TSTA) 
I npo r t ,  San Diego SPAWAR FC improvement program 
Underway, Socal Moor t o  a buoy, ENG Demo p rac t i ce  
I npo r t ,  San D i  ego 
Underway, ENG Demo 
Inpo r t ,  San Diego 
Underway, SIT I 1  t e s t i n g  
Inpor t ,  San Diego POLO HAT 
Underway, enroute Hawaii 
Inpor t ,  Pearl Harbor 
Underway, en route Kwa j a l  e i  n 
I npo r t ,  Kwajalein b r i e f  stop fue l  

Encl (1) 



16-21 APR 
22-26 APR 
27 APR-03 MAY 
04-05 MAY 
06-10 MAY 
11-12 MAY 
13-19 MAY 
20 MAY-16 JUN 

17-18 JUN 
19-24 JUN 
25-28 JUN 
29 JUN-07 JUL 
08-12 JUL 
13-23 JUL 
24 JUL-02 AUG 
03-04 AUG 
05-09 AUG 
10 AUG-02 SEP 
03-13 SEP 
14 SEP-20 OCT 
21-22 OCT 
23-24 OCT 
25 OCT 
26-31 OCT 
01-16 NOV 
17 NOV-08 DEC 
09-12 DEC 
13-31 DEC 

Underway, enroute Guam (TBMD) 
I npo r t ,  Guam 
Underway, enroute Kwa j a l  e i  n 
I npo r t ,  Kwajalein 
Underway, enroute Hawai i (TBMD) 
I npo r t ,  Pearl Harbor 
Underway, enroute San Diego, F ina l  Eva1 uat ion Problem (FEP) 
I npo r t ,  San Diego, C41 Assessment, M i  11 enni urn Chal 1 enge 
i n s t a l  1s 
Underway, SOCAL ( DLQ ' s ) 
I npo r t ,  San Diego, Force Protect ion exercise #3 (FP EX #3) 
Underway, SOCAL, Leaders t o  Sea, Dependants Cruise 
I npo r t ,  San D i  ego 
Underway, SOCAL, CEC event #9 
I npo r t ,  San Diego, BGIE 
Underway, SOCAL, MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE 
I nport  , San D i  ego 
Underway, SOCAL, Naval Surface F i r e  Support (NSFS) 
I npo r t ,  San D i  ego, Corrosion Control Avai 1 abi 1 i t y  
Underway, SOCAL, CEC EVT 10 
I npo r t ,  San Diego, C5RA, NSFS MTT, NIMITZ Batt legroup MTT 
Underway, en route Seal Beach 
I npo r t ,  Seal Beach, Ammo on1 oad 
Underway, enroute San D i  ego 
I npo r t ,  San Diego, NBG JFACC 
Underway, SOCAL, CEC event #12, SACEX (TARAWA ARG) 
I npo r t ,  San Diego, CSOSS I 1  
Underway, SOCAL, CEC event #13 
I npo r t ,  San Diego, Holiday Stand down, Hol iday Bowl tou r  sh ip  
Broadway P ier  

3 .  Summary o f  Events. 

The s t a r t  o f  2002 FITZGERALD was assigned t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  Theatre B a l l i s t i c  
M i ss i l e  Defense t e s t i n g ,  F l i g h t  Mission I 1  (FM-2) a t  the  Pac i f i c  M i ss i l e  Range 
F a c i l i t y  (PMRF) Kauai, Hawaii w i t h  the USS LAKE E R I E .  

The months o f  February and March, FITZGERALD s ta r ted  t o  enter  i t s  pre-  
depl oyment workups. The shi  p a1 so conducted i t s  Engi neer i  ng Demonstrati on 
recei  v i  ng an "above average" f i  nal grade. 



From the beginning o f  A p r i l  through the end o f  May, FITZGERALD par t i c ipa ted  i n  
TBMD tes t i ng ,  Systems In tegra t ion  Test I 1  (SIT-11). The sh ip  l e f t  San Diego 
enroute the South Pac i f i c  t o  the Ronald Reagan M iss i l e  Range. A f t e r  several 
b r i e f  stops f o r  fuel a t  Kwajalein a t o l l  FITZGERALD l e f t  f o r  Guam. FITZGERALD 
spent one week a t  Naval Sta t ion Guam before proceeding back t o  the m iss i le  
range for add i t iona l  t es t i ng .  A f t e r  the  t es t i ng  was completed FITZGERALD 
sa i led  for homeport San Diego preparing for  the  Final  Eva1 uat ion Problem 
(FEP) . During the summer months FITZGERALD spent a f a i  r amount o f  t ime 
operating o f f  o f  the Ca l i fo rn ia  coast. The sh ip  hosted some o f  America's 
prominent business leaders each f o r  a day of Naval Operations w i th  the Leaders 
t o  Sea program. FITZGERALD par t i c ipa ted  i n  MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE '02, a la rge-  
scale Jo in t  exercise,  designed t o  t e s t  a ser ies o f  systems f o r  f u t u r i s t i c  
b a t t l e s .  This war game allowed the crew t o  t r a i n  i n  a l l  aspects o f  Naval 
engagement inc lud ing ASW, SUN, and A A W .  The sh ip  a1 so conducted Naval Surface 
F i r e  Support (NSFS) o f f  o f  San Clemente Is land during t h i s  same t ime. 

The f a l l  o f  2002 proved t o  be intense w i th  pre-deployment t r a i n i n g .  The ship 
par t i c ipa ted  i n  CEC events 10,  12 and 13 as wel l  as ammunition onload i n  Seal 
Beach, Cal i f o r n i  a f o l  lowed by the December hol iday leave per iod.  FITZGERALD 
spent 130 days underway. 


